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The U.S. Navy Antarctic Development Squadron Six
(VXE-6), assigned to provide airlift support for the U.S. antarc-
tic program, began its 27th season with the "winter fly-in"
(WINFLY) on 19 August 1981 when three LC-130 aircraft departed
their home station in California for Christchurch, New Zealand.
Enroute it was learned that fuel at American Samoa was con-
taminated, necessitating an alternate refueling stop between
Hawaii and New Zealand. Fiji was selected as an alternate, and
aircraft were serviced with minimal delay and proceeded to
Christchurch.

The first three turnaround flights from Christchurch to
McMurdo Station were flown on 24 August. Two additional
flights were flown on the 25th, and the final flight took place on
the 26th. Good weather and the superior efforts of all personnel
enabled the accomplishment of all six turnaround flights in a
record 3 days, making this a highly successful WINFLY.

The Navy's summer support season began 12 October 1981
when six ski-equipped LC-130 Hercules aircraft departed Cal-
ifornia for Christchurch, New Zealand. During the transit, one
specially modified LC-130 conducted air sampling for Wash-
ington State University. Following 4 days of intensive prepara-
tory maintenance for polar operations, the Hercules aircraft
flew to McMurdo on 19 October. Prior to their arrival, four
UH-1N Iroquis helicopters stored for the winter had been de-
winterized and had begun local training missions. LC-130 train-
ing flights began on 20 October, and UH-IN science support
operations began in the McMurdo area on 21 October 1981. Two
days later, Vanda Station in the dry valleys was opened by
UH-1N's and the initial put-in to the remote northern Victoria
Land camp was accomplished by the LC-130's.

On 5 November, three UH-1N helicopters, led by an LC-130,
departed McMurdo for the 600-kilometer flight north, over
mountainous terrain, to the northern Victoria Land camp.
These helicopters remained detached to the remote camp
throughout the season, while the LC-130's continued to provide
routine logistic support. In December one helicopter crashed
and was grounded for the rest of the summer. There were no
injuries, and science support was affected only temporarily.

During the next 2 weeks, Byrd surface camp, South Pole
Station, and Siple Station were opened for the season. The

skiway at Siple was particularly rough, and this contributed to
mechanical problems for the opening flight. It was repaired
with the assistance of a crew brought in on a special mainte-
nance support flight.

The season's only flight to Australia's Casey Station took place
on 7 November. The LC-130 delivered needed supplies and
personnel despite a rough skiway. After the visit, the aircraft
flew over the Totten and Vanderford Glaciers, an area of Ant-
arctica over which squadron aircraft rarely operate.

Dome C was opened on 20 November 1981. Soft snow necessi-
tated jet-assisted takeoff for the aircraft's departure. It was also
found that 2,420 meters was insufficient length for the skiway,
and the problem was subsequently corrected by lengthening
the skiway to 3,500 meters.

After the initial put-in at Siple, poor weather precluded any
flights to the station until 6 December, at which time an all-out
effort was begun to fill the winter diesel fuel requirements.

Once all outlying facilities were opened, VXE-6 Hercules and
helicopters worked at their usual pace to provide a full range of
logistical and scientific support. Operations went smoothly
with the cooperation of unusually fine weather. In early Decem-
ber, several helicopters were grounded for 6 days after the
discovery, during routine inspection, of cracks in the transmis-
sion area. Air New Zealand assisted to make expeditious re-
pairs. Despite this minor delay, support continued on schedule.
LC-130 aircraft transported fuel, cargo, and personnel to the
various stations, and helicopters provided local science support
in the McMurdo area, the Allan Hills, and the dry valleys.
UH-1N helicopters were instrumental in the success of field
parties at northern Victoria Land camp, flying more than 600
hours in support of approximately 55 scientists and field
workers.

A tragedy brought squadron aircraft to the rescue. In late
season a West German research ship, the Gotlund II, became
trapped in sea ice and began to be crushed. An LC-130 airdrop-
ped pumps to the stricken vessel, but the ship could not be
saved and its crew was evacuated to northern Victoria Land
camp. Hercules aircraft assisted by transporting the weary crew
to McMurdo and later to Christchurch.

The final helicopter flights were flown on 4 February. South
Pole Station was the last outlying station to be closed out by an
LC-130, on 10 February. Summer close-out of McMurdo on 20
February completed flight operations for Deep Freeze 82. Al-
together, squadron aircraft had transported 2,252 passengers,
2.8 million pounds of cargo, and 463,000 pounds of fuel prod-
ucts during the season. All operational commitments were met
ahead of schedule, in fewer than the allotted flight hours;
UH-1N helicopters flew 1,541 of 1,611 available hours, and
LC430 aircraft 3,539 of 3,842 budgeted hours.

On 22 February, VXE-6 personnel arrived home in California,
having proudly completed another very successful season.

264	 Arj-rcrnc JOURNAL




