
Lies Religion Taught Me & The Truth That Set Me Free by Connie Witter 

www.conniewitter.com 

Week 10 

 

Religion Divides Us! Jesus Made us One! 

 

Rule-keeping, Peer pleasing Religion has divided us into over 40,000 different 

denominations. That is the result of man-made religion. 

 

Rule-keeping, Peer-pleasing Religion promotes this lie & produces this mindset: We are 

better than others. If you don’t belong to our church & follow our rules, you’re not 

accepted. If you don’t believe like us, we reject you. If you don’t agree with us, you are not 

accepted or welcomed.  

 

Comparing & Division is the ultimate deception of Religion because it is the opposite of 

LOVE! Religion divides us by our doctrines and rules, but Love made us ONE in Christ! 

Rule-keeping Religion teaches separation from Christ and separates us from each other 

(Galatians 5:4), but Jesus taught us that we are One in Him. He unites us by making us 

equal in Him. 

 

I. What is the True Gospel of Jesus Christ? What is the message that unites us and 

made us ONE?  

Jesus Prayed for us & revealed that His ultimate mission in being the final sacrifice 

for us was to make us one in His love.  

 In John 17:20-23, 26, Jesus prayed: “20 “I ask not only for these disciples, but also for 

all those who will one day believe in me through their message. 21 I pray for them all 

to be joined together as one even as you and I, Father, are joined together as one. I 

pray for them to become one with us so that the world will recognize that you sent me. 
22 For the very glory you have given to me I have given them so that they will be 

joined together as one and experience the same unity that we enjoy. 23 You live fully in 

me and now I live fully in them so that they will experience perfect unity, and the 

world will be convinced that you have sent me, for they will see that you love each one 

of them with the same passionate love that you have for me. 26 I have revealed to them 

who you are and I will continue to make you even more real to them, so that they may 

experience the same endless love that you have for me, for your love will now live in 

them, even as I live in them!” 

2 Peter 1:17 shows us the glory that the Father gave the Son: “17 He received honor and 

glory from God the Father when the voice came to him from the Majestic Glory, saying, 

“This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased. 
 

Jesus made us one with Him & One with each other so we could live in perfect harmony & 

unity in Him. He gave us all the same glory the Father gave Him. He gave us His identity! 

Glory means “a good opinion concerning one, resulting in praise, honour, and glory.” 



(Blueletterbible.org) So when Jesus shared His glory with us by making us one with Him, 

we now equally share in the Father’s good opinion. Our good Father has the same good 

opinion of each of us as He does Jesus, and that ends all comparison and division among us 

by making us equal in Him. You and I are equally loved, blessed, favored, approved and 

accepted in Christ! Now we are free not to look at each other in the flesh, but to see each 

other in the Spirit. (2 Corinthians 5:16-17). Jesus corrected the belief of the religious 

leaders because they were judging according to the flesh, and not according to the good 

opinion of the Father. (John 8:15) If we reject each other, we are rejecting Jesus and we are 

rejecting ourselves because we are one. If we love each other, we are loving Jesus and we 

are loving ourselves because we are one. When we look at each other in the spirit, we see 

Jesus! 

 

II. We are equal in Christ!  

 

Ephesians 2:13-18: “ 13 Yet look at you now! Everything is new! Although you were 

once distant and far away from God, now you have been brought delightfully close to 

him through the sacred blood of Jesus—you have actually been united to Christ! 
14 Our reconciling “Peace” is Jesus! He has made Jew and non-Jew one in Christ. By 

dying as our sacrifice, he has broken down every wall of prejudice that separated 

us and has now made us equal through our union with Christ. 15 Ethnic hatred has been 

dissolved by the crucifixion of his precious body on the cross. The legal code that 

stood condemning every one of us has now been repealed by his command. His triune 

essence has made peace between us by starting over—forming one new race of 

humanity, Jews and non-Jews fused together!16 Two have now become one, and we 

live restored to God and reconciled in the body of Christ. Through his crucifixion, 

hatred died. 17 For the Messiah has come to preach this sweet message of peace to you, 

the ones who were distant, and to those who are near. 18 And now, because we are 

united to Christ, we both have equal and direct access in the realm of the Holy Spirit 

to come before the Father!” 

 

By dying as our sacrifice and making us perfect forever, He destroyed every wall of 

prejudice and judgment that separated us, and has now made us equal through our union 

with Him. He is our peace with God and with each other! When we get our eyes on Jesus, 

and believe who we are in Him, religion will no longer divide us.  

 

III. Those who teach the True Gospel of Jesus, build up the body of Christ by 

reminding us of our true identity in Jesus. When Jesus is our message, the body of 

Christ is united in LOVE!   

 

 Ephesians 4:5,11-16: “5 For the Lord God is one, and so are we, for we share in one 

faith, one baptism, and one Father. 6 And He is the perfect Father who leads us all, 

works through us all, and lives in us all! 11 He has appointed some with grace to be 

apostles, and some with grace to be prophets, and some with grace to be evangelists, 

and some with grace to be pastors, and some with grace to be teachers.12 And their 

calling is to nurture and prepare all the holy believers to do their own works of 

ministry, and as they do this they will enlarge and build up the body of 



Christ. 13 These grace ministries will function until we all attain oneness in the faith, 

until we all experience the fullness of what it means to know the Son of God, and 

finally we become one perfect man with the full dimensions of spiritual maturity and 

fully developed in the abundance of Christ. 14 And then our immaturity will end! And 

we will not be easily shaken by trouble, nor led astray by novel teachings or by the 

false doctrines of deceivers who teach clever lies. 15 But instead we will remain strong 

and always sincere in our love as we express the truth. All our direction and ministries 

will flow from Christ and lead us deeper into him, the anointed Head of his body, the 

church.16 For his “body” has been formed in his image and is closely joined together 

and constantly connected as one. And every member has been given divine gifts to 

contribute to the growth of all; and as these gifts operate effectively throughout the 

whole body, we are built up and made perfect in love.” TPT 

 

Colossians 1:25-29: 25 God has given me the responsibility of serving his church by 

proclaiming his entire message to you. 26 This message was kept secret for centuries 

and generations past, but now it has been revealed to God’s people. 27 For God wanted 

them to know that the riches and glory of Christ are for you Gentiles, too. And this is 

the secret: Christ lives in you. This gives you assurance of sharing his glory. NLT28–

29 Christ is our message! We preach to awaken hearts and bring every person into the 

full understanding of truth. It has become my inspiration and passion in ministry to 

labor with a tireless intensity, with his power flowing through me, to present to every 

believer the revelation of being his perfect one in Jesus Christ. TPT 

 

IV. Division, jealousy, competition, arguing over doctrine, and comparing ourselves to 

each other is a religious mindset. It’s the result of looking to our own opinion for our 

identity instead of Jesus.  

 

1 Corinthians 3:3-5: “3 for you are living your lives dominated by the mind-set of the 

flesh. Ask yourselves: Is there jealousy among you? Do you compare yourselves with 

others? Do you quarrel like children and end up taking sides? If so, this proves that 

you are living your lives centered on yourselves, dominated by the mind-set of the 

flesh, and behaving like unbelievers. 4 For when you divide yourselves up in groups—

a “Paul group” and an “Apollos group”—you’re acting like people without the 

Spirit’s influence.” TPT 16 Don’t you realize that all of you together are the temple of 

God and that the Spirit of God lives in you? NLT 

 

2 Corinthians 10:12,17: “12 They compare themselves to one another and make up 

their own standards to measure themselves by, and then they judge themselves by 

their own standards. What self-delusion!” TPT 17 As the Scriptures say, “If you want 

to boast, boast only about the Lord.” NLT 

(Galatians 6:14 & Phillipians 3:3) 

 

When we compare ourselves and judge each other by our own standards and rules, we are 

in self-delusion. We have lost sight of Jesus, and have been deceived by man-made 

religion. The Truth is Jesus is the final word over all of us. As He is so are we in this world. 



We are the love family because of Jesus! We are equally loved & our true identity is found 

in Him! Religion Divides us, but Jesus made us ONE! 


