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Although vagrants are infrequent south of the
Antarctic Convergence, a number of species—
especially herons, waterfowl, and Northern-
Hemisphere migratory shorebirds - have been
recorded (Watson 1975). The senior author col-
lected a male red phalarope (Phalaro pus
fulicarius) on the shore of a small freshwater
pond on Humble Island, one of the small islands
in the vicinity of Palmer Station, Anvers Island
(64 046'S. 64 003'W.) on 12 January 1970. It was
not surprising to find a vagrant phalarope in
Antarctica. This pelagic shorebird that breeds
north of 60°N. is able to swim and regularly oc-
curs as a migrant at sea south to the latitude of
central Chile, Patagonia, and the Falkland
Islands (Islas Malvinas). It was noteworthy,
however, that the bird was in alternate
(breeding) plumage and had enlarged gonads in
January when it should have been in dull basic
(eclipse, or winter) plumage.

The red phalarope normally begins molting its
chestnut alternate plumage on the breeding
grounds in late summer. The molt of the head
and body into gray and white basic plumage is
completed on the wintering grounds, and the
wings and tail are also molted mostly in
November. A prealternate molt of the body and
the tail (but not the wings) takes place on the
wintering grounds in March to May and birds ar-
rive again on the breeding grounds in June in
chestnut alternate plumage.

The Humble Island bird had apparently failed
to molt in the fall. The specimen (USNM 526211)
is in worn and faded chestnut body plumage with
scattered white feathers on the breast (a
characteristic of breeding male phalaropes that
are less brightly colored than their mates and
assume most reproductive responsibilities). There
is a little body molt on the rump, but wings and

tail are worn and had not been molted recently.
The testes were enlarged (left 7.5 x 5 millimeters,
right 7.5 x 7 millimeters) and the bill was bright
yellow with a little black at the tip. The failure to
assume basic plumage, the retention of bright
bill color, and the enlarged gonads in January in-
dicate a physiological malfunction that also may
have disoriented the bird and have led to its ap-
pearance far south of its normal winter range.

The only other record of a phalarope in Ant-
arctica was a Wilson's phalarope (Stegano pus
tricolor), a less pelagic species, at Fossil Bluff,
Alexander Island, on 13 October 1968 (Conroy
1971).
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In early 1975, 61 water samples were collected
from aboard USCGC Glacier for tritium analysis at
the La Jolla (California) Tritium Laboratory.
These samples were collected in conjunction with
the 1975 International Weddell Sea Ocean-
ographic Expedition. Most sampling was in the
Weddell Sea and concentrated on studying the
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