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The Dry Valley Drilling Project on Hut Point Peninsula, Ant-
arctica, penetrated and retrieved the core of a 43.77-meter thick
basanite flow from the second bore hole at a depth of 101
meters. Thirty-eight samples chosen at regular intervals of this
core were examined. This basalt contains olivine crystals dis-
persed abundantly throughout the flow. The 100 magnesium

(magnesium plus iron) ratio of olivine in the matrix varies less
than 2 percent from a mean composition of 70 percent forsterite
and 30 percent fayalite, whereas all other olivine crystals are
variably zoned, showing a whole range of composition from
Fo89 to 75 percent forsterite near the core, and from 70 to 80
percent forsterite at the rim. Most crystals also display strain
shadows and kink bands.

An olivine nodule associated with a deep red spinel and
minor amounts of phiogopite was traversed by an electron
microprobe which indicated a constant composition of Fo852 for
all the grains in the central portion of the nodule, but on each
side of this portion, olivine crystals become progressively more
iron-rich until the surrounding host basanite is reached where
all the grains have a unique composition of 74.6 percent for-
sterite. This seems to indicate that all olivine except the minute
crystals in the matrix are xenocrysts derived from a mechanical
disintegration and subsequent continued reaction in the mag-
ma of olivine nodules previously equilibrated in the Earth's
mantle. The presence of residual magnesium rich olivine
xenocrysts implies either a rapid ascent of magma to the sur-
face, or that they had been prevented from reacting with the
melt inside large xenoliths which disintegrated at a later stage
under higher temperature conditions shortly before or during
eruption.

Geophysical studies on Mount Erebus
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Three Japanese scientists visited McMurdo Station for the
International Mount Erebus Seismic Studies (IMESS) during the
1983-1984 field season. The Japanese participants were K. Ka-
minuma of National Institute of Polar Research, S. Ueki of
Tohoku University, and E. Koyama of Earthquake Research
Institute, University of Tokyo. They conducted three research
programs while staying at McMurdo Station from 11 November
1983 to 16 January 1984.

Seismic observations by the telemetry network. This is the main
program of the IMESS. The telemetry network with five seismic
stations has been established by the U.S. party on the summit
and the flank of Mount Erebus since 1980, and the Japanese
party has installed the recording system for the seismic network
at Scott Base (Takanami et al. 1983-a, 1983-b; Shibuya et al. 1983).
The Japanese party played back seismic magnetic tapes to make
seismograms to be distributed to the U.S. and New Zealand
participants during their stay at McMurdo.

Figure 1 shows the daily number of volcanic earthquakes
occurring in and around Mount Erebus, counted at Abbott Peak
station, and the plume activity observed at Scott Base from 2
October 1983 to 2 January 1984. The plume activity was classi-
fied by sight into the following three stages as illustrated in the
right side of the upper part of figure 1; (1) no plume was
observed, (2) plume was observed only around the summit, and

(3) huge plume was observed. The columns and the hatched
columns in the figure indicate the daily number of earthquakes
of which maximum amplitudes are larger than 2 millimeters
and 20 millimeters, respectively, on the played-back seis-
mograms. The arrows at the top of columns show that the exact
number of events could not be counted because of high micro-
seismic activity. The mean number of earthquakes per day was
67, and the mean number of earthquakes with the maximum
amplitude larger than 20 millimeters was seven events. We also
looked for any new relationship between the seismic activity
and the plume activity during the period.

It seems that the seismic activity of both tectonic and volcanic
earthquakes in Ross Island during this period is of a steady state
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Figure 1. Daily number of earthquakes recorded at Abbott Peak and
plume activity observed at Amundsen-Scott Base from 2 October
1983 to 2 January 1984. ("mm" denotes millimeter.)
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