
 

 

CASA in Action Multicultural Center 

8151 15th Avenue, 

Langley Park, MD 20783 

August 23, 2013  
Montgomery County Democratic Central Committee  
RE:  Request for Support of Bilal Ayyub for District 15 Senate Appointment  
  
Dear Central Committee Members, 
 
CASA in Action and our 40,000 members are dedicated to advancing power for Latino and immigrant 
communities.  We accomplish these goals by mobilizing Latino voters to support pro-immigrant 
candidates and we believe that battles for justice for communities of color are more easily achieved when 
we elect legislatures that reflect the demographics of the community.  We write to ask that you vote to 
recommend Bilal Ayyub to fill Montgomery County’s District 15 Senate seat vacancy.   We make this 
recommendation based on Mr. Ayyub’s lifelong commitment to citizen participation in governance, 
diversity, civil liberties, and social justice.  And we make this recommendation because the Montgomery 
County delegation, overwhelmingly extraordinary legislators, has failed to keep up with the growing 
diversity of Montgomery County.     
 
Mr. Ayyub has an impressive academic and scientific career and has been in the forefront of the economic 
and educational advancements that are progressing Maryland forward. Despite that large body of work, 
he has also dedicated his time to local and national politics.  In addition to the normal work of advancing 
Democratic committees and candidates, Mr. Ayyub has established several organizations to hasten the 
integration of the Middle Eastern community in Maryland. As the leader of an organization that performs 
similar work in the Latino community, I am very familiar with the challenges of confronting continuing 
barriers for underrepresented communities and particularly appreciate the strides that Mr. Ayyub has 
taken in this regard.    
 
Mr. Ayyub has the intellect, perseverance, and personality to represent the residents of District 15.  But in 
addition, he has committed to holding this position just for the length of the appointment, allowing the 
opportunity for a competitive election in 2014.  Running for election is tough and perhaps a candidate of 
color will neither try nor win.  But in a “majority-minority” jurisdiction like Montgomery, such candidates 
should at least have a fighting chance.  We have worked together positively with Delegate Feldman and 
he will likely launch a winning electoral campaign for the Senate in 2014.  But we don’t think that getting 
the additional leg up of an appointment is fair. 
 
Bilal Ayyub’s qualifications, history of service, and personal commitment to uplifting immigrant and 
underrepresented voices make him the ideal candidate for the District 15 Senate Vacancy as an “interim 
Senator” through the 2014 election cycle.   
 
Sincerely, 
Gustavo A. Torres 
President 


