
of introducing the knowledge of non-European peoples to the
culture of Europe. This was manifest, too, in the international
agreements with regard to the new lands, none of which could
appeal to traditional notions of conquest and colonization but
had to develop the basis for some different global regime.

The geography of the third age, however, was qualitatively
new, and it was accompanied by a qualitative leap in the
character of exploration. The ICY brought "Big Science" to explo-
ration. The consequences were most pronounced, naturally, in

the earth sciences. But there was a metaphysical as well as a
geophysical reformation. The third age occurred within the
context of modernism, of the chance universe, of a shattered
historicism—all of which are reflected in contemporary theories
about the Earth. The landscape aesthetics of the third age be-
long with the canons of abstract and minimalist art rather than
with the landscape tradition that recorded the second age.
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