
Requests that newly mapped features be assigned
original names were received and processed. Names
were approved for five new Geological Survey maps
of Marie Byrd Land at the scale of 1:250,000. The
names of two ships, USCGC Southwind and R/V
Hero, were approved as proposed by ships' personnel
for a passage navigated by the former and an inlet
frequented by the latter. On the request of the
American Geographical Society, ACAN applied
names for salient features along Caird Coast and
Princess Martha Coast as depicted on an original
map compiled from U.S. Navy aerial photography.
Other names were approved as requested by authors
of USARP reports whose accounts of field activities
required reference to new geographic entities.

ACAN continued its cooperation with antarctic
place-name committees in other countries, and dur-
ing the year approved names applied by Australian,
German, Japanese, Norwegian, Swedish, Soviet, and
British expeditions. One ACAN member, Herman R.
Friis, spent the 1969-1970 austral summer with the
11th Japanese Antarctic Research Expedition as U.S.
Exchange Scientist.

The Geographic Names Division supplied names
information to the Naval Oceanographic Office, the
Aeronautical Chart and Information Center, several
agencies and universities taking part in USARP
programs, the American Geophysical Union, the
American Geographical Society, publishers of atlases
and encyclopedias, news media, and the public at
large. Hundreds of inquiries were received and an-
swered, a few entailing considerable research but
most answerable from information already in Geo-
graphic Names Division files.

Work has gone forward in drafting the texts of
decisions for an expanded gazetteer to include a de-
scription of the features and historical notes on their
discovery and naming. During the year, 2,067 descrip-
tions were completed. Adding these to cases finished
earlier gives a total of 7,898. This phase of the work
is 75 percent completed.

Recent Activities of the
Committee on Polar Research

Louis DEGOES

Committee on Polar Research
National Academy of Sciences

The Committee on Polar Research (CPR) of the
National Academy of Sciences advises on U.S. re-
search programs in polar regions and represents the
Academy in the Scientific Committee on Antarctic

Research (SCAR) of the International Council of
Scientific Unions (ICSU). Dr. Laurence M. Gould
is chairman of the CPR and recently completed a
second term as president of SCAR. The Committee
is composed of 15 members, 7 of whom serve as
chairmen of individual panels. The CPR held its
25th and 26th meetings at the Academy on September
12-13 5 1969, and April 18, 1970, respectively; in
addition, 6 CPR panels and 2 ad hoc groups met
during the period covered by this report.

International Activities. Dr. Gould presided over
a meeting of the SCAR Executive Committee held at
the Scott Polar Research Institute, Cambridge, Eng-
land, July 14-16, 1969. Plans were evolved for the
Eleventh Meeting of SCAR in Oslo, August 17-22,
1970, at which time a detailed review was made of
SCAR structure, organization and procedures. Sev-
eral SCAR working groups met at the time of the
SCAR plenary session: Geology, Solid Earth Geo-
physics, Meteorology, Geodesy and Cartography, and
Logistics. The Executive Committee noted the need
for closer integration and/or cooperation of scientific
research in the Antarctic with that in the Arctic and
invited the advice of ICSU on how best to achieve
that objective, either within or outside of the SCAR
organization. On the suggestion of the ICSU, bipolar
discussions were included in the agenda for the XI
SCAR meeting.

The Committee sent out a call for abstracts and
planned for U.S. participation in the Second SCAR/
JUGS Symposium on Antarctic Geology and Solid
Earth Geophysics, held in Oslo, August 6-15. SCAR
also held a one-day Symposium on Antarctic Ocean-
ography during the SCOR/IAPSO/CMG/IAPO
Joint Oceanographic Assemblies in Tokyo, Septem-
ber 14-17, 1970. At a meeting of the WMO Execu-
tive Committee's Working Group on Antarctic Me-
teorology held in Buenos Aires, April 17-25, 1969,
plans were made for the Second SCAR/ICPM/
WMO Symposium on Polar Meteorology to be held
in Moscow, August 1971, at the time of the XV
IUGG General Assembly.

In July, the annual report on U.S. antarctic re-
search activities was forwarded to SCAR. A sum-
mary of antarctic geological research programs for
fiscal year 1969 was prepared and sent forward to
the SCAR Working Group on Geology. A SCAR
working group was formed to look into technical and
scientific problems affecting communications in Ant-
arctica, with emphasis on radiowave propagation,
interference, and drift static. The Group held its first
meeting at the time of the XI SCAR meeting in Oslo.

Domestic Activities. The CPR report Polar Re-
search—A Survey was issued in March 1970. The
report reviews significant results of past polar re-
search, assesses needs and opportunities for future
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research, and makes recommendations relating to
national research goals.

At its meeting on September 12-13, 1969, the
Committee reviewed recent activities of SCAR, re-
ceived reports on polar activities of government agen-
cies, and reviewed the Committee's functions, com-
position, and structure with a view toward becoming
more active in the months ahead. The Committee
agreed that a steering group should look into the
need for undertaking a "second phase" to the recent
CPR report, considering elements essential to the
successful accomplishment of polar research programs
such as logistics, facilities, automation, organization,
and international cooperation.

The Committee expressed concern about potential
ecological and environmental problems generated by
the oil discovery at Prudhoe Bay, Alaska, and on the
likely irreversible consequences of decisions now being
made by industry and at all levels of government. It
called on the Chairman to bring this matter to the
attention of Dr. Philip Handler and to volunteer the
Committee's assistance should an independent assess-
ment of the problem be undertaken by the Academy.

At its April 18, 1970 meeting, the Committee laid
final plans for U.S. participation in the SCAR meet-
ing in Oslo. In addition, it endorsed several resolu-
tions by its Panels and reaffirmed its concern for
environmental, ecological, and other problems emerg-
ing in Alaska and elsewhere in the Arctic. The
Committee endorsed a memorandum from Dr. Gould
calling for a resumption of the plan for rotation of
CPR membership that was deferred during the
preparation of the recently issued CPR report.

Russian Monographs
Submitted for Translation

NSF's Polar Information Service has submitted the
following monographs for translation into English
under the PL-480 foreign-currency program:

Arctic and Antarctic Scientific-Research Institute.
Seventh, Eighth, and Ninth Continental Expeditions.
(Its Transactions of the Soviet Antarctic Expedition,
vol. 52.) Leningrad, 1968. 267 p.

Arctic and Antarctic Scientific-Research Institute.
Meteorological Conditions in the Arctic During the
Years of the Quiet Sun. (Its Transactions, vol. 274.)
Leningrad, 1968. 143 p.

Erratum: The mountain on the cover of the July-
August issue (vol. V, no. 4) was erroneously identified
as the Dufek Massif. The photo is of Mount Tyree in
the Sentinel Mountains.

Deep Freeze 70
Air Operations

DAVID B. ELDRIDGE

Commander, U. S. Navy
Commanding Officer

Antarctic Development Squadron Six

The first ski-equipped LC-130 Hercules departed
Christchurch, New Zealand, for Williams Field, Ant-
arctica, at 0816 hours on August 31, 1969, beginning
antarctic air operations for Deep Freeze 70. This
was the fifteenth consecutive season in which Ant-
arctic Development Squadron Six (VXE-6) has
contributed to the exploration and scientific investi-
gation of the Antarctic.

Air Operations Begin
During the past season, air operations on the con-

tinent began with a pre-season fly-in to Williams
Field by two LC-130Fs. As in past years, the main
purpose of the fly-in was to transport scientists and
helicopter crewmen to McMurdo Station, so that
late-winter field studies could begin. A medical evac-
uation flight was made to Byrd Station, and the
planes then departed for Christchurch with the
patient aboard.

Plans called for a gradual reactivation of facilities
on the continent leading toward full-scale operations
in mid-October. The commanding officers of various
units which would be spending the next five to six
months on the ice, arrived on October 15, officially
opening the Deep Freeze 70 season. Rear Admiral
David F. Welch, Commander, U.S. Naval Support
Force, Antarctica, was aboard the first aircraft.
Later that day, the first C-121 Super Constellation
from Christchurch landed on the annual ice run-
way.

Throughout the following week, a series of turn-
around flights by LC-130 and C-121 aircraft de-
livered a steady flow of personnel, equipment, and
supplies to the continent. These flights also returned
the majority of McMurdo Station's winter-over
party to New Zealand. The squadron's remaining
aircraft arrived at Williams Field on October 26. All
personnel were then in position either at McMurdo
Station or with the squadron's heavy-maintenance
detachment at Christchurch.

Flights to the Outlying Stations
With four "Hercs" at McMurdo, operations be-

gan in earnest. The season's first extended Hercules
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