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Vol. 45	Biology of the Antarctic Seas XVII
1986 Louis S. Kornicker, editor

(forth-
coming)

Vol. 43	Oceanology of the Antarctic Continental Shelf
1985 Stanley S. Jacobs, editor

Vol. 44	Geological Investigations in Northern Victoria Land
1986 Edmund Stump, editor

(forth-
coming)

Who is interested in Current Antarctic
Literature?

C. T. THURONYI

Science and Technology Division
Library of Congress

Washington, D.C. 20540

The Antarctic Bibliography Project staff at the Library of
Congress provides continuing information on journal articles,
books, technical reports, and other types of documents in the
form of citations, abstracts, and indexes. Current awareness is
served by the monthly bulletin Current Antarctic Literature (CAL)
and retrospective searching by the Antarctic Bibliography, which
cumulates CAL into a single volume every 18 months.

The Antarctic Bibliography is available for purchase from the
Government Printing Office, while CAL is distributed free of
charge to individuals or institutions involved in antarctic re-
search, after approval by the Division of Polar Programs, Na-
tional Science Foundation.

The CAL mailing list has grown steadily over the years and is
now approaching 800 recipients. This relatively large number,
for such a specialized publication, suggests that a structural
analysis of the list is warranted.

First, the distribution of recipients by country was deter-
mined. Not surprisingly, 518 out of 770 recipients, or 67 percent,
are in the United States. The foreign recipients are distributed
as shown in table 1.

It must be borne in mind, that CAL is more actively promoted
in the United States than elsewhere, because participants in the
U.S. Antarctic Program are encouraged at their annual briefings
to request that their names be added to the mailing list, result-
ing in a significant increase in U.S. mailings on those occasions,
not paralleled by similar increases in foreign mailings.

No additional breakdown of the statistics for foreign coun-
tries was found necessary, because the numbers for any one
country are relatively small. For domestic destinations,
however, some further breakdown was believed to be of
interest.

Of the 518 recipients in the United States, 432 are individuals
(most of them associated with an institution) and 86 are institu-
tional addresses without designation of an individual recipient
(for the most part libraries). This is in keeping with our dis-

semination policy—derived from the very nature of CAL, a
current awareness bulletin—to place the monthly issues di-
rectly into the hands of the research scientist.

Another count showed that 322 copies of CAL go to univer-
sities (272 designated individuals associated with universities
and 50 libraries or departments), 82 to government agencies (60
individuals and 22 institutional designations), 59 to private
(commercial or nonprofit) organizations (45 individual and 14

Table 1. Foreign recipients of Current Antarctic Literature

Country	 Number of	copies

Australia
	 32

Canada
	 30

United Kingdom
	 30

New Zealand
	

22
France	 14

Chile	 12
Federal Republic of Germany

	 11
Japan
	 11

Norway
	 11

Argentina	 10

Brazil
	

9
South Africa
	 9

The Netherlands
	 8

German Democratic Republic
	 6

India
	 6

Italy	 4
China
	 3

USSR
	

3
Austria
	 2

Denmark
	

2

Finland
Qatar
Spain
Sweden
Belgium

Iceland
Israel
Monaco
Peru
Poland

Portugal
Uruguay
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institutional), and 55 to scientists or researchers whose affilia-
tions could not be determined at this time.

Another feature investigated is the institutional clustering of
antarctic researchers, i.e., the number of copies of CAL received
by individuals (or libraries, etc.) associated with the same in-
stitution. The count was performed separately for universities,
government agencies and private organizations. For purposes
of this count, branches of an organization, situated in different
locations, were taken as separate institutions; for example, the
U.S. Geological Survey at Reston and at Menlo Park, or the State
University of New York at Binghamton and at Syracuse, were
each counted separately. (Table 2 lists the distributions.) In all
three categories, 144 out of 220 institutions (65.5 percent) re-
ceive a single copy, 53 (24 percent) receive 2-4 copies, and 23
(10.5 percent) receive 5 or more copies.

From these figures it is reasonable to conclude that CAL
recipients are widely distributed institutionally. Clustering oc-
curs primarily in universities and, to a lesser extent, in govern-
ment agencies.

It has been suggested that the cost of printing and mailing
CAL could be reduced by limiting the number of copies allowed
for each institution and demanding that users working at the
same institution share one common copy. In view of the above
statistics, it would appear that the moderate savings that could
be realized would not justify the inconvenience associated with
such an arrangement.

To conclude this analysis, it should be mentioned that the
above figures reflect the number of recipients of CAL, not the
number of individuals having access to it. In a 1973 user survey
the question was asked of CAL recipients: "How many persons
use your copy?" According to the responses, 118 copies of CAL
were used by 935 persons. While it would be somewhat less
than rigorous statistical exercise to conclude, by extrapolation,
that the 770 copies currently mailed out are used by 6,753
individuals, it is nevertheless safe to assert, that many of the
copies are put to multiple use (by students, library patrons,
etc.). Moreover, the mailing list is periodically revised (with the

Table 2. Institutional clustering of antarctic researchers

Number of institutions	 Number of copies

124 universities receive 322 copies distributed as follows:
1	 21
1	 13
6	 9
2	 7
2	 6

7	 5
9	 4

12	 3
17	 2
67	 1

43 government agencies receive 82 copies distributed as follows:
1	 8
1	 7
2	 6
2	 4
2	 3

6	 2
29	 1

53 private organizations receive 59 copies distributed as follows:
1	 3
4	 2

48	 1

use of positive-response cards) to assure that recipients who,
for any reason, no longer wish to be alerted to current antarctic
publications, do not continue to receive copies they do not use.
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Ellsworth Mountains geology in a
reference volume—Progress

in 1985-1986
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J.F. SPLETTSTOESSER

Minnesota Geological Survey
University of Minnesota

St. Paul, Minnesota 55114

Much of the past year was engaged in continued coordination
of the production of a volume on the geology and paleontology

of the Ellsworth Mountains. Preparation, peer review, and revi-
sion of manuscripts continued into early 1986. Final versions of
all 24 chapters planned for the volume are expected to be com-
pleted by the authors by the end of 1986 and submitted by the
editors, G.F. Webers, C. Craddock, and J.R. Splettstoesster, to
the Geological Society of America (GSA) shortly afterward. The
volume is scheduled for publication as a memoir. A highlight of
the volume will be the colored geologic map (scale 1:250,000) of
the entire range, which has been printed in one sheet by
Williams and Heintz Map Corporation. The map is also avail-
able separately as GSA Map and Chart MC-57.

Some of the rock and fossil material will continue to be stud-
ied by many of the investigators who participated in the
1979-1980 field season under the direction of G.F. Webers and
also by other specialists. As with any regional geologic evalua-
tion, further field studies are needed to refine some of the
remaining gaps in the geology. Additional sampling of fossil
faunas is of particular importance, and further studies of the
structure, sedimentology, stratigraphy, and paleomagentics are
needed to establish with certainty the relationship between the
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