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Emily is our Paralegal Professor here at Brighton College. 

Emily received her JD from Sandra Day O’Conner College 

of Law and is licensed with the State Bar of Arizona. She 

has practiced both state and federal courts, along with 

serving as a special Prosecutor and practiced family and 

civil defense law. Emily has also recently had articles 

published in the NALA chronicle and Arizona Paralegal 

Association Publication.  

 

WELCOME EMILY!  

 



AGENDA 

Since the 1960’s, paralegals have played an important role in our legal system. 

But to this day, may people don’t fully understand what paralegals do, how 

they’re trained or how to become one.  

 

Today, we will discuss: 

 

•  The most common misconceptions about paralegals 

• What it means to be a paralegal 

• How to become a paralegal 



GETTING STARTED 

• There are over 277,000 paralegal and legal assistant jobs in the U.S. and 
the number of jobs needed in that professional is growing faster than most 
other professions. 

 

• The Paralegal field began because there is a great deal of legal work that 
falls into the area of procedure, which paralegals carry out. 

 

• There is a grown demand by individuals and businesses for more legal 
services at a lower cost. Paralegals are able to provide this much-needed 
service in a cost-effective manner while still enjoying working in a 
professional and respectable atmosphere.  



MISCONCEPTION #1 

Paralegals   

are lawyers 

in training. 

Paralegals have a very different skill set than lawyers, and a huge majority of paralegals have no 

intention at all of becoming a lawyer. Paralegals have very specific and unique functions in legal firms. 



MISCONCEPTION #2 

Paralegals are legal 

secretaries. 

 
• While legal secretaries serve an important 

role in the legal industry, paralegals are 

trained to handle more in-depth assignments. 

 

• Paralegals prepare legal documents using 

legal research and use legal analysis to 

examine the issue at hand. 

 

 

 

 



MISCONCEPTION #2 CONTINUED: 

• Attorneys will brainstorm with their paralegals and 

seek their advice on strategy. 

 

• Paralegals attend depositions, hearings and 

prepare trial and deposition notebooks. 

 

• Though a Paralegal cannot practice law on their 

own, their salary is much higher than that of a 

legal secretary. 



MISCONCEPTION #3 

Little training is required to become a paralegal. 
 

It is vital for a Paralegal to be educated in topics such as:  

 

• Civil procedure 

• Family law 

• Contract law 

• Torts 

• Legal research 

• Writing 

• Criminal procedure 

• The constitution  

• and more. 



MISCONCEPTION #4: 

Paralegals just do the grunt work of the 

lawyers. 
 

Paralegals play a crucial role in a law firm or business organization and they 

perform diverse tasks like: 
 

• Assisting attorneys during trials 

• Gathering info via phone 

• Establishing case files 

• Interviewing experts or witnesses 

• Carrying out investigations 

• Drafting legal documents 



MISCONCEPTION #5: 

A firm would rather hire an associate attorney 

than a paralegal. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paralegals serve many functions that an associate attorney can – such as researching and writing – 

without the concern of advancing that position to partner. 



THINKING ABOUT BECOMING A PARALEGAL? 

If you’re thinking about starting the process of 

training to become a paralegal… 
 

• Look into your education options by comparing and contrasting local and online paralegal 

programs. 

 

• Consider cost, schedule, curriculum, and mentor structures to find the best fit for you and your 

goals. 

 

• Ask questions and DO YOU RESEARCH. 



WHY CHOOSE BRIGHTON COLLEGE? 

• The Paralegal Institute @ Brighton College is an accredited online school. 

 

• Our main goal it provide quality distance learning programs to students 
seeking preparation for a career in their chosen field. 

 

• We strive to be one of today’s leading online colleges, providing students with 
high quality, innovative and accredited online college courses on in-demand 
careers and professions. 

 

• Our programs are affordable and we offer monthly installment payment plans. 



MORE INFORMATION 

www.theparalegalinstitute.edu 

 

info@theparalegalinstitute.edu 

 

800-354-1254 

http://www.theparalegalinstitute.edu/
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