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•  Greensboro and bicycling: plans, policies, and 
recent history 
 
•  Where are we now? 
 
•  Looking towards the future 



“…between 1997 and 2001, there were over 550 reported 
accidents involving pedestrians within the City Limits of 
Greensboro.” 

-Source:  2002 Greensboro Pedestrian Safety Study 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In the early 2000’s, there was a shift in Greensboro’s policies towards improving bike/ped accommodations. Indeed, it is clear from this picture and the map of pedestrian fatalities why pedestrian accommodations were so important for the city to focus on. This is important to understand as context for moving to Greensboro’s further steps towards bicycle accommodations.2002 – Pedestrian Safety StudyGuilford County has 2nd highest fatality rate in NC at this time. 



“The Greensboro City Council hereby establishes the 
goal of  creating a more walkable Greensboro. This goal 
will be attained through the following actions:  

 
• An ongoing City sidewalk construction program 
targeted to community and transportation system 
needs, including improving safety and access to 
needed services and destinations  
• An ongoing City effort to respond to pedestrian 
safety, mobility, and access issues through the use 
of  other warranted pedestrian facility 
improvements, education, and other strategies  
• Ordinance requirements that sidewalk 
construction meets pedestrian safety and access 
needs and furthers the City's sidewalk connectivity 
goals.” 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
-In March 2002 the City Council adopted the walkability policy, adjusting the city’s ordinances and requiring more focus on responding to the needs of pedestrians. An aggressive sidewalk construction program was also implemented. Ordinance went into effect January 2003, requiring sidewalks on both sides of major and minor thoroughfares (unless exempt), along one side of all collector and sub-collector public streets (some conditions), and along one side of all local public streets unless exempt



 High level of  support for pedestrian and bicycle 
amenities from the public 

 

Number of Supporting Comments   

Figure 6.1 — Public Involvement:  Priority LRTP Topics 



• Include sidewalks (and bike lanes where appropriate) in all new roadway projects 
 
• Develop an updated bicycle route map for the urban area 
 

• Cooperate with local partners (Greensboro, Guilford County, High Point, Winston-Salem and 
surrounding towns) on the development of  a Greenway Master Plan that expands the use of  
shared-use paths throughout the Triad 
 
• Perform a detailed Bicycle Accommodation Study evaluating the use of  on-street and off-street 
bicycle accommodations within the urban area that prioritizes future cycling infrastructure needs 
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 1st Greensboro plan to 
address immediate and long-
term needs of bicycle, 
pedestrian and greenway 
facilities 

 
 













 Program and Policy 
Recommendations 



 Unveiled in 2007 
 Bicycle safety program and website 
 Safety tips, videos, links 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
GSO Shares the Road is a bicycle safety program and website that was unveiled in 2007. The website includes safety tips, videos, bicycling definitions, etiquette, and other links. As part of the roll-out, these billboards were placed around the city and on Greensboro Transit Authority buses. The images on the right are examples of some of the safety tips that are on the website (proper hand signaling on bikes). 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The front page of the GSO Shares the Road website; pointing out the various links and sections of the website. One of my goals is to update and improve the information on the website to make it a one-stop-shop for bicycling information in the city. 





 
Facility Stats: 
 12.7 miles of  bike lanes 
 8.2 miles of  edgelines (striped shoulder) 
 35.8 miles of  signed bike routes 
 34.75 miles of  shared-use paths 

 
 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
What  - 4 miles, paved trail, 12 feet with enhanced landscaping, site furnishings, public art, central hub of system, connector of 12 neighborhoods, 5 colleges and universities within ½ mile, city parks, defines and expands the footprint of Center CityYou would have heard about this at last year’s Bike SummitPhase 1 opened in 2010 (Lee St to Freeman Mill Road)Phase 1A opened in 2012 (Lee St to Spring Garden St)Phase 3B opened in early Spring 2013 (Smith St) soon after the opening of Greenway at Fisher Park Apartments



Presenter
Presentation Notes
What  - 4 miles, paved trail, 12 feet with enhanced landscaping, site furnishings, public art, central hub of system, connector of 12 neighborhoods, 5 colleges and universities within ½ mile, city parks, defines and expands the footprint of Center City- You would have heard about this at last year’s Bike Summit



 Cone Blvd 
Underpass and 
BGRT - 2010 
 



 Greensboro awarded 
Bronze level by League of  
American Bicyclists in 2009 
 

 Re-awarded by League in 
October 2013 



 Update the BiPed Plan 
 Expected Completion: May 2014 

 
 



 Downtown Greenway/Atlantic & Yadkin 
 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Other projects that are coming up very soon include the next phases of the Downtown Greenway, particularly Phase 1B at Bragg Street, seen on the left. Construction on Phase 1B is expected to be completed by early 2015. On the right is the railbed of the Atlantic & Yadkin Railway, a part of which is planned to be included in the Downtown Greenway loop. Although the rail company has yet to abandon the railway, we are preparing for this inevitability in the next couple of years.



 Create new urban bicycle map  
 



 Revitalize GSO Shares the Road 
 Bike Rack Installment Program 
 Recommendations from BiPed Update 



Thank You! 
 

Daniel Amstutz, Bicycle and Pedestrian Coordinator 
Greensboro Department of  Transportation 

Greensboro Urban Area MPO 
daniel.amstutz@greensboro-nc.gov 

(336) 373-2921 



Bicycling In Greensboro (BIG):
History, Hiccups, and Lessons Learned

North Carolina Bike Summit, 2013

Jeff Sovich, AICP

Neighborhood Planning Coordinator,
Greensboro Planning Department

Founding Member, Past President, and Board Alumnus,
Bicycling In Greensboro



The Beginning of BIG



The Beginning of BIG



The Next 18 Months
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The Next 18 Months



BIG Salute to Bike Lanes



BIG Salute to Bike Lanes



Later Initiatives
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Later Initiatives



Changing Gears



Changing Gears



Changing Gears



Changing Gears



Changing Gears



City Council Candidates’ Ride



Elon Law School Technical Assistance



Elon Law School Technical Assistance



4th of July Apple Pie Ride



Logo & Website Re-Design



Lessons Learned

1) As soon as your organization is able, get very 
serious about building a broad base of 
volunteers and finding one or more people with 
the skills to manage them and match them up 
with suitable tasks, and clear directions!



Lessons Learned

2) Bring all your local bike shops and clubs into 
your fold as early as possible.



Lessons Learned

3) Be more insistent when local government is 
not responsive – for better or worse, in the 
modern political landscape, the squeaky wheel 
gets the grease.



Lessons Learned

4) Develop strong ties with local media outlets 
to help publicize your efforts and events – they 
want news, give it to them!



Lessons Learned

5) Cultivate alliances with other local 
organizations  that have parallel goals:  public 
health and injury prevention , housing & 
homeless services, immigrant resources, 
environmental protection, civil rights, voter 
education, public schools, etc.



Lessons Learned

6) Go after that grant – local charities and 
community foundations are generally very 
receptive to innovative projects, especially when 
you clearly describe how your proposal helps 
accomplish their mission.



Lessons Learned

7) Don't let debate and differences over 
ideology get in the way of your organization's 
ability to make a difference in the community – 
the average person who rides a bicycle doesn't 
care about dogma, they just want to get where 
they're going safely, comfortably, and efficiently!



The 1st Bike Friendly University in NC:
How we did it and what’s next

Suzanne Williams, Associate Manager
Campus Access & Transportation Demand Management



 18,000+ students

 3,000+employees 

 @ 7,000 parking spaces

UNCG



DOWNTOWN 
GREENSBOR

O

200+ acre campus 
2 miles from downtown

DOWNTOWN
GREENSBORO





 Transportation Demand Management

TDM



 Engineering
 Education
 Encouragement 
 Enforcement
 Evaluation

The Key to TDM



 FREE bike registration
 FREE bike tech assistance
 Discounts at local bike shops
 Indoor and outdoor bike parking
 Showers and lockers 
 Bike racks on buses
 Repair stations with pumps 
 Repair and safety clinics
 Spartan Cycles bike rentals 
 Cycling club group rides 

Bike Friendly



 2010 – 1st BWC in Triad
 2011 – 1st BFU in NC 
 2012 – top University BWC in US
 Decreased demand for parking
 GHG emissions  17.8% since 
2008

Measuring Success



UNC 
System 
goal by 
2050



 Duke University 
 NC State 
 UNC Greensboro – 1st  
 UNC Wilmington

 Future?  UNC Chapel Hill, 
UNC Charlotte, East Carolina 

Bicycle Friendly Universities in 
NC



 Mid-year meeting
February 25, 2014 
NC A&T, Greensboro

 Annual energy summit 
July 28-30, 2014 
Appalachian State University, Boone
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