
Using LinkedIn to Create a 
BUZZ for your Small Business 



Why LinkedIn? 

•  200 million members 
•  Average household income is $109,000 
•  Almost half of LinkedIn users are decision makers 

in their household 
•  You can export your connections and email 

addresses with one click 
•  Groups are one of the best ways to establish 

yourself as an industry leader and expert 
•  Recommendations are a great credibility builder 

and helps you stand out from the competition 



What LinkedIn Can Do For You 

•  Be found by potential clients 
•  Deepen your relationship with current 

connections 
•  Increase industry connections, knowledge 

and expertise 

authe 



Getting the Most Out of LinkedIn 

•  Claim your vanity URL 
•  Make your blog/website links descriptive 
•  Search engine optimize your profile 
•  Rearrange your profile 
•  Ask for recommendations 
•  Get endorsed 
•  Install applications 
•  Create a Company page 
•  Start and/or Participate in Groups 



Claim Your Vanity URL 



Claim Your Vanity URL 



Make Your Links Descriptive 



Make Your Links Descriptive 



Fill Out Profile Completely 

•  Upload a professional photo 
•  Add descriptive headline 
•  Include all past and current positions 
•  Ask for recommendations 
•  Connect with colleagues, classmates, clients, 

friends,… 
•  Add link to your website, blog, social media URLs 
•  Include Skills & Expertise 
•  Write a compelling Summary that explains your 

expertise, business, skills and services 
•  Move important sections to the top of profile 



Optimize Your Profile 

1. Name 
2. Professional Headline 
3. Current Experience 
4. Previous Experience 
5. Contact Info 
6. Summary 



Optimize Your Profile 



Optimize Your Profile 



Add Skills & Expertise 



Rearrange Your Profile 



Complete Your Entire Profile 

•  Add Experience (with descriptions and 
keywords) 

•  Ask for Recommendations 
•  Get Endorsements 
•  Add Volunteer Experience and Causes 
•  Include Certifications, Courses, Projects, 

Honors & Awards, Publications,… 



Create a Company Page 











Join a Group 







Install Applications 



Install Applications 



Contacts  

•  Accept everyone 
•  Be careful who you ask to connect with – 

you could be penalized for inviting people 
you don’t know to connect 

•  Can send message to up to 50 people at a 
time 

•  Import contacts from your email accounts 



Export Connections 



Export Connections 



Export Connections 



Using LinkedIn to Create a Buzz 

•  Connect with all of your current and past 
colleagues, classmates and clients 

•  Join 3-5 groups and actively participate in 
group by posting comments and asking 
questions 

•  Ask contacts for testimonials 
•  Create a company profile 
•  Post business- and industry-specific 

comments 



Bringing It All Together 

•  Social media should supplement your 
networking efforts 

•  Social media should be integrated into 
your overall marketing strategy 

•  Use social media sites to direct people to 
your website or blog 

•  Remember, social media is about being 
SOCIAL. Interaction and connection is 
key. 



About Authentic Buzz Marketing 
Authentic Buzz Marketing helps entrepreneurs and small 
business owners use social media marketing to stand out, 
be heard, build buzz and get more clients. 

Website: http://authentic-communications.com 
Facebook: http://facebook.com/AuthenticCommunications 
Twitter: @authenticbuzz 
LinkedIn: http://www.linkedin.com/in/kristinashands 
E-mail: authenticbuzz@gmail.com 
Phone: 865.556.8653 


