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Week 4 

 

Religion Makes Fearful Slaves; Jesus Made us Fearless Sons 

 

Has Religion Taught you something that created fear in your heart?  You can be 

very sure if a message brings you fear, It’s a Lie! 

 

Many things that Religion teaches produces fear in the human heart: 

• Fear of hell 

• Fear of punishment 

• Fear of end times 

• Fear of not having God’s approval 

• Fear of never being good enough 

• Fear of judgment 

• Fear of being left behind 

• Fear of things not working out well for you if you don’t do everything right 

• Fear of what others think of you. 

• Fear of being rejected if you don’t follow all the rules 

• Fear, Fear & more Fear.  

 

Religion uses fear to control people’s behavior, but Jesus’ Perfect Love drives fear 

far from our hearts! 

 

1 John 4:16,18: 16 We have come into an intimate experience with God’s love, and 

we trust in the love he has for us. God is Love. 18 Love never brings fear, for fear is 

always related to punishment. But love’s perfection drives the fear of punishment 

far from our hearts. TPT 

 

Perfect Love Brings Perfect Peace 

 

In John 14:27, Jesus said: “I am leaving you with a gift—peace of mind and heart. 

And the peace I give is a gift the world cannot give. So don’t be troubled or afraid.”  

NLT 

 

And in John 16:33, Jesus says this to you: “I have told you these things, so that in 

Me you may have [perfect] peace and confidence. In the world you have 

tribulation and trials and distress and frustration; but be of good cheer [take 

courage; be confident, certain, undaunted]! For I have overcome the world. [I have 

deprived it of power to harm you and have conquered it for you.]  (Romans 8:37) 

 

So if the message you hear does not produce perfect peace and confidence in your heart, 

it’s not the Truth, it’s not the Gospel, and it’s not from Jesus!  
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Take away the fear, and the controlling religious system comes tumbling down! 

 

The very purpose of fear is to control! I love this statement made by my good friend, 

Pieter Swart, and fellow minister of grace, “If I preach a message that establishes your 

heart in fear- I can control you. The Gospel always establishes the heart in grace & 

peace. A heart full of peace cannot be controlled, it is wide open for the guidance of 

the Spirit- Pieter Swart 

 

Religion Makes Fearful Slaves; Jesus Made us Fearless Sons! 

• Slaves are controlled by outward rules & fear if they don’t follow them 

• Sons are lead by God’s Spirit- they live from Who they are in Christ- beloved 

Children of God- (Galatians 5:22-23 

 

Romans 8:14-15: “14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of 

God.” NKJV 15 So you have not received a spirit that makes you fearful slaves. 

Instead, you received God’s Spirit when he adopted you as his own children. Now 

we call him, “Abba, Father.” NLT  (2 Timothy 1:7) 

 

Romans 8:15-17: “15 you did not receive the “spirit of religious duty,” leading you 

back into the fear of never being good enough. But you have received the “Spirit of 

full acceptance,” enfolding you into the family of God. And you will never feel 

orphaned, for as he rises up within us, our spirits join him in saying the words of 

tender affection, “Beloved Father!” 16 For the Holy Spirit makes God’s fatherhood 

real to us as he whispers into our innermost being, “You are God’s beloved child!” 
17 And since we are his true children, we qualify to share all his treasures, for 

indeed, we are heirs of God himself. And since we are joined to Christ, we also 

inherit all that he is and all that he has.” TPT 

 

You are God’s beloved Child: 

• You are led by God’s Spirit 

• You are not a fearful slave to the law 

• You never have to fear not being good enough 

• You are fully accepted! 

• You have a Father who dearly loves you! 

• You qualify for all of His promises 

• You are an heir of God- You inherit all that He is and all that He has for free 

simply because you are His beloved child! 

Whenever I feel afraid, as we all do at times, I turn my heart & thoughts to my good, 

good Father. For I know He will never be angry at me, never judge me, never leave me 

nor forsake me or change His opinion of me. His Perfect Love casts out all my fear! Like 

a little child who feels loved by their daddy, I run to my daddy who I know will take care 

of me, love me, and protect me! Not because I’ve done everything right, but just because 

I’m His. Everything He is and everything He has is mine. I am an heir to all His promises 

because I am His beloved child. His perfect Love fills my heart with Perfect peace. 



 

What about the fear of the Lord? The Bible is full of verses on the Fear of the Lord. 

In order to rightly divide the word of Truth, we must know what the word “Fear” in these 

verses really mean. The Hebrew and Greek words for this word “Fear” means “reverent 

or reverence.” The word reverence means: “deep respect for someone or something. 

Synonyms: high esteem, high regard, great respect, admiration, appreciation.” So 

when a person “Fears the Lord” it doesn’t mean they are afraid of Him, but rather they 

hold Him in high esteem, high regard, great respect and admiration. We believe what He 

says because we highly respect our good Father. 

 

As a Beloved Child of God, you are an heir of His Promises 

Galatians 4:4-10, 12, 28: “When that era came to an end and the time of fulfillment 

had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the written law.5 Yet all 

of this was so that he would redeem and set free all those held hostage to the written 

law so that we would receive our freedom and a full legal adoption as his children. 

6 And so that we would know for sure that we are his true children, God released the 

Spirit of Sonship into our hearts—moving us to cry out intimately, “My Father! 

You’re our true Father!” 7 Now we’re no longer living like slaves under the law, but 

we enjoy being God’s very own sons and daughters! And because we’re his, we can 

access everything our Father has—for we are heirs of God through Jesus, the 

Messiah! 8 Before we knew God as our Father and we became his children, we were 

unwitting servants to the powers that be, which are nothing compared to God. 9 But 

now that we truly know him and understand how deeply we’re loved by him, why 

would we, even for a moment, consider turning back to those weak and feeble 

principles of religion, as though we were still subject to them? 10 Why would we want 

to go backwards into the bondage of religion.” TPT 

12 Beloved ones, I plead with you, follow my example and become free from the 

bondage of religion. 28 Dear friends, just like Isaac, we’re now the true children who 

inherit the kingdom promises. TPT 

Galatians 3:18: We receive all the promises because of the Promised One—not 

because we keep the law! TPT 

2 Corinthians 1:20: “The yes to all of God’s promises is in Christ, and through 

Christ we say yes to the glory of God.” NCV 

When we truly embrace that we are beloved children who are led by God’s Spirit and 

heirs of His promises, and not fearful slaves who are trying to earn them, we will 

experience the perfect peace that Jesus came to give us all! We will finally live free from 

the fear and control of religion and it’s rules and steps to the promises of God, and truly 

enjoy just being beloved children who are blessed because of Jesus!  


