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Week 7 

 

The Lie Religion Teaches about God’s Discipline 

 

Lie:  God is angry when we act badly. A bad circumstance is God’s Discipline. Some even 

teach it’s God’s punishment (example: natural disasters; sickness) 

 

Truth: Our Good Father is never angry at us. He corrects us not by telling us how bad we 

are, but reminding us Who We are. He corrects the wrong belief of our heart concerning 

Who He is & Who we are in Jesus! 

 

Hebrews 12:5-12: “5And have you forgotten his encouraging words spoken to you as his 

children? He said, “My child, don’t underestimate the value of the discipline and training of 

the Lord God, or get depressed when he has to correct you. 6 For the Lord’s training of your 

life is the evidence of his faithful love. And when he draws you to himself, it proves you are 

his delightful child.” 7 Fully embrace God’s correction as part of your training, or he is 

doing what any loving father does for his children. For who has ever heard of a child who 

never had to be corrected? 8 We all should welcome God’s discipline as the validation of 

authentic sonship. For if we have never once endured his correction it only proves we are 

strangers and not sons. 9 And isn’t it true that we respect our earthly fathers even though 

they corrected and disciplined us? Then we should demonstrate an even greater respect for 

God, our spiritual Father, as we submit to his life-giving discipline.10 Our parents corrected 

us for the short time of our childhood as it seemed good to them. But God corrects us 

throughout our lives for our own good, giving us an invitation to share his holiness. 11 Now 

all discipline seems to be more pain than pleasure at the time, yet later it will produce a 

transformation of character, bringing a harvest of righteousness and peace to those who 

yield to it. 

 

The Truth About God’s Discipline 

 

• Your good Father’s correction is always encouraging (verse 5).  

• His training is evidence of His faithful love for you. When He corrects you, He draws 

you to Himself & reminds you that you are His beloved child & He is delighted in you 

(verse 6).  

• His correction is never condemning, but always life-giving. (verse 9) 

• When you fully submit to & embrace His loving correction, you will experience His Life- 

a harvest of righteousness of love, joy, & peace-abundant Life (verses 10-11) 

 

 

Religion focuses on behavior modification; Jesus focuses on heart transformation- 

the belief of our heart 

 

To fully understand the discipline and correction of your good Father, let’s look at the context of 

this passage of Scripture and the subject matter being taught. The whole chapter of Hebrews 11 is 

talking about people who believed God. It says that by faith Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Sarah, 

Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Moses, Rahab were righteous in God’s sight and their lives produced good 

fruit. Then Hebrews 12:1-4 refers to these men and women who believed God, and admonishes 
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us to do the same: “Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a huge crowd of witnesses to 

the life of faith, let us strip off every weight that slows us down, especially the sin that so easily 

trips us up. And let us run with endurance the race God has set before us. 2 We do this by 

keeping our eyes on Jesus, the champion who initiates and perfects our faith.”  

 

The sin we are admonished to strip off is any unbelief (Hebrews 3 & 4) in what Jesus 

accomplished for us. The whole Book of Hebrews is admonishing us to believe that by Jesus one 

sacrifice, all your sins were forgiven & you were made righteous as a gift of His grace. We do 

this by keeping our eyes on Jesus, beholding Him, for He is the author and finisher of our faith! 

(2 Corinthians 3:18) 

 

3 things you can be very sure of when it comes to your Father’s discipline 

 

1. He has promised to never be angry at you or rebuke you!  

 

Isaiah 54:9-10:  9 “To me this is like the days of Noah when I swore that the waters of Noah 

would never again cover the earth. So now I have sworn not to be angry with you, never to 

rebuke you again. 10 Though the mountains be shaken and the hills be removed, yet my 

unfailing love for you will not be shaken nor my covenant of peace be removed,” says 

the Lord, who has compassion on you. NIV 

9 I swear that I will never again be angry and punish you. NLT 

 

2. Trials are not God’s Discipline. Only that which is good comes from Him! 

 

James 1:12-17: 12 God blesses those who patiently endure testing and temptation. Afterward 

they will receive the crown of life that God has promised to those who love him.13 And 

remember, when you are being tempted, do not say, “God is tempting me.” God is never 

tempted to do wrong, and he never tempts anyone else.14 Temptation comes from our own 

desires, which entice us and drag us away.15 These desires give birth to sinful actions. And 

when sin is allowed to grow, it gives birth to death. NLT 16 Don’t be deceived, my dear 

brothers and sisters. 17 Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the 

Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows. NIV 

 

3. He is Training you in righteousness. He is teaching you who you are in Jesus- Righteous, Holy, 

good, Loving, Kind, forgiving, generous & complete in Christ!  

 

2 Timothy 3:16: “All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, 

for correction, for training in righteousness; NASB 

 

Believing the Truth produces Good Fruit 

 

2 Peter 1:3-9: 3 By his divine power, God has given us everything we need for living a godly 

life. We have received all of this by coming to know him, the one who called us to himself by 

means of his marvelous glory and excellence. 4 And because of his glory and excellence, he 

has given us great and precious promises. These are the promises that enable you to share 

his divine nature and escape the world’s corruption caused by human desires.5 In view of all 

this, make every effort to respond to God’s promises. Supplement your faith with a 

generous provision of moral excellence, and moral excellence with knowledge, 6 and 

knowledge with self-control, and self-control with patient endurance, and patient endurance 

with godliness, 7 and godliness with brotherly affection, and brotherly affection with love for 

everyone. 8 The more you grow like this, the more productive and useful you will be in your 



knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 But those who fail to develop in this way are 

shortsighted or blind, forgetting that they have been cleansed from their old sins.” NLT 

 

Our good Father has given us His promises so that we can escape the moral corruption in this 

world and partake of His divine nature. He trains us in righteousness by reminding us of His 

promises concerning Who He is and Who we are in Jesus. When we believe God’s promises in 

Christ, it produces faith, moral excellence, knowledge, self-control, patience, godliness, brotherly 

affection and love in our lives. But if this fruit is not evident in our lives, this passage of Scripture 

teaches us clearly that it’s simply because we have forgotten that we have been forgiven of all our 

sins. We have forgotten that we are the righteousness of God in Christ Jesus! As we will see in 

the following story, bad behavior comes from a wrong belief about who we are. Our good Father 

corrects us by reminding us of the Truth of Who we are in Jesus. 

 

The Sweet Sound of Correction: A Case of Mistaken Identity  

How does the Father correct His two sons who were both acting badly? He corrected the 

belief of their heart. 

 

The First Son believed his identity was found in the world’s opinion of him, and it produced 

condemnation, guilt, and shame in his heart. The Father corrected the belief of his heart by 

correcting the way he saw himself.  

 

Luke 15:11-32:11 Then Jesus said, “Once there was a father with two sons. 12 The younger 

son came to his father and said, ‘Father, don’t you think it’s time to give me the share of 

your estate that belongs to me?’ So the father went ahead and distributed among the two 

sons their inheritance. 13 Shortly afterward, the younger son packed up all his belongings 

and traveled off to see the world. He journeyed to a far-off land where he soon wasted all he 

was given in a binge of extravagant and reckless living.14 “With everything spent and 

nothing left, he grew hungry, for there was a severe famine in that land. 15 So he begged a 

farmer in that country to hire him. The farmer hired him and sent him out to feed the 

pigs. 16 The son was so famished, he was willing to even eat the slop given to the pigs, 

because no one would feed him a thing.17 “Humiliated, the son finally realized what he was 

doing and he thought, ‘There are many workers at my father’s house who have all the food 

they want with plenty to spare. They lack nothing. Why am I here dying of hunger, feeding 

these pigs and eating their slop? 18 I want to go back home to my father’s house, and I’ll say 

to him, “Father, I was wrong. I have sinned against you. 19 I’ll never be worthy to be called 

your son. Please, Father, just treat me like one of your employees.”’20 “So the young son set 

off for home. From a long distance away, his father saw him coming, dressed as a beggar, 

and great compassion swelled up in his heart for his son who was returning home. So the 

father raced out to meet him. He swept him up in his arms, hugged him dearly, and kissed 

him over and over with tender love.21 “Then the son said, ‘Father, I was wrong. I have 

sinned against you. I could never deserve to be called your son. Just let me be—’“The father 

interrupted and said, ‘Son, you’re home now!’ 22 “Turning to his servants, the father said, 

‘Quick, bring me the best robe, my very own robe, and I will place it on his shoulders. Bring 

the ring, the seal of sonship, and I will put it on his finger. And bring out the best shoes you 

can find for my son. 23 Let’s prepare a great feast and celebrate. 24 For this beloved son of 

mine was once dead, but now he’s alive again. Once he was lost, but now he is found!’ And 

everyone celebrated with overflowing joy.   

 

 

 



The Second son believed his identity came from His performance (religion), and it produced 

self-righteousness and judgment in his heart. The Father corrected the belief of his heart by 

correcting the way he saw himself & others:  

 
25 “Now, the older son was out working in the field when his brother returned, and as he 

approached the house he heard the music of celebration and dancing. 26 So he called over 

one of the servants and asked, ‘What’s going on?’27 “The servant replied, ‘It’s your younger 

brother. He’s returned home and your father is throwing a party to celebrate his 

homecoming.’28 “The older son became angry and refused to go in and celebrate. So his 

father came out and pleaded with him, ‘Come and enjoy the feast with us!’ 29 “The son said, 

‘Father, listen! How many years have I been working like a slave for you, performing every 

duty you’ve asked as a faithful son? And I’ve never once disobeyed you. But you’ve never 

thrown a party for me because of my faithfulness. Never once have you even given me a 

goat that I could feast on and celebrate with my friends like he’s doing now. 30 But look at 

this son of yours! He comes back after wasting your wealth on prostitutes and reckless 

living, and here you are throwing a great feast to celebrate—for him!’ 31 “The father said, 

‘My son, you are always with me by my side. Everything I have is yours to enjoy. 32 It’s only 

right to celebrate like this and be overjoyed, because this brother of yours was once dead 

and gone, but now he is alive and back with us again. He was lost but now he is found!’” 

TPT 

 

Religion focuses on our bad behavior, but our good Father corrects the belief of our heart. The 

Father’s two sons acted badly because of a wrong belief of their heart. One went to the world for 

their identity and the other went to religion. They believed something about the Father and 

themselves that was not true.  Believing lies produces bad behavior, but believing the Truth 

produces good fruit!  

 

Religion focuses on behavior modification, but Jesus focuses on heart transformation. When we 

act badly, our good Father corrects the wrong belief of our hearts. Once we believe that what He 

says about us is true, the fruit of the Spirit will come forth effortlessly from our hearts. Our Father 

loves us and He wants us to experience His life. When we let go of our wrong belief about Him 

and ourselves, and yield to His correction and agree with Him, we will experience a harvest of 

righteousness and His perfect peace in our lives (Hebrews 12:11; Galatians 5:22-24). 


