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Conservationists have become increasingly con-
crned about the effects of trash disposal and station
activities on the beauty, fauna, and flora of Cape
Hallett (72 0 19'S. 170°13'E.). Skuas and Adélie pen-
guins provide unique opportunities for biological
studies within walking distance of Hallett Station.
Populations of insects and mites associated with the
rich growth of lichens and mosses in a nearby spe-
cially protected area offer other research opportuni-
ties.

The facility was opened as a year-round station in
1957. Rough terrain required use of the flat rookery
area on Seabee Hook as the only suitable site for the
station. Encroachment on the fauna of the area be-
gan immediately when 7,850 penguins were fenced
from their breeding areas (Eklund, 1959) and the
station was constructed on their former nesting sites.
After several years the tradition for these nesting sites
was broken. As the station developed, more buildings
were constructed and additional antennas were estab-
lished within the rookery. The debris from construc-
tion, empty oil drums, and discarded and broken
equipment were transported to dumps or left where
they fell. Debris from dumps on sea ice located near
the beach was washed ashore. Human wastes and
kitchen garbage added to the waste disposal prob-
lem. Roads were constructed to dumps and to a
glacier that provided fresh water.

The accumulation of trash covered some penguin
nesting sites. Snow that accumulates around station
buildings during the winter was pushed into piles
that encroach on some colonies. Melt water from this
snow flooded nests in depressions. Certain scientific
activities proved detrimental to the success of breed-
ing penguins (Reid, 1964).

Nesting pairs of penguins and skuas have declined
during the last 10 years at Cape Hallett (Reid, 1964;
Tenaza, 1971). Skuas have suffered a high mortality
as the result of direct killing by unknowing persons.
The lack of nesting penguins in areas of intense ac-
tivity suggests the inability of the species to tolerate
continuous disturbance. Counts of both species in
1970 verified their further decline (Jeremy J . Hatch,
personal communication, and author).

Several steps have been taken to improve the
situation at Hallett. Disturbance to penguins and
skuas has been reduced by discontinuing the use of
the glacier as a source of fresh water and by re-
stricting dumping to a small area near the station.
This should result in return of penguins to nest sites
near roads and dumps that now lack nesting birds.
The dump on the sea ice was located a mile from the
station in 1971. The removal of oil drums from the
rookery and their deposition at sea has reduced the
problem of drifting snow and melt water. Plans are
being made for a systematic cleanup of all trash
within the rookery and beaches. Nonfunctional radio
antennas will be removed early in the 1972 season.

If Cape Hallett is to continue to support and main-
tain its beauty, fauna, and flora, other problems need
attention. Birds should be censused annually to de-
termine population trends. Some restrictions on ac-
tivities of investigators, tourists, and visitors would
protect fragile vegetation and prevent widespread
disturbance of birds. Better methods of disposal of
human and nonbiodegradable wastes must be used.
An educational program for the support force at the
station on predator-prey relationships and antarctic
ecology should reduce direct and indirect killing of
birds and protect fragile vegetation.
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U.S. Coast Guard
Hallett Station and adjacent Adélie penguin rookery. Penguins
(seen as black dots on snow-covered areas) once occupied the

entire area.
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