
graphic Maps, Antarctica, dated March 1972, was
printed. Copies may be obtained without charge by
writing to the Map Information Office, U.S. Geo-
logical Survey, Washington, D.C. 20242.

A limited number of press proof copies of three
1:250,000-scale maps, Guest Peninsula, Alexandra
Mountains, and Boyd Glacier, were printed in July.
Automatic distribution will not be made, but as long
as the supply lasts copies will be sent to investigators
who write directly to Mr. W. R. MacDonald, Branch
of International Activities, Topographic Division,
Washington, D.C. 20242. File copies also will be
available at the McMurdo Station USARP map
library. Final publication of all three maps is sched-
uled for early 1973.

Production continues on 18 1:250,000-scale maps
along the Marie Byrd Land Coast, covering about
230,000 square kilometers between Thurston Island
and the Ford Ranges. Source materials (aerial
photography and ground control) are available for
an additional 13 maps at 1:250,000-scale covering
170,000 square kilometers of eastern Ellsworth Land.
Compilation also is continuing on the shaded-relief
sketch map of Palmer Land at a scale of 1:500,000
and on the 1: 1,000,000-scale map of the McMurdo
Sound region. A new edition of the Ross Island
1:250,000-scale map was scheduled to be published in
late September and will be made available for the
1972-1973 austral summer field activities. In ad-
dition to normal editorial changes, the map has been
updated to reflect the vertical data established last
season by the U.S. Geological Survey in the Wright-
Taylor-Victory Valleys area.

Compilation of eight orthophotomaps at 1: 50,000-
scale covering about 6,000 square kilometers of the
Wright-Taylor Victoria Valley area has been initiated
with publication scheduled for fiscal 1974.

The map of the Ross Ice Shelf that was being
compiled as a special purpose planning document
for the Ross Ice Shelf Project (Antarctic Journal,
November-December 1971, p. 258-263.) has been
completed. This map, compiled at scales of 1: 1,000,-
000 and 1:2,188,800, covers the area from 77° to
87°30'S. latitude and 150°W. longitude to the Trans-
antarctic Mountains. The map was compiled on a
polar stereographic projection (standard parallel
71°S.) and contains a 30-minute (about 55-kilometer)
polar navigation grid.

Cartographic source material used to compile the
Ross Ice Shelf map included existing U.S. Geological
Survey 1:250,000 scale topographic maps supple-
mented by aerial photography and satellite imagery.
Isopachs contour data were supplied by the Scott Polar
Research Institute with adjustment made to the con-
tours along the eastern coastal region to conform to
the more recent coastal configurations determined

from aerial photography. Surface traverse data by
Crary et al. (1962) and Dorrer et al. (1969) also
were used.

A limited edition of the 1: 1,000,000 scale map will
be printed later this year. However, paper or stable-
base-film prints at both scales now can be procured
by writing the Map Information Office, U.S. Geo-
logical Survey, Washington, D.C., 20242. Cost: 1: 1,-
000,000, $17 per copy; 1:2,188,800, $8.50 per copy.
Bulk orders in excess of three copies of the same map
may be obtained at an additional cost of $8.50 and
$4.25 each.

The U.S. Antarctic Mapping Center continues to
exchange newly published maps and charts with the
other 11 nations represented on the Scientific Com-
mittee on Antarctic Research (SCAR). Eight maps
and 26 charts were received from four SCAR-coun-
try mapping centers. Exchange cartographic ma-
terials, maps published by the United States, and
most U.S. aerial photography are on file in the U.S.
Geological Survey Antarctic Map and Aerial Photog-
raphy Library at the Branch of Special Maps, 8300
Colesville Road, Silver Spring, Maryland 20910. The
library is open 9 to 4 weekdays.

Users should note that the Branch of Special
Maps is scheduled to combine with the Special Proj-
ects Office before January 1, 1973, to form a Special
Mapping Center. This new office will be at Bldg.
E-2 5 1943 Newton Square E., Reston, Virginia 22070.

This work is supported by National Science Founda-
tion grant AG-177.
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Antarctic geographic nomenclature
FRED G. ALBERTS

Defense Mapping Agency Topographic Center"
Washington, D.C.

The Geographic Names Division, Defense Map-
ping Agency Topographic Center, is the U.S. infor-
mation center for antarctic nomenclature.

1 Formerly U.S. Army Topographic Command.
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In the past year, the Division has continued to per-
form research and other staff functions for the Ad-
visory Committee on Antarctic Names (ACAN),
which makes recommendations on antarctic names
and policy to the Board on Geographic Names (BGN)
and the Secretary of the Interior. Meeting periodically
during the year, ACAN—whose members are K. J.
Bertrand (chairman), A. P. Crary, H. M. Dater,
H. R. Friis, and M. F. Burrill (ex officio)—recom-
mended new names at South Georgia, in the South
Sandwich Islands, the South Shetland Islands, the
Antarctic Peninsula, Victoria Land, the Transantarc-
tic Mountains, Marie Byrd Land, and other scattered
points of the continent. Approximately 1,000 new
names and 25 amendments have been authorized
since publication in 1969 of the last cumulative list
for Antarctica, BGN Gazetteer No. 14-3. Progress has
been made in drafting and typing a textual summary
for each approved name, including notes on the geo-
graphical-historical aspects of the feature. Approxi-
mately 9,500 texts are completed, and 1,500 remain
to be done.

Correspondence between ACAN and committees in
other countries is used to facilitate exchange of new
name proposals and to verify spelling and correct
application of names. Several conflicting names were
resolved by these means and instances of inadvertent
duplication avoided. Moreover, M. F. Burrill, execu-
tive secretary of BGN, met with the secretary of the
United Kingdom Antarctic Place-names Committee
in London on questions of mutual interest.

The Geographic Names Division continued to give
close cooperation in supplying names for use on maps
in preparation in the U.S. Geological Survey and the
American Geographical Society. Names consultation
and editing services were provided for volumes of the
Antarctic Research Series. Hundreds of name in-
quiries received by phone and letter were answered
with dispatch. New names proposed by writers of
reports were researched and the findings presented to
ACAN for consideration.

Inquiries on antarctic names may be made by mail
or telephone to:

Defense Mapping Agency
Topographic Center
Geographic Names Division 50400
Washington, D.C. 20315
Telephone (202) 227-2355

Proposals for new names may be mailed to:
Executive Secretary
Board on Geographic Names
Department of the Interior
Washington, D.C. 20240

A current mapping trend to provide larger scale
maps for antarctic areas of intensive scientific interest
is creating a need to supply names in greater abun-

dance in such places as Taylor and Wright Valleys in
Victoria Land. There is increasing interest in ex-
ploration and names for undersea features in the
oceans surrounding Antarctica. Remote ice sensing
from aircraft is speeding the collection of data on
the ice-bedrock interface of Antarctica and will re-
quire that consideration be given to names for sub-
glacial entities.

Antarctic information services
at the Smithsonian

Oceanographic Sorting Center
B. J . LANDRUM

Smithsonian Oceanographic Sorting Center
Smithsonian Institution

The documentation and dissemination of informa-
tion and data for the U. S. Antarctic Research Pro-
gram long have been vital concerns of the Smith-
sonian Oceanographic Sorting Center. Not only does
the Sorting Center attempt to insure that systematists
receive accurate and complete data with specimens
shipped from here, but it acts, under the Antarctic
Records Program, as a centralized national source of
information on antarctic natural history collections
at other locations. Computerized data bases have
been established (Landrum and Sandved, 1969), and
new information is routinely compiled (Landrum,
1971).

Present concerns are the integration and improve-
ment of data recording and retrieval procedures to
increase efficiency, improve the utilization of re-
sources, and especially to expand the services avail-
able to antarctic and arctic investigators. One aspect
of these concerns led to staff participation on Eltanin
Cruises 46 (El-Sayed, 1971) and Cruise 51 (see
pages 173-181). These cruises stressed integrated
biological studies, including the multifarious needs
for appropriate data. Our participation was further
compelled by a concern to utilize Eltanin's computer
to facilitate data retrieval and dissemination, both
during and after the cruises. Further, we aided in
the collection and preservation of reference collec-
tions, including whole samples and the residuals of
samples obtained by other programs largely for
various destructive analyses.

With the enthusiastic efforts of Mr. Stevan Apter
(Alpine Geophysical Associates, Inc.) who pro-
grammed the computer and keypunched an enor-
mous amount of data, we were successful on Cruise
51 in establishing workable procedures for documen -
tation of all over-the-side scientific activities. The
figure shows a set of data for a typical ship's station.
The system as designed provides for automatic corn-
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