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B L U E  B O O KB L U E  B O O K

��“i’m really looking forward to lit Hum” means, 
    “i’m smart (and relatable, too!).”

��´,·P�QRW�JRLQJ�WR�WKH�ÀUVW�/LW�+XP�OHFWXUH�µ�
     means, “i’m numb to this bullshit.”

��´(FRQ�µ�PHDQV��´(FRQRPLFV�µ

��´,�OLYH�LQ�-RKQ�-D\�µ�PHDQV��´,·P�D�FUHDWLYH�LQGL�
     vidual living in a world of harsh realities.”

��“We’re going out tonight,” means, “nikolai on 
     Carman 12!!!”

��“that’s heteronormative,” means, “We are no 
     longer friends.”

��“What dorm do you live in, where are you from, 
     and what’s your major?” means, “name, rank, 
     and serial number?”

��´:H·UH�JRLQJ�WR�0XGG�%DOF·�µ�PHDQV��´%OD]H�LW"µ

��´,W·V�VXFK�DQ�LQWHUHVWLQJ�FODVV�µ�PHDQV��´:KDW�
     parts of the reading i did blew my mind.”

��“He’s a golden nugget,” means, “maybe this 
�����RQH�ZLOO�FKDQJH�P\�OLIH�µ

��´,W·V�)ULGD\�µ�PHDQV��´-RKQ�-D\�LV�FORVHG�µ

��´<RX�KDYH�VXFK�D�QLFH�EHG�µ�PHDQV��´/HW·V�IUHDN�
�����HDFK�RWKHU�µ

��“i’m going to Avery,” means, “i need more, more 
     than the average person.”

��“i got tapped,” means, “the frats are interested 
     in my style, and they want to see if it will mesh 
�����ZLWK�WKHLU�FUHZ�µ

POSTCARD FROM MORNINGSIDE

Come again!?
“We hope students will follow 
WKH�SUHFHGHQW�VHW�E\�WKH�JUHDWHVW�
DVWURQRPHUV�ZKR�FKDOOHQJHG�FRP-
PRQO\�DFFHSWHG�LGHDV�IRU�WKH�VDNH�RI�
VFLHQWLÀF�DGYDQFHPHQW�µ

–1623�FRRUGLQDWRUV�-DGH�
%RQDFROWD��%&�·����(PPD�&KDYHV��
&&�·����DQG�7DZDQQD�&XUUHQFH��
*6�·����DQQRXQFLQJ�WKH������

nSop theme, 
´,QÀQLWH�3RVVLELOLWLHVµ

transaCtions
arriVals

7KH�&ODVV�RI�����
$�VSHFVXFNV�UHGHVLJQ
:L�)L�LQ�VRPH�FLW\�SDUNV
$������7ZLWWHU�DFFRXQW��DV�OD]\�DV�
����
$Q�2IÀFH�RI�6WXGHQW�(QJDJHPHQW

Departures
@sree, Columbia’V�ÀUVW�&KLHI�
'LJLWDO�2IÀFHU��WR�EHFRPH�WKH�
0HWURSROLWDQ�0XVHXP�RI�$UW·V�ÀUVW�
&KLHI�'LJLWDO�2IÀFHU
7ZR�RI�WKH�ÀYH�RULJLQDO�0RUQLQJ-
VLGHUV��RYHU�´GLVSDUDWH�YLVLRQVµ�
LQ�´WKH�PXVLFDO�GLUHFWLRQ�RI�WKH�
EDQGµ

letter From tHe eDitor
Here is the letter i almost wrote, in brief:
“7KLV�VXPPHU�,�YLVLWHG�DQRWKHU�FROOHJH��DQG�LWV�FDPSXV�ZDVQ’t 

QHDUO\�DV�JUDFHIXO�DV�RXUV��ZKLFK�LV�SOHDVLQJO\�UDWLRQDO�DQG�UHFWLOLQHDU�
DQG�ZDV�GHVLJQHG�E\�0F.LP��0HDGH�	�:KLWH�”

So i won’t go there, despite this being the orientation issue 
and probably the best time of year for mawkishness. instead i will be 
“negative,”�DQG�RIIHU�WKH�&ODVV�RI������RQH�SLHFH�RI�DGYLFH�

By the end of last spring, some vital stuff in me had been 
UHSODFHG� E\� ELOH�� $FFRUGLQJO\�� ,� ÁHG� &ROXPELD
V� WR[LF� PLDVPD� RI�
WULSOH�LURQ\��IHLJQHG�DFDGHPLFLVP��DQG�QDUFLVVLVWLF�VHOI�HIIDFHPHQW��
RI� ZKLFK� ,� KDG� UHJUHWWDEO\� EHFRPH� D� SDUWLFOH�� ,� VSHQW� WKH� VXPPHU�
ZRUNLQJ� LQ� ZKDW� WKH� ZHDWKHUPDQ� XQIDLOLQJO\� FDOOHG� WKH� “heart of 
Arkansas.”

$�PRQWK� LQWR�P\� VHTXHVWUDWLRQ� LQ� D� GU\� FRXQW\� VXUURXQGHG�
E\�GU\�FRXQWLHV��VRPH�&ROXPELD�IULHQGV�VWRSSHG�E\�RQ�D�URDG�WULS��
'ULQNLQJ�ODWH�LQWR�7XHVGD\�PRUQLQJ��ZH�]HDORXVO\�DQG�FDSULFLRXVO\�
GHEDWHG�RXU�LGHDOV��HDFK�FRQWHQGLQJ�WKDW�RQO\�KH�KDG�D�FODLP�WR�WKH�
word “ideal”�DW�DOO��H[FHSW�IRU�RQH�GLUW\�SUDJPDWLVW���,W·G�EHHQ�D�ZKLOH�
VLQFH�,·G�KDG�RQH�RI�WKRVH��DQG�,�RYHUGLG�LW�

7KH�QH[W�PRUQLQJ��DV�P\�LQGROHQW�IULHQGV�VQRUHG�LQ�P\�OLYLQJ�
URRP��,�VZDOORZHG�WZR�$GYLOV�DQG�WZR�HOHFWURO\WH�WDEOHWV�DQG�ZHQW�WR�
what would be a long morning.

7KDW�DIWHUQRRQ��DIWHU�P\�KHDG�FOHDUHG�XS��,�UHDOL]HG�WKDW�,�ZDV�
PRUH�H[KDXVWHG�IURP�RXU�VSLULWHG�GHEDWH�WKDQ�RXU�GULQNLQJ�

/DVW� VSULQJ�� WRR�PXFK� RI� WKDW� VRUW� RI� VWUDLQ� KDG� ZRUNHG� XS�
PHQWDO�FDOOXVHV�WR�WKH�SRLQW�WKDW�,�QHYHU�OHW�P\�GHIHQVHV�GRZQ��,�NQRZ�
,�DP�QRW�WKH�RQO\�RQH�ZKR��KDYLQJ�FDUHOHVVO\�LQWURGXFHG�DQ�LGHD�LQWR�D�
FRQYHUVDWLRQ��KDV�IHOW�VWUDQJHO\�DQG�QRW�TXLWH�FRQVFLRXVO\�FRPSHOOHG�
WR�GHIHQG�LW�WR�WKH�GHDWK�RI�WKH�FRQYHUVDWLRQ��$IWHU�DOO��UHWUDFWLRQ�RU�
PRGLÀFDWLRQ�ZRXOG�DPRXQW�WR�VXUUHQGHU�

������WKDW�SUHVVXUH�LV�VWLPXODWLQJ��,W�LV�ZKDW�PDNHV�&ROXPELD�
so worthwhile, and too little of it will render your undergraduate 
\HDUV�VSLULWOHVV�DQG�FROG��%XW�WRR�PXFK�FDQ�PDNH�\RX�QR�IXQ�DW�DOO�

— Conor Skelding

Postcard by Leila Mgaloblishvili

We at the Blue and White know that matriculating to college is a Big Transition. In hopes of slightly smooth-
LQJ�RXW�\RXU�7UDQVLWLRQ��ZH�KDYH�VLPSO\�GHÀQHG�D�IHZ�FRPPRQ�SKUDVHV�WKDW�\RX�IURVK�DUH�OLNHO\�WR�KHDU��WR�
help you pick up the lingo. For, “Intemperance in talk makes a dreadful havoc in the heart.” And the absolute 
last thing college should wreak is havoc in the heart.
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iW·V� ��� R·FORFN� RQ� D� 6DWXUGD\� QLJKW� DW� WKH� 3DULV�
Blues Bar on 122nd and Adam Clayton powell. 

%HWZHHQ� MD]]� VHWV�� WKH\� VZLWFK� WKH�EXUGHQ�RI� WXQHV�
RYHU�WR�WKH�ZHOO�VWRFNHG�MXNHER[��:LWK�WKH�FKDQJH-
RYHU��VRPH�PXVLFLDQV�VWHS�RXWVLGH�IRU�D�VPRNH��RWK-
ers head inside to set up.

7KH�VPDOO�EDU�KRVWV�D�PL[HG�FURZG��\RXQJ�DQG�
ROG��EODFN�DQG�ZKLWH��7ZR�´ROG�WLPHUVµ�OHDQ�DJDLQVW�
the bar by the door, and a large group of tourists 
gets up to leave. 

Samuel J. Hargress Jr. presides over it all. 
“i’m the founder, the owner, the president,” 

KH� VD\V�� %RUQ� LQ� $ODEDPD�� +DUJUHVV� FDPH� WR� 1HZ�
York in 1962 to join his brothers after being dis-
FKDUJHG�IURP�WKH�DUP\�

´&RLQFLGHQWDO�� ,� JXHVV�µ� KH� H[SODLQV�� ZKHQ�
DVNHG�KRZ�KH�FDPH�WR�RZQ�D�EDU��´,�JRW�D�MRE�WHQGLQJ�
EDUV� DQG� EHFDPH� WKH� PDQDJHU�� 'XULQJ� WKDW� WLPH��
history will tell you that the people who owned the 
bars in Harlem, the Jews and the italians, started to 
OHDYH��7KH\�ZHUH�OHDYLQJ�EHFDXVH�WKH�SODFH�ZDV�EDG��
<RX�FRXOG�EX\�D�EDU�FKHDS��VR�,�GLG�µ

the bar has survived turbulent times. “We’ve 
EHHQ�WR�KHOO�DQG�EDFN�µ�VD\V�6DP��´+DUOHP�KDG�WKH�
EODFNRXWV�DQG�WKH�ULRWV�DQG�WKH\�WRRN�RYHU�WKH�QHLJK-
borhood. the really bad parts were when martin 
/XWKHU�.LQJ�JRW�NLOOHG��7KH\�WRUH�WKH�SODFH�XS�µ

´,� FRXOGQ·W� DIIRUG� WR� OHDYH�µ� KH� VD\V�� ´,W·V�P\�
home and my job. there were times when we were 
just barely making it, and it was tough, but we stayed 
KHUH�µ� 6DP� VD\V� KH� ZDV� OXFN\� WR� RZQ� WKH� SURSHUW\�
with his family and live above the bar he owns. “i 
GLGQ·W� KDYH� WR� ZRUU\� DERXW� JHWWLQJ� SULFHG� RXW� OLNH�
most of my neighbors did. Just a brownstone on my 
EORFN� LV�QRZ�ZRUWK� WZR�DQG�D�KDOI�PLOOLRQ�GROODUV�µ�
KH� VD\V�� ´6RPH� SHRSOH� VD\� ¶JHQWULÀFDWLRQ�·� EXW� WKH�
way i see it, somebody’s using it and it wasn’t being 
used before.”

7KH�EDU�GRHVQ·W�ORRN�PXFK�GLIIHUHQW�QRZ�IURP�
ZKHQ�LW�ZDV�IRXQGHG�LQ�������H[FHSW�IRU�VRPH�VFDI-
folding out front. “i’m doing a renovation,” Sam 
H[SODLQV��´,·P�JRLQJ�WR�XSJUDGH�WKH�EDU��QRW�FKDQJH�
it. i want it to look its age.”

— Hallie Nell Swanson

tKH�EXLOGLQJ�RQ�WKH�FRUQHU�RI�%URDGZD\�DQG����th 

Street seems an unlikely home for a nASA labo-
ratory. it’s unremarkable—it blends in with surround-
LQJ��EODQG�FDPSXV�KRXVLQJ��,�WU\�WR�SHHU�LQWR�ZLQGRZV�
RI�WKH�SDOH�EXLOGLQJ��,W·V�GDUN�LQVLGH��QR�DVWURQDXWV�RU�
aliens to be seen.

7KH�1$6$�*RGGDUG�,QVWLWXWH�IRU�6SDFH�6WXGLHV�
(giSS) on 112th�DQG�%URDGZD\�KDV�EHHQ�LQFRQVSLFX-
RXVO\� DGYDQFLQJ� VFLHQWLÀF� WKRXJKW� RQ� FOLPDWH� VLQFH�
������$FFRUGLQJ�WR�LWV�RQOLQH�DERXW�SDJH��*,66�ZDV�
VSHFLÀFDOO\�IRXQGHG�LQ�0RUQLQJVLGH�+HLJKWV�EHFDXVH�
LW� ZDV� WKRXJKW� WKDW� VFLHQWLÀF� UHVHDUFK� ZDV� ´JUHDWO\�
IDFLOLWDWHG�E\�EHLQJ�FORVH�WR�WKH�OHDGLQJ�XQLYHUVLWLHV�µ�

B L U E  N O T E S B L U E  N O T E S

*,66�GHFOLQHG�WR�EH�LQWHUYLHZHG��
i settle for talking with other insiders on the 

VFHQH�� ,� KHDG� LQWR� 7RP·V� 5HVWDXUDQW�� ZKLFK� LV� ULJKW�
EHORZ�WKH�1$6$�ODE��$�ÁRRU�DERYH�WKH�SDQFDNHV�DQG�
FRIIHH�LV�WKH�OHDGLQJ�ODERUDWRU\�IRU�DWPRVSKHULF�PRG-
HOLQJ�DQG�FOLPDWH�FKDQJH��,�DVN�D�ZDLWUHVV�ZKR�NQRZV�
DERXW�WKH�ODE�LI�VKH�HYHU�KHDUV�DQ\WKLQJ�IXQQ\�FRPLQJ�
from her upstairs neighbor. She said she sometimes 
hears bangs, but those are from the boiler room. 
:KDW� GR� WKHVH� URFNHW� VFLHQWLVWV� RUGHU"� 7KH� XVXDO³
EDFRQ�DQG�HJJV��:K\�VKRXOGQ·W�WKH\"

7KH� VPDOO� JODVV� HQWUDQFH� WR� WKH� ODERUDWRU\·V�
EXLOGLQJ� FOHYHUO\� KDV� ´&ROXPELD� %XVLQHVV� 6FKRROµ�
ZULWWHQ� RQ� LW�� DV� LI� ÀQGLQJ� LW� ZDVQ·W� DOUHDG\� KDUG�
HQRXJK��$W� ÀUVW� ,� FRXOGQ·W� EHOLHYH� WKDW� WKLV� ZDV� WKH�
HQWUDQFH�� EHFDXVH� ,� WKRXJKW� LW� ZRXOG� LQYROYH� VRPH-
WKLQJ�PRUH� WHFKQRORJLFDOO\�DGYDQFHG��SUREDEO\�ZLWK�
EODFNHG�RXW�JODVV�� ,� LPDJLQH� WKH�FRRO� VWXII� LV� ORFNHG�
in the lab. 

7KH�OREE\�RI�WKH�EXLOGLQJ�LV�WKH�FRORU�RI�ZKLWH�
EUHDG�� ,�DVN� WKH�QRQ�URERWLF�VHFXULW\�JXDUG� LI� ,·P�DW�
WKH�ULJKW�SODFH��+H�VD\V�WKDW�,�DP��VR�,�DVN�KLP��FRXOG�
,�HQWHU�WKH�ODE�DQG�FKHFN�RXW�DW�DOO�WKH�FRRO�VKLW"�1R��
2QO\�EULHÁ\�KLQGHUHG��,�ÀUH�RII�D�VWULQJ�RI�TXHVWLRQV��
´'R�WKH\�KDYH�JLDQW�WHOHVFRSHV"�,V�WKHUH�D�URFNHW"�,V�
our planet in danger?”

+H�VKDNHV�KLV�KHDG��KDUGO\�FRQFHDOLQJ�D�VPLUN��
ZKHQ�KH�VD\V�H[DFWO\�ZKDW�VRPHERG\�JXDUGLQJ�D�WRS�
VHFUHW�ODE�ZRXOG�VD\��´1DK��WKDW�VWXII�RQO\�KDSSHQV�LQ�
the movies.”

— Angelica Modabber

i passed the West 111th�6WUHHW�3HRSOH
V�*DUGHQ�
DW�OHDVW�RQFH�D�ZHHN�IRU�D�\HDU�EHIRUH�,�VWHSSHG�

inside. Sitting in the shadow of St. John’s Cathedral, 
WKH�WLQ\�SDWFK�RI�JUHHQ�LY\�DSSHDUHG�WR�ZDUUDQW�
QHLWKHU�LWV�OHQJWK\�QDPH�QRU�D�VHFRQG�JODQFH��DQG�LI�

WKH�KXONLQJ�VWDWXH�DW�LWV�FHQWHU�ZDV�DQ\�LQGLFDWLRQ�
of what the rest of the garden would be like, i wasn’t 
LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�OHDUQLQJ�PRUH��7KH�EURQ]H�VWDWXH�LV�
RYHUEHDULQJ�DQG�XJO\��'LVMRLQWHG�ÀJXUHV�RYHUODS�LQ�
D�WKUHH�GLPHQVLRQDO�FROODJH��LW�VHHPV�D�JUDWXLWRXV�
orgy of metaphor and symbolism gone wrong.

6FXOSWHG�E\�*UHJ�:\DWW��&&�·���DQG�FUHDWRU�
RI�FDPSXV·�Scholar’s Lion statue, the Peace Fountain 
GRHV�FRQWDLQ�DQ�RYHUDEXQGDQFH�RI�LPDJHV�ZURXJKW�
in twisted metal: the moon smiles as numerous 
JLUDIIHV�VWDQG�XSRQ�KLP��WKH�$UFKDQJHO�0LFKDHO�
EDQLVKHV�6DWDQ�WR�WKH�GHSWKV�RI�KHOO��D�FUDE·V�OHJV�
protrude from the pedestal. good triumphs over evil 
WKURXJK�FODVVLFDOO\�RSSRVHG�IRUFHV��GLVFRUG�DQG�KDU-
mony, light and dark, life and death. the plaque at 
WKH�IRXQWDLQ·V�EDVH�GHVFULEHV�KRZ�HDFK�SDLU�RI�RSSR-
VLWHV�FRH[LVWV�DQG�LV�UHFRQFLOHG�E\�*RG’s will.

7KH�SODTXH�VWDWHV�WKH�REMHFWLYH�RI�HDFK�VWDWXH�
LQ�WKH�JDUGHQ��DV�ZHOO��SHDFH�LV�PDGH�SRVVLEOH�
WKURXJK�GLVFLSOLQHG�OHDUQLQJ³DQ�DFW�HPERGLHG�E\�
WKH�LQFOXVLRQ�RI�VWXGHQW�ZRUN��:KLOH�WKH�IRXQWDLQ�LV�
WKH�PRVW�QRWLFHDEOH�IHDWXUH�RI�WKH�JDUGHQ��WKH�VSDFH�
DOVR�KRXVHV�D�VHULHV�RI�FKLOGUHQ’V�VFXOSWXUHV��ZKLFK�
surround the Peace Fountain at the edges of the 
JUHHQ�VSDFH��6LQFH�������WKH�JDUGHQ�KDV�VHOHFWHG�
WZHOYH�VFXOSWHG�´$QLPDOV�RI�)UHHGRPµ�HDFK�\HDU��
KDQGPDGH�E\�.����VWXGHQWV�DFURVV�1HZ�<RUN�&LW\��
the title page of thoreau’s Walden�LV�FDSWXUHG�LQ�
EURQ]H��D�IDPLO\�RI�SHQJXLQV�KXGGOH�WRJHWKHU��D�XQL-
FRUQ�VWDQGV�RQ�LWV�OHJV�ZKLOH�D�WZR�KHDGHG�GUDJRQ�
ORRNV�RQ�D�IHZ�IHHW�DZD\��7KHVH�P\VWLFDO�FUHDWXUHV�
FDUU\�IDQWDV\�LQWR�UHDOLW\�DQG�WKH�PHVVDJH�RI�IUHHGRP�
LQWR�RWKHU�UHDOPV��)UHHGRP�EHFRPHV�D�XQLYHUVDO�
TXDOLW\��HPERGLHG�E\�DOO�FUHDWLRQ�

i’ve returned to the garden several times 
VLQFH�P\�LQLWLDO�YLVLW�DQG�P\�GLVWDVWH�IRU�WKH�DHVWKHWLF�
SUHVHQFH�RI�WKH�VWDWXH�WKDW�VHUYHV�DV�WKH�IDFH�RI�WKH�
garden is strong as ever. Still, the Peace Fountain 
DQG�FKLOGUHQ’s statues 
remind us of our own 
histories—our own art 
SURMHFWV³ZKLOH�OLQNLQJ�
XV�WR�DUWLVWV�DFURVV�1HZ�
York. no matter how 
many times you walk 
around the thing, a new 
ÀJXUH�HPHUJHV�DW�D�QHZ�
angle, poking its head 
through the ivy.

—Michelle Cheripja

Illustration by Leila Mgaloblishvili Illustrations by Britt Fossum and Katharine Lin
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Rebekah Lowin

“i try to see everything as a blessing—it’s true, 
okay? it’s true!” protests rebekah lowin, CC 

·����ODXJKLQJ�D�OLWWOH��´,�VD\�D�ORW�RI�FOLFKpG�WKLQJV��EXW�
i believe them.”

:H·UH� VLWWLQJ� E\� 6W�� -RKQ� WKH� 'LYLQH·V� 3HDFH�
)RXQWDLQ� �5HEHNDK� VXJJHVWHG� WKH� PHHWLQJ� SODFH��
on a windless, hot July afternoon. from the moment 
VKH�EUHH]HG�LQ��ZHDULQJ�D�ZKLWH�VXQGUHVV�DQG�ZDYLQJ�
EULJKWO\�� 5HEHNDK� VHHPHG� JHQXLQHO\� WRXFKHG� WR� EH�
LQWHUYLHZHG³D� OLWWOH� XQH[SHFWHG�� FRQVLGHULQJ� WKDW�
KHU�LQWHUYLHZ�FRXQW�WKLV�VXPPHU�KDV�DOUHDG\�LQFOXGHG�
Bwog, the Columbia Daily Spectator, the Greenwich 
Time��DQG�Q\WKHDWUH�FRP�

:LWK�D�VRDULQJ�FRORUDWXUD�VRSUDQR�DQG�GLVSUR-
SRUWLRQDWH� DPRXQWV� RI� FKDUP� SDFNHG� LQWR� KHU� �·�µ�
IUDPH��5HEHNDK�LV�SHUKDSV�PRVW�RIWHQ�UHFRJQL]HG�DW�
Columbia for playing the role of high-strung antago-
QLVW� 1LDPK� 2·%ULHQ�� FKDPSLRQ� RI� WKH� &RUSRUDWH�
Core, in the 118th varsity Show.

0RUH� UHFHQW� DWWHQWLRQ�FDPH�KHU�ZD\�DIWHU� VKH�

ZRQ�7KH�&DOOEDFN� LQ� -XQH��D����ZHHN�VLQJLQJ�FRP-
SHWLWLRQ� DW� %URDGZD\·V� ZHOO�NQRZQ� FDEDUHW� FOXE� ���
%HORZ��$�VWULQJ�RI�SHUIRUPDQFHV�IROORZHG��LQFOXGLQJ�
DW� WKH� 1HZ� <RUN� 0XVLFDO� 7KHDWUH� )HVWLYDO� DQG� WKH�
new York fringe festival. this fall, she’ll perform at 
WKH�/LQFROQ�&HQWHU·V�5RVH�7KHDWHU�DQG�UHWXUQ�WR����
%HORZ�IRU�D�VROR�FDEDUHW�VKRZ�

´6KH� KDV� WKLV� ZD\� RI� ZLQQLQJ� DQ� DXGLHQFH�
over,” remarks Solomon Hoffman, CC ’14, the musi-
FDO�GLUHFWRU�DQG�FRPSRVHU�ZKR�ZRUNHG�ZLWK�5HEHNDK�
for the 117th and 118th varsity Shows, among other 
SURGXFWLRQV��´(YHQ�ZKHQ�VKH�SOD\V�D�YLOODLQ�µ

,Q�SHUVRQ��WKDW�FKDULVPD�WUDQVODWHV�WR�D�ZDUPWK�
DQG� XQDIIHFWHGQHVV� WKDW� SXWV� RWKHU� SHRSOH� DW� HDVH��
She talks animatedly, interrupting herself to dart 
EHWZHHQ� LGHDV� DQG� SXQFWXDWLQJ� KHU� UHVSRQVHV� ZLWK�
H[FODPDWLRQV� OLNH�� ´7KLV� LV� WKH� TXHVWLRQ� ,
YH� DOZD\V�
wanted to answer!” 

´,� IHHO� OLNH� KHU� EUDLQ� ZRUNV� DW� ÀYH� WLPHV� WKH�
speed of everyone else’s,” says emily ellis, CC ’14, 
ZKR�EHFDPH�FORVH�IULHQGV�ZLWK�5HEHNDK�DIWHU�WKH�SDLU�
lived together in Carman. 

7KH\�ODWHU�VKDUHG�D�5XJJOHV�VXLWH��ZKLFK�(PLO\�
GHVFULEHV�OHDYLQJ�RQH�PRUQLQJ�DV�5HEHNDK�WLQNHUHG�
ZLWK� KHU� SURIHVVLRQDO� ZHEVLWH�� ´6KH� ZDV� SHUFKHG�
LQ�EHG��RQH� OHJ�XQGHU� DQG�RQH� OHJ�RYHU� WKH� FRYHUV�µ�
(PLO\�UHFDOOV��´,�UHPHPEHU�FRPLQJ�EDFN�DURXQG�ÀYH�
KRXUV� ODWHU� DQG� VKH� OLWHUDOO\� KDGQ·W�PRYHG� D�PXVFOH�
WKH� HQWLUH� WLPH� ,� ZDV� JRQH�� +HU� IRFXV� LV� XQEHOLHY-
able.”

even as she works toward Broadway, rebekah 
ODFNV� WKH� VWHHO\�H\HG�� FXWWKURDW� GULYH� FRPPRQ� LQ�
show business. “i love singing. it’s the biggest part of 
P\�OLIH�µ�VKH�VD\V�VLPSO\��EHIRUH�PDNLQJ�D�GLVWLQFWLRQ��
“But for me, the most important thing is to have a var-
LHG�OLIH�DQG�QRW�WR�IRFXV�DOO�P\�HQHUJ\�RQ�RQH�WKLQJ�µ�

$� FUHDWLYH� ZULWLQJ� PDMRU�� 5HEHNDK� PDNHV�
time to write poetry, do yoga—“i’m trying to be a 
KLSSLH�� EXW� FOHDUO\� ,·P� MXVW� VRPH� SUHSS\� JLUO� IURP�
&RQQHFWLFXW�µ� VKH� TXLSV³DQG� FROOHFW� LQVSLUDWLRQDO�

TXRWHV�� �:KHQ� ,� DVN� IRU� RQH�� VKH� VWDUWV� WR� UHFLWH�
:HQGHOO� %HUU\·V� ´7KH� 3HDFH� RI�:LOG� 7KLQJVµ� IURP�
memory.)

6KH·V�TXLFN�WR�SRLQW�RXW�IDFWRUV�LQ�KHU�VXFFHVV�
EHVLGHV� KHU� RZQ� WDOHQW�� IURP� KHU� ÀQDQFLDO� EDFN-
ground to good karma. “i think i’ve been a good 
friend and a good person, and that’s why a lot of this 
is happening,” she says. if that would sound trite 
FRPLQJ� IURP� VRPHRQH� HOVH�� 5HEHNDK� VD\V� LW� ZLWK�
VLQFHULW\�

6KH�DGGV��OLJKWO\��´,�EX\�LQWR�DOO�WKDW�FUDS�µ
— Naomi Sharp

Jack waLden

rHFRYHULQJ� IURP� KLV� ZHHNHQG� GLHW� RI� ´D� VKLWORDG�
RI� EHHI� MHUN\�µ� -DFN�:DOGHQ� VLSV� D� ÁDPLQJ� SLQN�

MXLFH��ZKLFK�KH�FKRVH�EHFDXVH�LWV�QDPH�LQFOXGHG�WKH�
word “dragon.”

'HVSLWH� WKH�ÀHUFH�GULQN�� WKHUH·V� OLWWOH�DJJUHV-
VLYH� DERXW� KLV� DSSHDUDQFH�� +LV� VOLJKWO\� VXQEXUQW��
OLJKWO\� IUHFNOHG� IDFH� ORRNV� XVHG� WR� VPLOLQJ��:LWKLQ�
WKH� ÀUVW� WHQ� PLQXWHV� RI� FRQYHUVDWLRQ�� -DFN� GRHVQ·W�
KHVLWDWH� WR� EULQJ�XS�KLV� LGHQWLFDO� WZLQ�&KDUOLH�� SRL-
VRQLQJ� VWUDWHJLHV�� DQG� DQ� DOOXVLRQ� WR� KLV� PHGLFDO�
EDFNJURXQG�

+LV�FDPSXV�FHOHEULW\��RQ�WKH�RWKHU�KDQG��LV�WRR�
VHQVLWLYH� D� WRSLF��+H� GRHVQ’t like the idea of people 
talking about him when he’s not there, he says.

1RW� WR� VD\� WKDW� KH� DYRLGV� WKH� VSRWOLJKW�� -DFN�
SHUIRUPV� LQ� D� PXVLFDO� QHDUO\� HYHU\� VHPHVWHU�� PRVW�
UHFHQWO\� SOD\LQJ� D� FKHHN\� 6DQWD� &ODXV� LQ� ;0$6����
$32&$&+5,670$6�� +H·V� DFWLYH� LQ� WKH� FDPSXV�
FRPHG\� VFHQH� WKURXJK� WKH� Jester, stand-up shows, 
DQG� �EULHÁ\�� VWXGHQW� JRYHUQPHQW�� ZKHQ� KH� FDP-
SDLJQHG� IRU� IUHVKPDQ� FODVV� UHSUHVHQWDWLYH�� %XW�� IRU�
-DFN�� ZULWLQJ� WUXPSV� SHUIRUPLQJ�� +H� LQWHUQHG� IRU�
&ROOHJH+XPRU�KLV�IUHVKPDQ�\HDU��FR�ZURWH�XMAS!6: 
A Mall-y Jolly XMAS!� WKH� QH[W� \HDU�� DQG� KDV� VLQFH�
YHQWXUHG�RQ�D�IHZ�LQGHSHQGHQW�SURMHFWV�

despite his high energy and high visibility on 
FDPSXV�� \RX�ZRQ·W� VHH� -DFN� JULQQLQJ� YDFDQWO\� LQ� DQ�
DGPLVVLRQV�EURFKXUH��+H�VD\V�KH�DSSOLHG�WR�&ROXPELD�
WR�UHEHO�DJDLQVW�WKRVH�ZKR�ODXJKHG�DW�KLV�FKDQFHV�DQG�
´FDPH� WR� &ROXPELD� GHVSLWH� &ROXPELD�µ� +H� DGPLWV�
WKDW�XQOLNH�LWV�W\SLFDO�VWXGHQWV��KH�KDV�DV�OLWWOH�FDUHHU�
DPELWLRQ�DV�RUJDQL]DWLRQµ���$IWHU�H[SHULPHQWLQJ�ZLWK�
WKH� OLWHUDWXUH� RI� $WODQWLV� DQG� D� SKDOOLFO\�REVHVVHG�
ÀOP�FODVV�� -DFN� WULHG�FRPSXWHU�VFLHQFH�DQG�HQYLURQ-
PHQWDO� VFLHQFH�� EHIRUH� VHWWOLQJ� RQ� D� FRPELQDWLRQ� RI�
$PHULFDQ�6WXGLHV�DQG�(QJOLVK��

“Columbia’s broken my spirit,” he says. “it’s 

OLNH�EUHDWKLQJ�LQ�QR[LRXV�JDV�”
-DFN� GRHVQ·W� OHW� WKDW� VWRS� KLP�� $V� KLV� QRWD-

EOH� SUHVHQFH� RQ� &ROXPELD� &RPSOLPHQWV� VXJJHVWV��
:DOGHQ� LV� IDU� IURP� ORVW� RQ� FDPSXV� XMAS!6� FRVWDU�
eleanor Bray, BC ’���� FRQIHVVHV� WKDW� ´HYHU\ERG\�
ZDQWV�WR�NQRZ�KLP�µ�+H�UHVLVWV�WKH�VWLII�FOLPDWH�LQ�KLV�
RZQ�ZD\V�� -DFN� JLYHV� WZR�GLJLW� ELOOV� WR� SDQKDQGOHUV�
DQG�ODXJKV�DW�RWKHU�FRPHGLDQV’ jokes.

fellow funny-man eli grober, CC ’13, says 
he’s most importantly a loyal friend. “He’ll pay for my 
beer if i forgot my wallet,” he says. “But i didn’t forget 
my wallet. He knows that. He’ll still pay for my beer.”

-DFN�EODPHV�KLV�DJUHHDEOHQHVV�RQ�KLV�0LQQHVRWD�
URRWV��%XW�HYHQ�DW�KRPH��KH�ZDV�WKH�QLFH�RQH�IURP�GD\�
one: he let his twin Charlie push him aside on their 
GD\�RI�ELUWK�WR�EH�WKLUG�LQ�D�OLQH�RI�ÀYH�ER\V��-DFN�KROGV�
QR�JUXGJH��KLV�PRVW�DJJUHVVLYH�DFW�ZDV�RQFH�VWDEELQJ�
&KDUOLH�ZLWK�D�&RNH�FDQ�IRU�KRJJLQJ�WKH�SKRQH�

7KLV� ZDV� LQ� D� KRXVH� RI� ´*UHFR�5RPDQ� VW\OHµ�
sabotage and indian burns. the youngest brother is 
VWLOO�FRQYLQFHG� WKDW�KLV� MXYHQLOH�GLDEHWHV��GLDJQRVHG�
by Charlie, will kill him prematurely.

7KRXJK�KH�KDG�RQFH�FRQVLGHUHG�UXQQLQJ�DZD\³
´,�KDYH�DQ�XQKHDOWK\�DQWL�DXWKRULWDULDQ�VWUHDNµ³-DFN�
QRZ�GUDZV�FUHDWLYH�LQVSLUDWLRQ�IURP�KLV�URZG\�KRPH�

With Charlie, a television writing student 
DW� 7LVFK�� -DFN� LV� QRZ� SURGXFLQJ�� ZULWLQJ� DQG� VWDU-
ULQJ� LQ� D� ZHE� VHULHV� RQ� D� ÀUVW� ORYH³EHWZHHQ� WZLQV��
6LJQLÀFDQW�%URWKHUV��WKH�LQVLGH�MRNH�WXUQHG�VXPPHU�
SURMHFW�WKDW�EHJDQ�DV�D�WHVW�RI�KLV�IDWKHU’V�WROHUDQFH�IRU�
KLV� ZRUN�� SUHPLHUHV� LQ� 6HSWHPEHU�� 1R� GLGDFWLFLVPV�
RU� QXGLW\�� KH� VD\V�� MXVW� D� SDLU� RI� FOXPV\� QDUFLVVLVWLF�
lovers.

7KH�QDUFLVVLVP��KH�LQVLVWV��LV�SXUH�ÀFWLRQ�
— Naomi Cohen

Campus Characters
<RX� PLJKW� QRW� NQRZ� WKH� IROORZLQJ� ÀJXUHV³EXW� \RX� VKRXOG�� ,Q� &DPSXV� &KDUDFWHUV�� the Blue aND white 
introduces you to a handful of Columbians who are up to interesting and extraordinary things and whose stories 
beg to be shared. If you’d like to suggest a Campus Character, send us an email at editors@theblueandwhite.org.

Illustrations by Leila Mgaloblishvili
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Who do you think you are, Carol? no, i’m seri-
ous.
do you think everyone will think you’re some 

NLQG� RI� ´ZLWK� LWµ� (DVW� &RDVWHU"� 2K�� KRQH\�� ZH� FDQ�
see straight through that blue eyeshadow and grey 
SHQFLO�H\HOLQHU��0\� URRPPDWH��(PLO\�� VDLG�\RX�ZHUH�
in her nSop group and that 
you invited yourself over. 
thanks, but we’ve got all 
WKH� 6PLUQRII� ,FH� ZH� QHHG�
for the night.

When i ask, you 
sheepishly admit that you’re 
IURP�0LFKLJDQ�RU�0LVVRXUL�
or minnesota—i already for-
JRW� ZKLFK³DQG� \RXU� H\HV�
widen when i tell you i’m 
from Bergen County, just 
over the bridge.

You gasp! like Real 
Housewives?!

i roll my eyes. At 
least you didn’t ask if i was 
from the shore. 

Stop prattling on 
DERXW� KRZ� H[FLWHG� \RX� DUH�
for this party. i’d already 
GHFLGHG�\RX�ZHUHQ·W�WKH�W\SH�RI�SHU-
son i want to hang out with, and 
when you opened your mouth you 
FRQÀUPHG� WKDW�� <RX� LQYLWH� PH� WR�
FRPH�� EXW� WKHUH·V� QR� FKDQFH� ,·P�
going. everybody knows Beta’s only SeAS kids and 
QLFH�JX\V��,�ZHQW�WR�3LNH�DOO�WKH�WLPH�ZKHQ�,�ZDV�����
DQG�QRQH�RI�WKHVH�UHPDLQLQJ�EXOOVKLW�IUDW�SDUWLHV�FDQ�
FRPSHWH�ZLWK�3LNH·V�3HDN��$Q\ZD\V��P\�IULHQGV�DQG�,�
stopped going to Columbia parties after junior year 
RI�KLJK�VFKRRO��7KH\·UH�ODPH�DV�IXFN�

%UL� FRPHV� WR� WKH� GRRU�� :H� PHW� GXULQJ� WKH�
“morningside Heights tour.” By that i mean we saw 
KRZ� LQFUHGLEO\� ODPH� LW� ZDV� JRLQJ� WR� EH�� VNLSSHG�
WKH� WRXU�� DQG� WUDGHG� FLJDUHWWHV� LQ� IURQW� RI� -RKQ� -D\�
instead. She’s from, like, Summit. it doesn’t really 

PDWWHU��DOO�P\�IULHQGV��ZKR�DUH�VHQLRUV�LQ�FROOHJH��WROG�
PH� \RX� GRQ·W� DFWXDOO\�PDNH� IULHQGV� GXULQJ� RULHQWD-
WLRQ��VR�ZKR�FDUHV�LI�,�UHPHPEHU�ZKHUH�VKH·V�IURP"

everyone from home goes to nYU, so Bri and 
i are going downtown to meet up with a friend at a 
KRRNDK�EDU��,�FDQ�WHOO�\RX·UH�ORRNLQJ�XV�XS�DQG�GRZQ�

LQ� RXU� EODFN� RXWÀWV�� DQG��
QR�� \RX� FDQ·W� ERUURZ� WKHVH�
boots you’ve been eyeing 
VLQFH�\RX�ZDONHG�LQ��

When you tell me 
you really hope to meet a 
FXWH� JX\� WRQLJKW�� ,� FDQ·W�
help but burst out laughing.

i have to tell you that 
\RX� GRQ·W� ÀQG� FXWH� JX\V� DW�
IUDW�SDUWLHV��,�JHQWO\�H[SODLQ�
WKDW� VRPH� GRXFKHORUG� LQ� D�
brotank rubs his nuts on 
\RX� LQ� D� ���� GHJUHH� EDVH-
PHQW� WKDW·V� VR� SDFNHG� \RX�
FDQ·W� UXQ� DZD\� ZKHQ� KH�
starts groping your ass. 
0D\EH� ,� ZHQW� WRR� IDU�� EXW�
WR� \RXU� FUHGLW� \RX� NHHS� D�
SROLWH�VPLOH�RQ�\RXU�IDFH��

1H[W� WKLQJ� ,� NQRZ��
D� GR]HQ� SHRSOH� DUH� LQ� RXU� URRP�
DQG�VRPHRQH·V�XQKLQJLQJ� WKH�FORV-
et door to play pong. Apparently 
you invited all these people over 
while you and emily were at dinner. 

You’re talking like you’re all the best of friends and 
,·P�FKXFNOLQJ�EHFDXVH�\RX�WKLQN�\RX·UH�UHDOO\�JRLQJ�
to stay friends with them.

i turn to tell Bri we should go, but she must 
KDYH� EHHQ� SRVVHVVHG� RU� VRPHWKLQJ� EHFDXVH� VKH·V�
playing pong with you. i shake my head, leave, and get 
RQ�WKH�VXEZD\��$W�7LPHV�6TXDUH��,�JHW�D�WH[W�IURP�P\�
1<8� IULHQG�� VKH·V� DW� D� FRQFHUW� ZLWK� KHU� RULHQWDWLRQ�
JURXS��,�WDNH�WKH�WUDLQ�EDFN�XS��JHW�WR�P\�QRZ�HPSW\�
URRP��DQG�ORRN�GRZQ�DW�WKH�FURZG�RXWVLGH�%HWD�

lame. i go to sleep.�

“WRZ��/H[L�� WKLV� URRP�LV�GRSH��:KDW�D�JUHDW�
SODFH�WR�SUHJDPH�IRU�WKH�%HWD�SDUW\��(PLO\�

wasn’t kidding when she said you were awesome—i’m 
VR�JODG� ,·P�ÀQDOO\�PHHWLQJ� \RX�� ,·YH�EHHQ�)DFHERRN�
VWDONLQJ�\RX�VLQFH�'D\V�RQ�&DPSXV��7KH�IRUXPV�RQ�
&ROOHJH� &RQÀGHQWLDO� VDLG� WR� WU\� DQG� PHHW� DV� PDQ\�
people online as possible, so....

$Q\ZD\��LW�ORRNV�OLNH�ZH·UH�WKH�VDPH�VL]H��ZKLFK�
LV� JUHDW³,� MXVW� ORYH� VKDULQJ� FORWKHV� ZLWK� P\� JLUO-
friends. Sweaters, tees, blouses, underwear—and it 
looks like you’re a spring, like me. i was nervous about 
my wardrobe when i got here, but i feel like throwing 
out all of my ohio State gear was 
enough to look more “with it” on 
WKH�(DVW�&RDVW��,VQ·W�WKLV�RZO�QHFN-
ODFH�DGRUDEOH"�7KH�ODG\�DW�,FLQJ�LQ�
the mall said it looked very boho 
(that’s near SoHo, right?).”

You start talking about 
being from new Jersey, and while 
i try to pay attention, the only 
things i know about Jersey are 
Snooki, The Sopranos, and Real 
Housewives. When you say that 
you’re from just over a bridge or 
D� ODNH� RU� VRPHWKLQJ�� ,� ÀJXUH� WKDW�
you’re not orange enough to be 
from the shore and hope you don’t 
DVN�WRR�PXFK�DERXW�2KLR��,W�PD\�EH�
a little boring to be from there, but 
DW�OHDVW�LW�LVQ·W�0LFKLJDQ�

“i’m so amped for this Beta 
party. my gossip girl personality test said i was a 
total Serena—maybe i’ll meet my dan! this is way 
better than hanging in furnald—even though we’re 
WRWDOO\� EUHDNLQJ� WKDW� DQWLVRFLDO� VWUHDN� WKLV� \HDU³
being here makes me feel like i’m in the “Carman 
forever” video. We should totally do a “We Can’t 
Stop” parody.

i really do wish i lived here, though,  Carman 
LV�ZKHUH�DOO�WKH�FRRO�NLGV�IURP�WKH������)%�JURXS�DUH�
DW��$SSDUHQWO\�RQH�NLG�HYHQ�LQYLWHG�WKH�ZKROH�FODVV�WR�
D�SDUW\� LQ�KLV� URRP�RQ� WKH�ÀUVW�GD\�RI�1623��:HLUG�

that i never saw you posting.”
,�FDQ·W�EHOLHYH�,·YH�PDGH�DOO� WKHVH�IULHQGV�GXU-

ing nSop. days on Campus was awesome—singing 
´5RDU�� /LRQ��5RDUµ� IURP� WKH� WRXU� EXV�ZDV� EDVLFDOO\�
the highlight of my senior year (besides retaking the 
6$7�DQG�JHWWLQJ�D������ULJKW�EHIRUH�DSSV�ZHUH�GXH�³
but i’ve never had this many friends before. or any. 
(YHU\RQH�EDFN�DW�KRPH�WKRXJKW�,�ZDV�D�WRWDO�QHUG�IRU�
taking (and speaking) latin and reading Homer in 
WKH�RULJLQDO�*UHHN��EXW�KHUH�\RX�JHW�WR�GLVFXVV�3ODWR�
RYHU�SL]]D�LQ�)HUULV��,·P�VR�H[FLWHG�WR�EH�VRPHZKHUH�
SHRSOH�DFWXDOO\�GHÀQLWHO\�UHDG�WKH�ÀUVW�WZHOYH�ERRNV�

of the iliad. 
“You’re going downtown? 

,� FDQ·W� EHOLHYH� \RX·UH� PLVVLQJ� WKH�
party! Sure, it’s not in a village or at 
Chelsea’s or wherever you’re going, 
EXW� WKHUH� FRXOG�EH� FXWH� JX\V��%XW�
\RXU�FORVHW�GRRU�LV�SHUIHFW�IRU�EHHU�
SRQJ�� ,·P�JRLQJ� WR�6QDSFKDW� D�SLF�
of it to my nSop group and with 
“pong pregame???” in hot pink. 

Anyway, before you head 
RXW��GR�\RX�OLNH�WR�FRRN"�:K\�DUH�
\RX�JLYLQJ�PH�D�EODQN�ORRN"�,�FDQ·W�
EHOLHYH�\RX�GRQ·W�FRRN��,�PHDQ��\RX�
have to at least bake or something. 
$FWXDOO\��GRQ·W�DQVZHU�WKDW��

0D\EH� WKLV� FRXOG� EH� D� JUHDW�
opportunity for us to bond in the 
NLWFKHQ��,�GLG�KDYH�P\�PRP�EX\�PH�
D� VXEVFULSWLRQ� WR� 0DUWKD� 6WHZDUW�

living.”
(PLO\�DQG�,�JHW�WKH�SRQJ�UHDG\�ZKLOH�\RX�FKHFN�

7XPEOU�RQ�\RXU�SKRQH��%HFFD��$PEHU��/RQGRQ��-RKQ��
and the rest of my orientation group show up with 
EHHU�ULWDV�DQG�ZH·UH�KDYLQJ�VXFK�D�JRRG�WLPH�WKDW�%UL�
puts down her iphone and joins in. 

You give us a disgusted look and storm out. is 
it that painful to be seen enjoying yourself? i halfway 
KRSH�\RX�JHW�ORVW�/HQD�'XQKDP�VW\OH�ZLWK�RQO\�FDNH�
WR�NHHS�\RX�FRPSDQ\³JXHVV� LW·G�EH�JRRG� IRGGHU� IRU�
your novel.�

AT  T W O  S W O R D S ’  L E N G T H AT  T W O  S W O R D S ’  L E N G T H

Are you gonna be my best friend?

negative
By Alexandra Svokos

aFFirmative
By Alexander Pines

Illustrations by Alexander Pines
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V E R I LY  V E R I TA S

TOLD BETWEEN PUFFS
In which our hero rages against the machine

pHGHVWULDQV�RQ�%URDGZD\��:KDW� VDG�H[FXVHV� WKH\�
were for residents of the City of new York, who 

RQO\� D� GHFDGH� DJR� KDG� KHOG� WKHLU� KHDGV�
XS� SURXGO\�� 1RZ�� KXQFKHG� RYHU�� WKH\�
VKXIÁHG� DORQJ�� QHXWHUHG�� OHDVKHG�
to one another through a 
IHZ�VTXDUH� LQFKHV�RI� OLTXLG�
FU\VWDO�

no, they were a 
proud people no longer, 
unworthy of their inheri-
WDQFH��7KH\�ZHUH�LJQRUDQW�
vandals, pitifully unaware 
RI� WKH� UXLQHG� FLW\� WKURXJK�
ZKLFK� WKH\� WURPSHG��
(that this time around 
WKH� HQHPLHV� RI� FXOWXUH�
KDG� FKRVHQ� WR� WURPS� LQ�
desert boots rather than 
MDFNERRWV�� 9�9�� WRRN� WR� EH� D�
FXUWV\�WR�ÀFNOH�&KRLFH��JULQ-
ning goddess of the modern 
age.)

if only they would raise 
their eyes! v.v. prayed that they 
PLJKW�GHWHFW�LQ�FUXPEOLQJ�EXLOG-
ings some remnants of the beauty that they 
themselves had laid to waste.

Shaking his head, v.v. smoothly removed him-
VHOI� IURP� WKH� LPSRWHQW�ÁRZ�RI� IRRW�WUDIÀF�� VWRSSLQJ�
LQ� IURQW� RI� D� QHZVVWDQG� IRU� D� SDFN� RI� FLJDUHWWHV�� $V�
WKH�VKRSNHHSHU�ÀOOHG�KLV�RUGHU��\RXU�FKDPSLRQ�VDGO\�
FRQWHPSODWHG� WKH� QHZVSDSHUV� DQG� PDJD]LQHV�� 2K��
they were sorry looking! it was as if even the wilted 
paper knew itself to be obsolete.

nodding to the newsstand attendant, verily 
9HULWDV�ZDONHG� WR�5LYHUVLGH� 3DUN��+H� OLW� D� FLJDUHWWH�
ZLWK� SUDFWLFHG� JUDFH�� DQG� UHWXUQHG� WR� SHRSOH�SRQ-
GHULQJ��7KH�VPRNH�VDWLVÀHG��QRW�OHDVW�EHFDXVH�LW�RQO\�
befouled his body, and not his immortal soul.

$QRWKHU�KXQFKEDFN�SDVVHG��'LG�KH� HYHU� FRQ-
VLGHU� WKH� FRQVHTXHQFHV� WKDW� WKH� YHU\� GHYLFH� QRZ�
EHIRUH�KLV�H\HV�ZDV� WKH�ÀUVW� WKLQJ�KH� UHDFKHG� IRU� LQ�
the morning after it woke him and the last thing he 
WRXFKHG�DW�QLJKW��IDFLOLWDWHG�ZRUN�LQ�LQYDGLQJ�OHLVXUH��

DQG�OHLVXUH�LQ�LPSHGLQJ�ZRUN��SXW�KLP�LQ�WRXFK�ZLWK�
his mother and his girlfriend and…as it were…adult 
HQWHUWDLQHUV"�'LG�KH�HYHU�PDUYHO� WKDW� WKH�GHYLFH�KH�

FDUHIXOO\� VHW� RQ� PHHWLQJ�WDEOHV�
�QH[W� WR� KLV� VR� LQVXIIHUDEO\�
DQDFKURQLVWLF� OHDWKHU� MRXUQDO��

was the selfsame toy that he 
ÀGGOHG� ZLWK� ZKHQ��

pants around his 
ankles, he def-

HFDWHG"
v.v. knew what he 

ZRXOG�GR��5XVKLQJ�LQWR�FDP-
pus through the 116th Street 
gates, he squared his nar-
row shoulders against the 
DGGLFWV�� HDFK� FOXWFKLQJ� KLV�
À[��6FUHHQV��6FUHHQV�HYHU\-
where. they were somehow 
PHVPHUL]LQJ�� HYHQ� DV� KH�
hated their ubiquity, his eyes 

were somehow drawn to look 
at them. His spirit was willing, 

EXW�KLV�ERG\�ZHDN���+H�EULHÁ\��VHUL-
RXVO\��FRQVLGHUHG�SOXFNLQJ�KLV�H\H�RXW��

EHIRUH� FHQVXULQJ� KLPVHOI� IRU� KLV� PHOR-
drama.)

+H�VWRSSHG�DW�WKH�6XQGLDO�DQG�FOLPEHG�XSRQ�LW��
6WDQGLQJ�LQ�LWV�FHQWHU��KH�IDFHG�VRXWKZDUG�

So slowly and deliberately did he read the 
QDPHV� XSRQ� WKH� IDFDGH� RI� %XWOHU� /LEUDU\� WKDW� 9�9��
did not even sneer when some half-man below him, 
aiming an iphone at the library observed, “Buildings 
like this? like a Congress building or something? 
righteous. powerful shit.”

'HVFHQGLQJ� IURP� WKH� 6XQGLDO�� 9�9�� KDVWHQHG�
DFURVV� 6RXWK� )LHOG� WR� HQWHU� WKH� OLEUDU\�� WKDW� ODVW�
EXWWUHVV� RI� FLYLOL]DWLRQ�� 5H�HQWHULQJ� WKH� 5HIHUHQFH�
:RPE��DV�KH�KDG�VR�PDQ\�WLPHV�EHIRUH���\RXU�FKHYD-
lier studiously ignored all the phone operants (who 
LQ� WXUQ�SDLG�QR�DWWHQWLRQ�WR� WKH�QHJOHFWHG�UHIHUHQFH�
ERRNV�IRU�ZKLFK�WKH�URRP�ZDV�QDPHG��

verily veritas let forth a great groan. looking 
neither left nor right, he raised his eyes. He read:

A MAN IS BUT WHAT HE KNOWETH�

We Know What You Did Last Summer
B&W staffers bring back tales from the real world 
BY STAFF
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A VWUDQJHU�RQ�D�SDUN�EHQFK�DVNHG�PH�WKLV�VXPPHU�if i was an artist.
“painter,” he guessed. He eyed the streak of 

JUHHQ� DFURVV� P\� IRUHDUP�� WKH� VSODWWHUHG� VQHDNHUV��
WKH�FRORU�SDOHWWH�RI� VSORWFKHV� WKDW� UDQ�XS�P\� OHJV� WR�
WKH�KHP�RI�P\�XQIDVKLRQDEOH�VKRUWV��,�VHDUFKHG�IRU�D�
FKDUPLQJ�ZD\�WR�LQIRUP�KLP�WKDW�,�ZDV�FRYHUHG�LQ�ELWV�
RI�FUXVWHG�XS�VPRRWKLH�

At the time, i was working forty hours a week 
DW�D�MXLFH�DQG�VPRRWKLH�EDU��%XW�,�DOVR�KDG�ZKDW�RIWHQ�
felt like an alter ego, thanks to a part-time internship 
for a website whose masthead mysteriously elided my 
title from “editorial intern” to “editor” of its dining 
VHFWLRQ��

7KRVH�IHZ�PLVVLQJ� OHWWHUV�KDG�DQ� LPSDFW³VHY-
HUDO� KXQGUHG� GROODUV� RI� FRPSHQVDWHG�PHDOV� DW� VRPH�
RI� WKH� SULFLHU� UHVWDXUDQWV� LQ� WKH� FLW\�� FRXUWHV\� RI�
35� UHSUHVHQWDWLYHV� ZKR� ,� VXVSHFW� ZRXOG� KDYH� EHHQ�
surprised to learn that i was both underage and an 
undergraduate.

i fed and wrote: peruvian donuts in a pool of 
VSLFHG� KRQH\�� VZHHWEUHDGV� ZLWK� DSULFRW� SUHVHUYHV��
WLQ\� SRUN� EHOO\� VOLGHUV�� D� ZDVDEL�ÁDYRUHG� FRFNWDLO��
ULVRWWR� IULWWHUV� ZLWK� EUDLVHG� R[WDLO�� VKULPS� ZLWK�
WHTXLOD�VSLNHG� FRFNWDLO� VDXFH�� GHHS�IULHG� WULSH�� DQG�
FKLFNHQ�ZLQJV�ZLWK�WLQJOLQJ�6LFKXDQ�SHSSHUFRUQ�WKDW�
KDV�D�QXPELQJ�HIIHFW�VLPLODU�WR�QRYRFDLQH�

/HVV� DSSHWL]LQJ� ZDV� WKH� LPSOLFLW� SUHVVXUH� WR�
JLYH� WKHVH� UHVWDXUDQWV� JORZLQJ� UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV��
PDGH�H[SOLFLW�ZKHQ�,�ZDV�DVNHG�WR�UHPRYH�VRPH�FULWL-
FLVP�IURP�D�UHYLHZ�EHIRUH�LW�ZDV�SXEOLVKHG��,�GLGQ·W��LW�
ZDVQ·W��DQG�,�ZHQW�EDFN�WR�MHW�VSUD\LQJ�SHDQXW�EXWWHU�
RII�RI�EOHQGHUV�ZLWK�DV�PXFK�GLJQLW\�DV�,�FRXOG�PXVWHU�

—Naomi Sharp

i LQWHUYLHZHG�IRU�WKH�MRE�LQ�D�SHSOXP�GUHVV��EXW�RQFH�DQ�´(PLVVDU\µ� IRU�D�%URRNO\Q�DUWV�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�� ,�
TXLFNO\� UHDOL]HG� ,�ZDVQ·W� H[SHFWHG� WR�GR� VR� DW�ZRUN��
“Headquarters” meant a one-bedroom apartment 
ZLWK�NLWWHQV��LQFHQVH��DQG�PRRG�OLJKWLQJ��2SHUDWLQJ�
DV� D� QRQ�SURÀW� RXW� RI� DQ� DSDUWPHQW� PHDQW� WKDW� WKH�
'HSDUWPHQW�RI�/DERU�ZRXOG�VHQG�DQ�DXGLWRU�NQRFN-
ing.

)RU� P\� ERVV�� ZRUN� LV� OLIH�� WKH� GLVWLQFWLRQ�
proved to be as ambiguous as our responsibilities. 
:H�FORFNHG�LQ�E\�DFWLRQV��QRW�KRXUV��UHVHDUFKHG�'DGD�
LQ�%URRNO\Q��ERXJKW�SRQFKRV�LQ�0DQKDWWDQ��VWHQFLOHG�
VLGHZDON�LQ�4XHHQV��7ZR�GD\V�SHU�ZHHN�DW�WKH�RIÀFH�
GLGQ·W� LPSO\� ÀYH� GD\V� RI� UHVW�� $� WZHOYH�WDE� LQWHUQHW�
EURZVHU� RI� DUW�ZRUOG� KDSSHQLQJV� DQG� WKH� DQ[LHW\�
to be present at said happenings amounted to a full 
ÀYH�GD\�ZHHN��(YHQ�VR��RIÀFLDO�EXVLQHVV�OHIW�PH�ZLWK�
D�IHZ�ELWV�RI�XVHIXO�NQRZOHGJH��3HRSOH�VWLOO�ID[��$UW�LV�
XQFRPIRUWDEOH��(QWKXVLDVP�VKRXOGQ·W�EH��

3UDFWLFHG� LQGLIIHUHQFH� LV� D� GHIHQVLYH� FDPRX-
ÁDJH� IRU� WDWWHG�NLGGLHV� WUHNNLQJ� IURP�ZDUHKRXVH� WR�
RIÀFH�� EXW�KDV�QR�SODFH� LQ� D� WKUHH�SHUVRQ�RSHUDWLRQ�
fueled by the belief that its work isn’t frivolous (plus 
D�IHZ�JUDQWV�IURP�RWKHUV�ZKR�DJUHHG���2QFH�,·P�EDFN�
RQ� FDPSXV�� KRXUV� LQ� $YHU\·V� DUFKLYHV� ZLOO� UHSODFH�
WKRVH�KHUH�DW�´+HDGTXDUWHUVµ��HDFK�DV�IXWLOHO\�VLQFHUH�
as the other.

—Angel Jiang

p%6·V� GLJLWDO� GHSDUWPHQW� ORRNHG� WR� EH� D� SUDFWLFDO�
FRPELQDWLRQ� RI� P\� SODQQHG� GRXEOH� PDMRU³ÀOP�

VWXGLHV�DQG�FRPSXWHU�VFLHQFH��7KDW·V�ZK\�,� WRRN�WKH�
job. the digital department, living up to its name, 
implemented a new web-based task management 
system: my supervisor would assign tasks to me 
DQG� ,� FKHFN� RII� SURJUHVV� EHIRUH� GHDGOLQH�� :KLOH�
WKLV�VWUHDPOLQHG�ZHE�SURGXFLQJ�� LW�DOVR�JDYH�PH�WKH�
feeling that i was being monitored from the moment 
,� ORJJHG� RQ� HDFK� GD\� WR� WKH� WLPH�ZKHQ� ,� WXUQHG�P\�
FRPSXWHU�RII�WR�OHDYH�

for some of the more mundane pages i would 
SXW�LQWR�+70/��H�J���DVVRFLDWHG�OLQNV�DQG�ERRNV�IRU�
D� ÀOP��� ,� ZRXOG� ZRQGHU� WR�P\VHOI� ZKHWKHU�P\� ZRUN�
ZRXOG�EH�VHHQ��3%6�LV�D�UHODWLYHO\�VPDOO�FRPPXQLW\³,�
RQFH�KDG�WR�FDOO�DOO�RI� WKH�PHPEHU�VWDWLRQV��DQG�KDOI�
KDG�QHYHU�HYHQ�KHDUG�RI�XV��,QG\�ÀOPPDNHUV�LQFOXGHG��
the average age of “viewers like you” lies somewhere 
LQ�WKH�PLG�VL[WLHV�

When i signed out of said task management 
system for the last time, i was glad to leave elmo and 
the dowager Countess of grantham behind. And i 
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don’t want to hear anyone mention “twitter” for a 
long time. nonetheless, i will miss those free emmy-
VFUHHQLQJ�'9'·V� �DQG�EHLQJ�DEOH� WR� WZHHW� DW�P\VHOI�
IURP�DQ� DFFRXQW� WKDW� DFWXDOO\�KDV��������PRUH� IRO-
lowers than i do). 

—Matthew Seife

m\� LQWHUQVKLS� ZLWK� 2[IRUG� 8QLYHUVLW\� 3UHVV�
ZDV� KHDOWKLO\� GLVLOOXVLRQLQJ�� +HDOWK\� EHFDXVH�

there’s a meaningful possibility that i will one day 
KDYH� WR� GHYRWH� P\VHOI� WR� D� SURMHFW� WKDW·V� VRPHKRZ�
FRQQHFWHG��LI�HYHQ�REOLTXHO\��WR�WKH�SXUVXLW�RI�PRQH\��
:KLFK� LV� WR� VD\�� ,� OLYH� LQ� WKH� UHDO� ZRUOG� DQG� ,� FDQ·W�
HVFDSH�LW�WKURXJK�DFDGHPLF�SXEOLVKLQJ�

3DUW�RI�LW�ZDV�WKDW�,�ZDV�ZRUNLQJ�RQ�WH[WERRNV��
ZKLFK� DUH� D� ORW� PRUH� OLNH� FRPPRGLWLHV� WKDQ� WKH�
DYHUDJH�SDSHUEDFN�� ,�VSHQW�PRVW�RI�P\�WLPH�UHDGLQJ�
5REHUW�&KULVWJDX�FRPSXOVLYHO\�DQG�OLVWHQLQJ�WR�PHWDO�
RQ� <RX7XEH� ZKLOH� PDUDWKRQLQJ� FKDSWHU� UHYLHZV�� ,�
ZRXOG� DUUDQJH� WKH� IHHGEDFN� LQWR� D� YLVXDO� UHSUHVHQ-
WDWLRQ� XVLQJ� VRPH� GDWD�HQWU\� ZL]DUGU\�� DQG� WKHQ�
VXPPDUL]H�WKH�EDWFK�LQ�D�QHDW�:RUG�GRF��,W�FRXOG�EH�
LQWHUHVWLQJ³,� QRZ� KDYH� D� ÁHHWLQJ�� VHFRQG�KDQG�
NQRZOHGJH� RI� KXPDQ� JHRJUDSK\�� $QG� LW� FRXOG�
EH� IXQQ\³,� UHPHPEHU� RQH� SURIHVVRU� FRPSODLQLQJ�
DERXW� WKH� DSDWK\� RI� KLV� ´IXQFWLRQDOO\� LOOLWHUDWH� VWX-
GHQWV�µ� %XW� WKH� UHYLHZ� SURFHVV� LV� DV� PXFK� DERXW�
GHWHUPLQLQJ�WKH�WH[W·V�LGHDO�PDUNHW��FRPPXQLW\�FRO-
OHJH��VWDWH�VFKRRO��OLEHUDO�DUWV��DV�LPSURYLQJ�WKH�ERRN��
D�PDUULDJH�WKDW�XQVHWWOHG�P\��DGPLWWHGO\�LQFRKHUHQW��
PRUDO�FRPSDVV�

the truly heart-shriveling (hopefully heart-
VWUHQJWKHQLQJ��PRPHQW�FDPH�ZKHQ�,�PHW�ZLWK�RQH�RI�
2[IRUG·V�WRS�SKLORVRSK\�HGLWRUV��,�DVNHG�KLP�KRZ�KH�
NHHSV�XS�WR�GDWH�RQ�GHYHORSPHQWV�LQ�WKH�ÀHOG��,V�KH�
FRQVWDQWO\� UHDGLQJ� MRXUQDOV"� ,� GRQ·W� ERWKHU�� KH� WROG�
me, i have a pretty shallow level of understanding 
ZKHQ� LW� FRPHV� WR�SKLORVRSK\��PRVWO\� ,�JR� WR�FRQIHU-
HQFHV�DQG�ÀJXUH�RXW�ZKR�,�QHHG�WR�WDON�WR��

6R�WKDW·V�ZKHUH�RXU�SULP��GHDU�DFDGHPLF�PRQR-

JUDSKV� FRPH� IURP�� 7KH\·UH� ERRNV� FRQWUDFWHG� E\�
SHRSOH�ZKR�VHOO�ERRNV��:KLFK�PLJKW�KDYH�PRUH�REYL-
RXV�WR�PH�LI�,�ZHUHQ·W�VXFK�D�GDPQ�EXWWHUÁ\�

there is one thing i’m proud of, however. my 
ZRUGV� PD\� DFWXDOO\� DSSHDU� LQ� D� FRPPXQLFDWLRQV�
WH[WERRN��WKH\�KDG�PH�UHYLVH�D�SKRWR�DQG�LWV�FDSWLRQ�
EHFDXVH� ,� ZDV� WKH� RQO\� RQH� ZKR� IXOO\� XQGHUVWRRG�
%LW7RUUHQW�� 6R� ,·P� DQ� DXWKRULWDWLYH� VRXUFH� RQ� 7KH�
pirate Bay.

—Torsten Odland

m\�JUDQGPRWKHU��D��·���··�ZRPDQ�ZKR�FDQ·W�SUR-
QRXQFH�´6KHHSVKHDG�%D\µ�IRU�KHU�PHDW\�,WDOLDQ�

DFFHQW��LV�WKH�EHVW�FRRN�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG��/DVW�VXPPHU��DW�
the behest of my family, my job was to go to her house 
HYHU\�6XQGD\�DQG�ZDWFK�KHU�PDNH�VRPHWKLQJ��,�ZRXOG�
WDNH�SLFWXUHV�DQG�ZULWH�QRWHV��DQG�VKH�ZRXOG�GLVFODLP�
“i’ve never made this before, i don’t know how it 
ZLOO� FRPH�RXW�µ� ,W� DOZD\V� FDPH�RXW� OLNH�KHDYHQ��+HU�
LQVWUXFWLRQV�ZHUH�SRHWLF��´GLS�WKH� ODG\ÀQJHUV� LQ�WKH�
HVSUHVVR� OLNH� \RX·UH� EUXVKLQJ�ZDWHUµ�� ´EHDW� WKH� HJJ�
whites until they look like snow on mountain-tops.”

7KLV� VXPPHU�� P\� MRE� LV� WR� FRQYLQFH� WHQV� RI�
WKRXVDQGV�RI�VWUDQJHUV�WR�VXEVFULEH�WR�)RRG�	�:LQH�
RQ�WKHLU�WDEOHW�GHYLFHV��,�ZULWH�VKRUW�FRS\�ZLWK�EROGHG�
DFWLRQ� WHUPV� IRU� VWUDQJHUV�� ,� WHOO� P\� IULHQGV� ´,·P�
LQWHUQLQJ�DW�$PHULFDQ([SUHVVPublishing,” and rush 
out that last word lest they think i work for the bank. 
,Q� P\� VSDUH� WLPH� ,� VFUROO� WKURXJK� UHFLSHV� IURP� WKH�
PDJD]LQH�ZLWK�VHOI�H[SODQDWRU\�QDPHV�OLNH�´6DXWpHG�
&KLFNHQ�ZLWK�2OLYHV��&DSHUV��DQG�5RDVWHG�/HPRQV�µ�
DQG�,�WKLQN��FDQ�,�PDNH�WKDW"�$W�QLJKW�,�GLVFRYHU�WKDW�,�
FDQ��LQ�IDFW��PDNH�WKDW��'LUHFWLRQV�DUH�HDV\�WR�IROORZ�

last week at my grandma’s house, she was 
PDNLQJ�«� ,� GRQ·W� NQRZ� ZKDW� WR� FDOO� WKHP�� %DOOV� RI�
ULVRWWR�ZLWK�HJJ�� FRYHUHG� LQ� VHDVRQHG�EUHDGFUXPEV��
IULHG�LQ�YHJHWDEOH�RLO��6KH�OHIW�PH�LQ�WKH�NLWFKHQ�ZLWK-
RXW� LQVWUXFWLRQV�� DQG� DV� ,� ÁLSSHG� WKHP�� WKH� FUXPEV�
VWXFN�WR�WKH�SDQ�DQG�WKH�EDOOV�IHOO�DSDUW�

—Alexandra Svokos

Illustration by Alexander Pines

The Deciders
Four Trustees share the view from the top
BY SOMER OMAR
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Setting:

the king’s College room in low library.  nestled 
LQ�D�FRUQHU�QH[W�WR�WKH�6HFUHWDU\·V�2IÀFH�RQ�WKH�ÀUVW�
ÁRRU��WKH�URRP�LV�XQOLVWHG�LQ�WKH�UHFHSWLRQLVW·V�FRP-
SXWHU·V�GLUHFWRU\��,W�LV�WKH�VXPPHU�RI�������DIWHU�RQH�
of the four annual meetings of the Board of trustees.

Cast:

Bill Campbell, CC ’62, has been the Chairman of 
WKH�%RDUG�RI�7UXVWHHV�VLQFH�������+H�VHUYHV�RQ�WKH�
boards of Apple and intuit. from 1974 to 1979, he 
FRDFKHG�WKH�IRRWEDOO�WHDP��HDUQLQJ�KLV�PRQLNHU��7KH�
&RDFK��7KH�&DPSEHOO�6SRUWV�&HQWHU�EHDUV�KLV�QDPH��
 
Philip Milstein�� &&� ·���� LV� D� 9LFH� &KDLU� RQ� WKH�
%RDUG�� +H� LV� D� SULQFLSDO� LQ�2JGHQ�&$3� 3URSHUWLHV�
//&�� ZKLFK� RZQV� DQG� RSHUDWHV� OX[XU\� UHVLGHQWLDO�
EXLOGLQJV��7KH�RIÀFLDO�QDPH�RI� WKH����KRXU�UHDGLQJ�
rooms in Butler is the philip l. milstein family 
College library. 
 
A’Lelia Bundles��-�·����LV�D�9LFH�&KDLU�RQ�WKH�%RDUG�
DQG� FR�FKDLU� RI� WKH� &ROXPELD� $OXPQL� $VVRFLDWLRQ�
6WUDWHJLF�3ODQQLQJ�&RPPLWWHH��6KH�LV�SUHVLGHQW�DQG�
FKDLU�RI� WKH�)RXQGDWLRQ� IRU� WKH�1DWLRQDO�$UFKLYHV·V�
board.  She also serves on the boards of the madame 
Walker theatre Center in indianapolis, the friends 
RI� :RRGODZQ� &HPHWHU\� LQ� WKH� %URQ[�� DQG� WKH�
6FKOHVLQJHU�/LEUDU\�DW�WKH�5DGFOLIIH�,QVWLWXWH��

Lisa Carnoy�� &&� ·���� FKDLUV� WKH� $OXPQL� $IIDLUV�
and development Committee. Carnoy joined the 
ERDUG�LQ�������DQG�LV�ERWK�LWV�QHZHVW�DQG�\RXQJHVW�
member. She is Head of global Capital markets for 
%DQN� RI� $PHULFD� 0HUULOO� /\QFK�� ,Q� ������ Forbes 
published “the Climb: lisa Carnoy,” a story about 
KHU�VSHHG\�DVFHQW�RQ�:DOO�6WUHHW��
 
David Stone� LV� ([HFXWLYH� 9LFH� 3UHVLGHQW� RI� WKH�
2IÀFH� RI� &RPPXQLFDWLRQV� DQG� 3XEOLF� $IIDLUV�� +H�
has served in state and federal government, worked 

DV�D�ODZ\HU��SXEOLF�DIIDLUV�WHOHYLVLRQ�SURGXFHU��ZULWHU��
DQG�VWUDWHJLF�FRPPXQLFDWLRQV�FRQVXOWDQW��+H�KHOSHG�
arrange and guide the meeting.

Role of The Board

THE COACH: We treat ourselves with the responsi-
ELOLW\�WKDW�D�ERDUG�RI�GLUHFWRUV�ZRXOG�KDYH�LQ�D�SXEOLF�
FRPSDQ\�� 2XU� UHVSRQVLELOLW\� LV� WR� KLUH� DQG� ÀUH� WKH�
Ceo. You smile about that, but we don’t.
 
I quickly wipe the nervous smile off my face. The 
&RDFK� LV�EHQW�RQ�SURYLGLQJ�D�QR�QRQVHQVH�GHÀQLWLRQ�
of how the Board operates. He spoke before I asked 
questions. But the Board’s function has not always 
EHHQ�VR�QHDWO\�GHÀQHG��7KH�IRUHZRUG�RI�D������SDP-
phlet titled, “The Role of the Trustees of Columbia 
University,” reads: “During the academic year of 
�����������0U��0DXULFH� 7��0RRUH�� &KDLUPDQ� RI� WKH�
Trustees of Columbia University, appointed a Special 
Trustees Committee,” to determine the proper role that 
the Board should adopt within the University. 

Illustration by Leila Mgaloblishvili
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7KH�IDFW�LV��WKH�XQLYHUVLW\·V�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ³WKH�SUHVL-
GHQW� DQG� KLV� WHDP³DUH� WKH� GHFLVLRQ�PDNHUV�� DOO� WKH�
WLPH��:H�DUH�D�EDQG�RI�SHRSOH�WKDW�KDYH�D�ORW�RI�H[SHU-
WLVH�DQG�ZH�WU\�WR�SURYLGH�RXU�H[SHUWLVH�WR�WKDW�JURXS�
«�DQG�VHH�LI�ZH�FDQ�KHOS�WKHP�
 
There is no linear chain of command between the 
Board and President Bollinger; neither can operate 
independent of the other. While the Board offers 
DGYLFH� DQG� KHOSV� ÀQDQFH� WKH� 3UHVLGHQW·V� LGHDV��PRVW�
board members have full time engagements outside of 
the University and cannot draft a University agenda 
of their own. The President takes on the role indicated 
by his title and the Board operates like a combination 
of his electorate and the House of Representative’s 
Appropriations committee. 
 
According to the Organization and Governance sec-
tion of the Faculty Handbook, “Six of the 24 are nomi-
nated from a pool of candidates recommended by the 
Columbia Alumni Association. Another six are nomi-
nated by the Board in consultation with the Executive 
Committee of the University Senate. The remaining 
���� LQFOXGLQJ� WKH�3UHVLGHQW� >DQ� H[�RIÀFLR�PHPEHU�RI�
the Board], are nominated by the Trustees themselves 
WKURXJK�WKHLU�LQWHUQDO�SURFHVVHV��7KH�WHUP�RI�RIÀFH�IRU�
Trustees is six years. Generally, they serve for no more 
than two consecutive terms.” The Coach explains that 
HYHU\� DVSHFW� RI� D� FDQGLGDWH·V� SURÀOH� LV� FRQVLGHUHG��
race, gender, professional background, commitment 
to Columbia, and, notably, what expertise they bring 
to the table. The current Board of Trustees is made up 
RI����PHQ�DQG�ÀYH�ZRPHQ�

The Board in Action

THE COACH: A few years ago we really felt like we 
KDG� EHHQ� ZHDN� LQ� WKH� VFLHQFHV�� DQG� UHDOO\� KDG� QRW�
EHHQ�DV�XS�WR�VSHHG�RQ�ZKDW�ZDV�JRLQJ�RQ�WKH�FRP-
SXWLQJ�ZRUOG�VR�ZH�FRXOG�PDNH�VXUH�RXU�VWXGHQWV�KDG�
«� DFFHVV� WR� WKH� EHVW� XQGHUJUDG� DFDGHPLF� WHDFKLQJ�
LQ� WKH�VFLHQFHV�DQG�ZH�SXW�D�VXEFRPPLWWHH�WRJHWKHU�
ZLWK�WKH�IDFXOW\��:H�IHHO�UHDOO\�JRRG�DERXW�WKDW�QRZ�
 
The board exercises most of its policy power through 
nine committees: Alumni Relations and Development, 
Audit, Compensation, Education Policy, Finance, 
Health Sciences, Physical Assets, Public Affairs, and 
Trusteeship. Each board member is assigned to a com-

mittee based on his/her background and expertise. 
The committees spearhead policy that board members 
advise on and support with their own resources. With 
respect to the undergraduate science initiative, the 
same structure held; a policy-oriented subcommit-
tee was assembled and the trustees advised it and 
DSSURYHG�LWV�ÀQDQFLDO�DUUDQJHPHQW�

LISA CARNOY: THE WHIZ KID: depending on 
the priorities of [both] the president and the board, 
FHUWDLQ� WKLQJV�JDLQ� IRFXV�� VR� WKHUH�DUH�FHUWDLQ�FRP-
PLWWHHV�WKDW�ZH·YH�EURXJKW�WR�WKH�IROG�LQ�UHFHQW�\HDUV��
:H�WDNH�GLUHFWLRQ��QDWXUDOO\��IURP�WKH�SUHVLGHQW��$QG�
KH·V� EHHQ� YHU\� FOHDU� DERXW� KLV� SULRULWLHV� LQFOXGLQJ�
VFLHQFH��LQFOXGLQJ�0DQKDWWDQYLOOH��LQFOXGLQJ�JOREDO-
L]DWLRQ�
 
The Coach pipes in with athletics as another example, 
which several board members echo.

A’LELIA BUNDLES: So when you say, “What’s the 
QH[W� ELJ� WKLQJ"µ�«�/HH�KDV� D� YLVLRQ�RI� WKH�QH[W� ELJ�
thing, so manhattanville was something that was very 
LPSRUWDQW� WR�KLP��0LQG�%UDLQ�%HKDYLRU� YHU\� LPSRU-
WDQW�WR�KLP��LPSURYLQJ�DOXPQL�HQJDJHPHQW�«�7KRVH�
things, he brings to us and says, “this is my vision,” 
DQG�WKHQ�«�ZH�WU\�WR�KHOS�IDFLOLWDWH�WKDW�
 
Several board members simultaneously share exam-
SOHV�RI�UHFHQW�LQLWLDWLYHV�IRU�D�OLEHUDO�ÀYH�VHFRQGV�
 

Manhattanville 

PHILIP MILSTEIN: THE MOGUL: let me amplify 
on that: manhattanville.
 
7KH� JURXS� WDON� HQGV³GXH� GHIHUHQFH� LV� SDLG� WR�
Manhattanville.
 
7KH� ÀUVW� WKLQJ� WKDW� >/HH@� NHSW� VD\LQJ� WR� HYHU\ERG\�
ZDV�WKDW�ZH�QHHG�PRUH�VSDFH�«�,W�UHTXLUHG�VRPHRQH�
ZLWK�KLV�FRXUDJH�DQG�ULVN�WDNLQJ�WR�VD\��´/LVWHQ��WKLV�
LV� XQFKDUWHG� WHUULWRU\�µ� >JLYHQ� &ROXPELD·V� KLVWRUL-
FDOO\�WHQVH�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�WKH�VXUURXQGLQJ�QHLJK-
borhood].
 
The Manhattanville web page states that Columbia 
has the least square footage per student than any 
RWKHU�VFKRRO�LQ�WKH�,Y\�/HDJXH��DW�URXJKO\�����VTXDUH�
IHHW³VOLJKWO\� ODUJHU� WKDQ�D�&DUPDQ�GRXEOH��+DUYDUG�
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nearly doubles that ratio, and UPenn lavishes 440 
square feet per student. In an interview with Columbia 
Magazine, President Bollinger stated,�´,I�FROOHJH�DQG�
XQLYHUVLW\� UDQNLQJV� ZHUH� EDVHG� RQ� FUHDWLYLW\� SHU�
square foot, Columbia would far surpass everyone 
else.”
 
THE COACH: one of his missions in not only doing 
0DQKDWWDQYLOOH� DQG� JHWWLQJ� WKH� VSDFH� ZDV� WR� VD\��
“We’re good people, the University is a good neigh-
bor, and we’re going to show it.”
 
Manhattanville and its surrounding controversy 
within the student body 
PRVW� UHVHPEOHV� WKH� �����
demonstrations against the 
building of two separate 
gymnasia in Morningside 
Park: one for Columbia stu-
dents and the other for the 
residents of Morningside 
Heights and Harlem. Current 
Manhattanville proce-
dures and literature stress 
inclusion and cooperation, 
rather than division; Ms. 
Bundles cites the Community 
%HQHÀWV� $JUHHPHQW� DV� D� SULPH�PDQLIHVWDWLRQ� RI� WKLV�
change. Inevitably, there are still protests against the 
University’s expansion. The Coalition to Preserve 
Community, accompanied by many Columbia stu-
dents, staged its last demonstration against property 
VHL]XUH�LQ�0DUFK������

I ask Milstein whether he really believes that the 
University has changed on such a fundamental level 
since its more riotous days.

MILSTEIN��,�UHDOO\�GR��LW·V�D�SHRSOH�FKDQJH��IURP�WKH�
SUHVLGHQW�RQ�GRZQ��7KHUH·V�DQ�DSSURDFK�WKDW�ZH�KDYH�
to work within this neighborhood as good neighbors. 
previously all the issues when i was a student involved 
WKH�IDFW�WKDW�&ROXPELD�YLHZHG�LWVHOI�DV�VXSHULRU�
 
BUNDLES: And it was evolving even before 
manhattanville with many of the programs in the 
FRPPXQLW\�� &RPPXQLW\� ,PSDFW� DQG� VRPH� RI� WKH�
others. 
 
&RPPXQLW\�,PSDFW�ZDV�IRXQGHG�LQ�������$FFRUGLQJ�

WR�LWV�ZHEVLWH��&,�RYHUVHHV�URXJKO\�����&ROXPELD�VWX-
dents who volunteer in Harlem, Morningside Heights, 
and Washington Heights, serving an approximate 
WRWDO�RI��������FRPPXQLW\�PHPEHUV�
 
THE COACH��7KLV� LV�PRUH� DWWLWXGLQDO�� WKLV� FRPHV�
IURP�/HH�%ROOLQJHU�� LW�FRPHV�IURP�DOO�RI�XV�KHUH�DQG�
wanting to do the right thing. We want to be really 
JRRG� PHPEHUV� RI� RXU� FRPPXQLW\� «� 7KDW·V� D� /HH�
%ROOLQJHU�3ULQFLSOH��:LOO�WKDW�UHPDLQ"�:H�VXUH�KRSH�
so.
 
MILSTEIN��>&RPPXQLW\�,PSDFW@�LV�RQH�RI�WKH�PDMRU�

DFWLYLWLHV� IRU� WKH� VWXGHQWV�
RQ� WKH� FDPSXV� LQ� WHUPV� RI�
engagement in terms of giv-
LQJ� EDFN� VHUYLFH� DQG� VR� LW·V�
FHUWDLQO\� D� PDMRU� SULRULW\� RI�
the trustees. We’re in the 
middle of raising an endow-
PHQW�IRU�WKLV�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�IRU�
WKH�IXWXUH�EHFDXVH�ZH�UHFRJ-
QL]H�KRZ�LPSRUWDQW�LW�LV�

CARNOY: We also have a 
6WXGHQW� $IIDLU� FRPPLWWHH�
within the board and that 

JURXS� LV� IRFXVHG� RQ� WRSLFV� UDQJLQJ� IURP� VWXGHQW�
advising to major advising to quality of student life, 
and also that group meets before three out of the four 
board meetings.
 
To give you an idea of the past relationship between 
VWXGHQWV� DQG� WKH� %RDUG�� LQ� ������ ��� FRQVHUYDWLYH�
VWXGHQWV�ÀOHG�VXLW�ZLWK�WKH�6XSUHPH�&RXUW�RI�WKH�6WDWH�
of New York, demanding the expulsion of all 24 trust-
ees, blaming them for causing the infamous riots. The 
students believed that the trustees were deliberately 
allowing left-wing radical professors to shape impres-
sionable students, instigating the demonstrations.
 

Columbia and its Peers

THE COACH: [in the ivy league] all of the presi-
GHQWV�ZLOO�KHOS�WKH�FKDLUV��VR�WZLFH�D�\HDU�«�FKDLUV�RI�
the board meet with a different president who pro-
YLGHV�XV�ZLWK�IHHGEDFN�RQ�ZKDW�WKH\·UH�GRLQJ�XQLTXHO\�
in their university that might be able to help us all. 
1RZ�ZH�KDSSHQ�WR�EH�YHU\�FORVH�ZLWK�6WDQIRUG��,�OLYH�
right in the area, and the president there happens to 

“this isn’t some 
FHUHPRQLDO�UROH�WKDW�D�
FRXSOH�SHRSOH�GR��WKLV�
is people working hard 
to make sure that our 
University gets better 

and better and better.”
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be a very good friend of mine.
 
there was a professor at Stanford who was a Columbia 
JUDG�DQG�KH�JDYH�XV�D� ORW�RI�KLV�WLPH�DQG�LQWURGXFHG�
XV�WR�D�ORW�RI�ORFDO�SHRSOH�KHUH�LQ�1HZ�<RUN�LQFOXGLQJ�
D�SURIHVVRU�RYHU�DW�WKH�EXVLQHVV�VFKRRO�ZKR�FDPH�XS�
ZLWK�D� ORW�RI� WKDW�UHVHDUFK�>DERXW�KRZ�WR�FRPSHWH�DV�
D� WRS� UDQNLQJ� UHVHDUFK� LQVWLWXWLRQ@� IRU� XV�� 6R�� \HV��
WKHUH·V�D�ORW�RI�H[FKDQJH�
 
I step on some toes when I press the assembled mem-
bers about the perceived weakness in the undergradu-
ate science department.
 
THE COACH: it wasn’t the department—it was how 
ZH�ZHUH�GHSOR\LQJ�WKH�FXUULFXOXP�WKDW�ZH�KDG�LQ�WKH�
VFLHQFHV�«�:H�WKRXJKW�WKDW�DQG�D�ORW�RI�WKH�IHHGEDFN�
that we got from the student life groups that lisa 
WDONHG� DERXW� IHOW� WKDW� )URQWLHUV� RI� 6FLHQFH� ZDV� QRW�
strong enough and what were we going to be able 
WR�SURYLGH�WKH�VWXGHQWV�WR�JLYH�WKHP�D�ULFKHU�XQGHU-
VWDQGLQJ�RI�VFLHQFH�
 
MILSTEIN: And plus, with northwest Corner 
%XLOGLQJ��WKDW�EHFDPH�WKH�SK\VLFDO�LPSULPDWXU�RI�VD\-
LQJ��´6FLHQFH�LV�YHU\�LPSRUWDQW�WR�XVµ��DQG�WKH\�KDGQ·W�
EXLOW�D�VFLHQFH�EXLOGLQJ�LQ����\HDUV�
 
BUNDLES: Having manhattanville and northwest 
6FLHQFH� %XLOGLQJ� «� WKH� LGHD� LV� QRW� MXVW� WR� KDYH�
PRUH� VSDFH�� WKH� LGHD� LV� WR� EH� DEOH� WR� JLYH� ODEV� WR�
IDFXOW\��:KHQ�\RX·UH�UHFUXLWLQJ�IDFXOW\�DQG�WKH\�VD\��
´,� >FRXOG@�JR� WR�VRPH�RWKHU�VFKRRO��RQH�RI�RXU�FRP-
SHWLWRUV�� WKH\·OO� JLYH�PH� ODE� VSDFH�� EXW� DW�&ROXPELD�
WKH\·OO�JLYH�PH�D�GHVN�DQG�D�FXELFOH�µ�\RX�FDQ·W�UHDOO\�
FRPSHWH�ZLWK�WKDW��6R�LQ�RUGHU�WR�FRPSHWH�IRU�UHDOO\�
top people you have to be able to have those labs.
 
Noam Scheiber wrote a piece in new York magazine in 
�����DERXW�&ROXPELD·V�SURIHVVRU�SRDFKLQJ�VWUDWHJLHV�
as it assembled a more robust economics department. 
7KH� DSSURDFK� ZDV�� ÀWWLQJO\�� EDVHG� RQ� DQ� HFRQRPLF�
principle called “sunspots,” which holds that people 
are more productive when surrounded by other pro-
ductive people. Instead of recruiting a couple of star 
professors, Columbia would attempt to poach a group 
of economists simultaneously from its competitors 
which would put the “sunspot” principle to test with 
respect to the economics department’s success. I ask 
the Coach where he draws the line between poaching 

to boost the university’s reputation and respecting a 
preexisting relationship.
 
THE COACH: All’s fair in love and war. there’s 
QRWKLQJ�KRVWLOH�EHWZHHQ� >XV@�«�ZH�FDQ�JHW�D� IDFXOW\�
member, give them somebody. people try to take our 
SHRSOH��ZH�WU\�WR�WDNH�RWKHU�SHRSOH·V�IDFXOW\��,W·V�D�ZDU�
game.
 

Why They’re On Board

At this point, David Stone hints that the trustees have 
other engagements on campus. So I ask, “Why do you 
all want to help this school?” This time, no one tries to 
VSHDN�ÀUVW�
 
BUNDLES��<RX�JX\V�VWDUW�ÀUVW�
 
CARNOY: my debt to Columbia only grows with 
time. i think the esprit de corps of this group and the 
VHQVH�RI�VDWLVIDFWLRQ��DQG�KRSLQJ�WKDW�WKLV�LQVWLWXWLRQ�
be even better is tremendously rewarding and Bill is 
D�SKHQRPHQDO�OHDGHU��KH�FDOOV�XV�¶WKH�GLUW\�ÀQJHUQDLO·�
JURXS�EHFDXVH�ZH�ZRUN�KDUG�DQG�ZH�NHHS�RQ�WDNLQJ�
on more but it is rewarding … the best is ahead of us 
DQG�WKDW·V�UHDOO\�H[FLWLQJ�
 
MILSTEIN��6LQFH�,·P�WKH�ROGHVW�VHUYLQJ�WUXVWHH��,·OO�
VD\� D� IHZ� ZRUGV�� ,W� FRPHV� IURP� ORYH�� LW� FRPHV� IURP�
SDVVLRQ�� LW� FRPHV� IURP� FRPSHWLWLRQ³WKDW� \RX� IHHO�
LQVLGH�WKDW�\RX�ZDQW�\RXU�VFKRRO�DQG�\RXU�XQLYHUVLW\�
to be the best. i started off in a very odd way, i was 
D�PHPEHU� RI� WKH�$WKOHWLF�9DUVLW\�&OXE� LQ� WHQQLV�P\�
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freshman year with the riots at Columbia … the grit-
WLQHVV�RI�KDYLQJ� WR�JR� WR� VFKRRO� DQG�PLVVLQJ�D� ORW�RI�
VHPHVWHUV�RI�VFKRRO��LW�RQO\�PDGH�PH�EHWWHU�DV�D�SHU-
VRQ��EHWWHU�DV�D�KXPDQ�EHLQJ�«�,W�FRPHV�IURP�D�ZDUP�
feeling that you just have, or that as the more you get 
involved the more you desire to do.
 
THE COACH�� ,� FDPH� E\� KHUH� LQ� WKH� VXPPHU�� ,�
ZDV� WDNLQJ�P\� VRQ� DURXQG� YLVLWLQJ� FROOHJHV� DQG� -LP�
0F0HQQDPRQ�� ZKR·V� WKH� KHDG� RI� SULQFLSDO� JLIWV� LQ�
the university, had set up a meeting … with lee 
LQ� KLV� RIÀFH� DQG� ,� VWDUWHG� WR� WDON� WR� KLP� DQG� «�
manhattanville was only a little bit of a dream, he was 
talking about what would go there … And i’m listen-
LQJ� WR� WKLV� JX\·V� LQFUHGLEOH� YLHZ� RI� H[SDQGLQJ� WKH�
FDPSXV�WR�PDNH�VXUH�WKDW�LW�FDQ�JURZ�VR�ZH�FDQ�DGG�
PRUH� IDFXOW\�� PRUH� UHVHDUFK�� 6R� WKH� IROORZLQJ� \HDU��
KH�ZDV�FRPLQJ�RXW�WR�&DOLIRUQLD�«�KH�FRPHV�RYHU�WR�
P\�RIÀFH�DQG�KH�DVNHG�PH�WR�EH�D�«�D�7UXVWHH��$QG�,�
didn’t know what to do.
 
It feels like a good time to chime in. 

ME: “did he get down on one knee?”
 
THE COACH�� ,� FRXOG� IHHO� D� WHDU� FRPLQJ� RXW� RI�
WKH�FRUQHU�RI�P\�H\H�� ,� FRXOGQ·W�ZDLW� WR�FDOO�P\�ZLIH�
and tell her. i never thought … that i would have an 
opportunity to … help the institution that helped me 
develop. everything about it has made me a better 
person.
 
All eyes are on the Coach. He is giving us a rundown 
of how Bollinger wooed him. Like a group of teenag-
ers watching a romantic comedy, we laugh on cue 
DQG³GHVSLWH� NQRZLQJ� WKH� LQHYLWDEOH� HQG³GHOLJKW� LQ�
the story.
 
So i told lee, “Could i let you know?” And he said, 
´6XUH�� \RX� FRXOG� OHW�PH� NQRZ�µ� ,� FDOOHG�P\�ZLIH� RQ�
the way and she said, “did you tell him, ‘Yes?’ ” i said, 
“i didn’t tell him anything.” She said, “You get over 
WKHUH�DQG�WHOO�KLP�¶\HV·�EHIRUH�KH�FKDQJHV�KLV�PLQG�µ

:H�ZRUN�KDUG��7KLV� LVQ·W� VRPH� FHUHPRQLDO� UROH� WKDW�
D� FRXSOH� SHRSOH� GR�� WKLV� LV� SHRSOH� ZRUNLQJ� KDUG� WR�
make sure that our University gets better and better 
and better.
 
BUNDLES: As someone who didn’t go to the College 

… one of the wonderful things i think about from the 
ERDUG� LV«�ZKLOH� WKH� FRUH� LV� SHRSOH�ZKR�ZHQW� WR� WKH�
College … from the moment i walked in, Bill’s big 
bear hug makes you feel like you’re a part of it.

A Trustee’s Wishlist 

It is the board’s prerogative to skeptically assess the 
agendas and various policies that are brought before 
it. And in order to better understand the root of its deci-
sions, it seems appropriate to determine what the trust-
ees would do if they were on the other side of the aisle. 

ME�� ,I� \RX� FRXOG� HDFK� VHW� \RXU� RZQ� DJHQGD� IRU� WKH�
VFKRRO��ZKDW�ZRXOG�LW�ORRN�OLNH"
 
THE COACH�� ,·G� FORVH� P\� H\HV� DQG� JR��
manhattanville be done.
 
MILSTEIN��:H�DUH�GHDOLQJ�ZLWK�ZKDW�,�FDOO�D�JDS�LQ�
WHUPV�RI�RXU�HQGRZPHQW��YHUVXV�WKH�RWKHU�VFKRROV�«�
EXW�ZH�GR�KDYH�ZKDW�,�GHVFULEH�DV�WKH�VKDGRZ�HQGRZ-
PHQW��:KLFK� LV�� ZH� KDYH� 1HZ� <RUN� &LW\�«� 6R� DV� D�
UHVXOW�ZH�FDQ�RYHUFRPH�PRVW�RI�WKDW�ÀQDQFLDO�H[SHUL-
HQFH�ZKHUH�ZH�KDYH�VR�PXFK�OHVV��DQG�VR�ZKDW�ZRXOG�
P\�GUHDP�EH"�«�,I�ZH�KDG�DQRWKHU�ÀYH�RU�WHQ�ELOOLRQ��
it wouldn’t hurt. And were working towards that, 
EHFDXVH� UHPHPEHU� ZKHQ� /HH� RULJLQDOO\� VWDUWHG� KLV�
FDPSDLJQ�LW�ZDV�D�IRXU�ELOOLRQ�GROODU�FDPSDLJQ��ZH·UH�
JRLQJ�WR�HQG�WKH�FDPSDLJQ�DW�VL[�ELOOLRQ��$QG�H[FHSW�
for, i think, Stanford, we will have raised more money 
E\�DQ\�RWKHU�SODFH�«�$QG�ZH�VKRXOG�DOO�EH�SURXG�RI�
WKDW� EHFDXVH� WKH� ODVW� FDPSDLJQ� ZDV� WZR� ELOOLRQ� DQG�
it took double the amount of time. We’re headed up 
and up and up.
 
Columbia’s endowment hovers between seven and eight 
billion dollars. The next wealthiest Ivy, Princeton, has 
more than double our endowment with only a quarter 
of our student body. Curiously, Columbia’s endow-
ment has grown since the recession, while those of 
Harvard and Yale have yet to fully recover. 

THE COACH: lee surrounded himself with really 
JRRG� SHRSOH�� ERWK� LQ� WKH� DFDGHPLF� VLGH� DQG� RQ� WKH�
administrative side, so we feel fortunate that we get 
to work with people that we view as peers … maybe 
H[FHSW�IRU�WKH�FRPPXQLFDWLRQV�JX\��

This interview was edited for clarity and brevity.

Illustration by Alexander Pines
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CURIO COLUMBIANA
TKH�UXOHU�RI�RXU�OLWWOH��ZDOOHG�RII�FLW\�VWDWH³3UHVLGHQW�%ROOLQJHU³LV�UDUHO\�VHHQ��+LV�FKDXIIHXU�HYHQ�GULYHV�KLP�

WKH�WZR�EORFNV�IURP�KLV�SDODFH�RQ����th Street and Morningside Drive to his offices in Low Library. Eighty 
\HDUV�DJR��XQLYHUVLW\�SUHVLGHQW�0XUUD\�%XWOHU�KDG�D�VLPLODUO\�GLVWDQW�SUHVHQFH��,Q�KLV������ERRN��king football, 
former 6SHFWDWRU editor in chief Reed Harris recounts the rare experience of securing the president’s audience.

,I��E\�DFKLHYLQJ�D�PLQRU�8QLYHUVLW\�WLWOH��DQG�E\�XVLQJ�HYHU\�NQRZQ�SHUVXDVLRQ�XSRQ�WKH�
VDFUHG�3UHVLGHQWLDO� VHFUHWDULDW�� \RX�JDLQ� HQWUDQFH� WR� WKH�RIÀFH�RI� WKLV� HGXFDWLRQDO� F]DU�� WKH�
LPSUHVVLRQ�ZLOO�EH�ORQJ�ZLWK�\RX��(QWHULQJ�WKH�HQRUPRXV�URRP��\RX�ZLOO�VHH�DW�RQFH�+LV�([-
FHOOHQF\��WKH�0DKDUDMDK�RI�$PHULFDQ�(GXFDWLRQDO�DQG�:RUOG�3HDFH��,I�WKLV�EH�\RXU�ÀUVW�YLVLW��
+LV�([FHOOHQF\�ZLOO�UDLVH�KLV�KHDG�DQG�VFRZO�XSRQ�\RX�XQWLO�\RX�IHHO�LPSHOOHG�WR�FUDZO�WR�WKH�
WKURQH�DQG�UHFHLYH�KLV�EOHVVLQJ��WKHQ�WR�EDFN�UHYHUHQWO\�IURP�WKH�FKDPEHU��,I��ZLWK�FRQVLGHU-
DEOH�VWUHQJWK�RI�ZLOO��\RX�FDQ�IRU�D�PRPHQW�HYDGH�WKH�VFRZO��\RX�ZLOO�GLVFRYHU�WKDW�WKHUH�LV�QR�
WKURQH��DIWHU�DOO��EXW�RQH�RI�WKH�PRVW�WUHPHQGRXV�GHVNV�HYHU�SODFHG�LQ�DQ�RIÀFH��<RX�ZLOO�QRWH�
WHOHSKRQHV��SLOHV�RI�OHWWHUV��DQG�DQ�DVVRUWPHQW�RI�RUQDWH�SHQV�DQG�SHQFLOV�ZKLFK�ZRXOG�VKDPH�
DQ\�EDQN�SUHVLGHQW��,I�WKH�FKLHI�VHFUHWDU\�KDV�SKRQHG�WKH�SURSHU�P\VWLF�ZRUGV�WR�WKH�3UHVLGHQW��
WKH�ZRUOG�ÀJXUH�PD\�ULVH�WR�PHHW�\RX��PRYH�D�VWHS�RU�WZR�DZD\�IURP�WKH�GHVN��DQG�H[WHQG�KLV�
KDQG��7KHUH�ZLOO�EH�QR�VPLOH��7KH�3UHVLGHQW�QHYHU�VPLOHV�H[FHSW�DW�WLWOHV��7UXVWHHV��RU�SROLWL-
FLDQV�RI�WKH�ÀUVW�ZDWHU��1RU�ZLOO�WKH�KDQGVKDNH�EH�FRUGLDO³WKH�3UHVLGHQW�ZLOO�JUDE�D�ÀQJHU�RU�
WZR�VZLIWO\�DQG�E\�WKLV�PHDQV�PRYH�\RXU�KDQG�XS�DQG�GRZQ�RQFH��GURSSLQJ�LW�DV�LI�FRPSOHWHO\�
GLVJXVWHG�ZLWK�WKH�QHFHVVLW\�IRU�FRQWDFW��7KH�3UHVLGHQW��\RX�PXVW�UHDOL]H��LV�D�OLEHUDO��D�EHOLHYHU�
LQ�GHPRFUDF\��DQG�D�ZRUNHU�IRU�ZRUOG�EURWKHUKRRG³EXW�WKLV�GRHV�QRW�DSSO\�ZLWKLQ�KLV�RZQ�8QL-
YHUVLW\��6HOGRP�KDV�DQ�DEVROXWH�VRYHUHLJQ�EHHQ�PRUH�FDUHIXOO\�SURWHFWHG�IURP�WKH�SHRSOH�RI�KLV�
ODQG��DQG�QR�VRYHUHLJQ�WRGD\�RU�LQ�WKH�SDVW�KDV�HYHU�HQMR\HG�WKH�SRPS�DQG�FHUHPRQ\�RI�SRVLWLRQ�
as thoroughly as does the president.

 
+RZHYHU��KDYLQJ�SURJUHVVHG�WKLV�IDU��\RX�DUH�H[SHFWHG�WR�VD\�VRPHWKLQJ��,Q�FDVH�\RX�DUH�

easily impressed, you may have forgotten your mission entirely, but something must be said, 
DQG�VDLG�TXLFNO\��EHFDXVH�WKH�3UHVLGHQW�UHJLVWHUV�LPSDWLHQFH�ZLWK�HYHU\�PRWLRQ�

 
,I� \RX�KDYH� D� GHÀQLWH� UHTXHVW��+LV�([FHOOHQF\�ZLOO� QRW� DQVZHU� \RX�H[FHSW� LQ� WKH�PRVW�

FRQIXVLQJ�JHQHUDOLWLHV��,Q�DOO�SUREDELOLW\��KH�ZLOO�OHDG�\RX�WR�EHOLHYH�WKDW�\RXU�UHTXHVW�ZLOO�EH�
granted, but he will inform you that you should take it up with one or another of the multitude of 
SRPSRXV�RIÀFHUV�RI�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�ZKR�FOXWWHU�XS�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�FDPSXV���2Q�WDNLQJ�WKH�PDW-
WHU�XS�ZLWK�WKH�GHVLJQDWHG�RIÀFHU��\RXU�UHTXHVW�ZLOO�EH�UHIXVHG³DQG��LI�\RX�DUH�REVHUYDQW��\RX�
PD\�QRWH�D�VKRUW�PHPRUDQGXP�IURP�WKH�3UHVLGHQW
V�RIÀFH�GLUHFWLQJ�WKDW�WKDW�DFWLRQ�EH�WDNHQ��

 
,Q�SUHVHQWLQJ�\RXU�UHTXHVW�DQG�UHFHLYLQJ�WKH�ZKROO\�YDJXH�DQG�XQVDWLVIDFWRU\�DQVZHU��

you will have taken up almost a minute. perhaps you harbor a desire to talk further with this 
H[WUDRUGLQDU\�PRQDUFK��EXW� WKDW� LV� LPSRVVLEOH��+H� ULVHV��PRYLQJ� WRZDUG�\RX�� DQG�\RXU�RQO\�
HVFDSH�LV�WKURXJK�WKH�GRRU��

Illustration by Alexander Pines

Growing Pains
One transgender B&W staffer’s experiences
BY ALEXANDER PINES

D I A RY

A IHZ�GD\V�DIWHU� ,� VWDUWHG� LQMHFWLQJ� WHVWRVWHURQH�� ,�VHQW�P\�IULHQGV�6QDSFKDWV�RI�P\�IDFH�ZLWK�VKDNLO\�
drawn beards in pink and green. “nothing here yet,” 
,·G�W\SH��ZRQGHULQJ�ZKDW�LW�ZDV��SUHFLVHO\��WKDW�PDGH�
me a man. i still don’t know. i don’t think it’s a beard, 
WKRXJK��RU�D�ORZHU�YRLFH�RU�OHJ�KDLU�

)LYH�PRQWKV�ODWHU�,·P�VWLOO�EHDUGOHVV��EXW�SULFN-
OLHU�WKDQ�HYHU�EHIRUH��IURP�WKH�VWXEEOH�XQGHU�P\�FKLQ�
WR� WKH� WHPSHU� WKDW� SRSV� XS� LQ� WUDIÀF� DQG� FKHFNRXW�
lines. people keep asking me if i’m happy now, as 
though i’ve triumphed over something. they tell me 
KRZ�EUDYH�,�DP��,·YH�EHHQ�FDOOHG�EUDYH�EHIRUH³,�ZDV�
WKH�WRNHQ�OHVELDQ�DFWLYLVW�LQ�KLJK�VFKRRO��EDFN�ZKHQ�,�
used my pretty female name and spoke with my pretty 
IHPDOH� YRLFH�� EXW� IRU�PH� LW·V� QRW� VR�PXFK�EUDYHU\� DV�
VXUYLYDO�� 7KH� 7UDQVJHQGHU� 1DUUDWLYH� KDV� YLROHQFH�
WKDW·V�ODUJHO\�DEVHQW�IURP�LWV�JD\�FRXQWHUSDUW��)RUJHW�
EHLQJ�VWXFN�LQ�D�FORVHW³WUDQV�SHRSOH�DUH�VXSSRVHGO\�

men or women “trapped” in the wrong bodies who 
QHHG� KRUPRQHV�� GRFWRUV�� QHHGOHV�� DQG� VFDOSHOV� WR�
FRQVWUXFW�D�ERG\�WKDW�LV�VRPHKRZ�WUXHU��

it’s not that i’m trapped, i’ve just outgrown.
7KHUH�DUH�GD\V�ZKHQ�,�FDQ�VHH�WKH�ZD\�P\�QHZ�

QDPH� WZLVWV�DV� LW� FRPHV�RXW�RI�P\� IULHQGV·�PRXWKV³
IRXU� V\OODEOHV� LQ� WKH� VSDFH� RI� WZR�� ,·P� VWUHWFKLQJ� DV�
well. five months on testosterone and i’m a mess of 
KDLU�DQG�VFDU�WLVVXH�ZLWK�D�YRLFH�WKDW�FUDFNV�DQG�ULVHV�
and breaks when i sing. growing isn’t always pretty. 
,�KDYH�DFQH��,·P�DIUDLG�RI�ORVLQJ�P\�KDLU��DQG�WKHUH·V�D�
UHPRWH�FKDQFH�,·P�IU\LQJ�P\�OLYHU�

6RPHWLPHV� WKH� URXJKQHVV� RI� P\� VNLQ� VFDUHV�
me. Sometimes i wonder if i’ll ever be able to keep 
YLROHQFH�RXW�RI�P\�RZQ�VWRU\³IRU�VRPHRQH�ZKR�KDWHV�
EHLQJ�FDOOHG�´WUDSSHGµ�,·OO�HDJHUO\�PHQWLRQ�VWDEELQJ�
myself in the leg with hormones biweekly. Sometimes 
the new hardness in my arms makes me feel brutal. i 
wonder if strength has to mean hardness. Sometimes 
,�PLVV�EHLQJ�IUDJLOH��EXW�WKHQ�,�FDWFK�WKH�FXUYH�RI�P\�
breasts not quite suppressed under my binder and 
FUXPSOH�

7KLV� LV�ZKDW� IUDJLOH� ORRNV� OLNH�� WKH�ÀUVW� WLPH�,�
XVHG�WKH�PHQ·V�UHVWURRP�RQ�WKH�ÀIWK�ÁRRU�RI�/HUQHU�
,�ZDV� OLWHUDOO\� VFDUHG� VKLWOHVV�ZKHQ� D� MDQLWRU�ZDONHG�
in. Curling into myself in the stall as he swabbed 
WKH�ÁRRUV��,�ZDV�RYHUZKHOPHG�ZLWK�JUDWLWXGH�IRU�WKH�
JHQGHU�QHXWUDO�EDWKURRP�EDFN�LQ�+DUWOH\�

7KLV� LV� DOVR� ZKDW� IUDJLOH� ORRNV� OLNH�� ,� FDPH�
RXW� WR�P\� VXLWHPDWHV�E\� VKHHSLVKO\�ZULWLQJ�´FDOO�PH�
$OH[DQGHUµ�LQ�GU\�HUDVH�PDUNHU�RQ�WKH�ERDUG�WDSHG�WR�
my door. for weeks the name felt foreign in my mouth 
DQG�,�KDG�WR�ZULWH�´KH�$OH[DQGHUµ�RQ�WKH�LQVLGH�RI�P\�
left thumb as a reminder. 

2QFH� \RX� GHFLGH� WR� FKDQJH� \RXU� QDPH�� KRZ-
HYHU�� \RX� UHDOL]H� KRZ� LPSRVVLEOH� LW� LV� WR� HVFDSH�� $W�
WKH�VWDUW�RI�HDFK�VHPHVWHU�,�VHQW�HPDLOV�WR�SURIHVVRUV�
somewhat timidly asking them to ignore the name 
RQ� WKHLU� FODVV� URVWHUV� ZKHQ� WKH\� DGGUHVVHG� PH� DQG�
KRSHG� WKDW�QR�RQH� ORRNHG�DW�&RXUVHZRUNV� WRR�FDUH-
fully. every time i swiped my CUid i was afraid the 
FDVKLHU� RU� VHFXULW\� JXDUG� ZRXOGQ·W� EHOLHYH� PH�� DQG�
ZKLOH�P\�/LRQ0DLO�DFFRXQW�VHQW�HPDLOV�IURP�WKH�ULJKW�
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QDPH� RQ�P\� FRPSXWHU�� QR� VXFK� OXFN� RQ� WKH�PRELOH�
YHUVLRQ��:KLOH� DSSUR[LPDWHO\� ��� VFKRROV� DOORZ� VWX-
GHQWV�WR�XVH�WKHLU�SUHIHUUHG�QDPH�RQ�FDPSXV�UHFRUGV�
�LQFOXGLQJ�&RUQHOO��3ULQFHWRQ��DQG�<DOH��DFFRUGLQJ�WR�
WKH�7UDQVJHQGHU� /DZ�	�3ROLF\� ,QVWLWXWH���&ROXPELD�
UHTXLUHV�D�OHJDO�QDPH�FKDQJH�

,I�\RX·UH�XQGHU����LQ�0LFKLJDQ�DQG�\RX�ZDQW�WR�
FKDQJH� \RXU� QDPH�� LW·OO� FRVW� WZR�PRQWKV� DQG�������
&RSLHV�RI�WKH�QDPH�FKDQJH�DUH�ÀYH�GROODUV�HDFK�ZKLOH�
\RX·UH� LQ� WKH� FRXUWURRP�� EXW� LI� \RX� OHDYH� DQG� FRPH�
EDFN� �HYHQ� DQ� KRXU� ODWHU��� WKH\·UH� ÀIWHHQ��5HSODFLQJ�
\RXU� GULYHU·V� OLFHQVH� LV� DQRWKHU� QLQH�
EXFNV�� VR� DOO� LQ� DOO� ,·P� RXW� DURXQG�
�����WR�VXFFHVVIXOO\�FKDQJH�P\�PLG-
dle name from Catherine to Cameron 
and the “-ra” to an “-er” at the end 
RI�P\�ÀUVW�QDPH��2Q� WKH�EULJKW�VLGH��
EHFDXVH� ,·P� QRW� \HW� ���� ,� GRQ·W� KDYH�
to add another hundred or so (and a 
PRQWK�RI�ZDLWLQJ�� IRU�ÀQJHUSULQWV� WR�
EH� VHQW� WR� WKH� VWDWH� SROLFH� DQG� )%,��
,Q�FRQWUDVW��WR�FKDQJH�\RXU�ODVW�QDPH�
after marriage, all you need to do is 
EULQJ� VRPH� LGHQWLÀFDWLRQ� DQG�D�PDU-
ULDJH� OLFHQVH� WR� WKH� 6RFLDO� 6HFXULW\�
RIÀFH�

While i’m not entirely sure 
what makes me a man, the state of 
0LFKLJDQ� WKLQNV� LW·V� DQ� DIÀGDYLW�
VLJQHG� E\�P\� GRFWRU� VD\LQJ� ,·YH� KDG�
WKH�´DSSURSULDWH�VXUJLFDO�SURFHGXUHV�
IRU� JHQGHU� WUDQVLWLRQµ³ZKLFK� JHWV�
H[SHQVLYH��$� TXLFN� HPDLO� WR� WKH� UHJ-
istrar was all i needed at Columbia. 

even though i doubt people 
will stop asking me if i’ve gotten it, 
WKHUH·V� QR� VXFK� WKLQJ� DV� ´7KH� 6XUJHU\µ� IRU� WUDQV�
IRONV�� ,QVWHDG�� WKHUH� DUH� VHYHUDO� VXUJLFDO� RSWLRQV�
WKDW�JHQHUDOO\�FRXQW�DV�VH[XDO�UHDVVLJQPHQW�VXUJHU\�
�656��ZKLFK�FDQ�EH�URXJKO\�OXPSHG�LQWR�WZR�FDWHJR-
ries: top and bottom surgery. less important than the 
VSHFLÀFV�RI�HDFK�SURFHGXUH�LV�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�DW�OHDVW�RQH�
RI�WKHP�LV�UHTXLUHG��E\�PRVW�VWDWHV��WR�OHJDOO\�FKDQJH�
genders. 

,Q�VKRUW��WKH�WUDQV�ERG\�LV�D�SXEOLF�RQH��2XWVLGH�
RI� WKH� WUDQV� FRPPXQLW\�� WUDQV� ERGLHV� DUH� GLVFXVVHG�
ZLWK� OLWWOH� WR�QR� UHVSHFW� IRU�SULYDF\��7UDQV� VWXGHQWV’ 
ULJKWV� WR� XVH� WKH� FRUUHFW� EDWKURRP� LV� IUHTXHQWO\�
XS� IRU� GHEDWH� DQG� WKH� YRWH� DQG� PRVW� FRYHUDJH� RI�
WUDQV� SHRSOH� LV� JHQHUDOO\� IRFXVHG� VROHO\� RQ� SK\VL-

FDO� WUDQVLWLRQ�RU� VWDWLVWLFV�DERXW�KRZ�PDQ\�RI�XV�DUH�
PXUGHUHG��:LWKLQ�WKH�WUDQV�FRPPXQLW\��SDUWLFXODUO\�
RQOLQH�� UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ� LV� DOPRVW� HQWLUHO\� FRQÀQHG�
WR� WUDQVLWLRQ�PLOHVWRQHV�� ,·P�QRW�$OH[DQGHU�� VWXGHQW�
and writer: i’m pre-op and so many months on t. i 
XQGHUVWDQG�WKH�GRFXPHQWDWLRQ�RI�WUDQVLWLRQ³UHSRUW-
LQJ� RQ� LWV� FKDQJHV� KDV� GHÀQLWHO\� KHOSHG�PH� UHOHDUQ�
P\�ERG\��+RZHYHU�� WKH�HPSKDVLV�SODFHG�RQ�SK\VLFDO�
WUDQVLWLRQ� FDQ� VRPHWLPHV� SHUSHWXDWH� WKH� LGHD� WKDW�
gender is dependent on what parts one has (or doesn’t 
KDYH���ZKLFK��DPRQJ�RWKHU� WKLQJV��HUDVHV� WKH� LGHQWL-

WLHV�RI�WUDQV�SHRSOH�ZKR�FKRRVH�QRW�WR�
�RU� FDQ’W� DIIRUG� WR�� XQGHUJR� PHGLFDO�
transition. 

for most of the past year, i’ve 
EHHQ� WU\LQJ� WR�ÀJXUH�RXW�KRZ� WR�SD\�
IRU� ERWK� VFKRRO� DQG� VXUJHU\�� ,Q� DQ�
LPPHGLDWH�VHQVH��WKLV�KDV�PHDQW�FULWL-
FDOO\� HYDOXDWLQJ� P\� GHVLUH� WR� KDYH�
VXUJHU\³LV� D� ÁDW� FKHVW� ZRUWK� HLJKW�
JUDQG"�$W�ÀUVW��,�WKRXJKW�,�FRXOG�SXW�
things off until graduation. But that 
was before binding everyday started 
rubbing my skin raw, before nearly 
passing out trying to play basketball, 
before i had to spend nearly a day in 
EHG� EHFDXVH�P\� EDFN� KXUW� WRR�PXFK�
to do anything else. Sometimes i even 
forget what a deep breath feels like. 
%\�DGGLQJ�656�WR�LWV�KHDOWK�FDUH�SRO-
LF\�ODVW�\HDU��&ROXPELD�KDV�HIIHFWLYHO\�
made it possible to avoid taking on 
thousands of dollars in debt to pay for 
top surgery.

,�IRXQG�D�SLFWXUH�RI�P\VHOI�DW�ÀI-
teen from my freshman winter semi-

IRUPDO�� ,�PLVWDNHQO\� WKRXJKW� D� VNLUW� DQG� EDOOHW� ÁDWV�
would make me feel more girly. What i don’t tell you 
is how long i tried to not be trans, how i was afraid i’d 
ORVH�P\VHOI�VRPHZKHUH�EHWZHHQ�VKRWV�DQG�VFDOSHOV��,�
ORRNHG�DW�WKDW�SLFWXUH�DQG�UHPHPEHUHG�WKH�GXOO�WKURE�
of doing it wrong. 

6RPHWLPHV� ,� IHHO� FRQVWUXFWHG�� WKH� VXP� RI� VR�
PXFK� VFDU� WLVVXH� DQG� V\QWKHWLFV�� 6RPHWLPHV� ,� IHHO�
IDNH��%XW� VR�DUH�\RX��:H�FDUU\� DURXQG� WKH�EHVW� YHU-
sions of ourselves to measure up to with the hopes 
of someday growing into the person we always have 
H[SHFWHG�WR�EH��,�ORRNHG�DW�WKDW�SLFWXUH�DQG�WKRXJKW��
this is not who i’m supposed to be. finally, i feel like 
i’m doing it right.�

Illustration by Leila Mgaloblishvili

Thinking and Drinking
Alex Hall gets back to basics at d.b.a.
BY WILL HOLT
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on a friday afternoon in June, i stopped by a 
:LOOLDPVEXUJ� EDU� FDOOHG� G�E�D�� WR� PHHW� ZLWK�

$OH[�+DOO��WKH�PDQ�PRVW�UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�SRSXODUL]LQJ�
FDVN� DOH� LQ� 1HZ� <RUN� &LW\�� +DOO�� D� VWUDJJO\�KDLUHG��
FKHUXELF�(QJOLVKPDQ� LQ�KLV�PLG���V�� UXQV� WKH� FDVN�
SURJUDP�DW�G�E�D��DQG�KDV�YHU\�PXFK�FRPPLWWHG�KLP-
VHOI�WR�VSUHDGLQJ�WKH�JRRG�ZRUG�RQ�WKH�VXEMHFW��6LQFH�
moving to new York from england in 1999, Hall has 
EHFRPH�VRPHWKLQJ�RI�D�FDVN�HYDQJHOLVW��LI�QRW�the�FDVN�
evangelist, in the tri-state area.

$SWO\�FDOOHG�´UHDO�DOHµ�LQ�8QLWHG�.LQJGRP�DQG�
,UHODQG�� FDVN� DOH³´FDVN�FRQGLWLRQHG� EHHU�µ� DV� LW·V�
UHIHUUHG� WR� LQ� VRPH�UDULÀHG�FLUFOHV�KHUH³LV�DERXW�DV�
IUHVK�DV�EHHU�FDQ�JHW��8QÀOWHUHG�DQG�XQSDVWHXUL]HG��
WKH� DOH� LV� QDWXUDOO\� FDUERQDWHG� LQ� WKH� �����JDOORQ�
FDVNV� �´ÀUNLQVµ�� LQ� ZKLFK� LW� XQGHUJRHV� LWV� VHFRQG�
IHUPHQWDWLRQ��8QOLNH�PRVW� NHJJHG� EHHUV��ZKLFK� DUH�
DOPRVW�LQYDULDEO\�NHSW�DW�ORZ�WHPSHUDWXUHV�DQG�IRUFH�
FDUERQDWHG�� FDVN� DOH� VWD\V� DW� ´FHOODU� WHPSHUDWXUHµ³
about 54 degrees fahrenheit, optimal for mouthfeel 
DQG�ÁDYRU�

“Big breweries 
dumbed it down,” Hall 
told me. “they made 
WKHLU� EHHU� DUWLILFLDOO\�
FDUERQDWHG�� WKH\� PDGH�
LW� DUWLÀFLDOO\� FROG�� DQG�
WKH\� PDGH� LW� DUWLÀFLDOO\�
FUDSS\�µ

W hile kegged 
EHHUV� DUH� IRUFHG� WR� WKH�
WDS� ZLWK� JDV�� FDVN� DOHV�
are pumped up from 
WKH� FHOODU� PDQXDOO\� ZLWK�
D� VLPSOH� GHYLFH� FDOOHG�
a beer engine. A pump 
FOLS� LV� XVXDOO\� DWWDFKHG�
WR� WKH� QDXWLFDO�ORRNLQJ�
KDQGOH�� ZKLFK� GLVSOD\V�
the name, brewer, type, 
and strength. When the 
FRQWHQWV� RI� D� FDVN� KDYH�
EHHQ� GHSOHWHG�� WKH� FOLS�

gets turned around.
7R�PDQ\�$PHULFDQV��FDVN�DOH�WDVWHV�ZDUP�DQG�

ÁDW� �PRVW� DSSDUHQWO\� RSW� IRU� EHHUV� DNLQ� WR� VRGD��
FROG� DQG� À]]\��� %XW� UHDO� EHHU³real ale, as it were—
VKRXOGQ·W� JLYH� \RX� D� EUDLQIUHH]H��0\� ÀUVW� H[SRVXUH�
WR�FDVN�DOH�FDPH�GXULQJ�KLJK�VFKRRO�LQ�6RXWK�:DOHV��
where the nearest pub was only a 15-minute walk 
IURP�FDPSXV��2Q�)ULGD\�DIWHUQRRQV�ZH·G�JHW�D�WDEOH�
E\� WKH�ÀUH�DQG�NQRFN�EDFN�VHYHUDO�SLQWV�RI� WKH� ORFDO�
VWXII�� IURP� 7RPRV� :DWNLQ·V� WR� 2WOH\�� ,� SUDFWLFDOO\�
FDPH�RI�DJH�RQ�FDVN�DOH�

´7KLV�LV�D�QLFKH�RI�WKH�FUDIW�EUHZLQJ�PRYHPHQW�
now,” Hall said. “But this is what beer used to be.”

:KLOH�JHQXLQH�FDVN�FRQGLWLRQHG�EHHU�LV�PXFK�
PRUH�GLIÀFXOW� WR�ÀQG� LQ� WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�� LWV�SRSX-
ODULW\� LV� JURZLQJ� VZLIWO\� LQ� FLWLHV� DV� GLVSDUDWH� DV�
philadelphia and portland, oregon—and with no 
VPDOO�WKDQNV�WR�JX\V�OLNH�$OH[�+DOO�

H
6LWWLQJ�DW�G�E�D�·V�EDU�LQ�-XQH��,�ZDWFKHG�DV�+DOO�

Illustration by Alexander Pines
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FOHDQHG�RXW�WKH�WDSV��+H�ULQVHG�WKHP�ZLWK�D�VDQLWL]HU�
VROXWLRQ�SXPSHG�XS�IURP�WKH�EDVHPHQW��WKHQ�ÁXVKHG�
WKHP�RXW�ZLWK�FOHDQ��FROG�ZDWHU�

7KHQ� KH� FDXJKW� PH� RII� JXDUG� ZLWK� D� UHTXHVW�
WKDW�,·G�KDUGO\�H[SHFWHG�

´<RX�ZDQW�WR�JR�KRRN�XS�WKH�FDVNV"µ�KH�DVNHG�
,�ZHQW�VLOHQW�IRU�D�FRXSOH�RI�VHFRQGV��DVVXPLQJ�

WKDW� WKH� JULQ� RQ� KLV� IDFH�PHDQW� WKDW� KH� ZDV� MRNLQJ��
$IWHU�D�EHDW��,�UHDOL]HG�KH�ZDV�VHULRXV�

´6KLW�\HV��,�ZDQW�WR�KRRN�XS�WKH�FDVNV�µ
We went down a set of warped, narrow stairs 

LQWR� WKH�EDVHPHQW��/LWWHULQJ� WKH�GDPS�FHPHQW�ÁRRU�
was an odd assortment of kegs and tools—like some-
WKLQJ�EHWZHHQ�D�IUDW�KRXVH�DQG�D�PHFKDQLF·V�JDUDJH�

2II� WR� WKH� VLGH� ZDV� WKH� FDVN� FHOODU�� D� WHP-
SHUDWXUH�FRQWUROOHG� ZDON�LQ�
FORVHW� ZKHUH� +DOO� WROG� PH�
,� ZRXOG� KDYH� WR� WDS� WKH� ÀU-
NLQV�� %HQW� RYHU� WKH� FDVNV�
DQG�DZNZDUGO\�FURZGHG�LQWR�
WKLV� WHPSHUDWXUH�FRQWUROOHG�
URRP�QR�ELJJHU�WKDQ�D�FORVHW��
i took the mallet off the wall and used it to pound 
LQ�WKH�WDSV�RQ�WZR�WKH�FDVNV��

7KH� ÀUVW� EHHU� ZDV� .XKQKHQQ� &RQXQGUXP��
D� PLOG� (QJOLVK�VW\OH� DOH� IURP� 0LFKLJDQ�� %XW� LW� ZDV�
WKH� VHFRQG� WKDW� ,� ZDV� UHDOO\� H[FLWHG� DERXW�� %HDU�
5HSXEOLF·V� *UDQG� $P�� DQ� $PHULFDQ� SDOH� DOH� IURP�
California. With the mallet in one hand and a tap in 
WKH�RWKHU��,�UHDGLHG�P\VHOI�IRU�+DOO·V�LQVWUXFWLRQV�

´:KDFN�LW�µ
i found out almost immediately that the blows 

had to be hard and fast, or the beer would spill out 
RQWR� WKH�ÁRRU��0\�ÀUVW�FDVN� WRRN�D� IHZ�PRUH�VWULNHV�
WKDQ�LW�VKRXOG�KDYH�QHHGHG��EXW�WKH�WDS�IRU�WKH�VHFRQG�
keg went in smoothly.

2QFH�,�ZDV�ÀQLVKHG��+DOO�EUXVKHG�SDVW�PH�LQWR�
WKH�FHOODU��+H�WRRN�D�SLQW�JODVV�IURP�D�QHDUE\�WDEOH�DQG�
GUDLQHG� VRPH�RI� WKH�EHHU� LQWR� LW� IURP� WKH�ÀUVW� FDVN��
He held the glass up to the dim light hanging from 
WKH� FHLOLQJ�� H[DPLQHG� WKH� FRORU�� VZLUOHG� DQG� GUDQN��
$IWHUZDUG��KH�À[HG�WKH�WDS�LQWR�WKH�VDQLWL]HG��ULQVHG�
out tubing that travels up to the bar, and repeated this 
SURFHVV�ZLWK�WKH�VHFRQG�FDVN�

H
+DOO� ÀUVW� GHYHORSHG� D� WDVWH� IRU� FDVN� DOH�ZKLOH�

ZRUNLQJ� IRU� %ULWLVK� 5DLOZD\V� LQ� KLV� HDUO\� ��V�� KH�
WROG�PH��7UDYHOLQJ�IURP�WRZQ�WR�WRZQ�DQG�FRXQW\�WR�
FRXQW\�DFURVV�*UHDW�%ULWDLQ��KH�VWDUWHG�WR�SLFN�XS�RQ�
VRPH�RI�WKH�ORFDO�SHFXOLDULWLHV�LQ�EHHU��

“i got free travel all over the Uk,” he told me. 
´,�VWDUWHG�GLVFRYHULQJ�EHHUV�WKDW�\RX�ZRXOGQ·W�ÀQG�DOO�
the time at some of the smaller pubs.”

Hall later worked at the evening Star pub 
in Brighton, england, and helped start its award-
winning brewery, dark Star. the bar now holds up 
WR�D�VWDJJHULQJ�����FDVNV�DW�D�WLPH��G�E�D��NHHSV�MXVW�
three).

in 1999, when Hall ended up following an 
$PHULFDQ�JLUOIULHQG�WR�1HZ�<RUN��KH�FRXOGQ·W�EHOLHYH�
WKH� SDWKHWLF� VWDWH� LQ� ZKLFK� KH� IRXQG� WKH� QDVFHQW�
$PHULFDQ�FUDIW�EUHZLQJ�VFHQH�

´0\�ÀUVW�TXHVWLRQ�ZDV�� ¶:KHUH�GR�,�ÀQG�FDVN�
in new York?’” he said. “ten years ago, there were 
YHU\�IHZ�EUHZHULHV�ZKR�GLG�FDVN��%URRNO\Q�>%UHZHU\@�

DQG� 9LFWRU\� >%UHZLQJ�
Company]—that’s about it.”

+DOO� HSLWRPL]HV� WKH�
do-it-yourself mentality that 
KDV� EHFRPH� VRPHWKLQJ� RI� D�
%URRNO\Q� FOLFKp� LQ� UHFHQW�
\HDUV��:KHQ�KH�FRXOGQ·W�ÀQG�

any purveyors of real ale in the States, he started 
bidding for beer engines on eBay and looking for 
interested bar owners around new York.

´,�VWDUWHG�ZDONLQJ�WKHP�DURXQG�WR�EDUV�EHFDXVH�
,�ZDQWHG� WKHP� WR� VWRS� VHOOLQJ� MXVW� WKHVH� VKLWW\��À]]\�
beers,” he said.

eventually Hall met the late ray deter, who 
RSHQHG� WKH� ÀUVW� G�E�D�� LQ� WKH� (DVW�9LOODJH� LQ� ������
'HWHU��VRPHWKLQJ�RI�D�OHJHQG�DPRQJ�FUDIW�EHHU�HQWKX-
siasts, helped establish new York’s good Beer Seal, 
D� TXDOLW\� DVVXUDQFH� RUJDQL]DWLRQ� WKDW� JUDQWV� VHDOV�
RI� DSSURYDO� WR�EHHU�EDUV�DURXQG� WKH�FLW\� LQ�DQ�HIIRUW�
WR� ´VHSDUDWH� WKH� ZKHDW� IURP� WKH� FKDII�µ� +H� DQG�
Hall worked out an arrangement to have a small-
VFDOH�� PHWLFXORXVO\� NHSW� FDVN� VKRZFDVH� DW� 'HWHU·V�
:LOOLDPVEXUJ�ORFDWLRQ�

H
%DFN�XSVWDLUV�DW�G�E�D���+DOO�ZHQW�EDFN�EHKLQG�

the bar and began pumping the beer engine for the 
%HDU�5HSXEOLF�*UDQG�$P��+H�ZHQW�DW�WKH�WDVN�OLNH�D�
IDUPKDQG�PLONLQJ�D�FRZ��ZRUNLQJ�WKH�HQJLQH�XS�DQG�
down.

:KHQ�KH�ZDV�ÀQDOO\�FRQÀGHQW�ZLWK�WKH�FODULW\�
RI�WKH�SLQW��KH�KDQGHG�LW�WR�PH�DFURVV�WKH�FRXQWHU�DQG�
poured another one for himself. 

“Cheers,” he said, raising his glass.
:H�WRDVWHG�WR�UHDO�FDVN�DOH�DQG�WR�RQH�RI�WKH�IHZ�

new York bars that does it right.�

Illustration by Angel Jiang
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CHApter one
7KHUH�ZDV�D�SHULRG�RI�ÀYH�GD\V�ZKHUH�$QGUHZ�

3DUVRQ� KDG� WKH� FRQFHUWHG� EOLVV� RI� IHHOLQJ� OLNH� DQ�
undergraduate before he knew what being one 
PHDQW³WKH� RULHQWDWLRQ� SURJUDP� WKDW� SUHFHGHG� KLV�
ÀUVW�ZHHN�RI�FODVVHV�DW�&ROXPELD��1RW�WKDW�WKH�VLJQLÀ-
FDQFH�RI�FROOHJH�OLIH�HYHU�GDZQHG�RQ�KLP�LQ�D�GHFLVLYH�
UHYHODWLRQ��:KHQ�KH�WULHG�WR�UHPLQLVFH�DERXW�LW�ZLWK�
:LOVRQ�D�\HDU�ODWHU��KH�ZDV�FHUWDLQ�WKDW�KLV�PHPRU\�RI�
WKH�ZHHN�ZDV� LPSUDFWLFDO�� WKDW� LW�QR� ORQJHU� WROG�KLP�
DQ\WKLQJ� DERXW� KLPVHOI��2I� FRXUVH�� KH� LQGXOJHG� WKH�
fantasy of seamless transition between Andrew the 
nerd and the new Andrew—Andrew the Whatever—
ZKLFK�ZDV�D�FRQYHQLHQW�RYHUVLJKW��+H�PHW�:LOVRQ�RQ�
Wednesday, the third day of the program.

/LNH� HYHU\� FRQYHUVDWLRQ� KH� KDG� GXULQJ� WKRVH�
ÀYH�GD\V��LW�ZDV�VLPXOWDQHRXVO\�LQVLJQLÀFDQW�DQG�IXOO�
RI�SRVVLELOLWLHV��ZKLFK�VHHPHG�WR�KDQJ�LQ�WKH�DLU�OLNH�
DQ�HOHFWULF�FKDUJH��$QGUHZ�KDG�JRQH�GRZQ�IRU�EUHDN-
fast alone—it was early and he wanted to do some 
H[SORULQJ�EHIRUH�´7HDP�%XLOGLQJ�6HVVLRQ�3DUW��µ�RU�
ZKDWHYHU�WKH\�FDOOHG�LW�

´,� OLNH� \RXU� VKLUW�µ� :LOVRQ� DSSURDFKHG� ZLWK�
a big grin, pointing to Andrew’s Steely dan t-shirt 
and making a stabbing motion. He had long, straight 
EURZQ�KDLU��WXFNHG�EHKLQG�KLV�OHIW�HDU�DQG�VZRRSLQJ�
WR�WKH�ULJKW��´0\�QDPH·V�:LOVRQ��PLQG�LI�,�MRLQ�\RX"µ

´7KDQNV��,�PHDQ³RI�FRXUVH��,·P�$QGUHZ�µ
He set down a plate full of eggs on the opposite 

VLGH�RI�WKH�WDEOH��DQG�H[WHQGHG�KLV�KDQG�
´/HW·V�PDNH�WKLV�RIÀFLDO�µ
they shook. Wilson raised his eyebrows and 

slid to his seat, saying, “great. now we’re homies.”
$QGUHZ� FKXFNOHG�� +H� WKRXJKW� DERXW� VD\LQJ��

“Just like that?”, but didn’t 
want to be a wiseass. While he 
VDW� WKHUH� WKLQNLQJ� RI� WKH� QH[W�
move, Wilson asked, “Are your 
parents fans of the dan?”

“Ah, not really. my dad is 
D�FODVVLF�URFN�JX\��0RP�OLVWHQV�
H[FOXVLYHO\� WR� -RQL� 0LWFKHOO��
“Why?”

“oh just, my parents are huge fans. Seen 
WKHP� OLNH� WZHQW\�ÀYH� WLPHV� RU� VRPHWKLQJ�� ,� JUHZ�
XS� OLVWHQLQJ� WR�3UHW]HO�/RJLF�DQG�$MD� LQ� WKH�FDU�DQG�
everything.”

´6RXQGV�OLNH�\RX�KDYH�FRRO�SDUHQWV�µ
Wilson snorted.
´,I� \RX� WKLQN�6WHHO\�'DQ� LV� ¶FRRO�·� WKHQ�\RX·UH�

RXW�RI�WRXFK�µ
“With what?
“With reality.”
“Come on.”
“What, i’m serious.”
´<RX�FDPH�RYHU�KHUH�EHFDXVH�,�ZDV�ZHDULQJ�D�

6WHHO\�'DQ�7�VKLUW��+RZ�FDQ³LI�\RX·UH�WHOOLQJ�PH�WKDW�
\RX·UH�QRW�FRRO��WKHQ�µ�$QGUHZ�VKRRN�KLV�KHDG��´WKHQ�
,�GRQ·W�VHH�KRZ�ZH�FDQ�EH�KRPLHV�µ

“Ahh, i get it,” the grin returned, “tough love. 
)LQH��\RX��PH��P\�SDUHQWV³ZH·UH�DOO�FRRO��'RHV�WKDW�
PDNH�\RX�PRUH�FRPIRUWDEOH"µ

´,·P�YHU\�FRRO�µ�$QGUHZ�PXWWHUHG��KLV�VWRPDFK�
WXUQLQJ� DW� WKH�SRVVLELOLW\� WKDW�:LOVRQ�ZRXOGQ·W� SLFN�
up on the joke. But he did. then they went over the 
EDVLFV�� KRPHWRZQ��PDMRU�� HWF�� ,QVLGH� WKH� IROGHU� WKH\�
JDYH�RXW�RQ�PRYH�LQ�GD\�� WKHUH�ZDV� D�SLQN�FKHFNOLVW�
titled “How to make friends,” a series of questions 
GHVLJQHG� WR� TXLFNO\� HVWDEOLVK� DQ� LQIRUPHG� UHODWLRQ-
VKLS�EHWZHHQ� IHOORZ�ÀUVW�\HDUV� �ZKHUH�DUH�\RX� IURP��
ZKDW·V�\RXU�PDMRU���,W�DOVR�LQFOXGHG�D�IHZ�WDERR�WRSLFV�
�UHOLJLRQ��PHQWDO�KHDOWK���,QGLJQDQW�WKDW� WKHUH�FRXOG�
EH� D� ´QHZ� IULHQG� IRUPXODµ� �PXFK� OHVV� WKDW� KH�ZRXOG�
need one), Andrew righteously stuffed the form into 
KLV�UHF\FOLQJ�ELQ�DQG�SURFHHGHG�WR�IROORZ�LW�SRLQW�E\�
SRLQW� ZLWK� HDFK� SHUVRQ� KH� PHW�� +DYLQJ� VSHQW� KDOI�
an hour in the dining hall together, he and Wilson 

“this is what beer 
used to be.”
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H[FKDQJHG� QXPEHUV�� DQG� $QGUHZ� OHIW� WR� WDNH� KLV�
walk.

 H
later that day, after dinner, Andrew was led 

RXW�WR�WKH�ODZQV�E\�D�IUHH�ÁRDWLQJ�WUDLQ�RI�VPLOHV�IURP�
RWKHU� ÀUVW�\HDUV�� WDQQHG� DQG� WDQNHG�� VXQGUHVVHG��
ERDW�VKRHG³D�JUHDW�FLUFXODWLQJ�PDVV�RI�\RXQJ�SHRSOH�
WU\LQJ� WR�EURDGFDVW� WKHLU� HDJHUQHVV� WR�KDYH� IXQ��$OO�
RI� WKHVH� SHRSOH� KDYH� QR� IULHQGV�� DQG� ,·P� QR� H[FHS-
WLRQ��$QGUHZ�WKRXJKW��ZKHQ�KLV�SKRQH�EX]]HG��,W�ZDV�
Wilson: “You wanna go to a banger tonight?”

 H
´,� JHW� WKH� IHHOLQJ� WKDW� ZH·UH� ZDWFKLQJ� VRPH-

WKLQJ�YHU\�VWUDQJH��$QG�,�WKLQN�,·YH�ÀJXUHG�RXW�ZKDW�
it is. there are four separate parties going on right 
now and there’s only enough room for two.”

$QGUHZ� SRLQWHG� RXW� KLV� WKHRUHWLFDO� GLYLVLRQV�
of the bright, gossipy double. the group of four sit-
WLQJ�RQ�(ULF·V�EHG� OLVWHQLQJ� WR� WZR� VKRUW�ZKLWH�JLUOV�
telling a long story as if it were the most important, 
WKULOOLQJ�ZD\�WKH\�FRXOG�UHSUHVHQW�HDFK�RWKHU·V�OLYHV��
7KH�FOLTXH�RQ�(ULF·V�URRPPDWH·V�EHG��ZKLFK�DFWXDOO\�
LQFOXGHG�0DUN�IURP�$QGUHZ·V�ÁRRU��ZKR��$QGUHZ�
NQHZ� EDVHG� RQ� WKHLU� RQH� FRQYHUVDWLRQ�� OLNHG� WR�
GULQN�DQG�FKDW��7KH�ÀYH�JLUOV�WDONLQJ�LQ�D�ORRVH�FLUFOH�
E\�WKH�GUHVVHU��ZKHUH�(ULF�KDG�VHW�XS�D�EDU��7KH�KLS�
threesome by the desk. Wilson rolled his eyes.

´:HUH� \RX� H[SHFWLQJ� 6WXGLR� ��"� ,W·V� D� GRUP�
URRP��$QG�LQFOXGLQJ�XV�WKHUH�DUH�ÀYH�¶SDUWLHV�·�:RXOG�
you rather have us all sit Quaker-meeting style?”

$QGUHZ�FRQFHGHG��VKRRN�KLV�KHDG�
“Besides, it looks like everyone is having fun. 

that’s all a party is for.”
$QGUHZ�ORRNHG�DURXQG�WKH�FUDPSHG�GRXEOH�IRU�

VRPH�FRQÀUPDWLRQ��&KHHULQHVV�ZDV�LQ�WKH�DLU��DVWRQ-
LVKHG��VHPL�FRQVWDQW�ODXJKWHU�SXQFWXDWHG�WKH�WXQH�RI�
WKH� JLUO� JURXS� VRQJ� SOD\LQJ� LQ� WKH� EDFNJURXQG��2Q�
(ULF·V�EHG�D�JLUO�ZLWK�EULJKW�H\HV�ZDV�VD\LQJ�´QR��QR��
no” to her friend, and throughout the room everyone 
ZDV� VSHDNLQJ�ZLWK� DQ� DWWHQWLYH� IDPLOLDULW\�� RI�ZKLFK�
$QGUHZ�ZDV�LQFOLQHG�WR�EH�VNHSWLFDO��,W·V�D�IXQ�SDUW\��
he mentally shrugged. it belittled his sensibilities to 
FRQVLGHU� WKH� YDOXH� RI� FRQYHUVDWLRQ� LQ� WKH� DEVWUDFW��
DQG� LW� WHUULÀHG� KLP� WR� DSSURDFK� WKH� TXHVWLRQ� RI� WKH�
value of fun.

“You’re right. But it still feels strange—maybe 
EHFDXVH� WKH\·UH� DOO� MXVW� KDQJLQJ� RXW�� WDONLQJ�� 7KH�
¶SDUW\·�GRHVQ·W�PDWWHU³DQ\�RI�WKHVH�JURXSV�FRXOG�EH�
KDYLQJ� VHSDUDWH� FRQYHUVDWLRQV� LQ� VHSDUDWH� URRPV��
people like to be around other people, i guess.”

:LOVRQ�FKXFNOHG�
“i’m not sure you do. You left us out of the 

SLFWXUH�DJDLQ³ZH�FRXOG�EH�KDYLQJ� WKLV�FRQYHUVDWLRQ�
in your room. You’re not masking your pitiful, self-
righteous wish to leave very well, by the way.”

“Hey, i didn’t say i wasn’t having fun. And we 
wouldn’t be having this particular� FRQYHUVDWLRQ� LI�
we were in my room,” Andrew nagged. He looked 
DW� WKH� KXPPLQJ� FOXPSV� RI� VWXGHQWV� DQG� LPDJLQHG�
WKH�QHWZRUN�WKDW�KDG�EURXJKW�HDFK�RI� WKHP�WR�(ULF·V�
URRP��+H·G� FRPH� DV� D� JXHVW� RI�:LOVRQ·V��0DUN� ZDV�
RQ�WKH�IHQFLQJ�WHDP�ZLWK�(ULF��$QGUHZ�GUHZ�WKH�OLQHV�
RI�KLV�PDS��GHPDUFDWLQJ�XQUHODWHG��WZLQ�VHJPHQWV�LQ�
D� YDULDEOH� FORXG� RI� WZR�GD\� IULHQGVKLSV�� �0D\EH� WKH�
fun was all in the mingling. it was beginning to look 
OLNH�:LOVRQ�GLGQ·W�DFWXDOO\�NQRZ�DQ\ERG\��RWKHUZLVH�
VRPH� LQWURGXFWLRQV� ZRXOG� KDYH� EHHQ� LQ� RUGHU�� 7KH�
WDON� LQ� WKH� URRP� SDVVHG� WKURXJK� $QGUHZ� LQ� ÁDW��
DZNZDUG�ZDYHV��XQWLO�KH�GLVWLQFWO\�PDGH�RXW�D�VOLFN��
androgynous “so what are we doing tonight?”

“it’s probably just that i didn’t go to very many 
SDUWLHV� LQ�KLJK�VFKRRO�µ�$QGUHZ�DOORZHG��´,W�GRHVQ·W�
VHHP�VR�VSHFLDO�µ

´:HOO� WKH\� XVXDOO\� VWDUW� WR� KHDW� XS� RQFH� \RX�
IRUJHW�DERXW�¶WKH�SDUW\·�DV�D�WRSLF�RI�FRQYHUVDWLRQ�µ

“fair enough,” he took another observational 
SDXVH� WKDW� KDG� D� ORW� PRUH� WR� GR� ZLWK� SDFLQJ� WKDQ�
DFWXDO�UHÁHFWLRQ��´<RX�WKLQN�WKH\·UH�DOO�WDONLQJ�DERXW�
JXQ�FRQWURO"µ

:LOVRQ�FDYHG�DQG�JDYH�$QGUHZ�WKH�JLJJOH�KH·G�
been looking for a way to unearth.

“did you go to many parties?”
´6XUH��2QFH�LQ�D�ZKLOH�µ
“What was fun about them? i’m not asking as, 
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OLNH��D�FULWLFDO�YRLFH��EXW�DV�D�JHQXLQH�VRFLDO�LGLRW�µ
Wilson shrugged.
´2K��,·P�QRW�IDQF\³,�ZHQW�IRU�WKH�VDPH�UHDVRQ�

as everybody else.”
“What’s that?”
´,� MXVW� ZDQWHG� WR� JHW� ÀQJHUHG�µ� :LOVRQ� VDLG�

ZLWK� QRVWDOJLF� H\HV�� EULQJLQJ� RXW� $QGUHZ·V� KLJK�
SLWFKHG�JXIIDZ�

´,·P�VRUU\��GR�,�VKRFN�\RX"�$P�,�EHLQJ�WRR�real 
for you? it’s not funny.”

“Stop it.”
´:KDW� LI� \RX� ÀQJHUHG� PH³ZRXOG� WKDW� IUHDN�

you out?”
 H

2Q� (ULF·V� URRPPDWH·V� EHG�� D� PHORGLF� KRQN-
LQJ� MROWHG�0RQLFD� RXW� RI� WKH�ZHDNO\�PHGLWDWLYH� VWX-
SRU� VKH·G� UHFHGHG� LQWR� RQFH� LW� EHFDPH� FOHDU� WKDW�
Amy and mihn were not going 
WR� VWRS� WDONLQJ� DERXW� %H\RQFH��
ZKLFK�VKH�WUDFHG�WR�$QGUHZ��WU\-
LQJ� VLPXOWDQHRXVO\� WR� FDWFK� KLV�
breath and suppress his smirk. 
0RQLFD� IHOW� WKH� JHQWOH� VWDE� RI�
VRPHWKLQJ� LQFUHGLEO\� FXWH�� D�
SDLQ� WKDW� ORFNHG� KHU� LQ� SODFH�
ZDWFKLQJ� WKH� WZR� RI� WKHP³QRW�
MXVW� EHFDXVH� $QGUHZ� KDG� GLP-
SOHV�� EXW� EHFDXVH� $QGUHZ� DQG�
Wilson were so obviously and 
SXEOLFO\�EHKDYLQJ�OLNH�EXGGLHV�

0RQLFD�ZDV�RQH�RI�WKRVH�LQFUHGLEOH�SHRSOH�ZKR�
are easy to delight and by delight are transformed. 
She hopped off the bed and walked over to the duo, 
WU\LQJ� WR� WKLQN� RI� VRPHWKLQJ� WR� VD\�� EXW� QRW� H[DFWO\�
worrying about it. Wilson was half smiling, embar-
UDVVHG�E\� WKH�QRLVH�KLV� IULHQG�ZDV�PDNLQJ� DQG� FRQ-
tinuing to whisper to him.

 H
“look at this, Andrew. maybe she’ll be the 

OXFN\� ODG\�µ� :LOVRQ� HQFRXUDJHG� V\PSDWKHWLFDOO\��
´WKH�ODG\�ZKR�JHWV�WR�ÀQJHU�you tonight.”

´+L�µ� 0RQLFD� DQQRXQFHG� KHUVHOI�� VZHHSLQJ� D�
WUHVV�RI�KHU�VWUDLJKW�EODFN�KDLU�EHKLQG�KHU�OHIW�HDU��D�WLF�
WKDW�VWUXFN�$QGUHZ�DV�WKHDWULFDO��´,�ORYH�\RXU�VKLUW�µ

“really? thank you,” he turned to Wilson, 
“this shirt is very popular.”

“it’s great. it brings people together.”
´0\�SDUHQWV�DUH�KXJH�IDQV�µ�0RQLFD�FRQIHVVHG�

ZLWK�VRPH�JUDYHO�LQ�KHU�YRLFH�
´,QFUHGLEOH�µ� :LOVRQ� ORRNHG� DFWXDOO\� GXPE-

VWUXFN��EXW�WKH�ZD\�KH�NLQG�RI�GUDZOHG�PDGH�0RQLFD�
ZRQGHU�LI�WKH\�ZHUH�PRFNLQJ�KHU��´:H�KDG�WKLV�H[DFW�
FRQYHUVDWLRQ�HDUOLHU��$�ORYH�RI�6WHHO\�'DQ�KDV�WKURZQ�
XV�DOO�LQWR�D�FRVPLF�ORRS�µ

´6RXO�PDWHV�µ�$QGUHZ�QRGGHG�WR�0RQLFD�ZKR�
KDG�QR�UHDFWLRQ��DQG�WKHQ�TXLFNO\�ODXJKHG�WR�ÀOO�WKH�
VSDFH�

´,PDJLQH�WKH�H[SDQVH�RI�GLVFRXUVH�ZDLWLQJ�IRU�
XV�WR�SXW�RQ�RXU�ERRWV�DQG�H[SORUH��3DQRUDPLF��7KLV�
SDUW\� NLFNV� DVV��:KDW·V� \RXU� IDYRULWH�'DQ� DOEXP� WR�
OLVWHQ�WR�RQ�D�ORQJ�FDU�ULGH"�2U�SODQH�WULS��ZKDWHYHU�µ

“oh i never paid attention to the albums. i’m 
not, like, a huge IDQ�µ�VKH�GHFLGHG�WR�DGG�D�OLH��´,�NQRZ�
a lot of their songs though.”

´<RX� FDPH� RYHU� KHUH� EHFDXVH� \RX� OLNHG� WKH�
design of the t-shirt?”

“Yeah, i guess.”
Andrew looked down at 

WKH� EODFN� W�� WKH� ZKLWH� FXUVLYH�
SULQW� FHQWHUHG�� 6WHHO\� 'DQ��
they all observed it for a silent 
moment. Wilson turned to 
0RQLFD�ZLWK�D�EODQN�IDFH�

“You have pretty low stan-
dards, huh?”

6KH� FXUOHG� KHU� OLSV��
+HU� H\HV� KDUGHQHG�� DFFHSWLQJ�
$QGUHZ� DQG� :LOVRQ·V� FRQGH-
VFHQVLRQ³ZKLFK� VKH� NQHZ� ZDV�
just their sense of humor—

DFFHSWHG�$QGUHZ·V�FKXFNOH�ZLWK�WKH�GHWDFKHG�SHDFH�
RQH� LV� JUDQWHG� FRQÀUPLQJ� D� URWWHQ� VXVSLFLRQ�� VKH�
NQHZ�ER\V�OLNH�WKLV�LQ�KLJK�VFKRRO��

´)XFN�\RX�JX\V�µ
6KH�VWUROOHG�EDFN�WR�(ULF·V�URRPPDWH·V�EHG��DQG�

VDW�QH[W�WR�WKH�ERULQJ�EORQGH�JX\�ZKR�KDG�EHHQ�ÁLUW-
ing with her. Wilson’s mouth hung open, as if she’d 
slapped him for saying a swear word.

“i really thought that one was funny. it was a 
FR\�� VHOI�GHSUHFDWLQJ� SXQ� WRR�� %HFDXVH�µ� KH� SDXVHG�
DQG�VKUXJJHG��´,�GRQ·W�NQRZ��:K\·G�VKH�UHDOO\�FRPH�
over here?”

“Well, i laughed. But you did sound like an 
asshole. or a bastard.”

“go ahead, hurt me.”
´,� VRUW� RI� IHOW� JXLOW\� ODXJKLQJ� EHFDXVH� LW� ZDV�

like you had never spoken to a human being before.”
Wilson rolled his eyes and walked over to the 

EDU� UHDOL]LQJ� WKDW�KH�ZDV� VR�REYLRXVO\� IXOO� RI� VKLW� WR�
EHJLQ�ZLWK�WKDW�$QGUHZ�FRXOGQ·W�WDNH�KLV�HPEDUUDVV-

Illustration by Angel Jiang
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ment seriously. He found two empty vodka bottles 
DQG� WZR�EHHUV��ZKLFK�KH�FKXJJHG� LQ� IUXVWUDWLRQ��+H�
WXUQHG� DQG� ZDONHG� WKURXJK� WKH� FURZG� RI� JLUOV� ZKR�
KDG�DOO�SUREDEO\�VHHQ³SDWKHWLF��WKH\�FRXOG�KHDU�KRZ�
SDWKHWLF� KH� ZDV� LQ� MXVW� WKDW� OLWWOH� ZRUG�� ´KHOORµ³KH�
HPHUJHG�LQ�WKH�FHQWHU�RI�WKH�SDUW\�ZKHUH�KH�ZDV�FRP-
SOHWHO\� H[SRVHG�EXW�QR�RQH�ZDV�ZDWFKLQJ� DQG� VWRRG�
IRU�D�VHFRQG�WR�UHFRPSRVH�

Andrew felt a passive obligation to hold their 
VSRW��DQG�KDG�VWD\HG�LQ�H[DFWO\�WKH�VDPH�SODFH�

´,·YH�ÀQLVKHG�WKHLU�DOFRKRO��'R�\RX�ZDQW�WR�JR�
EDFN�WR�P\�URRP�DQG�ZDWFK�WY"µ

 H
$QGUHZ� WXUQHG� IURP� WKH� FRPSXWHU� VFUHHQ� WR�

:LOVRQ� ZKR� ZDV� ODXJKLQJ�� VHHPLQJO\� DW� WKH� DQWLFL-
SDWLRQ� RI� VRPHWKLQJ� IXQQ\�� DQG� WKHQ� EDFN� WR�'DYLG�
&URVV� RQ� WKH� FRPSXWHU�� I knew Eric. Really? Why 
didn’t you say hi? He didn’t either. Why not? Because 
we went to high school together and my hatred for 
him was pretty well documented at the time. He didn’t 
seem so bad. From a distance. Right. Well he doesn’t 
have an identity here yet, and he’s waiting to deter-
mine which qualities will be most advantageous for 
him. He only needs to pick three. Why did he invite 
you then? He has to; I’m one of the only people he 
knows! I make the room feel a little more familiar I 
don’t know��KH�WUDLOHG�RII�DQG�VHW�KLV�IDFH�OLNH�KH�ZDV�
done talking, but his eyes stayed wide, maybe even 
got wider, as if it were his duty to see ghosts and never 
DFNQRZOHGJH�WKHP��,�PXVW�KDYH�VWDUHG�DW�KLV�IDFH��IRXU�
LQFKHV�DZD\��IRU�D�IXOO�WHQ�VHFRQGV�XQWLO�KH�VLJKHG�DQG�
said that party was exactly what I wanted and we got 
to his door. 

it was a waste of time networking-wise and we 
DFWXDOO\� PDGH� RQH� HQHP\�� $QGUHZ� NQHDGHG� D� ÁDS�
of Wilson’s sheet as he remembered why he had the 
GLVWLQFW� IHHOLQJ�0DUN� DQG� (ULF� ZHUH� RQ� WKH� IHQFLQJ�
WHDP�WRJHWKHU³WKH�VORZ�H[FKDQJH�ZLWK�0DUN�KH�KDG�
LQ�WKH�HLJKWK�ÁRRU�ORXQJH��ZKLFK�GHYROYHG�LQWR�0DUN�
OLVWLQJ�KLV�´EHVW�IULHQGV�VR�IDUµ��SUHVXPDEO\�DV�UHFRP-
mendations for Andrew) while Andrew slid between 
D� GD\GUHDP� DERXW� RIÀFH� KRXUV� ZLWK� KLV� SURVSHFWLYH�
VRFLRORJ\� SURIHVVRU� DQG� D� VWDWH� RI� KDOI�FRQVFLRXV�
DVVHQW��EREELQJ�DQG�PDNLQJ�H\H�FRQWDFW�ZLWK�0DUN��
listening to him as he might listen to a rainstorm, but 
DOHUW� HQRXJK� WR� DEVRUE� DW� OHDVW� WZR� FUXFLDO� VXEMHFW�
KHDGLQJV�LQ�WKH�IHQFHU·V�EHQHYROHQW�DGGUHVV��(ULF�DQG�
7KH� 3DUW\�� )LGJHWLQJ� RQ�:LOVRQ·V� EHG�� H[DFWO\� WZR�
ÁRRUV�DERYH�KLV�RZQ��$QGUHZ�IHOW�WKH�ZHLJKWOHVVQHVV�
of every story he might try to build out of the evening. 

if he’d gone to breakfast at a different time, he might 
have gone to the same party with mark and made 
QHZ� IULHQGV� RU� DFWXDOO\� SDUWLHG�� ,W� VRRWKHG� $QGUHZ�
to think of it in terms of probability, but, obviously, 
he’ d� VDLG� \HV� WR� :LOVRQ·V� WH[W�� KH� JDYH� FRQFUHWH��
LUUHYRFDEOH� VKDSH� WR� WKH�QLJKW� WKURXJK�GHFLVLRQV�KH�
FRXOGQ·W�VSHFLÀFDOO\�LGHQWLI\�EXW�FRXOG�QRW��QRQHWKH-
less, ignore, as Wilson turned to him, pointing at the 
VFUHHQ�

´1HYHU�PLQG��-XVW�ZDWFK�µ
“Can i ask you something?”
´$KKP�µ�:LOVRQ�UHDFKHG�RYHU�WR�KLV�FRPSXWHU�

DQG�SUHVVHG�WKH�VSDFHEDU��´6XUH�µ
“i know this is the sort of question that you’re 

VXSSRVHG� WR� NHHS� WR� \RXUVHOI� DQG� VXFN� RQ�� RU�ZKDW-
HYHU��%HFDXVH�LW·V�HPEDUUDVVLQJ�,�VXSSRVH��%XW�,� IHHO�
FRPIRUWDEOH³DQ\ZD\� ,·P� VWDUWLQJ� WR� IHHO� OLNH� \RX·UH�
P\�IULHQG��EXW�,�FDQ·W�H[SODLQ�KRZ�,�JRW here and why 
i’m not—i don’t know—at an after-party on the eighth 
ÁRRU� ZLWK� \HVWHUGD\·V� FUHZ�� 6R�P\� TXHVWLRQ� LV�� ZK\�
GLG� \RX� FKRRVH� WR� KDQJ� ZLWK�PH� WRQLJKW"�:KDW� VHW�
PH�DSDUW� IURP�DOO�RI� WKRVH�SHRSOH� LQ�(ULF·V� URRP"� ,W�
sounds vain but i’d really just like—”

´1R��,�XQGHUVWDQG��,·OO�SOD\�\RXU�JDPH�µ�:LOVRQ�
VKUXJJHG�DPLFDEO\��´%XW�\RX�KDYH�WR�WHOO�PH�ZK\�\RX�
SLFNHG�PH�µ

“that’s fair.”
“that’s how the game’s played. now let me 

think,” Wilson dipped his head side-to-side and 
GUXPPHG� RQ� KLV� WKLJKV� IRU� D� IHZ� VHFRQGV� DQG� WKHQ�
IUR]H�IRU�DQRWKHU�IHZ��WU\LQJ�WR�VKDNH�RXW�KLV�LQVWLQF-
WLYH�EDUULHUV�WR�DQ�KRQHVW��LQWURVSHFWLYH�LGHD��+H�UDQ�D�
KDQG�WKURXJK�KLV�KDLU��´,�KDYH�WR�DSSURDFK�LW�IURP�WKH�
QHJDWLYH�LI�\RX�ZDQW�WR�KHDU�VRPHWKLQJ�,·P�FHUWDLQ�RI��
,�GLVOLNH�DOPRVW�HYHU\RQH�WKDW�,�WDON�WR³ZKLFK�SHRSOH�
GRQ·W� DOZD\V� SLFN� XS� RQ� EHFDXVH� ,� ORYH� WR� WDON³EXW�
when we ate breakfast, i didn’t distrust you or feel 
WKH�FDQQHG�GHVSDLU�,�JHW�ZKHQ�,�PHHW�D�ORW�RI�SHRSOH��
7KDW·V�VSHFLDO��,·P�QRW�GLVSDUDJLQJ�WKDW��:KDW�DERXW�
me?”

´,� ÀQG� \RX� UHPDUNDEO\� HDV\� WR� FRPPXQLFDWH�
with. We keep talking and it seems very natural.”

“that’s great, Andrew. Would you mind being 
TXLHW�VR�ZH�FDQ�ZDWFK�WKLV"µ

“Jesus.”
´,·P� VHULRXV�µ�:LOVRQ� JULQQHG�� UHDFKLQJ�RYHU�

WR�WKH�FRPSXWHU�DJDLQ�DQG�DYRLGLQJ�H\H�FRQWDFW�ZLWK�
$QGUHZ�� ZKLFK� ZRXOG� KDYH� VSRLOHG� WKH� MRNH�� IRU� D�
moment almost proud of being who he was, “You’re 
going to have wanted to shut up after you see this.”�

And All That Jazz 
Why radio still matters after the college DJ’s halcyon age
BY TORSTEN ODLAND
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i’m not sure where i developed the image i have 
RI� WKH� ´FROOHJH� UDGLR� '-�µ� 1HLWKHU� RI� P\� SDUHQWV�

ZHUH� '-V�� � ,� QHYHU� OLVWHQHG� WR� FROOHJH� UDGLR� JURZ-
LQJ�XS��2WKHU� WKDQ�PD\EH�D�FDULFDWXUH�,�VDZ�RQ�The 
Simpsons�� ,� KDYH� WR� DVVXPH� WKH� DUFKHW\SH� ,� KDYH� LQ�
PLQG�LV�EDVHG�RQ�D�YDULHW\�RI�:LNLSHGLD�VRXUFHV�

if you look far enough in the history of indie 
URFN�� HYHU\� EDQG·V� SDJH� FODLPV� ´WKHLU� DOEXP� dfs-
dfsd ZDV�YHU\�SRSXODU�RQ�FROOHJH�UDGLR�VWDWLRQV�LQ�WKH�
8QLWHG�6WDWHV�µ�7KH�PRUH�SRSXODU�·��V�DOWHUQD�EDQGV�
�5�(�0���7KH�5HSODFHPHQWV��3L[LHV��KDYH�EHHQ�FODV-
VLÀHG�� LQ� UHWURVSHFW�� DV� ´FROOHJH� URFNµ�� ZKLFK� JLYHV�
one the impression that not only were these intrepid 
'-V� LQWURGXFLQJ�$PHULFD� WR� WKH� MDQJOH�PXVLF�ZH� DOO�
UHVSHFW� VR� PXFK� WRGD\�� WKH\� ZHUH� OHDGLQJ� D� \RXWK�
PRYHPHQW�� 7KH� FROOHJH� UDGLR� SHUVRQD� ,·P� WKLQN-

LQJ� RI³WKH� URFN�QHUG� VDYLQJ� VSDFH� LQ� WKH� DLUZDYHV�
IRU� LQWHUHVWLQJ�SRS�PXVLF�� WKH� VDUFDVWLF� WDVWH�PDNHU�
ZKR� PD\� DFWXDOO\� MXVW� EH� 6WHSKHQ� 0DONPXV³OLYHV�
HWHUQDOO\�LQ�������ZKHQ�WKH\�ZHUH�VRFLDOO\�QHFHVVDU\��

7KRXJK�,�GLGQ·W�UHDOL]H�WKDW�ZKHQ�,�ÀUVW�VWDUWHG�
SURJUDPPLQJ�DW�:.&5��SDUW�RI�P\�PRWLYDWLRQ�WR�JHW�
LQYROYHG�KDG�WR�GR�ZLWK�WKH�UROH�,�WKRXJKW�,�PLJKW�ÀOO�
DV�D�FRRO�RQH��%XW�WKHUH·V�D�FUXFLDO�GLIIHUHQFH�EHWZHHQ�
WKH� FROOHJH� UDGLR� VWHUHRW\SH� DQG� UDGLR� DW� &ROXPELD�
today: WkCr and WBAr have very few listeners on 
FDPSXV� DQG� DUH� IXQFWLRQDOO\� LUUHOHYDQW� WR� WKH� WDVWH�
DQG�FXOWXUDO�VHQVH�RI�PRVW�&ROXPELD�VWXGHQWV��LQVR-
far as they’re radio stations).

though it ranges into the twenties with some 
IUHTXHQF\��-RH�%XFFLHUR��&&�·����:%$5�7UHDVXUHU��
assured me that the average listenership for online-
streamed WBAr shows is “in the single digits.” 
during the late-night shows, in all likelihood, there 
DUH�ORQJ�VWUHWFKHV�RI�DLU�ZKHQ�WKH�'-V�DUH�MXVW�OLVWHQ-
LQJ�WR�PXVLF�DORQH�LQ�WKH�EDVHPHQW�RI�6XOW]EHUJHU�

With ’kCr it’s tougher to say. there’s no 
ZD\� RI� SUHFLVHO\� GHWHUPLQLQJ� KRZ� PDQ\� VWXGHQWV�
DUH�SK\VLFDOO\�WXQHG�LQ�WR������)0��EXW�,�RQO\�NQRZ�
one Columbia student who owns a radio. if students 
are listening, they’re streaming it. WkCr doesn’t 
WUDFN� WKRVH� QXPEHUV�� %XW� ,� GRQ·W� WKLQN� ,� RYHUVWHS�
P\� ERXQGV� LQ� FODLPLQJ� WKDW� RXWVLGH� RI� WKH� ·.&5�
FRPPXQLW\� YHU\� IHZ� VWXGHQWV� OLVWHQ� WR� WKH� VWDWLRQ�
UHJXODUO\��WKRXJK�,�PD\�EH�GLVFRXQWLQJ�WKH�VHJPHQW�
RI� &ROXPELDQV� ,� VXVSHFW� H[LVW� ZKR� RQO\� OLVWHQ� WR�
FODVVLFDO�PXVLF���7R�SXW�LW�DQRWKHU�ZD\��,�GRQ·W�NQRZ�
anyone who does.

the answer seems obvious as soon as you for-
PXODWH� WKH� TXHVWLRQ��:K\� GRQ·W� FROOHJH� NLGV� OLVWHQ�
to the radio these days when it seemed to mean so 
PXFK�WR�WKHP����\HDUV�DJR"�&RPSXWHUV��,I� ,�VRXQG�
SHGDQWLF�� LW·V�EHFDXVH�,�QHHG�WR�UHPLQG�P\VHOI�SHUL-
RGLFDOO\�WKDW�EHIRUH����\HDUV�DJR��KXPDQ�EHLQJV�GLG�
QRW� KDYH� IUHH�� LQVWDQW� DFFHVV� WR� DOO� PHGLD�� $Q\RQH�
ZLWK� D� FRPSXWHU� DQG� :L�)L�� HYHQ� LI� WKH\� FRQÀQH�
WKHPVHOYHV� WR� <RX7XEH�� KDV�PRUH�PXVLF� WR� FKRRVH�
IURP�WKDQ�DQ\�VWDWLRQ�OLEUDU\�HYHU�KDG��DQG�WKH\�FDQ�
listen to it in whatever order they please. if you want 

Illustration by Britt Fossum
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YDULHW\�EXW� DUHQ·W� WHUULEO\� FXULRXV��3DQGRUD�FDQ�JLYH�
\RX� D�PDWKHPDWLFDO� DSSUR[LPDWLRQ� RI� WKH� UDGLR� VWD-
tion you’d want to listen to anyway.

one shouldn’t forget that the best thing about 
UDGLR�ZDV�WKDW� LW�ZDV�IUHH�� LW�EURXJKW�IUHH�PXVLF� LQWR�
peoples’ homes in a world where, if you liked what 
\RX� KHDUG�� \RX� KDG� WR� JR� RXW� DQG� SK\VLFDOO\� EX\� LW�
�LI� \RX� FRXOG� ÀQG� LW��� 1RZ� WKDW� DFFHVV� WR� PXVLF� LV�
free in general, it seems natural that students would 
gravitate toward the systems that give them the most 
FRQWURO��´FRQWUROµ��RYHU�ZKDW�WKH\�OLVWHQ�WR��<RX�GRQ·W�
KDYH�WR�ORRN�KDUG�WR�VHH�DQ�DXWKRULWDULDQ�FRORU�LQ�WKH�
traditional dJ-masses arrangement—even when its 
ÀJXUHKHDG� LV� D� VODFNHU� GRUN�� RQH� SHUVRQ� GHWHUPLQ-
LQJ�WKH�OLPLWV�RI�ZKDW�FDQ�EH�
KHDUG��WKH�KROGHU�DQG�VRXUFH�
of all relevant information 
DERXW�SRS�PXVLF�

thanks to great 
Wikipedia, the information 
WKDW�PDGH� FROOHJH� UDGLR�'-V�
LPSRUWDQW� FXOWXUDO� PLGGOH-
men is available to anyone 
ZLWK� D� FRPSXWHU�� 7RGD\�� ZKHQ� RQH� KHDUV�� DQG�
SDUWLFXODUO\� HQMR\V�� D�/LPS�%L]NLW� VRQJ� �VD\��� RQH� LV�
RQO\� WKUHH� FOLFNV� DZD\� IURP� D� IXOO� ELRJUDSK\� RI� WKH�
EDQG��(DV\�DFFHVV� WR�D� OLVW�RI�DOO� WKHLU�DOEXPV� �ZKHQ�
WKH\�ZHUH� UHFRUGHG�� IRU�ZKDW� ODEHO��� WKHLU� DVVRFLDWHG�
JHQUH��DQG�XVXDOO\�HYHQ�D�JORVV�RQ�WKHLU�´OHJDF\�µ�QRW�
RQO\�GHPRFUDWL]HV� WKH�EUXWH� IDFWV�RI�SRS�PXVLF�� EXW�
HPSRZHUV�RQH�WR�UHDOO\�H[SORUH�WKH�IRUPOHVV��XQIDWK-
RPDEOH��GH�IDFWR�SXEOLF�OLEUDU\�RI�PXVLF�RQ�WKH�ZHE�

the type of person who would have listened to 
FROOHJH�UDGLR����\HDUV�DJR�KDV�DOO� WKH� WRROV� WRGD\� WR�
EH�WKHLU�RZQ�'-��VR�WR�VSHDN��DQG�FRQVWUXFW�WKHLU�RZQ�
PXVLFDO� HGXFDWLRQ�� ,URQLFDOO\�� WKRXJK� WKH� ,QWHUQHW�
PD\� KDYH� GHVWUR\HG� WKH� VLJQLÀFDQFH� RI� WKH� ´FROOHJH�
UDGLR�ÀJXUH�µ�WKH�RIÀFLDO�FDQRQ�LQKHULWHG�E\�RXU�JHQ-
HUDWLRQ�RI�URFN�VFKRODUV³LQ�ZKLFK�7KH�6PLWKV��6RQLF�
<RXWK�� HWF�� DUH� XQGLVSXWHG� JUHDWV³LV� WKH� QDUUDWLYH�
GHYHORSHG�DQG�PDLQWDLQHG�E\�FROOHJH�'-V��VWDQGDUG-
L]HG��DQG�PDGH�XQLYHUVDOO\�DYDLODEOH�

2QH� ÀQGV� D� SUHWW\� LOOXVWUDWLYH� H[DPSOH� RI� WKH�
ZD\�WLPHV�KDYH�FKDQJHG�LQ�WKH�FDVH�RI�&DQ��D�VWUDQJH��
JURRY\� EDQG� IURP� *HUPDQ\�� DQG� LWV� UHFHSWLRQ� LQ�
$PHULFD��7RGD\�LW·V�´DFFHSWHG�IDFWµ�WKDW�&DQ�ZDV�RQH�
RI�WKH�PRUH�VHPLQDO�EDQGV�RI�WKH�·��V³LQQXPHUDEOH�
alt-people, from Johnny lydon to thom Yorke, have 
EHHQ�RXWVSRNHQ�DERXW� WKH�EDQG·V� LQÁXHQFH�RQ� WKHLU�
ZRUN�� ,I� \RX·UH� LQWHUHVWHG� LQ� URFN� KLVWRU\�� \RX� GRQ·W�

KDYH�WR�GR�YHU\�PXFK�UHVHDUFK�EHIRUH�WKH�QDPH�&DQ�
VXUIDFHV�DV�NLQG�RI�OHJHQG�

�%XW�LQ�������\RX·G�EH�LQ�D�YHU\�VPDOO�FRPPX-
QLW\�RI�$PHULFDQV�LI�\RX�HYHU�KHDUG�D�&DQ�VRQJ��7KHLU�
FODVVLF� UHFRUG� Tago Mago, released in germany in 
������ZDVQ·W�GLVWULEXWHG�E\�DQ�$PHULFDQ�ODEHO�XQWLO�LW�
ZDV�UHOHDVHG�DV�D�&'�LQ�������,I�\RX�ZHUH�YRUDFLRXV�
HQRXJK�WR�EX\�%ULWLVK�PXVLF�MRXUQDOV��\RX�PLJKW�UHDG�
WKHLU�QDPH��LI�\RX�OLYHG�LQ�D�PHWURSROLWDQ�DUHD�LW·V�SRV-
VLEOH�WKDW�\RX�FRXOG�WUDFN�GRZQ�D�%ULWLVK�RU�*HUPDQ�
import of the album—but most people weren’t. every 
&DQ�VRQJ� LV� WRR� ORQJ�DQG�FUHHS\� IRU�$PHULFDQ�FRP-
PHUFLDO�UDGLR��VR�WKH�EDQG·V�PXVLF�ZDV�XQDYDLODEOH�WR�
almost everyone.

if you did hear a Can 
VRQJ��LW�ZDV�SUREDEO\�RQ�FRO-
OHJH� UDGLR�� ZKHUH� LW� EHFDPH�
D� FXOW� IDYRULWH� DQG� PDGH�
impressions on a lot of young 
PXVLFLDQV�� 0\� SDWK� WR� &DQ�
LQ� ����� ZDV� VOLJKWO\� PRUH�
GLUHFW�� ,� ZDV� UHDGLQJ� DERXW�
Kid A on mother Wikipedia, 

where thom Yorke is quoted talking about Tago 
Mago as an inspiration, so i listened to a few Can 
VRQJV��7KHQ�,�GRZQORDGHG�WKHLU�WZR�FULWLFDOO\�VLJQLÀ-
FDQW�UHFRUGV��ZKLFK�VXEVHTXHQWO\�KDYH�EHFRPH�WZR�RI�
my favorites.

&ROOHJH� UDGLR�PD\�KDYH�EHHQ�HGXFDWLRQDO� DQG�
groundbreaking in ’86, but today it’s a laughably 
LQHIÀFLHQW�DQG�LQÁH[LEOH�ZD\�WR�GLVVHPLQDWH�FXOWXUH��
:KLFK�EHJV� WKH�TXHVWLRQ�� FDQ�ZH�ZULWH�:.&5�DQG�
WBAr off as institutions of undergraduate wankery, 
RU��PRUH�WR�WKH�SRLQW��DV�PHUH�FOXEV"

neither station is in huge danger of this. from 
WKH�VWDWLRQ·V�VSULQJ�EORZRXW��:%$5�%�4��ZKLFK�FRQ-
sumed roughly two thirds of their annual budget last 
\HDU��DFFRUGLQJ�WR�-RH���WR�VPDOOHU�HYHQWV�KLJKOLJKWLQJ�
VWXGHQW�PXVLFLDQV��:%$5·V�SULPDU\�FRQWULEXWLRQ�WR�
&ROXPELD·V� FXOWXUDO� OLIH� LV� WKH� FRQFHUWV� LW� RUJDQL]HV�
DQG� SURPRWHV�� ,Q� WKDW� UHVSHFW� DORQH�� WKH\·UH� D� ZHO-
FRPH� WRQLF� WR� WKH�%DFFKDQDO� FRPPLWWHH��$W� WKH� ULVN�
RI�VKRUW�VKULIWLQJ� WKHP��KRZHYHU�� ,·P�JRLQJ�WR� IRFXV�
RQ�WKH�ZD\�·.&5�MXVWLÀHV�LWVHOI�

,W�ZRXOG� EH� D�PLVWDNH� WR� FKDUDFWHUL]H�:.&5�
DV�ZDQNHU\��)RU�RQH�WKLQJ��LW�KDV�GHGLFDWHG�IDQV�WKDW�
DUHQ·W�&ROXPELD�VWXGHQWV�� ,�NQRZ�EHFDXVH� WKH\�FDOO��
2Q�DYHUDJH�,�JHW�D�FDOO�DQ�KRXU�GXULQJ�P\�MD]]�VKRZ��
though i’m not sure i’ve ever mentioned the station 
phone number on the air. Some people have ques-
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WLRQV³WKH\�FDOO� WR�DVN� WKH�QDPH�RI� WKH� ODVW� VRQJ�\RX�
SOD\HG��ZKR�WKH�EDVVLVW�ZDV��HWF�³EXW�HTXDOO\�DV�PDQ\�
FDOO�LQ�MXVW�WR�VD\�WKDQNV��/DVW�WLPH�,�ZDV�LQ�WKH�VWXGLR��
D� JX\� VWUHDPLQJ� WKH� EURDGFDVW� LQ�&KLFDJR� FDOOHG� WR�
tell me, “You’re giving me goose bumps!”

6HFRQGO\��HYHQ�LQ�FROOHJH�URFN·V�KH\GD\��·.&5�
GLGQ·W�KDYH�DQ\�VRFLDO� LQÁXHQFH� LQ� WKH�VHQVH�XVXDOO\�
DWWULEXWHG�WR�FROOHJH�UDGLR�VWDWLRQV��EHFDXVH�LW�GLGQ·W�
EURDGFDVW�FRQWHPSRUDU\�SRS�PXVLF��(QJDJLQJ�OLVWHQ-
HUV� RQ� FDPSXV�� DW� OHDVW� VLQFH�:.&5·V� WUDQVLWLRQ� LQ�
WKH� HDUO\� ·��V� �XQGHU� SUHVVXUH� IURP� WKH� &ROXPELD�
administration, who were displeased by the station’s 
FRYHUDJH�RI� WKH������SURWHVWV�� IURP�SULPDULO\� LQWHO-
OHFWXDO� FRQWHQW� WR� SULPDULO\� PXVLF�� KDV� RQO\� EHHQ�
tangential to ’kCr’s purpose.

´:H·UH� WKH� OLIHERDW� IRU� VWUDQGHG�FXOWXUDO� DUWL-
IDFWV�� (VSHFLDOO\� MD]]�µ� VROHPQO\� H[SODLQHG� 6RSKLH�
5XEDVKNLQ�� %&� ·���� :.&5� 3XEOLFLW\� 'LUHFWRU��
When i asked her what she sees as WkCr’s mission, 
VKH� DGGHG�� ´,� WKLQN� ZH� VD\�� ¶<HV�� ZH� ZLOO� SXW� (ULF�
'ROSK\� RQ� WKH� UDGLR� ÀYH� GD\V� D� ZHHN�� EHFDXVH� KH�
should be. And no one else is doing that.’” WkCr’s 
VORJDQ� LV�´7KH�$OWHUQDWLYH�µ�ZKLFK�VXPV�XS� WKH�VWD-
WLRQ·V� SURJUDPPLQJ� SKLORVRSK\� SUHWW\� HIÀFLHQWO\�� LW�
SOD\V�ZKDW��IRU�D�YDULHW\�RI�UHDVRQV��FRPPHUFLDO�UDGLR�
stations won’t.

·.&5� SUHVHUYHV� D� SXEOLF� VSDFH� IRU� IRUPV� WKDW�
DUH� QR� ORQJ� SRSXODU�� OLNH� MD]]�� ,WV� VL[�PXVLF� GHSDUW-
PHQWV³&ODVVLFDO��1HZ�0XVLF��EDVLFDOO\�DYDQW�JDUGH���
-D]]������RI�WKH�VWDWLRQ·V�DLU�WLPH���$PHULFDQ��,Q�$OO�
/DQJXDJHV�� DQG�/DWLQ³SXW� YDULHWLHV�RI�PXVLF�RQ�DLU�
WKDW�RQH�PRUH�7RS����VWDWLRQ�ZRXOGQ·W�

3KLORVRSKLFDOO\��LW�VWDQGV�RQ�PRUH�VROLG�JURXQG�
WKDQ�\RXU�DYHUDJH�FROOHJH�UDGLR�VWDWLRQ��%XW�WKLV�FRQ-
tributes to a kind of rigidity in its programming—by 
ZKLFK�,�PHDQ�WKDW��IRU�D�ORW�RI�SHRSOH��MRLQLQJ�:.&5�
PHDQV�VLJQLQJ�XS� WR�'-�PXVLF�\RX�GRQ·W� OLVWHQ� WR� LQ�
\RXU�VSDUH�WLPH�DQG�NQRZ��EDVLFDOO\��QRWKLQJ�DERXW�

,W·V�PLVVLRQ�GRHVQ·W�QXOOLI\�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�:.&5�
LV�EDVLFDOO\�LQHIÀFLHQW�LQ�WKH�ZD\�,�HDUOLHU�GHVFULEHG³
WKH\�PD\�SXW�(ULF�'ROSK\�RQ�WKH�DLU�GDLO\��EXW�,�ZKHQ�
,·P�LQ�WKH�PRRG�IRU�'ROSK\�,�XVXDOO\�ZDQW�WR�SLFN�WKH�
song. But it does demonstrate something about the 
PXVLFDO� HGXFDWLRQ� RQH� UHFHLYHV� IURP� WKH� ,QWHUQHW��
$OPRVW�HYHU\WKLQJ�,�NQRZ�DERXW� MD]]�FDQ�EH�EDFNHG�
XS�VRPHZKHUH�RQ�:LNLSHGLD��DQG�<RXWXEH��FRQFHLY-
DEO\�� ,�FRXOG�KDYH� OHDUQHG�DOO� WKH�VDPH�VWXII�ZLWKRXW�
’kCr. But i know that without WkCr, i wouldn’t 
KDYH��EHFDXVH�QR�RQH�ZRXOG�KDYH�WDNHQ�WKH�WLPH�WR�WHOO�
PH��´-D]]�LV�LPSRUWDQW�µ

7KHUH·V� D� GHFHQW� DUJXPHQW� WR� EH� PDGH� WKDW�
WKH�HDVH�DQG�IUHHGRP�RI�FKRLFH�DIIRUGHG�WR�XV�E\�WKH�
,QWHUQHW�LV�FRXQWHU�HGXFDWLRQDO�PXVLFDOO\��EHFDXVH�LW�
DOORZV�\RX�WR�YHU\�TXLFNO\�LGHQWLI\�WKH�OLPLWV�RI�\RXU�
FRPIRUW�]RQH�DQG�ÀOO� LWV� LQWHULRU�ZLWK� OLVWV�RI� ODUJHO\�
LQWHUFKDQJHDEOH�EDQGV��,�WKLQN�WKDW·V�D�F\QLFDO�WDNH³
P\� SHUVRQDO� UHVHDUFK� KDV� FHUWDLQO\� LQWURGXFHG� PH�
bands (like Can) that have taken real effort to appre-
FLDWH³EXW� WKHUH� FDQ� EH� QR� GHQ\LQJ� WKDW� WKH� VKHHU�
DPRXQW�RI�LQIRUPDWLRQ�RQH�LV�FRQIURQWHG�ZLWK�RQOLQH�
HQFRXUDJHV� WKH� NLQG� RI� LQTXLU\� FHQWHUHG� DURXQG� D�
SDUWLFXODU� perspective�� � $� VWDQGDUG� LQ� PXVLF� FDQ� EH�
RUJDQL]HG�� DQDO\]HG�� FULWLFL]HG�� $QG� EHFDXVH� WKH�
,QWHUQHW�PDNHV�HDFK�SHUVSHFWLYH�LQÀQLWHO\�LQYHVWLJD-
EOH��LW�FDQ�PDVN�KRZ�QDUURZ�\RXU�YLVLRQ�UHDOO\�LV��XQWLO�
\RX·UH�DW� D�SODFH�ZKHUH�\RX�DFWXDOO\� �WKRXJK�XQFRQ-
VFLRXVO\�� EHOLHYH� WKDW� ZKDW� \RX� UHDG� RQ� 3LWFKIRUN� LV�
WKH�ZRUOG�FRQVHQVXV��:.&5·V�SRLQW�LV�WKDW�HQJDJLQJ�
ZLWK� D� SOXUDOLW\� RI� SHUVSHFWLYHV� LV� WKH� IXOOHVW�ZD\� WR�
H[SHULHQFH�PXVLF��ZKLOH�XQIDPLOLDU�SHUVSHFWLYHV�WDNH�
VRPH� VWXG\� WR� DSSUHFLDWH�� DQ\� JHQUH� LV� LQWULQVLFDOO\�
worth studying.

6RSKLH�DQG�,�DJUHHG�WKDW�WKH�H[SHULHQFH�ZH·YH�
KDG�DV�SURJUDPPHUV�KDV�EHHQ�GRPLQDQWO\�HGXFDWLRQ-
DO��1HLWKHU�RI�XV�OLVWHQHG�WR�PXFK�MD]]�EHIRUH�FRPLQJ�
WR�VFKRRO��2WKHU�WKDQ�.LQG�RI�%OXH��HYHU\WKLQJ�,�SOD\�
RQ� WKH� UDGLR� LV�PXVLF� ,·YH�EHHQ� LQWURGXFHG� WR� LQ� WKH�
SDVW�\HDU�DQG�D�KDOI��WDONLQJ�WR�OLVWHQHUV�RQ�WKH�SKRQH��
,·P� RIWHQ� DFXWHO\� DZDUH� WKDW� P\� DXGLHQFH� NQRZV�
PXFK�PRUH� DERXW� MD]]� WKDQ� ,� GR�� ,� GRQ·W� H[SHFW� ,·P�
DEOH� WR� WHDFK� D� ·.&5� OLVWHQHU�PXFK� DERXW� DQ\WKLQJ��
VR�,·YH�DOZD\V�DSSURDFKHG�P\�VKRZ�DV�D�FKDQFH�WR�GLJ�
WKURXJK�WKH�OLEUDU\�IRU�D�IHZ�QHZ�UHFRUGV�,�KDYH�JRRG�
UHDVRQ�WR�EHOLHYH�DUH�FRRO�

though i’ll always hunger for the style-points 
DQG�FXOWXUDO�HQWLWOHPHQW�RI�\HVWHU\HDU·V�FROOHJH�'-��,�
KDYH� WR� DGPLW� WKHUH·V� VRPHWKLQJ� GHFHQW� DQG�PRGHVW�
about the arrangement between me and my listeners 
RQ�·.&5�WKDW�VWULNHV�PH�DV�D�SXUHU�H[SUHVVLRQ�UDGLR�
WKDQ�WKH�´VRFLDOO\�VLJQLÀFDQW�'-µ�RI�������

there’s no pretense that i’m any kind of 
DXWKRULW\�� RU� WKDW� WKH� OLVWHQHUV� QHHG� WR� FRPH� WR� PH�
IRU� WKH� HVRWHULF� PXVLF� WKH\� ZDQW� WR� KHDU³LI� WKDW·V�
ZKDW�P\�DXGLHQFH�ZDQWHG��WKH\·G�EH�EHWWHU�VHUYHG�E\�
*RRJOH��:LWKRXW�WKRVH�FRHUFLYH�HOHPHQWV��WKH�OLVWHQ-
HUV�ZKR�VWLFN�DURXQG�GR�VR��SUHVXPDEO\��EHFDXVH�WKH\�
SUHIHU�VKDULQJ�PXVLFDO�H[SHULHQFHV�ZLWK�RWKHU�KXPDQ�
EHLQJV��$IWHU� WKH\� KHDU� D� ÁXJHOKRUQ� OLQH� WKDW� UHDOO\�
DIIHFWV� WKHP�� WKH\� ZDQW� VRPHRQH� WR� FDOO�� VRPHRQH�
WKH\�FDQ�WHOO��´7KDQN�\RX�VR�PXFK�IRU�SOD\LQJ�WKLV�µ�

Without WkCr, no one 
would have taken the 

time to tell me, 
´-D]]�LV�LPSRUWDQW�µ
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MEASURE FOR MEASURE

Who, if I cried out, would hear me among the angels’ hierarchies?
and even if one of them pressed me suddenly against his heart:
I would be consumed in that overwhelming existence.
For beauty is nothing but the beginning of terror, which we are still just able to endure,
and we are so awed because it serenely disdains to annihilate us.
Every angel is terrifying.
And so I hold myself back and swallow the call-note of my dark sobbing.
Ah, whom can we ever turn to in our need?
Not angels, not humans, and already the knowing animals are aware
that we are not really at home in our interpreted world.
Perhaps there remains for us some tree on a hillside, which every day we can take into our vision;
there remains for us yesterday’s street and the loyalty of a habit so much at ease
when it stayed with us that it moved in and never left.
2K�DQG�QLJKW��WKHUH�LV�QLJKW��ZKHQ�D�ZLQG�IXOO�RI�LQÀQLWH�VSDFH�JQDZV�DW�RXU�IDFHV�
:KRP�ZRXOG�LW�QRW�UHPDLQ�IRU³WKDW�ORQJHG�DIWHU��PLOGO\�GLVLOOXVLRQLQJ�SUHVHQFH�
which the solitary heart so painfully meets.
,V�LW�DQ\�OHVV�GLIÀFXOW�IRU�ORYHUV"
But they keep on using each other to hide their own fate.
Don’t you know yet? 
Fling the emptiness out of your arms into the spaces we breathe;
SHUKDSV�WKH�ELUGV�ZLOO�IHHO�WKH�H[SDQGHG�DLU�ZLWK�PRUH�SDVVLRQDWH�Á\LQJ�

<HV³WKH�VSULQJWLPHV�QHHGHG�\RX��2IWHQ�D�VWDU�ZDV�ZDLWLQJ�IRU�\RX�WR�QRWLFH�LW�
A wave rolled toward you out of the distant past, 

or as you walked under an open window, a violin yielded itself to your hearing.
All this was mission. But could you accomplish it?
Weren’t you always distracted by expectation, as if every event announced a beloved?
�:KHUH�FDQ�\RX�ÀQG�D�SODFH�WR�NHHS�KHU��ZLWK�DOO�WKH�KXJH�VWUDQJH�WKRXJKWV�LQVLGH�\RX
going and coming and often staying all night.)
But when you feel longing, sing of women in love; for their famous passion is still not immortal.
Sing of women abandoned and desolate (you envy them, almost)
ZKR�FRXOG�ORYH�VR�PXFK�PRUH�SXUHO\�WKDQ�WKRVH�ZKR�ZHUH�JUDWLÀHG�
Begin again and again the never-attainable praising; remember: the hero lives on; 
HYHQ�KLV�GRZQIDOO�ZDV�PHUHO\�D�SUHWH[W�IRU�DFKLHYLQJ�KLV�ÀQDO�ELUWK�
But Nature, spent and exhausted, takes lovers back into herself,
as if there were not enough strength to create them a second time.
Have you imagined Gaspara Stampa intensely enough 
VR�WKDW�DQ\�JLUO�GHVHUWHG�E\�KHU�EHORYHG�PLJKW�EH�LQVSLUHG�E\�WKDW�ÀHUFH�H[DPSOH�RI�VRDULQJ�
objectless love and might say to herself, “Perhaps I can be like her?”
6KRXOGQ·W�WKLV�PRVW�DQFLHQW�RI�VXIIHULQJV�ÀQDOO\�JURZ�PRUH�IUXLWIXO�IRU�XV"

Isn’t it time that we lovingly freed ourselves from the beloved and,
quivering, endured: as the arrow endures the bowstring’s tension,
so that gathered in the snap of release it can be more than itself.
For there is no place where we can remain.

Voices. Voices. Listen, my heart, as only saints have listened: 

until the gigantic call lifted them off the ground;
yet they kept on, impossibly, kneeling and didn’t notice at all: so complete was their listening.
1RW�WKDW�\RX�FRXOG�HQGXUH�*RG·V�YRLFH³IDU�IURP�LW�
But listen to the voice of the wind and the ceaseless message that forms itself out of silence.
It is murmuring toward you now from those who died young.
Didn’t their fate, whenever you stepped into a church in Naples or Rome,
quietly come to address you?
Or high up, some eulogy entrusted you with a mission,
as, last year, on the plaque in Santa Maria Formosa.
:KDW�WKH\�ZDQW�RI�PH�LV�WKDW�,�JHQWO\�UHPRYH�WKH�DSSHDUDQFH�RI�LQMXVWLFH�DERXW�WKHLU�GHDWK³
which at times slightly hinders their souls from proceeding onward.

Of course, it is strange to inhabit the earth no longer,

to give up customs one barely had time to learn,
not to see roses and other promising Things in terms of a human future;
QR�ORQJHU�WR�EH�ZKDW�RQH�ZDV�LQ�LQÀQLWHO\�DQ[LRXV�KDQGV�
WR�OHDYH�HYHQ�RQH·V�RZQ�ÀUVW�QDPH�EHKLQG�
forgetting it as easily as a child abandons a broken toy.
Strange to no longer desire one’s desires.
6WUDQJH�WR�VHH�PHDQLQJV�WKDW�FOXQJ�WRJHWKHU�RQFH��ÁRDWLQJ�DZD\�LQ�HYHU\�GLUHFWLRQ�
And being dead is hard work and full of retrieval before one can gradually feel a trace of eternity.
Though the living are wrong to believe in the too-sharp distinctions which
they themselves have created.
Angels (they say) don’t know whether it is the living they are moving among, or the dead.
The eternal torrent whirls all ages along in it, through both realms forever, 
and their voices are drowned out in its thunderous roar.

In the end, those who were carried off early no longer need us:

they are weaned from earth’s sorrows and joys,
as gently as children outgrow the soft breasts of their mothers.
But we, who do need such great mysteries,
ZH�IRU�ZKRP�JULHI�LV�VR�RIWHQ�WKH�VRXUFH�RI�RXU�VSLULW·V�JURZWK³�
could we exist without them?
Is the legend meaningless that tells how, in the lament for Linus,
WKH�GDULQJ�ÀUVW�QRWHV�RI�VRQJ�SLHUFHG�WKURXJK�WKH�EDUUHQ�QXPEQHVV�
and then in the startled space which a youth as lovely as a god has suddenly left forever, 
WKH�9RLG�IHOW�IRU�WKH�ÀUVW�WLPH�WKDW�KDUPRQ\�ZKLFK�QRZ�HQUDSWXUHV�DQG�FRPIRUWV�DQG�KHOSV�XV�

the first elegy, from the Duino Elegies
by rainer maria rilke
translated from the german by torsten odland
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Monkey Business
On the latest from Columbia Business School Publishing
BY CONOR SKELDING

B O O K  R E V I E W

Business Secrets of the Trappist Monks: One 

CEO’s Quest for Meaning and Authenticity

August Turak

Columbia Business School Publishing, 200 pages

August turak’s book is belied by both halves of 
its title—on the one hand, Business Secrets of the 

Trappist Monks��ZKLFK�LV�QR�GRXEW�GHOLEHUDWHO\�HYRFD-
WLYH�RI�'DQ�%URZQ��RQ�WKH�RWKHU��One CEO’s Quest for 
Meaning and Authenticity�� ZKLFK�� QHHGOHVV� WR� VD\��
put the undergraduate ass in me on guard. And so, i 
RUGHUHG�D�UHYLHZ�FRS\��UHDG\��MXGJLQJ�WKH�ERRN�E\�LWV�
FRYHU��WR�KDFN�WKH�WKLQJ�WR�SLHFHV�

turak draws on time he spent over 
19 years living and working as a trappist 
PRQN�DW�0HSNLQ�$EEH\��DQG�H[SODLQV�KRZ�
KH�DSSOLHG�WKH�SULQFLSOHV�KH�OHDUQHG�WKHUH�
WR� KLV� WZR� VXFFHVVIXO� EXVLQHVV� YHQWXUHV��
7XUDN��FLWLQJ�SHUVRQDO�´FDVHV�WKDW�ZRXOG�
QHYHU�VKRZ�XS�LQ�D�EXVLQHVV�VFKRRO�FODVV�µ�
DLPV� WR� QRW� MXVW� KHOS� WKH� UHDGHU� H[FHO� LQ�
the boardroom, but “enjoy a more mean-
ingful and satisfying personal life.”

the trappist motto is ora et lab-
ora³SUD\HU� DQG�ZRUN��ZRUN� DV� D� IRUP�RI� SUD\HU� DQG�
prayer as a form of work. turak’V� ERRN�� ÀWWLQJO\��
features laudatory blurbs by professors from both 
:KDUWRQ�DQG�WKH�'XNH�'LYLQLW\�6FKRRO�

(n.B. if you’re going to read this book, you 
will have to willingly suspend your knee-jerk irony, 
DQG� WDNH� ZRUGV� OLNH� ´DXWKHQWLFµ� DQG� ´JHQXLQHµ� DV�
intended.)

You have been warned: turak writes, “[t]he 
VLJQLÀFDQW�GLYLGHQGV�WKDW�WKLV�TXDQWLWDWLYH�DSSURDFK�
KDV�SURGXFHG�KDYH�RIWHQ�FRPH�DW� WKH�H[SHQVH�RI� WKH�
PRUH�TXDOLWDWLYH�DVSHFWV�RI�EXVLQHVV³WKLQJV�OLNH�PLV-
VLRQ�� SXUSRVH�� YDOXHV�� SULQFLSOHV�� LQWHJULW\�� HWKLFV��
VHUYLFH��DQG�SHRSOH��ZKLFK��WKH�PRQNV�ZRXOG�DUJXH��
DUH�HYHQ�PRUH�FULWLFDO�WR�VXFFHVV�µ

%DVLFDOO\��SXW��TXDOLW\�RYHU�TXDQWLW\�DQG�SHRSOH�
RYHU�VKRUW�WHUP�SURÀWV��LQ�WKH�ORQJ�UXQ��WKDW’ll nour-
ish both your bottom line and your soul. there are 
WZR�VLGHV�WR�ZK\�WKLV�ZLOO�ZRUN��DFFRUGLQJ�WR�7XUDN��

7KH�ÀUVW�SDUW�LV�SUDFWLFDO��SHRSOH�ZLOO�WUXVW�\RX��HWF���
WKH� VHFRQG� LV� WUDQVFHQGHQW�� EDVLFDOO\�� NDUPD� H[LVWV��
DQG�ZKDW�JRHV�DURXQG�FRPHV�DURXQG�

+H� JLYHV� WKLV� H[DPSOH�� 7XUDN� KDV� WXUQHG�
DURXQG� D� IDLOLQJ� VDOHV� GHSDUWPHQW� DW� D� GRW�FRP� HUD�
VRIWZDUH�GLVWULEXWRU��$W�D�FRPSDQ\�SDUW\��D�WLSV\�SUR-
grammer asks him just how he did it. “He wanted a 
WHFKQLTXH��DQG�DOO�,�KDG�WR�RIIHU�ZDV�D�ZD\�RI�OLIH��7KH�
‘VHFUHW’ was that, just like the monks, through lots of 
mostly little things, i had tapped into the universal 
human longing for transformation.”

,PSRUWDQWO\��7XUDN�´GHÀQHV�KLPVHOI�DV�D�VSLUL-
tual man who happens to be good at business, rather 

than a businessman who happens to have 
an interest in the spiritual.” When he had 
WKH�FKDQFH�WR�JR�IXOO�WLPH�ZLWK�WKH�VSLUL-
WXDO�VHDUFK�WKDW�KH·G�EHJXQ�DW����ZLWK�KLV�
=HQ�WHDFKHU��KH�GLG����,Q�������KH�UHWLUHG�
IURP�EXVLQHVV� DQG� FRQWLQXHG� WR� OHDG� WKH�
6HOI� .QRZOHGJH� 6\PSRVLXP�� D� VHFXODU�
JURXS� RI� FROOHJH� VWXGHQWV� WKDW� KH� EHJDQ�
in 1989 devoted to reading about and dis-
FXVVLQJ� WKH�JRRG� OLIH��� ,W·V�XQFOHDU�� WKHQ��
what this book offers the businessman 

ZKR�KDSSHQV� WR�KDYH�D�GHFLGHGO\� VHFRQGDU\� LQWHUHVW�
in the spiritual.

part memoir, part philosophy primer, and part 
FDVH�VWXG\��Business Secrets breaks no new ground lit-
HUDULO\�RU�SKLORVRSKLFDOO\��%XW�LW�LVQ’t meant to: rather, 
it’V� ´D� KLJKO\� SHUVRQDO�� QXWV�DQG�EROWV� DFFRXQWµ� RI�
KRZ� 7XUDN� VXFFHHGHG� DW� EXVLQHVV� QRW� RQO\� ZLWKRXW�
ORVLQJ� KLV� KXPDQLW\�� EXW� ZKLOH� ÀQGLQJ� PHDQLQJ� LQ�
business (and not in spite of it). the book is intended 
WR�FRQYH\�FRQYHUVDWLRQDOO\�VHULRXV�LGHDV�WR�WKH�EXVL-
QHVVPDQ���&ROXPELD�%XVLQHVV�6FKRRO�3XEOLVKLQJ�KDV�
FHUWDLQO\�SULFHG�LW�IRU�WKH�EXVLQHVVPDQ��DW���������

turak seeks to marry idealism and pragma-
WLVP���+LV�LV�D�EROGO\�SUHVFULSWLYH�ERRN��PRUDO�UHODWLY-
LVWV�RI�ERWK�WKH�SRVWPRGHUQLVW�DQG�FRUSRUDWH�YDULHW\�
DUH�JRLQJ�WR�FKDIH�DW�LW�

(YHQ�LI� LW�VHHPV�GRXEWIXO�WKDW�EXVLQHVV�FDQ�EH�
DV�FLYLO�DQG�KXPDQH�DV�7XUDN�WKLQNV��WKH�UHDGHU�KRSHV�
he is right.�

Don’t Rock the Boat
Kayaking one of America’s dirtiest canals
BY WILL HOLT

K AYA K I N G  A L S O  B E G I N S  W I T H  A  “K ”

iQVRIDU� DV� \RX� FDQ� JHW� SDVW� WKH� QDXVHDWLQJ� VPHOO�
of raw sewage, oil, and god knows what else, 

%URRNO\Q·V� *RZDQXV� &DQDO� PDNHV� IRU� DQ� H[FHOOHQW�
SODFH�WR�FDQRH��

during one of the hottest weeks in July, i asked 
a good friend of mine whether she had any interest 
in joining me on one of the most polluted waterways 
LQ� $PHULFD�� $V� ,� PLJKW� KDYH� H[SHFWHG� DIWHU� \HDUV�
of throwing herself into all kinds of dumb shit, her 
response was brief and to the point: “i’m down.”

We met at penn Station just a few minutes after 
QRRQ��WUDQVIHUUHG�IURP�WKH�$�WR�WKH�)��DQG�FRQWLQXHG�
on to Carroll Street in Brooklyn.

H
(YHQ�WKH�PRVW�FXUVRU\�VHDUFK�ZLOO�SURYLGH�SOHQ-

ty of rumors about the gowanus Canal as a longtime 
0DÀD�GXPSLQJ�JURXQG��VRPHZKHUH�WR�GLVSRVH�RI�WKH�
ERGLHV�DIWHU�LQFLGHQWV�WKDW�´FRXOGQ·W�EH�KHOSHGµ³DQG��
disturbingly enough, there’s some truth to this. 

,Q�$SULO�������WKH�ERG\�RI�D����\HDU�ROG�UDFN-
eteer named tony gubitosi was pulled from the 
FDQDO��ERXQG�DQG�JDUURWWHG��)LIWHHQ�\HDUV�ODWHU�DQG�D�
IXOO�WZR�PRQWKV�DIWHU�KLV�GLVDSSHDUDQFH��ORFDO�*UDLQ�
+ROGHUV�8QLRQ� 3UHVLGHQW� -RKQ�)ODKHUW\�ZDV� GLVFRY-
HUHG�IDFH�GRZQ�LQ�WKH�ZDWHU��

7KHUH�PLJKW�ZHOO�EH�PRUH�UHFHQW�FRUSVHV�VXQN�
EHORZ� WKH� ZDWHU·V� PXUN\� VXUIDFH�� EXW� QR� RQH·V� LQ� D�
KXUU\� WR�JR�GLYLQJ� IRU� WKHP��$FFRUGLQJ� WR� WKH�(3$��
the gowanus Canal is “one of the nation’s most 
H[WHQVLYHO\�FRQWDPLQDWHG�ZDWHU�ERGLHV�µ�D�FRQGXLW�IRU�
VHZDJH�RXWÁRZV�� VWRUP�ZDWHU� UXQRII�� DQG� LQGXVWULDO�
pollutants from the various plants, mills, and tanner-
ies that line its garbage-strewn shores.

7R�FDQRH�RU�ND\DN�WKLV�H[WHQVLYH�FULPH�DJDLQVW�
nature sounds like the idea of someone who’s been 
GULQNLQJ�SDLQW�WKLQQHU��EXW�WKH�SURVSHFW�LV�QR�GRXEW�
DQ� LQWHUHVWLQJ�RQH��$VLGH� IURP� WKH� UDUHÀHG�YLHZV�RI�
%URRNO\Q·V�PRVW�GHFUHSLW� DQG� LQGXVWULDO� VN\OLQH�DQG�
bridges, there’s a sense of trespassing out on the 
ZDWHU�� RI� EHLQJ� VRPHZKHUH� WKDW� VKRXOG� EH� VWULFWO\�
off-limits.

6LQFH� ������ D� YROXQWHHU� RUJDQL]DWLRQ� FDOOHG�
the gowanus dredgers Canoe Club has provided 

IUHH� ZDWHUIURQW� DFFHVV� IURP� D� IHZ� FRQYHQLHQW� VSRWV�
DORQJ�WKH�FDQDO�WR�GUDZ�DWWHQWLRQ�WR�WKH�QHFHVVLW\�RI�
D�ZKROHVDOH�FOHDQLQJ�HIIRUW��2Q�FOHDU��ZDUP�ZHDWKHU�
6DWXUGD\V�EHWZHHQ���DQG���S�P���\RX�FDQ�ERUURZ�RQH�
RI�WKHLU�FDQRHV�IURP�D�VPDOO�GRFN�DW������nd Street in 
Brooklyn and take it out on the water.

H
:H�ZDLWHG�IRU�RYHU�DQ�KRXU�EHIRUH�DQ\RQH�FDPH�

by to open the shed that holds the boats. needless to 
say, we had plenty of time to take in the sights and 
VPHOOV�RI�WKH�FDQDO�DQG�WR�TXHVWLRQ�RXU�MXGJPHQW�RQ�
the matter.

the water—a ghostly, greenish white—gave off 
DQ� RGRU� WKDW� FDQ� RQO\� EH� GHVFULEHG� DV� D�PL[WXUH� RI�
fresh sewage, hot tar, and overpowering ammonia. 
the thought of dipping even the tip of a shoe into the 
FDQDO�LV�LQFRQFHLYDEOH�

Around 2:15, a volunteer arrived with the keys. 
,Q�VRPH�NLQG�RI�(XURSHDQ�DFFHQW�WKDW�,�FRXOGQ·W�TXLWH�
SODFH��KH�DVNHG�ZKHWKHU�ZH·G�EHHQ�ZDLWLQJ�ORQJ��:H�
shrugged. leading us into the shed, he asked us to 
sign two-page waiver and handed over a simple map 
RI�WKH�FDQDO�

“the waiver’s for—y’know...”
While i was bent over the multiple release 

forms with a pen, the volunteer brought my friend 
over to a nearby tree to show her a bird’s nest. the 
ZKROH� VFHQH� IHOW� OLNH�ZH�ZHUH�SLFNLQJ�RXW�ÁRZHUV�RU�
VRPH�RWKHU�GRPHVWLF�DGRUQPHQW��$V�,�VNLPPHG�SDUD-
JUDSK�DIWHU�SDUDJUDSK�RI�LQFRPSUHKHQVLEOH�OHJDOHVH��
WKH� JX\� NHSW� WHOOLQJ� ERWK� RI� XV� WR� ´FKHFN� RXW� WKH�
EDELHVµ�DQG�´EH�FDUHIXO�RI�WKH�PRWKHU�ELUG�µ

finally, after a few more minutes of aimless, 
RIIEHDW� FRQYHUVDWLRQ�ZLWK� WKH� JX\�� ZH�ZHUH� KDXOLQJ�
out the boat and sliding it into the water.

´,I� \RX·UH� GRLQJ� D� VFLHQFH� SURMHFW� RQ� WKH� SRO-
lution, you might want to head north,” the volunteer 
LQIRUPHG� XV� DV� ZH� KXQNHUHG� GRZQ� LQ� WKH� FDQRH��
“very dirty there.”

´:H·UH� QRW� GRLQJ� D� VFLHQFH� SURMHFW�µ� VDLG�P\�
friend. “look, we just want to get some good views.”

“oh, just go the other way.” He gestured in the 
GLUHFWLRQ� RI� *RZDQXV� %D\�� RXW� RI� VLJKW� EH\RQG� WKH�

Illustration by Anne Scotti
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Neighborhood Watch
The blandification of Morningside Heights continues unabated
BY DANIEL STONE

M O R E  T H A N  T W O  C H A I N S

iQ� WKH� IDOO� RI� ������ DQ� DUWLFOH� DSSHDUHG� LQ� WKHVH�
SDJHV� GRFXPHQWLQJ� WKH� ULVH� RI� FKDLQ� VWRUHV� LQ�

morningside Heights (“the Chain gang,” november 
�������6PDOO�LQGHSHQGHQW�EXVLQHVVHV�WKDW�OHQW�FKDU-
DFWHU� WR� WKH� FRPPXQLW\� ZHUH� JLYLQJ� ZD\� WR� ´FKDLQ�
RXWOHWV� WKDW� \RX�PLJKW� ÀQG� LQ�1ROLWD� RU�1HZ� -HUVH\��
6WDWHQ�,VODQG�RU�6DQ�)UDQFLVFR�µ�7KH�QHZ�EXVLQHVVHV��
ZKLFK�FRXOG�DIIRUG�KLJKHU�UHQWV��UHÁHFWHG�WKH�JURZWK�
RI� DQ� LQFUHDVLQJO\� DIÁXHQW� FRPPXQLW\�� &RQWLQXHG�
H[LVWHQFH�RI�WKH�ROG�LQGHSHQGHQW�EXVLQHVVHV�GHSHQG-
ed on goodwill from landlords, namely Columbia, 
DQG�ZDV�XOWLPDWHO\�XQFHUWDLQ�

)LYH�\HDUV�ODWHU��WKH�WUHQG�FRQWLQXHV�XQDEDWHG��
-XVW� WKLV� -XO\�� WKH� VWRUHIURQW� SUHYLRXVO\� RFFXSLHG� E\�
3	:�6DQGZLFK�6KRS��MXVW�VRXWK�IURP�WKH�+XQJDULDQ�
3DVWU\� 6KRS� RQ� $PVWHUGDP� $YHQXH�� ZDV� ÀOOHG� E\�
insomnia Cookies.

7KH� YHU\� ORFDWLRQ� RI� ,QVRPQLD�� ZKLFK� LV� SDUW�
RI� D� WKLUW\�SOXV�VWRUH� QDWLRQDO� FKDLQ�� DFFHQWXDWHV�
WKH� FRQWUDVW� EHWZHHQ� WKH� ROG� DQG� QHZ�� 7KH� VWUHWFK�
of Amsterdam from 111th Street south has very few 
FKDLQ� VWRUHV�� DQG� KDV� FKDQJHG� YHU\� OLWWOH� RYHU� WKH�
SDVW� GHFDGH�� %XW� PRVW� VWULNLQJ� LV� WKH� MX[WDSRVLWLRQ�
EHWZHHQ� WKH� QHZ� VKRS� DQG� LWV� QH[W�GRRU� QHLJKERUV��
9	7�3L]]D�DQG�+XQJDULDQ³VRPH�RI�WKH�ROGHVW�HVWDE-
lishments in morningside Heights.

Hungarian even deals in the same goods as 
insomnia. Certainly, their business models dif-
IHU�� ,QVRPQLD� EULQJV� FRRNLHV� WR� FROOHJH� VWXGHQWV� DW�
DEVXUGO\� ODWH� KRXUV�� ZKLOH� +XQJDULDQ� LV� D� FDIp�� $V�
Hungarian’s owner philip Binioris put it when asked, 
´WKH\� GRQ·W� VHUYH� FRIIHH�� WKH\� GRQ·W� VHUYH� WHD�� WKH\�
GRQ·W�KDYH�VHDWLQJ�µ�1RQHWKHOHVV��D�FRUSRUDWH�FRRNLH�
FKDLQ�QRZ�DEXWV�DQ�LQGHSHQGHQW�SDVWU\�VKRS�

Along Broadway, the newly opened stores 
KDYH� SUHGRPLQDQWO\� EHHQ� FKDLQ� EUDQFKHV�� ,Q� ������
D�&UXPEV� FXSFDNH� VKRS�RSHQHG�RQ����th Street, in 
WKH�VSDFH�RI�WKH�ROG�6XE�&RQVFLRXV��)LYH�*X\V��ZKLFK�
RZQV� PRUH� WKDQ� ����� VWRUHV� QDWLRQZLGH�� UHSODFHG�
both Jas mart and the stationery store that had for 
GHFDGHV�RFFXSLHG�D�VWRUHIURQW�RQ�%URDGZD\�EHWZHHQ�
���th and 111th� VWUHHWV�� 0HO·V� %XUJHU� %DU�� ZKLFK�
RSHQHG� LQ� ������ LV� RZQHG� E\� WKH� SHRSOH� EHKLQG�

*RRGEXUJHU�DQG�3DWV\·V�SL]]D��$PLJRV��WKH�0H[LFDQ�
UHVWDXUDQW�WKDW�UHFHQWO\�UHSODFHG�,O�&LEUHR��LV�RZQHG�
by “the restaurant group.” the restaurant group 
also owned il Cibreo, and runs several restaurants 
DQG�VPDOO�FKDLQV��

(YHU�LQFUHDVLQJ� UHQWV� FRQWLQXH� WR� SUHVVXUH�
H[LVWLQJ� EXVLQHVVHV� WR� UDLVH� WKHLU� SULFHV� DQG� OLPLW�
ZKR� FDQ� RSHQ� VWRUHV��%XVLQHVVHV� KDYH� VRPH� FRQWURO�
RYHU�PRVW�RI� WKHLU� H[SHQVHV��EXW� UHQW� LV� DQ�XQDYRLG-
DEOH� À[HG� FRVW�� &ROXPELD�� ZKLFK� RZQV�PXFK� RI� WKH�
storefront property along Broadway, doesn’t have 
D� SDUWLFXODUO\� EDG� UHSXWDWLRQ� DV� D� ODQGORUG�� &DWK\�
+DZNLQV��FR�RZQHU�RI�/LEHUW\�+RXVH�RQ����th Street 
and Broadway, whose landlord is Columbia, even says 
that the university “has been very supportive” and 
that she “feel[s] that they want [her] there.”

frank pappas, proprietor of flowers by valli 
on 112th Street and Broadway for forty years, says 
different.  flower by valli is in a Columbia build-
ing, and pappas has found that when rent goes up, 
´&ROXPELD�VD\V�¶7RR�EDG��ZKDW�FDQ�ZH�GR"�7KLV�LV�WKH�
going rate.’” And eventually, as Justin faye, manager 
of ivy league Stationers, observed, “You get to a 
point where the rent is just high.” Higher operating 
H[SHQVHV�SUHVVXUH�VWRUHV�LQWR�UDLVLQJ�SULFHV�

Columbia’V�RZQ�OLQH�RQ�WKH�WRSLF�KDV�UHPDLQHG�
VWHDG\�� ,Q� SXEOLF� VWDWHPHQWV�� WKH� XQLYHUVLW\� KDV�
UHSHDWHGO\� H[SUHVVHG� D� SUHIHUHQFH� WRZDUG� VHOHFW-
LQJ� FRPPHUFLDO� WHQDQWV� IRU� ORFDO� DQG� LQGHSHQGHQW�
RZQHUVKLS� DQG� DQ� HIIRUW� WR� UHÁHFW� WKH� FRPPXQLW\·V�
QHHGV��%XW�DQRWKHU�VLGH�RI�WKH�SDUW\�OLQH�LV�MXVW�ZKLFK�
FRPPXQLW\·V�QHHGV�WKH�XQLYHUVLW\�LV�FRQVLGHULQJ��$V�
Binioris observed, “it’V�QRW�MXVW�WKH�GHPRJUDSKLF��LW’s 
WKH�GHPRJUDSKLF�WKH\�ZDQW�WR�FDWHU�WR�µ�

indeed, few of the new businesses that have 
RSHQHG� UHFHQWO\� DUH� NQRZQ� IRU� WKHLU� DIIRUGDELOLW\��
ruth eisenberg is a member of the neighborhood 
group Coalition to preserve Community (CpC), 
ZKLFK� KDV� RSSRVHG� &ROXPELD·V� 0DQKDWWDQYLOOH�
H[SDQVLRQ�RYHU� WKH�SDVW�GHFDGH��6KH� YRLFHG�D� VXVSL-
FLRQ�WKDW�UHFHQW�\HDUV·�LQFUHDVH�LQ�0RUQLQJVLGH�IRRG�
FDUWV�LV�GXH�WR�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�´WKHUH�DUH�ORWV�RI�VWXGHQWV�
ZKR�FDQ·W�DIIRUG�WKH�IRRG�WKHPVHOYHV�µ

K AYA K I N G  A L S O  B E G I N S  W I T H  A  “K ”

PXOWLSOH� ZDUHKRXVHV� DQG� EDUEHG� ZLUH� IHQFHV�� ´<RX�
NQRZ��WKH�ZDWHU�JHWV�D�OLWWOH�FOHDQHU�DQG�\RX�FDQ�KHDG�
RXW�WKHUH�DURXQG�GXVN��%ULQJ�D�ERWWOH�RI�FKDPSDJQH�
DQG�ZDWFK�WKH�VXQVHW�µ

“maybe someday we’ll do that,” i said. “What 
GR�ZH�GR�ZLWK� WKH� FDQRH�ZKHQ�ZH·UH�GRQH"�$UH� \RX�
JRLQJ�WR�EH�KHUH�ZKHQ�ZH�JHW�EDFN"µ

“oh, i’ll be here for hours.”
H

1DPHG�IRU�*RZDQH��WKH�VDFKHP�RI�WKH�&DQDUVLH�
tribe of the lenape indians, the gowanus Canal is 
bordered by present-day park Slope, Cobble Hill, 
Carroll gardens, and red Hook—straddled by some 
RI�%URRNO\Q·V�PRVW�DIÁXHQW�QHLJKERUKRRGV�DV�ZHOO�DV�
its most industrial. 

8SRQ� WKHLU� LQLWLDO� SXUFKDVH� RI� WKH� ODQG� QHDU�
*RZDQXV�%D\� LQ�������'XWFK� VHWWOHUV� IRXQG� D� SULV-
tine tidal inlet surrounded by salt marshes and full 
RI� ÀVK� DQG� R\VWHUV�� )XOO�ÁHGJHG� FRPPHUFLDOL]DWLRQ�
EHJDQ� LQ� WKH� ODWH� ��WK� FHQWXU\�� ZKHQ� WKH� &RORQLDO�
$VVHPEO\� RI� 1HZ� <RUN� HQDFWHG� D� ODZ� WR� ZLGHQ� WKH�
FUHHN�� ÀOO� LQ� WKH� VXUURXQGLQJ� PDUVKHV�� DQG� FKDUJH�
sailors for their passage.

-XVW�RYHU�D�FHQWXU\�ODWHU��WKH�*RZDQXV�&DQDO�
KDG�EHFRPH�%URRNO\Q·V�ODUJHVW�FRDO�GLVWULEXWLRQ�FHQ-
WHU� DQG� VHUYHG� DV� D� ORFDO� QH[XV� IRU� RLO�� G\HV�� EULFNV�
DQG� VWRQH�� ,Q� ������ RQH� ORFDO�
EXVLQHVVPDQ�GHVFULEHG�WKH�FDQDO�
as “almost solid” with sewage 
and whatever else had found its 
way into the water.

After World War ii, the 
FRQVWUXFWLRQ� RI� WKH� *RZDQXV�
([SUHVVZD\�DQG�WKH�ULVH�RI�FRP-
PHUFLDO�WUXFNLQJ�OHG�WR�GZLQGOLQJ�
XVH� RI� WKH� FDQDO��2YHU� RQH� KXQ-
dred years of unbridled industry 
began to take an obvious toll, 
ZLWK�PDQ\�UHIHUULQJ�WR�WKH�FDQDO�
as Brooklyn’s “lavender lake” 
IRU�LWV�QR[LRXV�VKHHQ�

H
A few days after the out-

ing (thankfully), i read that the 
ZDWHU·V� JUHHQ� FRORU� LQ� VHYHUDO�
spots is the result of algae feed-
ing on human waste.

indeed, the water goes 
WKURXJK� VHYHUDO� FRORU� WUDQVIRU-
mations as you paddle down the 

FDQDO�� IURP� FORXG\�� WUHDWHG�ORRNLQJ� ZKLWH� WR� GHHS�
sewage-brown and eventually a dark, murky blue on 
SDU� ZLWK� WKH� (DVW� 5LYHU� RQFH� \RX·YH� PDGH� LW� WR� WKH�
gowanus Bay. 

With that kind of gradual improvement, you 
PLJKW� HYHQ� GHOXGH� \RXUVHOI� LQWR� WKLQNLQJ� WKH� FDQDO�
KDV� EHFRPH� FOHDQ� HQRXJK� WR� �MXVW� PD\EH�� GLS� \RXU�
hand in. However, a few lone egrets keeping ample 
GLVWDQFH�IURP�WKH�ZDWHU·V�HGJH�VHW�WKH�UHFRUG�VWUDLJKW�

2XW� LQ� WKH�ED\�� WKH� IDFWRULHV�� SODQWV�� DQG� WDQ-
neries gave way to low-slung warehouses and ship-
SLQJ�FRQWDLQHUV��7KH�VN\�RSHQHG�XS�LQ�D�ZD\�WKDW�\RX�
rarely see in Brooklyn.

$V�ZH�SDGGOHG�E\�D�FRXSOH�RI�PRRUHG�EDUJHV��D�
OLJKW�GUL]]OH� IHOO�DQG�ZH�GHFLGHG�WR�WXUQ�DURXQG��2Q�
WKH�ZD\�EDFN� WR� WKH� DFFHVV� SRLQW��ZH�SDVVHG� VHYHUDO�
FDQG\� ZUDSSHUV�� WDPSRQV�� D� FRXSOH� RI� ERRWV�� DQG� D�
FRQGRP�� :H� FLUFOHG� WKH� FRQGRP� WZLFH� EHIRUH� ZH�
ZHUH� FORVH� HQRXJK� WR� JHW� D� GHFHQW� SLFWXUH�� EHFDXVH�
ZH�QHHGHG�SURRI�RI�RXU�MRXUQH\�DORQJ�WKH�5LYHU�6W\[�

the volunteer was there to meet us when we 
UHWXUQHG�WR�WKH�GRFN�D�IHZ�PLQXWHV�ODWHU��$�EURZQ�UDW�
VFXUULHG�SDVW� DV�ZH�SXOOHG� WKH� FDQRH�XS�DQG�GLVHP-
EDUNHG��DQG�ZH�ZHUH�KDQGHG�ZHW�ZLSHV� WR�FOHDQ�RXU�
KDQGV� RI� WKH� FKHPLFDOV� DQG� VHZDJH� ZH·G� LQHYLWDEO\�
SLFNHG�XS�RQ�WKH�FDQDO��

Illustration by Angela Song
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M O R E  T H A N  T W O  C H A I N S

8QVXUSULVLQJO\�� DV� WKH� ÀUVW� EXLOGLQJ� RI� WKH�
QHZ� 0DQKDWWDQYLOOH� FDPSXV� LV� FRPSOHWHG�� WKH� DUHD�
EHWZHHQ� ���th and 125th� VWUHHWV� KDV� LQFUHDVLQJO\�
EHFRPH�SDUW�RI�&ROXPELD·V�VSKHUH��&KDLQ�VWRUHV�KDYH�
QRW�FRPH�WR�UHSODFH� WKH�VWRUHV�DORQJ�WKLV�VWUHWFK��VR�
PXFK�DV�HVWDEOLVKPHQWV�WKDW�FDWHU�WR�WKH�QHZ�\RXQJHU�
DQG�PRUH� DIÁXHQW� FURZG�� 2QH� VXFK� EXVLQHVV� LV� WKH�
noodle shop Jin ramen, on Broadway off 125th Street, 
ZKLFK�RSHQHG�LQ�HDUO\������

5LFKDUG� .DVKLGD�� FR�RZQHU� RI� WKH� UHVWDXUDQW�
WKDW�RQ�PDQ\�QLJKWV� LV� MDP�SDFNHG��EHOLHYHV� WKDW� -LQ�
ÀOOV�D�SUHYLRXVO\�H[LVWLQJ�YRLG�LQ�WKH�QHLJKERUKRRG·V�
IRRG� RIIHULQJV�� 7KHLU� GHFLVLRQ� WR� RSHQ� WKH� UDPHQ�
VKRS�ZDV�LGHDO�´EHFDXVH�RI�WKH�VWXGHQW�SRSXODWLRQ�µ�
DQG�EHFDXVH�LW�ZDV�´VRPHWKLQJ�WKDW�WKH�QHLJKERUKRRG�
GLGQ·W�KDYH�DFFHVV�WR�µ

“there’V�D�QHHG� IRU�FKDQJH�� ,� IHHO��DQG�ZH�DUH�
trying to bring better food to the neighborhood,” he 
VDLG��.DVKLGD� DOVR� FRQVLGHUV� WKH� QHZ�ZDYH� RI�ZKLFK�
he is a part an improvement to a previously danger-
RXV�DUHD��´,W·V�FKDQJLQJ�SUHWW\�TXLFNO\�µ�KH�REVHUYHG��
7RP�'H�0RWW��DQRWKHU�KLJKO\�DFWLYH�PHPEHU�RI�&3&�
DQG� ORQJWLPH� UHVLGHQW�� FKDONV� WKH� VKLIW� XS� WR� WKH�
QHZ� GHPRJUDSKLF�� ´7KH� QHZ� UHVWDXUDQWV� JHQHU-
DOO\� FDWHU� WR� \RXQJHU� SHRSOH� ZLWK� PRUH� GLVSRVDEOH�
LQFRPH��QRW�IDPLOLHV�µ�

&RQVWUXFWLRQ� LQ�0DQKDWWDQYLOOH�EHJDQ� LQ�
HDUQHVW�LQ�ODWH�������7RGD\��WKH�DSDUWPHQWV�DQG�
EXVLQHVVHV� WKDW� RFFXSLHG� WKH� FXUUHQW� FRQVWUXF-
tion site are long gone. in eisenberg’s view, “a 
FRPPXQLW\�ZDV�VKDWWHUHG�µ

)ORULGLWD�� WKH� RQO\� EXVLQHVV� GLVSODFHG� E\�
WKH�0DQKDWWDQYLOOH�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�WR�UHWXUQ��LV�WKH�
H[FHSWLRQ� WKDW� SURYHV� WKH� UXOH�� 7KH� UHVWDXUDQW��
ZKLFK�RQFH�VWRRG�DW�%URDGZD\�DQG����th Street, 
QRZ� RFFXSLHV� D� EXLOGLQJ� RQ� ��th Avenue and 
125th� 6WUHHW�� 7KH� ROG� ORFDWLRQ� ZDV� SULPH� UHDO�
HVWDWH�� WKH� QHZ� ORFDWLRQ� VLWV� QH[W� WR� D� KLJKZD\�
RQUDPS� DQG� GHPDQGV� FDUHIXO� DQG� GHOLEHUDWH�
VWUHHW� FURVVLQJ��2ZQHU� 5DPRQ�'LD]�� ZKR� FRQ-
VLGHUV� KLPVHOI� ´WKH� ODVW� RI� WKH�0RKLFDQV�µ� ÀQGV�
WKDW� WKH� QDWXUH� RI� KLV� EXVLQHVV� KDV� FRPSOHWHO\�
FKDQJHG�VLQFH�KH�UH�RSHQHG�HDUOLHU�WKLV�\HDU��

)ORULGLWD·V�FXVWRPHU�EDVH�ZDV�GHPROLVKHG�
DORQJ�ZLWK�LWV�EXLOGLQJ��'LD]�VD\V�WKDW�EHIRUH�KH�
FRXOG� GHSHQG� RQ� D� FRQVWDQW� VWUHDP�RI� EXVLQHVV�
IURP� ORFDO� ZRUNHUV�� WD[L� GULYHUV� ZKR� XVHG� WKH�
JDV� VWDWLRQ� DFURVV� WKH� VWUHHW�� DQG� WUXFN� GULYHUV�
who went to 12th�$YHQXH³´SHRSOH�ZKR�FRXOGQ·W�
DIIRUG�WR�VSHQG����GROODUV�RQ�OXQFK�DQG�ZHUH�LQ�

WRR� PXFK� RI� D� KXUU\�µ� 7RGD\�� ´LW·V� QRW� HYHQ� D� WHQWK�
of what it used to be.” even the many Columbia 
VWXGHQWV�ZKR�RQFH�ZHQW� WR�)ORULGLWD�GR�QRW�FRPH�DV�
WKH\�RQFH�GLG��7KH�UHVWDXUDQW�GURSSHG�RXW�RI�VWXGHQW�
FRQVFLRXVQHVV�LQ�WKH�WKLUW\�PRQWK�SHULRG�EHWZHHQ�LWV�
FORVXUH�DQG�UHRSHQLQJ�

7KH� PRYHPHQW� WR� RSSRVH� &ROXPELD·V� H[SDQ-
VLRQ�SODQV�KDV�LWVHOI�IXQGDPHQWDOO\�FKDQJHG�LQ�UHFHQW�
\HDUV�� 3UHVHUYDWLRQ� JURXSV� RQFH� KRSHG� &ROXPELD�
ZRXOG�ZRUN� DORQJVLGH� FRPPXQLW\�PHPEHUV� LQ� SORW-
WLQJ� WKH� H[SDQVLRQ�� WKDW� WKH� H[SDQVLRQ� ZRXOG� ZRUN�
DURXQG� H[LVWLQJ� VWUXFWXUHV��:KHQ�&ROXPELD� EHJDQ�
PRYLQJ� IRUZDUG� ZLWK� LWV� H[SDQVLRQ� SODQV�� ZKLFK�
FDOOHG� IRU� OHYHOLQJ�D�VZDWK�RI�VHYHUDO�EORFNV��RSSRVL-
WLRQ� FHQWHUHG�RQ� OLPLWLQJ� WKH�SK\VLFDO� LPSDFW�RI� WKH�
SURMHFW��7KDW�RSSRVLWLRQ�IDLOHG��(PLQHQW�GRPDLQ�ZDV�
LQYRNHG�WR�IRUFH�ODQG�RZQHUV�ZKR�LQLWLDOO\�UHIXVHG�WR�
VHOO� WR�&ROXPELD� WKHLU� ODQG�� DQG� FRQVWUXFWLRQ� FUHZV�
KDYH�UD]HG�ODUJH�SDUWV�RI�WKH�VLWH�

7KH�ÀUVW�&ROXPELD�EXLOGLQJ�LQ�0DQKDWWDQYLOOH��
WKH�-HURPH�*UHHQH�6FLHQFH�&HQWHU��LV�GXH�WR�RSHQ�LQ�
������ 6HYHQWHHQ� \HDUV� ODWHU�� E\� ZKLFK� WLPH� WRGD\·V�
LQFRPLQJ� IUHVKPHQ� ZLOO� EH� QHDUO\� LQ� WKHLU� IRUWLHV��
WKH�QHZ�JODVV�DQG�VWHHO�FDPSXV�VKRXOG�EH�FRPSOHWHG��
Already, the neighborhood to its south has markedly 
FKDQJHG��7KDW�FKDQJH�VKRZV�IHZ�VLJQV�RI�DEDWLQJ��

No Sugarcoating
A conversation with Ta-Nehisi Coates
BY CLAIRE SABEL

T H E  C O N V E R S AT I O N

The Blue and White: So you just wrapped up at mit 
right? What were you doing there?

7D�1HKLVL�&RDWHV��,�WDXJKW�D�FODVV�FDOOHG�´:ULWLQJ�DQG�
5HDGLQJ�WKH�(VVD\�µ�ÀUVW�VHPHVWHU��ZKLFK�ZDV�DERXW��
\RX� NQRZ��ZULWLQJ� >ODXJKV@�� DQG� VHFRQG� VHPHVWHU�
,� WDXJKW� WKH�DGYDQFHG�HVVD\�ZRUNVKRS��ZKLFK�ZDV�
just more writing.

B&W: Had you taught writing before? 

tnC: never.
 
B&W: So what was that like?
 
71&�� ,� ORYHG� LW�� $FWXDOO\� OHW� PH�
FKDQJH� WKDW� >SUHYLRXV� DQVZHU@�� ,�
KDG� ZRUNHG� LQ� WKLV� $PHULFRUSV�
program many many years ago, 
ZKHQ�,�ZDV�\RXQJ��OLNH���������6R�,�
KDG�WDXJKW�LQ�SULVRQV��1RUWRQ�FRU-
UHFWLRQDO� IDFLOLW\� ZLWK� VRPH� ROGHU�
FDWV�� ,�KDG�GRQH�ZRUNVKRSV� IRU�
KLJK� VFKRRO� NLGV�� DQG� WKDW�
ZDV� WKH� H[WHQW� RI� LW�� 6R�
QR�� QRW� OLNH� DFDGHPLD��
i liked it a lot. i mean, 
mit’s a little different, 
EHFDXVH� WKH\� ZHUH� UHDOO\�
really hardworking, they 
were tough. in writing people 
WDON� WRR�PXFK� DERXW� WDOHQW�� ,� WKLQN�
WDOHQW� LV� ZD\� IXFNLQJ� RYHUUDWHG�� ,� VKRXOG� VD\� LW� KDV�

almost nothing to do with learning. i mean, plenty 
RI� WDOHQWHG�ZULWHUV�GRQ·W� HYHU�EHFRPH�ZULWHUV�� DQG� ,�
WKLQN�WKDW�WRXJKQHVV�LV�PXFK�PXFK�PRUH�LPSRUWDQW��
and i had a lot of tough kids there, and it made the job 
a lot easier. You know i had it easy, i really did.
 
B&W��,V�LW�ZHLUG�WR�EH�EDFN�LQ�WKH�RWKHU�VLGH�RI�FRO-
OHJH�KDYLQJ�VSHQW�WKDW�ORQJ�RXW�RI�DFDGHPLD"

 
tnC: You mean having dropped out 

RI�FROOHJH�WR�QRZ�EH�WHDFKLQJ�FRO-
lege? Yes.
  
B&W: What happened in 
between dropping out and 
EHFRPLQJ� D� UHFRJQL]HG�
writer?

 
tnC: it’s pretty easy, i just 

wrote and wrote and wrote. i 
GURSSHG�RXW�RI�FROOHJH�EHFDXVH�
,� ORYHG� ZULWLQJ�� DQG� ,� FRXOG� QRW�
believe someone would pay me to 

write. i really just tried to look 
for as many opportunities 
DV� ,� FRXOG� WR� GR� WKH� ZULW-

ing that i wanted to do. 
i didn’t have any other 
real skills, i wasn’t good 

DW� PXFK� HOVH� >ODXJKV@�� EXW�
WKDW·V�FRRO�EHFDXVH�WKDW�IRFXVHV�

you. other people have options, i 
had no other options. 

Ta-Nehisi Coates is a senior editor at�7KH�$WODQWLF, author of a memoir about growing up in Baltimore, and 
a Morningside local. In his book, he chronicles his own coming of age, and inheriting Consciousness from 
his father, a term he uses to mean a political and cultural awareness of of the black struggle in American 
history. Despite being a brilliant memoirist, Coates isn’t much interested in talking about himself, or his 
reputation, as the observer recently phrased it, as “the single best writer on the subject of race in the 
United States.” Indifferent to labels, Coates instead describes himself as “profoundly interested in the 
force of racism in American history and in world history, the invention of racism, and how it exercises 
itself.” Nostalgic for her own past as a senior editor of the Blue and White and an undergraduate history 
major, Claire Sabel, CC ’13, met Coates in The Hungarian Pastry Shop to talk about past and present.
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B&W: What do you mean by that?

71&��:HOO�� LW� FKDQJHV�� ,W�FKDQJHV�� ,�GLGQ·W�KDYH� WKH�
H[SHULHQFHV� P\� GDG� KDG�� 0\� VRQ� MXVW� ZRQ·W� KDYH�
WKH� H[SHULHQFH� WKDW� ,� KDG��:H� DUH� DZDUH� SHRSOH�� VR�
,� JXHVV� WKHUH� DUH� D� ORW� RI� FRQYHUVDWLRQV³,� VKRXOG�
FKDQJH� WKDW³WKHUH� DUH� D� ORW� RI� FRQYHUVDWLRQV� LQ� WKH�
KRXVH�WKDW�KH�SLFNV�XS�RQ��VR�DOPRVW�E\�RVPRVLV��\RX�
know. i don’t think it’s as—he’s 12—so he’ll talk about 
things. So i know that he’s aware of things. But it’s 
PXFK�PRUH� SDVVLYH�� LW·V� WKH� DLU� WKDW� VXUURXQGV� KLP��
ZKHUHDV�,�WKLQN�P\�SDUHQWV�ZHUH�PXFK�PRUH�GLGDFWLF��

B&W��7KHUH·V�D�ELJ�GLIIHUHQFH�LQ�WKH�ZD\V�ZH�KDYH�D�
FRQYHUVDWLRQ� DERXW� UDFH� EHWZHHQ� WKH� LQWHUSHUVRQDO�
OHYHO�� ZLWKLQ� D� FRPPXQLW\�� DQG� WKHQ� RQ� D� QDWLRQDO�
OHYHO��$QG�WKH�ZD\�WKDW�ZH�WDON�DERXW�UDFH��HVSHFLDOO\�
DW�D�QDWLRQDO�OHYHO��UHDOO\�GRHVQ·W�KDYH�PXFK�WR�GR�ZLWK�
WKH�DFWXDO�LVVXHV��

71&�� :H� DUH� QRW� SUHSDUHG�� DV� D� FRXQWU\�� :H� MXVW�
don’t know enough. 

B&W: Would you say that we just have to have more 
KLVWRULFDO�NQRZOHGJH"

tnC: Yeah, i mean there’s the time thing, and i think 
SDUW� RI� WKH� SUREOHP� ZLWK� UDFLVP� DQG� ZLWK� SRZHU� LQ�

JHQHUDO�� LV� WKDW� SRZHU� FUHDWHV� QDUUDWLYHV� WR� MXVWLI\�
LWVHOI��6R�ZKHQHYHU�\RX�WDON�DERXW�UDFH�RU�EODFN�IRONV��
people will often say to you, “Well, that’s in the past 
so why don’t we forget about it.” But no one says, 
´/HW·V� IRUJHW� DERXW� *HRUJH� :DVKLQJWRQµ�� QR� RQH�
VD\V�� ´/HW·V� IRUJHW� DERXW� WKH�$PHULFDQ�5HYROXWLRQµ��
QR�RQH�VD\V��´/HW·V�VWRS�FHOHEUDWLQJ�-XO\��th.” So what 
\RX�ÀQG�LV�WKDW�SRZHU�ULJV�WKH�JDPH�WR�SXW�LWVHOI�LQ�D�
FHUWDLQ�SODFH�� DQG� WKHQ�SUHWHQGV� DV� WKRXJK� LW� GLGQ·W�
rig the game, rigs the history as though it didn’t hap-
pen. 

7KDW�VRXQGV�UHDOO\�DEVWUDFW��7R�PDNH�WKDW�UHDOO\�
real for you: i’ve been doing a lot of writing about the 
new deal, and about the wealth gap. You ask most 
IRONV�LQ�WKLV�FRXQWU\��YHU\�IHZ�SHRSOH�ZLOO�WHOO�\RX�WKDW�
WKH�$PHULFDQ�PLGGOH�FODVV�DV�ZH�NQRZ�LW��VXEXUEDQ��
SULPDULO\� ZKLWH�� LV� D� JRYHUQPHQW� FUHDWLRQ�� 3HRSOH�
GRQ·W�ZDQW� WR�KHDU� WKDW�� WKH\� WKLQN� LWV� GHGLFDWLRQ�RU�
hard work. i’m not saying it isn’t, but without govern-
ment intervention, it would not have happened, and 
the intervention that happened for white people was 
very different than the intervention that happened for 
EODFN�SHRSOH��%XW�ZH�GRQ·W�UHDOO\�NQRZ�WKDW��:H�OLNH�
WR�WKLQN�WKDW�WKH�ZRUOG�ZH�OLYH�LQ�LV�UHÁHFWLYH�RI�VRPH�
sort of deep natural something or other. it’s somehow 
natural for Harlem to be a ghetto, it’s natural for 
white people to want to live around white people and 
IRU�EODFN�SHRSOH�WR�OLYH�DURXQG�EODFN�SHRSOH��<RX�KDYH�
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7KH�EHVW�DGYLFH�,�HYHU�JRW��,�ZDV�DERXW�����DQG�
,�ZDV�DSSO\LQJ�IRU�WKLV�IHOORZVKLS�DW�WKH�1HZ�$PHULFD�
)RXQGDWLRQ��ZKLFK�,�GLGQ·W�JHW��%XW�WKH�JX\�WKDW�ZDV�
LQ� FKDUJH� RI� LW� VDLG� VRPHWKLQJ� UHDOO\� UHPDUNDEOH� WR�
me. And he said, “look, the whole thing is this game 
LV�WR�QRW�JHW�NQRFNHG�RXW��,I�\RX�FDQ�VWD\�XS��DQG�\RX�
keep doing this, until you’re in your mid-thirties, 
ZKDW�\RX·OO�ÀQG�LV�WKDW�EHLQJ�����WKHUH�DUH�D�ORW�SHRSOH�
WKDW�DUH�FRPSHWLQJ�ZLWK�\RX��WKHUH�DUH�D�ORW�RI�SHRSOH�
that want to be writers. But by the time you get to 
DJH� ���� PDQ\� RI� WKRVH� SHRSOH� ZLOO� KDYH� JRQH� EDFN�
WR� VFKRRO�� WKH\·OO� KDYH� JRQH� WR� JHW� DQ�0%$�� WKH\·OO�
KDYH�JRQH�WR�ODZ�VFKRRO��7KH\·OO�GR�VRPHWKLQJ�WKDW�LV�
PRUH�ÀQDQFLDOO\�UHZDUGLQJ�µ�%HFDXVH�SHRSOH�WKDW�JR�
LQWR� WKLV� WHQG�WR�EH� IDLUO\�ZHOO�HGXFDWHG��DQG�SHRSOH�
WHQG�WR�ZDQW�WR�EH�UHZDUGHG�IRU�EHLQJ�ZHOO�HGXFDWHG��
:KLFK�,�PHDQ�LV�XQGHUVWDQGDEOH��7KH�EHDXWLIXO�WKLQJ�
LV�WKDW�,�ZDV�QRW�ZHOO�HGXFDWHG�

B&W���:KHQ�GLG�\RX�EHFDPH�
DZDUH�RI�WKH�IDFW�RI�\RXU�RZQ�
story as something you want-
ed to share with people?
 
tnC: Well, i always had no 
SUREOHP� ZULWLQJ� DQHFGRWHV��
and stuff like that from my 
OLIH��,�PHW�ZLWK�P\�HGLWRU�LQ�·����DQG�«�,�KDYH�NQRZQ�
KLP�IRU����\HDUV��WKDW�LV�ULGLFXORXV�«�ZRDK��:H�VWDUW-
ed talking about my dad and he said there might be a 
book there. And i tried various iterations of it, and it 
ZDVQ·W�FRPLQJ�WRJHWKHU�«�,�KDG�DOZD\V�ZDQWHG�WR�EH�
a rapper. it’s really strange, this is like my pet peeve 
when people—the first lady just did this—denigrate 
people for wanting to be a rapper. i wanted to be a 
rapper. What i loved was that these guys did these 
wonderful things with language, and i wanted to do 
that. i wanted to make people feel like i felt listening 
to Wu tang, or nas or whoever.  i wasn’t doing that in 
the early drafts of A Beautiful Struggle, and it really 
really upset me. And i kept trying and i kept doing 
LW�RYHU� DJDLQ��XQWLO� D�KLW�XSRQ�D� YRLFH� WKDW� ,� WKRXJKW�
ZDV�QHZHU�DQG�GLIIHUHQW�DQG�UHDOO\�FRPPXQLFDWHG�WKH�
spirit of the times. 

B&W: Are there other writers you feel are trying to 
do similar things to what you’re doing?

71&��:HOO� WKH� PDVWHU� LV� -XQRW� 'tD]�� ,� PHDQ� REYL-
ously. He’s the best at that. He’s probably the one i 

WKLQN�RI�WKH�PRVW�DFWXDOO\�

B&W: You tend in your writing to give things labels, 
with proper nouns [he laughs], something like “the 
+RUGHµ�RU�´&RQVFLRXVQHVV�µ

tnC: it’s always kind of funny. i mean it’s almost 
DOZD\V�PRFNLQJ�WKH�FRQFHSW�RI�ODEHOV�LQ�DQG�RI�LWVHOI��
you know. i think i got a little bit of that from Junot. 

B&W: At least in My Beautiful Struggle, 
&RQVFLRXVQHVV� LV� GHÀQLWHO\� D� UHDO� WKLQJ�� DQG� LW·V�
LPSRUWDQW�WKDW�LW�KDV�D�QDPH��DQG�LW·V�D�SODFH�WKDW�\RX�
get to.

tnC: Yes.

B&W: do you still think about it in those terms? do 
you still think of yourself as 
EHLQJ�&RQVFLRXV"

tnC: All the time.

B&W: And do you think 
that what it means to be 
&RQVFLRXV� KDV� FKDQJHG��
from growing up?

71&��<HDK�� IURP�ZKHQ�,�ZDV�NLG�� LW�ZDV�PXFK�PRUH�
UDFH�FHQWHUHG��$IULFDQ�$PHULFDQ��$IUR�FHQWHUHG��$V�
DQ�DGXOW�LW·V�EHHQ�PXFK�PRUH�DERXW�EHLQJ�D�WKLQNLQJ�
person. What does it mean to be a thinking person? 
:KLFK�,�WKLQN�DERXW�DOO�WKH�WLPH��ZKLFK�,�WKLQN�DERXW�
quite a bit. What responsibilities do you have. How do 
\RX�SURFHHG��KRZ�GR�\RX�KROG�\RXUVHOI"�<HDK��,�WKLQN�
about that all the time.

B&W: Are you trying to impose some kind of 
&RQVFLRXVQHVV�RQ�\RXU�VRQ"

tnC: no. i mean, i talk about … no. obviously i talk 
DERXW�EHLQJ�EODFN��ZH�KDYH�D�ELJ�SRVWHU�RI�0DOFRP�;�
LQ�WKH�OLYLQJ�URRP��EXW�QR��QRW�WRR�PXFK��

B&W�� +RZ� GRHV� \RXU� IDWKHU� LQWHUDFW� ZLWK� KLP"� ,V�
there a different generational thing going on? 

tnC: See, the thing is, [my father] is going to be 
EODFN�LQ�D�ZD\�WKDW�,�DP�QRW��

“Can any state 
ultimately be really 
UHI OHFWLYH�XSRQ�LWVHOI"�

i don’t know.”
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7KH\·UH� ÀJKWLQJ� RYHU� QRWKLQJ�� WKH\·UH� EXWFKHULQJ�
HDFK�RWKHU��$W� WKH� HQG�RI� WKH�ERRN�� VKH� VD\V� WKH����
<HDUV�:DU�VROYHG�QR�SUREOHPV��EDVLFDOO\�WKH�SRRU�DQG�
the lowest suffered the worst, it did nothing. they 
ZHUH�GHVFHQGLQJ� OLWHUDOO\� LQWR� FDQQLEDOLVP�� ,W·V� YHU\�
KDUG� WR� EH� RSWLPLVWLF�� ,·P� QRW� F\QLFDO�� ,� ORYH� EHLQJ�
alive, i love human beings, but … you hope. i guess 
there are ideas that are around today that weren’t 
DURXQG�EHIRUH��WKH�QRWLRQ�RI�ZRPHQ·V�ULJKWV�DFWXDOO\�
GRHV�H[LVW��7KHUH�KDYH�EHHQ�FKDQJHV�WKDW�ZLOO�OLEHUDWH�
history for the better, maybe. i live in hope that it will 
be better.

B&W�� 7KDW·V� ZK\� ,� ORYH� KLVWRU\�� ,W� IDFLOLWDWHV�� DQG�
SURYLGHV�FRQWH[W� IRU��EHLQJ�KRSHIXO��ZKLOH�QRW�EHLQJ�
RSWLPLVWLF��

tnC: Yeah. At the same 
time, though, it’s like, 
UDFLVP�LV�D�PRGHUQ�LQYHQ-
WLRQ��,�PHDQ�UDFLVP�DV�ZH�
NQRZ�LW�WRGD\��WKHUH�KDYH�
DOZD\V� EHHQ� FRQFHSWV�
RI� UDFH�� 3HRSOH� WKRXJKW�
all sorts of things about 
people who were differ-
ent than them, but the 
QRWLRQ� WKDW� LW� ZDV� FRQ-
FOXGHG�WKDW�WKHUH�ZDV�WKLV�
WKLQJ�FDOOHG�´ZKLWHQHVVµ��WKDW�KDYLQJ�VWUDLJKW�KDLU��RU�
FHUWDLQ�H\HV�HTXDWHG� LQWHOOLJHQFH��3HRSOH�GRQ·W�HYHQ�
WKLQN�WKDW�LQ�WKH�HDUO\�GD\V�RI�WKH�FRORQ\�RI�9LUJLQLD��
2XU�SKRELDV�DURXQG�LQWHUUDFLDO�VH[��WKHVH�DUH�PRGHUQ�
LQYHQWLRQV��$QG�WKDW�LV�VFDU\�

B&W��$QG�KLVWRU\�VKRZV�WKDW�LQ�D�UHDOO\�VWDUN��FOHDU�
ZD\��,� ORYH�%DUEDUD�)LHOGV�IRUPXODWLRQ�RI�WKDW��ZKLFK�
is “it’s weird.” 

tnC: it really is.

B&W�� ,W·V� D� WHUUDLQ� RI� WKLQNLQJ� WKDW� \RX� FDQ� WDNH�
D� VWHS� EDFN� IURP�� DQG� VD\�� ´7KLV� GRHVQ·W� PDNH� DQ\�
sense.”

tnC: right, right, right. if you think history began 
with the slave trade, then, yes, it makes sense. But 
\RX�WDON�WR�SHRSOH�DQG�WKH\�WKLQN��OLNH��UDFH�LV�QDWX-
UDO��,W·V�ULGLFXORXV��,W·V�DEVROXWHO\�ULGLFXORXV��$QG�LW·V�
DV� WKRXJK� EODFN� SHRSOH� DQG�ZKLWH� SHRSOH� KDG� QHYHU�

HQFRXQWHUHG�HDFK�RWKHU�EHIRUH�WKH�VODYH�WUDGH³ZKDW�
ZH�FDOO�EODFN�SHRSOH�DQG�ZKLWH�SHRSOH��$QG�LW·V� OLNH��
what? do you know that the portuguese had been 
there, that the moors had been there, that the Arabs 
KDG�EHHQ�WKHUH��WKDW�WKH�$UDEV�KDG�HQFRXQWHUHG�EODFN�
SHRSOH� LQ����"�'R�\RX�NQRZ�DQ\WKLQJ�DERXW�WKLV�DW�
DOO"�7KH�DQVZHU�LV�QR��(YHQ�LI�\RX�VD\��LQ�$PHULFDQ�KLV-
WRU\��GLG�\RX�NQRZ�WKDW�EODFN�SHRSOH�DQG�ZKLWH�SHRSOH�
were sleeping together in the early days of virginia 
DQG�LW�ZDV�QRW�FRQVLGHUHG�EL]DUUH"�,W�KDSSHQHG�DIWHU�
laws were passed, and laws were passed for reasons of 
SURSHUW\��7KLV� LV�ZKDW� ,�PHDQ�DERXW�SRZHU�FUHDWLQJ�
LWV�RZQ�VFLHQFH�DQG� LGHRORJ\� WR� MXVWLI\� LWVHOI��<RX·UH�
right, Barbara fields is great on that. But we don’t get 
WKDW��DQG�ZH�GRQ·W�ZDQW�WR�JHW�WKDW��EHFDXVH�LW�ZRXOG�

FUHDWH� WHUULEOH� SUREOHPV�
for us. We would imme-
GLDWHO\� ÀJXUH� RXW� WKDW� LI�
this world isn’t natural, 
that means somebody 
FKDQJHG� LW�� DQG� PDGH�
it this way, and thus we 
KDYH�WKH�DELOLW\�WR�FKDQJH�
LW�EDFN��

B&W: And nobody wants 
WR�EH�DFFRXQWDEOH�

71&�� 1R�� EHFDXVH� WKHQ�
QRW�RQO\�FDQ�ZH�FKDQJH�LW�EDFN��EXW�ZH�NLQG�RI�KDYH�WR��
LW�ZRXOG�PDNH�LW�PRUDOO\�ULJKW�IRU�XV�WR�FKDQJH�LW�EDFN��
:KLFK�LV�VFDU\��6R��OLNH��LI�WKDW·V�WKH�FDVH��WKHQ�ZKDW"�
:KDW�GRHV�WKDW�PHDQ"�,I�WKHUH·V�QRWKLQJ�SDUWLFXODUO\�
VSHFLDO�DERXW�LW��WKHQ�UDFLVP��WKH�KDWUHG�RI�VRPHERG\�
EDVHG�RQ� WKH� FUHDWLRQ�RI� D� UDFH� LV� QRW� VSHFLDO³IXFN��
WKDW·V�VFDU\��WKDW·V�UHDOO\��UHDOO\�VFDU\��7KH�&LYLO�:DU�
really brought that home to me. You really start get-
ting to what would make people do that sort of thing, 
you get to what slavery represented, and that is power. 
Again, it’s always power. it’s not just, ‘i hate you 
EHFDXVH�\RX·UH�GDUNHU�WKDQ�PH�·�EXW�ZK\"�:KDW�GRHV�
that justify, what’s behind that, what are you getting 
out of that? And you get to these questions of power, 
so that’s been really profound to me.

B&W: So are you writing, history? What are you 
writing?

71&��:H·OO�VHH��7KDW·V�SUREDEO\�WKH�EHVW�DQVZHU�,�FDQ�
give you.�
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WR� KDYH� D� SUHWW\� HQWUHQFKHG� LJQRUDQFH� RI� KLVWRU\� WR�
believe that. 

B&W��'HFLVLRQV�ZHUH�PDGH�WR�VHSDUDWH�SHRSOH�

71&�� 7KDW·V� ULJKW�� IRU� VSHFLÀF� UHDVRQV�� 7KHUH� ZDV�
an interest being pursued, it was not random, it was 
QRW�DUELWUDU\��ZH�DUH�WKH�ZD\�ZH�FKRVH�WR�EH��+DOI�WKH�
problem is not that the game is rigged, but getting 
SHRSOH� WR� IDFH� WKH� KLVWRU\� RI� WKH� ULJJLQJ�� 6R� ZH·UH�
QRW�UHDOO\�SUHSDUHG�IRU�DQ\�VRUW�RI�FRQYHUVDWLRQ�DERXW�
UDFH��DQG�RQ�UDFLVP��ZKLFK�LV�UHDOO\�ZKHUH�WKH�FRQYHU-
sation needs to happen. 

B&W: So how do we go about getting better pre-
pared?

tnC: i don’t know. people may need to feel good 
DERXW� D� VWDWH�� :H·UH� DW� D� SRLQW� ZKHUH� ZH� FDQ� VD\��
´6ODYHU\� ZDV� ZURQJ�µ� ULJKW"� :HOO� WKDW·V� EHFDXVH�
everyone who held slaves has been long, long dead. 
&DQ� ZH� VD\� WKHUH� ZHUH� UDFLVW� DVSHFWV� WR� WKH� 1HZ�
deal? let me go further: Can we say that white 
VXSUHPDF\�PDGH�WKH�1HZ�'HDO�SRVVLEOH"�3UREDEO\�
QRW��%HFDXVH�WKH�1HZ�'HDO�LV�ZLWKLQ�OLYLQJ�PHPRU\�RI�
WKLV�FRXQWU\��VR�WKDW�JHWV�KDUGHU��<RX�JHW�LQWR�H[LVWHQ-
WLDO�TXHVWLRQV�DERXW�WKH�QDWXUH�RI�D�UHSXEOLF��&DQ�DQ\�
VWDWH�XOWLPDWHO\�EH�UHDOO\�UHÁHFWLYH�XSRQ�LWVHOI"�,�GRQ·W�
know. Absent some great military defeat—i mean i’m 
thinking about germany. 

B&W��2QH�RI� WKH� WKLQJV� WKDW�SHRSOH�P\� DJH��ZKLFK�
LV�QRW�WKDW�PXFK�\RXQJHU��EXW�D�ELW�\RXQJHU�WKDQ�\RX��
KDYHQ·W�ÀJXUHG�RXW�KRZ�WR�GHDO�ZLWK�\HW��LV�WKH�VRFLDO�
PRYHPHQWV� RI� WKH� ·��V�� ,Q� VRPH�ZD\V� WKH\� IHHO� YHU\�
FORVH� WR�PH��&LYLO� ULJKWV��JD\� ULJKWV��ZRPHQ·V� ULJKWV�
DUH� LQWXLWLYH�� WKH\� GRQ·W� VHHP� UDGLFDO�� ,� FDQ� XQGHU-
VWDQG�KRZ�DW� WKH� WLPH� LW�ZDV� UDGLFDO��EXW� LW·V�DOVR� IDU�
HQRXJK�DZD\�WKDW�LW�GRHVQ·W�UHDOO\�WRXFK�PH��,�ZDVQ·W�
personally involved. it was a generation away, and 
WKHUH·V�D�ORW�RI�FRPSODFHQF\�WKDW�FRPHV�ZLWK�WKDW��

tnC: i think something horrible has to happen. 

$FWLYLVWV� LQ� WKH� ·��V�� WKH\� ZHUHQ·W� EHWWHU� SHRSOH��
there wasn’t something in their bones that made 
them more determined or better. they were deter-
PLQHG� E\� FRQGLWLRQV�� :RUOG� :DU� 7ZR� KDSSHQHG��
and raised profound questions of inequality. You 
ZHUH�WDONLQJ�DERXW�WKH�PDVVDFUH�RI�����RI�DQ�HWKQLF�
group, based on what? We fought against the people 
WKDW�WULHG�WR�GR�WKDW³QRW�EHFDXVH�WKH\�WULHG�WR�GR�WKDW��
E\�WKH�ZD\³EXW�EHFDXVH�WKH\�ZHUH�RXU�HQHPLHV��7KDW�
FUHDWHV� SURIRXQG� TXHVWLRQV� ZLWKLQ� D� VRFLHW\� WKDW·V�
WROHUDWLQJ�ZKLWH�VXSUHPDF\��WKDW·V�WROHUDWLQJ�V\VWHPLF�
VH[LVP�� %XW� ZKDW� ,·P� WU\LQJ� WR� VD\� LV�� DFWXDO� HYHQWV�
happened that made that happen, but people weren’t 
any better. it was just in a different time. When 
SHRSOH�DUH�FRPSODFHQW��LW·V�IRU�UHDVRQV��

B&W��3HRSOH�WDON�DERXW�7ZLWWHU�DFWLYLVP��WKLQJV�WKDW�
PDNH�\RX�IHHO�OLNH�\RX�DUH�UHDFWLQJ�WR�WKH�EDG�WKLQJV��
EXW�LQ�WKLV�ZD\�WKDW�LV�WRWDOO\�FRPIRUWDEOH��7KDW�VHHPV�
OLNH� D� GHÀQLWLYH� WUDMHFWRU\�� WKDW� WKH� EDG� WKLQJV� DUH�
JHWWLQJ� PRUH� DQG� PRUH� UHPRYHG�� IURP� $PHULFDQV��
at least. 

tnC: i assure you that’s temporary. i assure you that 
ZLOO�FKDQJH�

B&W�� <RX� GRQ·W� VRXQG� WKDW� RSWLPLVWLF� DERXW� WKH�
future in general. 

71&�� ,� GRQ·W� NQRZ�� +RZ� FDQ� \RX� EH� RSWLPLVWLF"� ,�
mean, you hope for the best. But the worst prob-
ably happens. At the end we all die, we know that 
[laughs]. You know about the Civil War right? the 
1RUWK� GLGQ·W� ODXQFK� D� ZDU� WR� IUHH� EODFN� SHRSOH�� WKH�
6RXWK� ZHQW� WR� ZDU� WR� SURWHFW� VODYHU\�� ,W·V� WKH� VDPH�
with World War two. We didn’t go to war to save the 
Jews, we got bombed by Japan. And i’m not saying 
WKDW� $PHULFD·V� SDUWLFXODUO\� ZRUVH� WKDQ� DQ\RQH� HOVH��
'LG�\RX�JX\V�GR�D� ORW�RQ�WKH����<HDUV�:DU"�7KHUH·V�
this great book by this historian C.v. Wedgwood, 
FDOOHG� 7KH� ��� <HDUV� :DU�� KDYH� \RX� VHHQ� WKLV"� ,W·V�
IXFNLQJ� LQFUHGLEOH�� ,�PHDQ� MXVW� OLNH� D� QRYHO�� EXW� LW·V�
history, beautiful, you’ll love it. it’s a beautiful read. 

$́FWLYLVWV�LQ�WKH�·��V��
they weren’t better people. 
there wasn’t something in 
their bones that made them 
more determined or better. 
they were determined by 

FRQGLWLRQV�µ
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S K E T C H B O O K

7DNH����RII�D�ER[�RI�&&�RU�/LW�+XP�ERRNV�ZLWK�WKLV�FRXSRQ�
3OHDVH�YLVLW�XV�EHIRUH�\RX�PDNH�\RXU�WH[WERRN�GHFLVLRQV��

�(DV\�UHWXUQV�DQG�H[FKDQJHV�
�1R�VDOHV�WD[�RU�VKLSSLQJ�FKDUJHV�

-truly helpful and hardworking staff-
*UHDW�SULFHV�*UHDW�EX\EDFN�SURJUDP

$OO�WKH�PDMRU�FRXUVHV�DQG�PDQ\�H[FOXVLYHV�
$Q�,QGHSHQGHQW�%RRNVWRUH�6KRS�/RFDO�

0�)��DP���SP�6������68�����

Book Culture
536 west 112th between 

B-way and Amsterdam
212-865-1588

�0DNH�%RRN�&XOWXUH�\RXU�ÀUVW�PRYH��

PAY I N G  T H E  B I L L S

eden’s Spa offers 
����RII�RI�DOO�VHUYLFHV
onlY for ColUmBiA 

StUdentS

Cartoon by Hank Shorb

Sponsored in part by the 
Arts initiative at Columbia University. 

this funding is made possible through a generous gift from 
the gatsby Charitable foundation.

 Massawa Restaurant has been a New York City favorite for 
25 years.  !e restaurant serves "ne Eritrean and Ethiopian 

food that is nationally known. It is a family-run business 
and has many loyal patrons that have enjoyed the food for 

years.
     O#ering exotic dishes from spicy to mild and from 

many vegan favorites to tasty meats, our patrons are known 
to be coming back for more especially since we open late.

Students can enjoy 20% o# with a CUID

�Lunch Specials (M-F, 11:30-4) 
�Brunch (Weekends, 11:30-4)
�In-House Dinner (10% o#) 

�Catering
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CAMPUS GOSSIP

7KLV�VXPPHU��IRU�RQO\��������LQ�WXLWLRQ��IHHV��URRP��
DQG� ERDUG�� KLJK� VFKRRO� MXQLRUV� DQG� VHQLRUV� JRW� WZR�
ZHHNV� RI� WKH� IXOO� &ROXPELD� H[SHULHQFH� ZLWK� QRQ�
FUHGLW�FRXUVHV�OLNH��“Why Are poor Countries poor?” 
%XGGLQJ� JOREDO� VFKRODUV� ZHUH� DGYLVHG� E\� &ROXPELD�
WR�´KDYH�DFFHVV�WR�D�PLQLPXP�RI�����µ�LQ�ZDONLQJ�
around money.

H
teCHnologiC 
7KH�FROXPELD�HGX�KRPHSDJH�RI�(GZDUG�0HQGHOVRQ��
/LRQHO�7ULOOLQJ�3URIHVVRU�LQ�WKH�+XPDQLWLHV�DQG�FRQ-
WULEXWLQJ�HGLWRU�DW�3&�0DJD]LQH��IHDWXUHV�D�45�FRGH�
DW� FHQWHU� ERWWRP�� 7UDQVODWHG�� WKH� EDUFRGH� LPSDUWV�
the following quotation from virginia Woolf’V�-DFREV�
room: “Whether we gain or not by this habit of pro-
IXVH�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�LW�LV�QRW�IRU�XV�WR�VD\�µ

on the selfsame homepage is mendelson’s self-
ZULWWHQ�JXLGH�HQWLWOHG��´+RZ�WR�%RXQFH�/RZHUFDVH�
only e-mail messages on the Columbia University 
0DLO�6\VWHP��REVROHWH�VLQFH�������µ

H
do YoU HAve tHAt on tAp?
7LP��FHOHEUDWHG������EDUWHQGHU��KDV� D�SDUW� LQ�7RQ\�
n’ tina’s Wedding. He reportedly “plays a drunken, 
KRUQ\�SULHVW�µ�D�UROH�ZKLFK�KH�RULJLQDWHG�

H
2QH� FXULRXV B&W reporter tried looking into how 
1623�ZDV�RUJDQL]HG��%XW�KH�ZDV�VWRQHZDOOHG��HYHU\�
1623� RUJDQL]LQJ� FRPPLWWHH� PHPEHU� KDG� VLJQHG� D�
QRQ�GLVFORVXUH�DJUHHPHQW�

3RVVLEO\� UHODWHG� LV� WKH� IDFW� WKDW� RQ� -XQH� ���
,QWHULP�'HDQ�RI�6WXGHQWV�7HUU\�0DUWLQH]�DQQRXQFHG�
WR�VWXGHQW�OHDGHUV�WKDW�&\QWKLD�-HQQLQJV��'LUHFWRU�RI�
new Student orientation and Class Year programs, 
ZRXOG�EH�´H[SORU>LQJ@�RWKHU�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�µ�L�H��RQHV�
not at Columbia.

StoCkHolm SYndrome
over the summer, multiple members of the Class of 
�����ZHUH�VSRWWHG�VNXONLQJ�DURXQG�%XWOHU�/LEUDU\�

H
A HoUSe divided
6RXUFHV� VD\� WKDW� 7KH� 'DUN� +DQG� RI� VSHFVXFNV� DQG�
a former managing editor of the Columbia Daily 
Spectator are “kind of sort of dating.” 

H
SUBSCriBe to tHiS CHAnnel 
2Q� -XO\� ���� &ROXPELD� $WKOHWLFV� XSORDGHG� D� YLGHR�
to Youtube, featuring what several athletes told 
the B&W� LV� WKH� ELJ� DWKOHWLFV� MRNH� RI� WKH� VXPPHU��
´&ROXPELD� )RRWEDOO� ����� 8QLIRUPV�µ� 7R� SXW� LW�
politely: many manly bulges are involved. 

2QH� SDUWLFXODUO\� REVHUYDQW� DWKOHWH� ZLWK� D�
TXDQWLWDWLYH� EHQW� H[SODLQHG� WKDW� RXW� RI� WKH� YLGHR·V�
�����UXQWLPH��´���VHFRQGV�ZHUH�FURWFK�VKRWV�RI�����
DORQH�� PRUH� WKDQ� ���� RI� WKH� YLGHR�� QRW� LQFOXGLQJ�
RWKHU� SOD\HUV·� FURWFK� VKRWV�µ� 6KH� DGGHG�� ´DQG� WKH�
ZKROH�WKLQJ�LV�VHW�WR��OLNH��UHDOO\�EDG�SRUQ�PXVLF�µ��$�
TXLFN�ORRN�DW�WKH�YLGHR·V�GHVFULSWLRQ�DOHUWV�XV�WKDW� LW�
LV��LQ�IDFW��DQ�DFRXVWLF�FRYHU�RI�'UDNH·V�´)HDU�µ�

H
tHe tWo CUltUreS
Until late this summer, James Shapiro’s listed title 
LQ�&8,7·V�GLUHFWRU\�ZDV�WKH�´/DUU\�0LOOHU�3URIHVVRU�
RI� (QJOLVK� DQG� &RPSDULWLYH� >VLF@� /LWHUDWXUH�µ� $Q�
HGLWRU�WXUQHG�*RRG�6DPDULWDQ�QRWLÀHG�&8,7��ZKR��
DIWHU�FRQÀUPLQJ�WKDW�WKH�WLWOH�ZDV�VSHOW�´/DUU\�0LOOHU�
professor of english and Comparative literature,” 
PDGH�WKH�À[�

H
2ULHQWDWLRQ���LW�RQO\�FRPHV�RQFH�D�\HDU��

DIGITALIA COLUMBIANA
These excerpts were culled from documents left on Columbia’s lab computers. We encour-
DJH� RXU� UHDGHUV� WR� VXEPLW� WKHLU� RZQ� GLJLWDOLD� ÀQGV� WR� XV�� YLD� HPDLO�� DW� EZJRVVLS#FROXPELD�HGX�

´2QO\�LQ�WKH�SDVW�FHQWXU\�KDYH�ZH�VHHQ�(QJOLVK�
VSHOOLQJ� VWDQGDUGL]HG�� )HDU� RI� VSHOOLQJ� LQFRUUHFWO\�
inhibits young students from taking literary risks. 
0DQ\� WHDFKHUV� ,� WDON� WR� REVHUYH� VWXGHQWV� ORVH� WKHLU�
JUDVS�RI�JUDPPDWLFDOO\�FRUUHFW�(QJOLVK�DV�WKHLU�VSHOO-
ing abilities improve.”

mr. miller’s friend, professor William 
thornton of mildwell College Cambridge, an asso-
FLDWH� HGLWRU� RI� WKH� 2[IRUG� (QJOLVK� 'LFWLRQDU\� DQG�
H[SHUW� RQ� WKH� KLVWRU\� RI� WKH� JHUXQG� LQ� %DE\ORQLDQ�
VRFLHWLHV�� WDNHV� D� ORQJHU� YLHZ��+H� VD\V� WKDW� VL[�KXQ-
dred years ago, when the language was invented by 
VFKRODUV� LQ� ZKDW� LV� QRZ�7XUNH\�� WKH� QRWLRQ� WKDW� WKH�
ODQJXDJH�FRXOG�EH�IRUPDOL]HG�ZRXOG�KDYH�EHHQ�FRQ-
VLGHUHG�DEVXUG��,W�ZDV�FRQFRFWHG�DV�D�JLIW�WR�WKH�EODE-
bering barbarians of england that would permit them 
to understand one another. english was devised to 
EH��DV�KH�SXW�LW��´D�RQH�VL]H�ÀWV�DOO�JHUPDQLF�VROXWLRQ�
with a bit of latin thrown in” that should be tailored 
FRQVWDQWO\�� 7RGD\�� WKH� ODQJXDJH� KDV� ORVW� LWV� DGDSW-
ability. the “new words” are but rearrangements of 
WKH� ROG�� ´:H� KDYH�µ� KH� FRQFOXGHG�� ´VWUDSSHG� RQ� D�
OLQJXLVWLF�VWUDLJKW�MDFNHW�µ

Yet many say that mr. miller is on the wrong 
SDWK��(XJHQH�)OLQW��&(2�RI� WKH� IDPHG�FRPPXQLFD-
WLRQV�ÀUP�,QWHUFRQQHFW�,QF���FRQVLGHUV�VWDQGDUGL]HG�
VSHOOLQJV�HVVHQWLDO�WR�D�JOREDO�HFRQRP\��´6XUH�/DUU\�
DQG� ,�PLJKW� EH� DEOH� WR� XQGHUVWDQG� HDFK� RWKHU� LI� ZH�
VSHOO� OLNH� LW� VRXQGV��EXW�KRZ�DERXW�)ULW]� LQ�0H[LFR"�
+LV�DFFHQW�PLJKW�OHDG�KLP�WR�VSHOO�LQ�FRPSOHWHO\�GLI-
IHUHQW�ZD\V��6WDQGDUGL]HG�VSHOOLQJV�SHUPLW�WKRVH�ZKR�
NQRZ�(QJOLVK�WR�FRPPXQLFDWH�DURXQG�WKH�ZRUOG��,I�ZH�
JHW�ULG�RI�WKHP��ZH
OO�VRRQ�EH�VSHDNLQJ�&KLQHVH�µ����

H
Class ii: Shaken drinks:
Singapore Sling
/RQJ�,VODQG�,FHG�7HD
0RQJROLDQ� 0RWKHUIXFNHU� >FURVV� EHWZHHQ� D� /RQJ�
island and an Alabama Slammer] 

VXUURXQGHG�E\�VXFK�D�GLYHUVH�FXOWXUH�DQG�DWPRVSKHUH�
made me more aware of my surroundings as i didn’t 
want to miss anything at all. not being in a regular 
atmosphere pushed me to try new food, and not just 
WKH�XVXDO�VWDUW�EXFNV��

H
4.neW ConCept. HeAdline: “it’s a little 
6HFUHWµ�WKDW�PDNHV�PH�JORZ�DOO�GD\�

H
,Q�WKH�´5DSH�RI�/RFNµ�E\�$OH[DQGHU�3RSH��PDQ\�ÀJ-
XUHV�RI�VSHHFK�DERXQG��OHQGLQJ�LW�WR�EHLQJ�D�VXEOLPH�
work of poetry. Anaphoras, for one, abound.

H
7KH�$PHULFDQ�'UHDP�LV�PRUH�DERXW�VSLULWXDO�KDSSL-
QHVV�WKDQ�MXVW�D�SURIHVVLRQDO�VXFFHVV��7KH�UHDO�YDOXH�RI�
the dream is related to Be and not to HAve. on the 
RWKHU�KDQG��,�KDYH�D�ELJ�FRQFHUQ�LQ�ZKDW�WKH�$PHULFDQ�
dream will be for the future generations given the 
poor personal values that are seen around the world. 

H
i think, no matter how long does a person work, how 
H[SHULHQFHG� D�SHUVRQ� LV�� WKHVH� YDOXHV� VKRXOG� DOZD\V�
EH�ZLWK�WKH�SHUVRQ�IRU�KLV�RU�KHU�FDUHHU��EXVLQHVV�DQG�
FXVWRPHUV��$QG�,�WKLQN�FRPPLWPHQW�DQG�LQWHJULW\�LV�
PRUH� LPSRUWDQW� WKDQ� RWKHU� WZR� YDOXHV�� %HFDXVH� LW’s 
about the nature and personality of the person. it’s 
KDUG� WR� FKDQJH� RU� SUHWHQG�� %XW� SHRSOH� FDQ� EHFRPH�
knowledgeable and professional after learning and 
JDLQLQJ�H[SHULHQFH��6R�WKDW’s why i want to work with 
.LQVH\� FDSLWDO� EHFDXVH� ,� ZDQW� WR� EHFRPH� D� NQRZO-
edgeable and professional personwith integrity. 

H
,I�LW�LV�´QHFHVVDU\µ��WR�EH�GHÀQHG�ODWHU��DQ�DPEXODQFH�
ZLOO� EH� GLUHFWHG� WR� WKH� SKRQHV� ORFDWLRQ� XVLQJ� *36��
this App is unique in that it is the only one of its 
NLQG�WR�RIIHU�DOO�WKHVH�DPHQLWLHV�ZLWK�WKH�OX[XU\�DQG�
VHFXULW\�RI�OHWWLQJ�RQH�NQRZ�WKDW�WKHLU�KHDOWK�LV�DOZD\V�
being monitored.�
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