
Priorities for publication are set by the Board of Associate
Editors. Preference is given to research projects funded by
U.S. agencies, long manuscripts, and manuscripts which are
not readily publishable elsewhere in journals that reach a suit-
able reading audience. The series serves to emphasize the U.S.
Antarctic Research Program, thus performing much the same
function as the more formal expedition reports of most of the
other countries with national Antarctic research programs.

The standards of scientific excellence expected for the series
are maintained by the review criteria established for the AGU
publications program. The Board of Associate Editors works
with the individual editors of each volume to assure that the
objectives of the series are met and that the best possible
papers are presented, and that publication is achieved in a
timely manner. Each paper is critically reviewed by two or
more expert referees.

The format of the series, which breaks with the traditional
hard-cover book design, provides for rapid publication as the
results become available, while still maintaining identification
with specific topical volumes. Approved manuscripts are
assigned to a volume according to the subject matter covered;
the individual manuscript (or group of short manuscripts) is
produced as a soft cover "minibook" as soon as it is ready.
Each minibook is numbered as part of a specific volume. When

the last paper in a volume is released, the appropriate title
pages, table of contents, and other prefactory matter are
printed and sent to those who have standing orders to the
series. The minibook series is more useful to researchers, and
more satisfying to authors, than a volume that could be delayed
for years waiting for all the papers to be assembled. The Board
of Associate Editors can publish an entire volume at one time
in hard cover when availability of all manuscripts within a
short time can be guaranteed.

The current Board members are Charles R. Bentley (chair-
man), Robert H. Eather, David H. Elliot, Dennis E. Hayes,
Louis S. Kornicker, Hans H. Lettau, and Bruce Parker. The
Board has approved three new volumes—Ross Ice Shelf: Gla-
ciology and Geophysics; Biology of the Antarctic Seas XII; and
Volcanic Atlas of Antarctica. Eight other volumes are currently
in production.

In an effort to lower the costs of publication, future volumes
will be printed from typescript. Authors who have access to
word processing equipment will be able to prepare the final
typescript. Copy-editing support will continue to be provided
for all manuscripts.

Publication of the Antarctic Research Series has been sup-
ported by National Science Foundation grant DPP 77-21859.

Support operations of ITT/Antarctic
Services, Inc.

RODNEY E. GRAY

Antarctic Services, Inc.
Paramus, New Jersey 07652

ITT/Antarctic Services, Inc. (ANs) began providing special-
ized support services for the United States Antarctic Research
Program (usiu) on 1 April 1980. During the 1980-81 season,
ANS arranged for deployment of 234 employees and more than
260 National Science Foundation (NSF) grantees to Antarctica
for 77 science projects. This number includes projects at the
main support base at McMurdo Station and at Siple and South
Pole Stations, numerous field camps, and Palmer Station in
the Antarctic Peninsula; also included are projects conducted
from p.iv Hero and R/v Melville and from icebreakers.

During the winter fly-in period, ANS personnel (appro
mately 65 employees) provided support to five active science
projects, completed preseason conditioning of USARP facilities
at McMurdo Station and Williams Field, and launched a con-
struction program. Approximately 50 percent of the employees
had worked in Antarctica previously.

McMurdo Station. A number of construction projects were
completed at McMurdo Station, including three 50-bed dor-
mitories (figure 1), the first phase of a primary power plant
(figure 2), a three-building scientific observation complex at
White Island, and an addition to the aquarium building. In

addition, the Eklund Biological Center was completely rewired
for electricity, and a "clean room" was constructed at the sat-
ellite tracking facility.

McMurdo was the focal point for direct science support
during the summer season. The Eklund Biological Center sup-
ported 13 biology, microbiology, and biochemistry projects.
The Berg Field Center outfitted 38 field parties. The Thiel Earth
Science Laboratory assisted some 22 geology, glaciology, and
upper atmosphere science teams.

Figure 1. New dormitory at McMurdo Station.
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Figure 2. Primary power plant in construction.

ANS logistics procured and shipped over 300,000 pounds of
air cargo and over 200,000 pounds of ship cargo. Approxi-
mately 18,000 feet of aircraft skiway at Williams Field and more
than 5 miles of compacted snow roads were maintained.

Summer activities at McMurdo ended on 19 February 1981.
Siple Station. Despite severe weather early in the season, a

summer camp living complex and rocket-balloon launch facil-
ities were erected at Siple Station. Approximately 55 ANS and
NSF grantee personnel were supported at the peak of Siple

activity. Upon conclusion of the rocket-balloon project, the
station was shut down (on 29 January 1981).

Amundsen-Scott South Pole Station. At South Pole Station,
ANS constructed and erected prefabricated modules for the new
summer/emergency camp, erected a 52-foot berthing James-
way, constructed and positioned a telescope complex to
include a 30-kilowatt generator and berthing wannagan,
recovered a tiltmeter, and constructed a generator module and
drill platform in support of ongoing science projects. A "clean
room" was constructed on the bottom floor of the Skylab, and
a new snow melter was installed late in the season. In the 98
days that South Pole remained open, all proposed station proj-
ects were completed. Austral summer operations concluded
on 9 February 1981.

Palmer Station. Palmer Station's annual resupply and crew
turnover was effected via USCGC Polar Star and RlvHero rather
than RSS Bransfield as in the past. Cargo was loaded aboard
Polar Star at Port Hueneme, California, and personnel boarded
in Valparaiso, Chile. During the 1980-81 season, the water
desalination plant at Palmer was rebuilt and generator number
2 was completely overhauled.

Ship operations. In June 1980, R/vHero received its first major
overhaul in 7 years. Engines and ancilliary equipment were
completely rebuilt, large sections of the hull were replaced due
to worm infestation, decks were recaulked, and the galley and
living quarters were refurbished and outfitted. Hero departed
Long Beach in November, but due to unanticipated delays the
science cruise schedule was reduced and only two voyages
were completed between Ushuaia and Palmer Station.

These activities were supported by National Science Foun-
dation contract DPP 80-03801.

Detachment Christchurch,
1980-1981 season

DANIEL J . GUZMAN

U.S. Naval Support Force, Antarctica
Detachment Christchurch

Christchurch, New Zealand

U.S. Naval Support Force, Antarctica, Detachment Christ-
church, is a vital link in the logistical chain between the United
States and McMurdo Station in support of the U.S. Antarctic
Research Program. Base facilities are located on 86.3 acres
adjacent to Christchurch International Airport. Approximately
47 U.S. Navy personnel and 25 U.S. and New Zealand civilians
operated the base during the 1980-81 season, under the com-
mand of CDR Ronald L. Chrans. They processed supplies and
passengers bound for Antarctica and maintained the complex
of 81 buildings and structures that house, feed, and otherwise
support "seasonal" personnel on their way to and from Ant-
arctica.

The year-round detachment team comprises the following
departments: Naval Communications, Supply, Air, Transpor-
tation (from the Army's 16th Transportation Detachment), and
the U.S. Air Force's 619 Military Airlift Support Squadron,
Operating Location Delta. The National Science Foundation
also maintains (under contract) a small force of personnel and
a clothing warehouse at the base.

During the summer season, Detachment Christchurch is
augmented by personnel from Commander Naval Support
Force, Antarctica, Antarctic Development Squadron Six, the
Royal New Zealand Air Force, and the New Zealand Army. A
team of food service workers is contracted by the Navy to assist
in the galley.

The size of Detachment Christchurch's operations during
the 1980-81 season is reflected in the following figures: a total
of 176,250 recorded messages were handled, and more than
1,100 high-frequency voice conferences were provided; the
post office handled nearly 200,000 pounds of mail; and approx-
imately 1,300 personnel were issued cold weather gear for use
in Antarctica.
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