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In the course of its year-to-year coverage of the world's ant-
arctic literature, the Cold Regions Bibliography staff became
aware of a recent multiplication of writings about legal and
political aspects of antarctic activities. A quantitative approach
was taken to the validity of this perception, as a follow-up (with
a slightly different subject selection) to a similar study reported
earlier [Antarctic Journal of the U.S., 18(5), 297-298, 19831. Papers
dealing with international law, territorial claims, regulations,
etc., are cited in Section M (Political Geography) of the Antarctic
Bibliography/Current Antarctic Literature. All such citations (and a
few in Section A, General in the case of conference proceedings)
were counted by date of publication, starting with the year 1951
and continuing through 1986. Results of the tally are shown in
the figure. Because the number for 1986 (and to some extent
1985) must be considered incomplete at this point, an extrapo-
lated number is also shown (see dotted curve).

The graph opens up the way to some more or less speculative
interpretation. There is minimal activity in 1951-1955. Interest
seems to rise during the 4 years leading up to the signing of the
Antarctic Treaty in December 1959 and a definite peak (but
mostly of repetitive, nonanalytical literature) occurs in 1960,
immediately after the signing. A decade or more of lower level
activity follows (although it should be mentioned that a number
of high-quality writings may be credited to these years) as
antarctic activities prosper under the Antarctic Treaty regime
without notable controversy. A large increase takes place in
1974-1978, as attention is directed toward such topics as the law
of the sea, the minerals regime, the antarctic living marine
resources, the U.S. Antarctic Conservation Act, the Falklands
war, etc. Numbers fall off during 1979-1981, partly due to a
policy change whereby political and military questions con-
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nected with the Falkland Islands are no longer covered in the
Antarctic Bibliography.

The Antarctic Treaty took effect on 1 December 1961 with the
provision that "if after expiration of 30 years . . . any of the
Contracting Parties . . . so request . . . a conference of all the
Contracting Parties shall be held . . . to review the operation of
the Treaty." With the end of the 30-year period approaching,
interest in the possibility of a revision became manifest. In
December 1983 the Secretary-General of the United Nations
was asked to prepare a study on all aspects of Antarctica. The
Secretary-General's report was published in 1984. In January
1985 a conference was held at Beardmore Glacier South Camp,
Antarctica, with the participation of 57 individuals from 25
countries within or outside the Antarctic Treaty System. These
events were accompanied by the most significant upsurge yet of
literature dealing with legal and political problems of Ant-
arctica, which does not appear to show signs of slackening as of
1986.

To allow a little more than a purely quantitative appreciation
of the literature surveyed, a few examples of the more signifi-
cant recent works are listed below.

Conference Proceedings

Chilt's antarctic policy. 1984. F. Orrego Vicuña, ci al. (Eds.). Santiago de
Chile, Universidad de Chile. (Antarctic Bibliography, Vol. 14.)
(M-31344)

Antarctic challenge: Conflicting interests, cooperation, environinen to! protec-
tion, economic development. 1984. R. Wolfrum, et al. (Eds.). Berlin:
Duncker und Humblot. (14M-30439)

Antarctic Treaty System: An assessment. 1986. Proceedings of a workshop
held at Beardmore Glacier South Camp, Antarctica, 7-13 January
1985. Washington, D.C.: National Academy of Sciences Press.
(15A-33328)

Antarctic politics and marine resources: Critical choices for the 1980c. 1985.
L.M. Alexander, et al. (Eds.) Kingston: University of Rhode Island.
(14A-32217)

Australia, Britain and Antarctica. 1986. T.B. Millar (Ed.). London: Univer-
sity of London, Australian Studies Centre. (14M-35143)

Growing focus on Antarctica. 1986. R.C. Sharma (Ed.). Delhi: Rajesh.
(15A-34132)

Major essays or monographs

Almond, H.H. 1985. Demilitarization and arms control: Antarctica. Case
Western Reserve Journal of International Law, 17(2), 229-284. (15M-32028)

Beck, P.J. 1986. The international politics of Antarctica. New York: St.
Martin's Press. (16M-35213)

Boczek, B.A. 1984. The Soviet Union and the Antarctic Treaty. American
Journal of International Law, 78(4), 834-858. (15M-31939)

Cornell International Law Journal. 1986. (Eight essays on antarctic law
and politics), 19(2), 155-300. (16M-34880/87)

Myhre, J.D. 1986. The Antarctic Treaty System: Politics, law and diplomacy.
Boulder: Westview Press. (16M-35204)

Parriott, T.J. 1986. Territorial claims in Antarctica: Will the United States
be left in the cold? Stanford Journal of International Law, 22(1), 67-121.
(16M-35239)

Peterson, M.J. 1986. Antarctic implications of the new Law of the Sea.
Ocean Development and International Law, 16(2), 137-181. (15M-34448)

Quigg, P.W. 1985. Antarctica, the continuing experiment. New York: For-
eign Policy Association. (15M-32825)

Triggs, G. 1985. The Antarctic Treaty Regime: A workable compromise
or a "purgatory of ambiguity"? Case Western Reserve Journal of Interna-
tional Law, 17(2), 195-228. (15M-32027)

United Nations. 1984. Question of Antarctica: Study of the Secretary-Gener-
al. United Nations Document A/39/583 (Parts I and II). (14M-31062)
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Westermeyer, W.E. 1984. The politics of mineral resource development
in Antarctica: Alternative regimes for the future. Boulder: Westview
Press. (14M-29259)

Wolfrum, R. 1984. Internationalization of common space outside national
I urisdiction. Development of an international administration for Antarctica,
outer space, high seas and seabed. Berlin: Springer. (14M-31725)

It is interesting to note that many of the above major studies emanate
from universities; some others are books issued by major publishers
and destined for a wider reading public, reflecting a broad interest in
the future of Antarctica. The next few years should bring international
decisions and agreements favorably influenced, it is hoped, by some of
the thoughts expressed in these extensive writings.
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The Antarctic Research Series is a book series designed to serve
scientists and graduate students actively engaged in antarctic or
closely related research and others versed in the biological or
physical sciences. It provides a continuing, authoritative medi-
um for the publication of extensive and detailed reports on
antarctic research that are too lengthy or comprehensive for
inclusion in standard disciplinary journals. The series has been
published by the American Geophysical Union since 1963 with
continuing grant support from the National Science Foundation
(currently grant DPP 85-20816).

The series is designed to complement antarctic field work,
much of which is in cooperative, interdisciplinary projects. The
series encourages the collection of papers on specific geograph-
ic areas. Many volumes focus on particular disciplines.

The Antarctic Research Series has provided for rapid publica-
tion both through hardbound volumes and through soft-cover
minibooks (each assigned to a thematic volume) that allow
papers to be published as they are completed or as results
become available. Generally, several volumes are in production
simultaneously.

Work in six volumes was published in 1986 and 1987.
Volume 36, Geology of the Central Transantarctic Mountains, is

edited by Mort D. Turner and John F. Splettstoesser. Papers 14
and 15 (by Barrett, Elliot, and Lindsay and by Wade and Cathey,
respectively) were published in 1986 and complete the volume.
Papers by Wade and Cathey include studies of some of the
oldest rocks in the Transantarctic Mountains, those below the
Paleozoic rocks of the Beacon Supergroup. Studies of younger
rocks, and also of current recent glacial events, are included in
the other papers published in this volume in 1986.

Volumes 41, 44, 45, and 47 (Biology of the Antarctic Seas XV1,
XVII, XVIII, and XIX, edited by Louis S. Kornicker) comprise
biological studies of antarctic and subantarctic protozoans (Ra-
diolaria), sea anemones (Coelenterata), jelly fish (Scyphozoa),
brittle stars (Echinodermata), pelagic shrimps (Crustacea),
copepods, isopods (Tanaidacea), fish (Zoarcidae), and marine
birds.

Volume 46 (Geological Investigations in Northern Victoria Land,
edited by Edmund Stump) comprises 18 articles, including
contributions from geologists in New Zealand, Australia, and
the U.S. The volume summarizes results of participants in the
1981-1982 International Northern Victoria Land Project.

The Board of Associate Editors for the Antarctic Research Series
sets priorities for publications and works with the editors of

each volume to ensure that the objectives of the series are met,
that the best possible papers are presented, and that publication
is achieved in a timely manner.

All papers in the series are subject to peer review. After
scientific review and revision are complete, papers are checked
by the American Geophysical Union copy editor for style, con-
sistency, and general publications requirements. After the au-
thor has confirmed that changes made by the copy editor are
satisfactory, the paper is typed to American Geophysical Union
specifications. Authors who have access to electric typewriters
or to word-processing equipment are urged to undertake the
preparation of the final typescript. Special rates for reprints are
available for authors who provide final typescript to American
Geophysical Union specifications.

Individuals wishing to develop a thematic volume for the
Antarctic Research Series must prepare a proposal for review by
the Board of Associate Editors. Authors of individual papers

Antarctic Research Series Publications, 1986-1987

Volume	 Title

Vol. 36	Geology of the Central Transantarctic Mountains
Mort D. Turner and John F Splettstoesser, editors

1986 Paper 14. The Beacon Supergroup (Devonian-
Triassic) and Ferrar Group (Jurassic) in the
Beardmore Glacier Area, Antarctica
PJ. Barrett, David H. Elliot, and John F Lindsay

1986	 Paper 15. Geology of the Basement Complex, West-
ern Queen Maud Mountains, Antarctica
F Alton Wade and Carl A. Cathey

Vol. 41	Biology of the Antarctic Seas XVI
Louis S. Kornicker, editor

1986 Paper 3. Pelagic Scyphomedusae (Scyphozoa: Coro-
natae and Semaeostomeae) of the Southern Ocean
Ronald J. Larson

1986	 Paper 4. Further Studies on the Phaeodaria (Pro-
tozoa: Radiolaria) of the Antarctic Seas
John Francisco Tibbs and Sally Deck Tibbs

Vol. 44	Biology of the Antarctic Seas XVII
1986	 Louis S. Kornicker, editor
Vol. 45	Biology of the Antarctic Seas XVIII
1986	 Louis S. Kornicker, editor
Vol. 46	Geological Investigations in Northern Victoria Land
1986	 Edmund Stump, editor
Vol. 47	Biology of the Antarctic Seas XIX
(forthcoming)	Louis S. Kornicker, editor
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