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Week 5 

 

The Lie Religion Taught Me about Tithing 

 

The Lie: Tithing qualifies you for God’s blessing. If you don’t tithe, you’ll be cursed.  

 

How do we know this is a lie? 1 John 4:16 & 18 says, “God is Love. Love NEVER 

brings fear, for fear is always related to punishment. But love’s perfection drives the 

fear of punishment far from our hearts. TPT 

 

Where did this lie come from? 

 

Malachi 3:8-10: 8 “Will a man rob God? Yet you have robbed Me! But you say, ‘In 

what way have we robbed You? In tithes and offerings. 9 You are cursed with a 

curse, For you have robbed Me, Even this whole nation.10 Bring all the tithes into 

the storehouse, That there may be food in My house, And try Me now in this,” Says 

the LORD of hosts, “If I will not open for you the windows of heaven. And pour out 

for you such blessing. That there will not be room enough to receive it. NKJV 

 

Just because there is a verse in the Bible doesn’t mean it applies to you. In this verse, God 

was speaking to the Children of Israel who were under the law. Remember, Romans 3:19 

say, “Whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law.”  And 

Romans 6:14 says, “you are not under the law, but under grace.” But If you choose 

to live by this law, Galatians 3:10 says that you must keep the entire law to be blessed by 

God, not just the law of tithing. You must obey every command perfectly!  

 

And if you are going to depend on the law of tithing to qualify you for God’s blessing, 

you need to make sure you follow all the instructions concerning the law of tithing. These 

instructions can be found in: Leviticus 27:30-34; Numbers 18:21-28; Deuteronomy 

12:6-17; 14:22-28; 26:1-13; 2 Chronicles 31:5-12; Nehemiah 10:37-38 & 12:44; 13:5-

12 

 

I remember the day I realized that I was believing a lie Religion taught me. I heard so 

many messages from Malachi 3:8-10 that told me that I could earn God’s blessing by 

tithing, but if I didn’t tithe I would be under God’s curse. Oh the bondage of pride that 

brought into my heart when I kept that law & oh the bondage of fear if I didn’t! I 

believed this lie for far too many years! 

 

 

http://www.conniewitter.com/


The Truth that set me free:  My eyes were opened through this passage of Scripture: 

 

Galatians 3:10-14, 18: 10 “All who depend on the Law [who are seeking to be 

justified by obedience to the Law] are under a curse and doomed to 

disappointment.” AMP  

10 If you choose to live in bondage under the legalistic rule of religion, you live 

under the law’s curse. For it is clearly written: “Utterly cursed is everyone who fails 

to practice every detail and requirement that is written in this Law!” 11 For the 

Scriptures reveal, and it is obvious, that no one achieves the righteousness of God by 

attempting to keep the law, for it is written: “Those who have been made holy will 

live by faith!” 12 But keeping the law does not require faith, but self-effort. For the 

Law teaches, “If you practice the principles of law, You must follow all of them.” 13 

Yet, Jesus paid the full price to set us free from the curse of the law. He absorbed it 

completely as he became a “curse” in our place. For it is written: “Everyone who is 

hung upon a tree is doubly cursed.” 14 Jesus, our Messiah was hung upon a “tree,” 

bearing the curse in our place and in so doing, dissolved it from our lives, so that all 

the blessings of Abraham can be poured out upon us! And now God shows grace to 

all of us and gives us the promise of the wonderful Holy Spirit who lives within us 

when we believe in him. 18 We receive all the promises because of the Promised 

One—not because we keep the law! TPT 

 

I had actually believed that I could earn God’s blessing by following the law of tithing. I 

was living like a fearful slave trying to earn His blessing through my obedience to the 

law, instead of realizing I was an heir because I was His beloved daughter. (Galatians 

4:4-7; Romans 8:15-17). The Truth is- if I depended on my obedience to this law to earn 

God’s blessing, I would have to make sure I kept every law perfectly. We all know 

nobody can do that! My eyes were opened to the Truth that I am blessed not because of 

what I do! I am blessed because of what Jesus did for me! Oh the happy dance I did that 

day!! And I’ve been dancing in the circle of His love ever since! 

 

Is Tithing mentioned in the New Testament? 

 

What is our motivation for tithing? Jesus teaches about the heart 

 

In Matthew 23:23 & Luke 11:42 Jesus teaches the Pharisees who lived by the law that 

they give tithe of all they possess, but it didn’t even matter because they didn’t have love 

in their hearts. They were concerned about following religious rules, but Jesus wanted 

their heart.  

 

2 Corinthians 13:3 says that we could give everything we have away, but if it isn’t 

motivated by love it profits us nothing. 

 

 



Who are you trusting in? yourself or Jesus? Your good works or His finished work? 

 

Why do I expect God to bless me? Is it because I tithe or is it because of Jesus? 

 

In Luke 18:9-15: Jesus teaches about men who trust in themselves and what they have 

done; instead of trusting in Jesus and what He has done for them:  

 

Luke 18:9-15: The Parable of the Pharisee and the Tax Collector 

9 Also He spoke this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were 

righteous, and despised others: 10 “Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a 

Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11 The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with 

himself, ‘God, I thank You that I am not like other men—extortioners, unjust, 

adulterers, or even as this tax collector. 12 I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that 

I possess.’ 13 And the tax collector, standing afar off, would not so much as 

raise his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me a 

sinner!’ 14 I tell you, this man went down to his house justified rather than the other; 

for everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will 

be exalted.” NKJV 

There is no other mention of tithing in the entire New Testament except for 

Hebrews chapter 7. 

Hebrews 7:1-28: This chapter of the Bible mentions tithing, but it’s not for the purpose 

of teaching a New Covenant believer to tithe, but rather to teach us the difference 

between the Old Covenant Levitical Priesthood that was based on obedience to the law 

and required a continual sacrifice for the people’s sins. And, Jesus, Who became our 

High Priest forever- He made us perfect forever & qualified us for God’s blessing by His 

one and final sacrifice. (Hebrews 10:14) The Old Covenant focused on man’s 

performance & his good works, but the New Covenant focuses on Jesus & His finished 

work! The first covenant depended on your faithfulness to God, but the New Covenant 

depends on Jesus’ faithfulness to you: Hebrews 8:6-12 

 

Hebrews 7:22: “Jesus has become our Guarantee of a better agreement- a more 

excellent and more advantageous covenant.” AMP  

Hebrews 8:6: “ But now Jesus, our High Priest, has been given a ministry that is far 

superior to the old priesthood, for he is the one who mediates for us a far better 

covenant with God, based on better promises. NLT 



Hebrews 8:13: “When God speaks of a new [covenant or agreement], He makes the 

first one obsolete (out of use). And what is obsolete (out of use and annulled because 

of age) is ripe for disappearance and to be dispensed with altogether.” AMP 

 

A New Way to Live: New Covenant Giving- we are led by God’s Spirit 

2 Corinthians 9:7-11:  7 “Let giving flow from your heart, not from a sense of 

religious duty. Let it spring up freely from the joy of giving—all because God loves 

hilarious generosity! TPT 8 And God is able to make all grace (every favor 

and earthly blessing) come to you in abundance, so that you may always and under 

all circumstances and whatever the need be self-sufficient [possessing enough to 

require no aid or support and furnished in abundance for every good work and 

charitable donation]. 9 As it is written, He [the benevolent person] scatters abroad; 

He gives to the poor; His deeds of justice and goodness and benevolence  will go on 

and endure forever!  10 And [God] Who provides seed for the sower and bread for 

eating will also provide and multiply your [resources for] sowing and increase the 

fruits of your righteousness [which manifests itself in active goodness, kindness, and 

charity]. AMP 11 You will be enriched in every way so that you can be generous on 

every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. 

NIV 

 

As a New Covenant believer we no longer live by the law; we live by the Spirit. We give 

generously not in order to be blessed, but because we are blessed in Jesus & He has given 

us a loving, generous heart just like His! We no longer have to submit to the control of 

Religion telling us how much to give and where to give it. We are no longer controlled by 

fear and giving from a sense of religious duty, but we are free to give from a heart of 

love. We give to those in need and to every good work with a joyful heart. We are 

blessed to be a blessing because of Jesus! We are no longer fearful slaves to the law; we 

are beloved children of God! He takes care of us because He loves us and we are His!  

Oh the joy of giving when you are truly free! After reading that Jesus set you free from 

the curse of the law, and that His blessing is poured out upon you not because of your self 

effort to keep the law, but because of what He did for you, I hope you are dancing in the 

circle of His love with me!! I call it the FREEDOM dance! I’ve been set free and I ain’t 

never going back to religious bondage! I’m abundantly blessed because of Jesus & so are 

you!! Woohoo!! Matthew 6:26 say, “Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or 

reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not 

much more valuable than they?” NIV 


