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NOTE: This report is submitted for the infQrmation of the recipient only.
The report is neither for public release nor transmittal to others; in
general the reports in this series will contain information obtained not
only from USNC-IGY activities but from the wavy and other nations. Courtesy
requires our respecting the prior rights of our sources with respect to
public dissemination of information given us for our private use. Accord-.
ingly, contemplated further dissemination or publication interests should
be discussed with the USNC-IGY Secretariat.
I. U. $. OPERATIONS
Little America Station
On January 17 Little America V had nine buildings completed and seven
buildings with heat, electrical power, and plumbing. Mess facilities were
also completed. Unloading operations have been steadily hampered by the
break up of the bay ice, and on January 17 it was necessary to suspend operations to reberth the ships. By January 19 eleven buildings had been completed
and 90% of the cargo unloaded. In the next breakup of bay ice a metal bridge
over a tidal crack near the station site was lost. On January 24, 75% of the
aurora and airglow equipment, 100% of the geomagnetic equipment, 75% of the
meteorological equipment and 70% of the general IGY equipment and supplies had
been unloaded for Little America V. Eighty-five per cent of the aurora and
airgiow, 80% pf the geomagnetic, 75% of the ionospheric, 70% of the meteorological, 65% of the seismic, and 50% of the general IGY equipment for the Byrd
Station had also been unloaded at Little America. Off-loading here should be
completed shortly.
McMurdo Station.
With a change in the ice conditions in the bay a channel 30 miles long
has been cut by the Glacier. The cargo ships have been able to reach a point
within ten miles of Hut Point. The cargo has been loaded aboard the icebreakers
and carried another six miles closer to a supply dump. Tractor-drawn sleds have
moved the equipment from the dump to the station. There are 35 buildings under
construction and the fuel storage area has been levelled. The station population is now 97. By January 25, 50% of the cargo was unloaded.
Byrd Station Reconnaissance Party
The trail party that left Little America V on January 14 with seven men
and three tracked vehicles led by Lt. Comdr. J. J. Bursey was stopped 74 miles
from Little America V by a crevasse 40 miles long and 100 feet deep. The party
back-tracked ten miles and proceeded north in an attemptto turn the end of
the crevasse. With the aid of an Otter aircraft from Little America V the

party proceeded around the crevasse, and on January 21 they were 35 miles from
the Rockefeller Mountains. The most recent report placed the trail party on
the Rockefeller Plateau.
Air Operajon
The final reconnaissance flights were flown on January 14. Because of
bad weather the planes were held at McMurdo Sound until January 18, when they
departed for New Zealand. The icebreaker Eatwind acted as outstation 750 miles
north of McMurdo Sound. Twenty- . four

hours after the planes had departed high
winds and heavy swells took out most of the bay ice in the Sound.
Ship Operatio ns

The icebreaker Glacier has departed for Lyttleton, N. Z., to refuel and
pick up a fuel barge. It is expected back at McMurdo Sound on February 18.
The icebreaker Edisto has a disabled screw, which may limit the Weddell Sea and
Knox Coast reconnaissance operations.
II. OPERATIONS OF OTHER COUNTRIES
The Soviet expedition to the Queen Mary Coast has reported that a site for
the permanent coastal station Mirny has been located. Aerial reconnaissance
from the temporary station at Farr Bay discovered a site to the west behind
Helena Glacier in the area of Haswell Island. The plan of the station is reported
to have 24 buildings, a radio station, and a main Street 558 feet long. The
flagship Ob is unloading the supplies, and the Soviet party reports that they
are taking advantage of good weather to establish the station.
The C
ommonwealth Antarctic Traverse Expedition aboard the Theron has finally
broken free from the ice pack in the Weddell Sea and is on its way towards Duke
Ernst Bay after spending 25 days trapped in the ice. The British net layer
otector assisted the Theron by supplying a helicopter to scout the floes ahead
of the ship and an escape route was finally discovered.
The motor vessel Kista Dan has arrived at the Australian station at Mawson
with the relief party for the coming year, while the personnel of the station
continued to establish their cache at the foot of the Prince Charles Mountains,
200 miles south of Mawson, named by a traverse party under the leadership of
John Bechervaise. This cache will be used by field parties during the IGY. The
Australian team has also climbed several unexplored peaks in the Casey Range.
The Japanese ship Kinjo Maru with the reconnaissance expedition for the
proposed Japanese station on the Prince Harald Coast has made radio contact with
the Australians at Mawson. The Japanese plan to send a 30-man expedition to this
site in November, 1956, with a second party following a year later. From this
camp the Japanese party plans to make a traverse to a point one-third the way to
the Pole, about 275 miles, and return over the 13,000-foot mountains of Queen Maud
Land. The r
econditioned lighthouse ship Sova Maru, which will transport this
party, will carry helicopters, two light aircraft, laboratory equipment, and
supplies, which include plastic houses and 40-pound sleds reported to carry four
tons.
Further activity by the Chilean Government has been reported, by the Norwegian press, in the Palmer Peninsula area with the landing of a small party on
Peter
I Island. The party may plan to establish a meteorological station on the
island.
The Spanish Gvarnnnt is raport.ed
to be interested in manning this site
later on.

