
U.S. Antarctic Research Program, 1970-1971
Stateside support activities

The reports contained in these seven pages normally would have appeared in th
Antarctic Journal, which each year comprises a review of year-round and stateside activities
their postponement to this issue.

Recent activities of the
Committee on Polar Research

Louis DEGOES

Committee on Polar Research
National Academy of Sciences

The Committee on Polar Research of the National
Academy of Sciences, established in January 1958,
advises on United States research programs in polar
regions and represents the Academy in the Scientific
Committee on Antarctic Research (SCAR) of the In-
ternational Council of Scientific Unions. Dr. Laurence
M. Gould is chairman of the Committee on Polar Re-
search and has completed a second term as president
of SCAR. The Committee held its 27th and 28th meet-
ings at the Academy on September 13, 1970, and April
17, 1971. Five panels met during fiscal 1971, the period
covered by this report.

International activities. Dr. Gould presided over
the 11th meeting of SCAR, which was held in Oslo,
August 17 to 22, 1970. He also served as U.S. delegate
to the plenary sessions. The SCAR working groups
on geology, solid earth geophysics, geodesy and cartog-
raphy, meteorology, logistics, telecommunications, and
ice shelf projects met during the plenary sessions. Dr.
Gordon de Q . Robin (United Kingdom) was elected
the new president of SCAR, and Dr. Richard W. Wil-
lett (New Zealand) secretary.

SCAR and the International Union of Geological
Sciences cosponsored a second symposium on antarctic
geology and solid earth geophysics, held in Oslo Au-
gust 6-15, 1970. All together, 138 scientists from 18
nations participated in the symposium. A total of 125
papers were presented, 41 by U.S. scientists. SCAR
sponsored the first meeting of the group of specialists
on scientific problems affecting antarctic telecommu-
nications, concerned with technical and scientific prob-
lems of radio wave propagation, interference, and drift
static. SCAR approved the recommendation of this
group that a symposium be held in the near future in
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collaboration with the International Union of Radk
Science and the World Meteorological Organization
Some thought is being given to holding the 13t
SCAR meeting and the third SCAR symposium o
antarctic biology in the United States in 1974. Addi-
tionally, preliminary discussions are under way to hol
the third SCAR symposium on antarctic geology an
solid earth geophysics in the United States in 1976

Domestic activities. The recently issued Committe
report, Polar Research—A Survey, reviews significan
results of past polar research, assesses needs and oppor4
tunities for future research, and makes recommenda-
tions relating to national research goals. It has en-
tered a second printing, reflecting its wide acceptance

At its April 17 meeting, the Committee reviewed th
status of the proposed arctic assessment study and re-f
affirmed its concern for pressing ecological, environ
mental, and other developing problems in Alaska an
elsewhere in the Arctic that have been brought about
largely by exploitation of newly discovered oil deposits

The Committee's panel on biological and medica
sciences met in March to review past work and propos
areas for future research. In August the panel me
again in Alaska and focused on developing arctic bio
medical and biological research programs.

The panel on geology and solid earth geophysics me
in January and discussed, among other topics, mappin
of Antarctica, preparation of an antarctic stratigraphi
lexicon, the proposed Dry Valley Drilling Project, an
recent earth science developments in Alaska and Cane
ada. Dr. Charles R. Bentley succeeded Professor Camp-
bell Craddock as panel chairman.

The steering group on the Ross Ice Shelf Project met
in April and discussed mapping of the Ross Ice Shelf,
sites for the pilot hole, drilling in antarctic waters,
drilling techniques, ice cores and their analysis, as well
as opportunities for research in marine biology, physi
cal oceanography, seismology, and sedimentation.

A joint panel composed of representatives from the-
Academy's National Scientific Committee on Ocean
ography, Committee on Atmospheric Sciences, Com-
mittee for the Global Atmospheric Research Program,
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and Committee on Polar Research was assembled to
review the Arctic Ice Dynamics Joint Experiment.
The panel held its first meeting at the Academy in
June under the chairmanship of Professor Richard M.
Goody. In addition to reviewing the scientific pro-
gram, the panel looked into the political, military,
operational, and management aspects of the program
along with the prospects for international collabora-
tion. The next meeting is scheduled for December
1971.

Other activities. The Committee on Polar Research
sponsored 10 participants in the International Sea Ice
Conference, held in Iceland in May. Twenty-eight
new members were appointed to the Committee and
its panels to replace those who had retired. Approxi-
mately 90 scientists serve on the Committee and its
panels; normal terms of service are 3 to 4 years. The
Committee held its fall meeting at the Academy on
October 15.

Antarctic names program'
FRED G. ALBERTS

Geographic Names Division
Department of Technical Services
U.S. Army Topographic Command

This ongoing program is a correlative of the U.S.
and multinational scientific investigation of Antarc-
tica. In the past year the Geographic Names Division
(GND), U.S. Army Topographic Command, carried

activities and services in the following fields:
New nomenclature. Two hundred and eighty-seven

iiew names for antarctic geographic features were es-
ablished, and five names were amended. The official

standardizing actions were taken by the Board on Geo-
¶raphic Names and the Secretary of the Interior on
the basis of recommendations by the Advisory Com-
inittee on Antarctic Names. The new names included
6oth U.S. and foreign proposals, many of the latter
having been referred to the Advisory Committee by
4orresponding committees in other countries. GND
researched all of the names and performed other staff
functions for the Advisory Committee.

Inquiries and related services. GND received and
answered hundreds of name inquiries concerning Ant-
arctica from government agencies, research and carto-
graphic institutions, and the public. Numerous manu-
script reports and maps were edited for correct use

' Publication authorized by the U. S. Army Topographic
Command.

of standard names prior to publication. Close support
was given to the Geological Survey in its preparation
of topographic and geologic maps of Antarctica. The
GND services entailed identification of previously
named features on the new maps as well as develop-
ment of original names for entities being mapped for
the first time.

Names file maintenance. GND maintains a geo-
graphic names file for Antarctica as part of its world-
wide central names file. New and amended names
were added to the file during the year as they were
approved. Perfected position data were entered on
records as the information became available. The file
includes such record information as approved feature
name, date of its approval, variant names, feature des-
ignation, geographic coordinates, the meaning of the
feature name or the person for whom it is named, and
name sources and their dates. The file contains nearly
11,000 approved names for Antarctica, approximately
800 of these approved following publication of Board
on Geographic Names Gazetteer No. 14, Antarctica,
3d Edition, 1969.

Gazetteer preparation. Work has gone forward in
the preparation of materials for a cumulative gazetteer
with full descriptive text in the format of the 1956
Board on Geographic Names gazetteer. Completion of
this work is expected in 1972.

Continuing bibliographic control
of antarctic literature

GEZA T. THURONYI

Science and Technology Division
Library of Congress

For 8 years the Cold Regions Bibliography Section
in the Science and Technology Division, Library of
Congress, has been collecting antarctic literature
worldwide. Coverage of current literature (published
in 1962 or later) has now reached well over 9,000
items. All documents found are microcopied, ab-
stracted, and indexed. File cards containing the cita-
tion, abstract, Universal Decimal Classification num-
ber, and index terms are mailed regularly to the Of -
fice of Polar Programs of the National Science Foun-
dation and to other qualified recipients. The abstracts
are also published in book form in cumulations of
2,000 items, with author, subject, geographic, and
grantee indexes. The last volume to date, Antarctic
Bibliography Vol. 4, was issued in June 1971 and is
for sale by the Superintendent of Documents, U.S.
Government Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 204025

November—December 1971	 249


