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WHO IS JESUS MESSIAH?

Jesus lived about 2,000 years ago in Israel. We
call Him ‘Jesus Messiah’ or ‘Jesus Christ’. It
means that He is King. Yet, He is not just a
King. Jesus is called ‘the Son of God’ and also
‘the Son of Man’. This means that He belongs to
God and to human beings. The history of Jesus’
life is described in the Bible. It is the greatest
story of all time.
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JESUS' TIME:  Our era begins with the birth of Jesus. People travelled on foot or on a donkey,
camel, or on horseback. Major parts of Europe, the Middle East, and Northern Africa were
occupied by the Roman Empire. Most people could not read or write, yet the Jews in Israel
could. They were called ‘the people of the Book’.
God speaks in the Book, the Bible. He is the Creator of all existing things and He wants to be
friends with all people. Jesus showed that very clearly!
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ISRAEL IN JESUS’ TIME
Capital: Jerusalem.
Provinces: Galilee, Samaria, Judea.
Size: Approximately 28,000 km2 (10,810 sq. miles).
Climate: Subtropical.
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Politics: Since 63 BC (before Christ) the Romans have been in control in Israel.
Government: Pontius Pilate, the Roman Governor, rules in Israel. Tiberius, the Roman Emperor,
rules over him.
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Religion: Judaism. The Jews have a temple in Jerusalem. There are priests doing all kinds of
work for the religion and there are teachers (such as the Pharisees) who instruct the people
from the Hebrew Bible.
Languages: Hebrew (the language of the Jews), Greek (the internationally spoken language),
Latin (the language of the Romans).



7

THE HISTORY OF JESUS
The Bible contains 4 books that describe the life of Jesus. They are named after the authors.
The authors all lived in the time of Jesus.
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THE BIBLE: 
The story of Jesus is recorded in the Bible. No other book has been read, and is read, more
often than the Bible. It is a book full of books. It took 1500 years to write all these books. The
Bible was completed about 1900 years ago. It contains all kind of stories about how God is
involved in people’s lives. The story of Jesus shows most clearly Who God is.
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1. Matthew – a disciple of Jesus. He used to work as a tax collector. He describes especially how
Jesus dealt with the people of Israel (the Jews).

2. Mark – was still a teenager when Jesus did His work. He writes quite a bit about the miracles
which Jesus performed.
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3. Luke – was a medical doctor. He did not personally know Jesus. Luke describes how Jesus
dealt with people.

4. John – was also a follower of Jesus. He mainly shows Who Jesus is. Jesus is God, Who
became man to free people from their sins.
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JESUS’ BIRTH

Jesus’ mother, Mary, was not yet married when Jesus was conceived. She was still a virgin until
after He was born. Yet God arranged it that Jesus could be born. This miracle had been
announced in the books written long before Jesus’ time. Jesus was not born as a hero or
something special. He was born in a stable as there was no other room available.
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JESUS’ MIRACLES

Jesus performed many miracles. The Bible mentions more than 40 healings. By means of these
miracles, Jesus showed God’s power and love and that He wants to help people and make them
happy.
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JESUS’ DEATH AND RESURRECTION

Why did Jesus die? The explanation is given in the Bible.
All people do wrong things sometimes. Things which God does not approve of and which make
Him angry or sad. They are called sin. All those sins may prevent people from beings friends
with God.
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That is why Jesus came. Of His own free will Jesus took upon Himself the punishment for our
sins. That punishment was death. Since Jesus died for us, we can become friends again with
God. But we do need to be sorry about what we have done wrong.
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JESUS’ DEATH AND RESURRECTION
Jesus rose from the dead. God made Him live again. By this God showed that He is more
powerful than death.
Jesus now lives with God. And because He lives, He can always be our friend. He wants to help
us live in a way that brings joy to God.
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THE STORY CONTINUES...

The story of Jesus hasn’t finished yet. Through
the centuries it has continued in the lives of
many people. It can also continue in your life.
Jesus wants to show you His love and make it
possible for you to know His Father, God. He
does this in the same way today as He did with
those first followers: He will send His Holy
Spirit to live in you to transform your life from
the inside out. What was dark will become
light. What would have ended up in death can
now look out on eternal life. Thanks to Jesus,
God’s purpose in your life can be fulfilled.
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More Information
You can learn more about the life and teachings of Jesus. The Bible contains four accounts of
his life in the books of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John.

Read the Bible for yourself: https://global.bible/
Watch the Jesus Film: https://www.jesusfilm.org/watch.html
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