
$30, includes a collection of original studies on field
research in antarctic waters, dealing mainly with the
sytstematics, ecology, and distribution of phytoplankton
and zooplankton.

Volume 18, Antarctic Pinnipedia, 226 p., $25, focuses
on recent investigations on seals.

Volume 19, Antarctic Oceanology IL' The Australian-
New Zealand Sector, 364 p., $32, studies the ocean south
of Australia and New Zealand from the perspectives of
physical oceanography, marine geophysics, and marine
sediments. Presented are comprehensive examinations of
the waters, the sea floor and underlying crust, and the
evolutionary history of this ocean.

Additional volumes in press include ones on brachio-
pods and human adaptability, and a bird handbook.

Volumes 2 to 20 of the Series (see Antarctic Journal,
111(5): 211; IV(5): 236; V(5): 201; VII(5): 215)
still are available from the American Geophysical Union,
1707 L Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20036. A sub-
stantial discount on complete sets is available to those
who enter a standing order for the series. Volumes I
and 6 are out of print but are available from University
Microfilms, Ann Arbor, Michigan 48106.

This work is partially supported by National Science
Foundation grant GV-55.

Translation of the Soviet Antarctic
Expedition Information Bulletin

STEPHEN F. SOUSK

American Geophysical Union

Volume 8 of the translation of the Soviet Antarctic
Expedition Information Bulletin has been partially com-
pleted; numbers 79-85 have been released. The complete
volume will consist of bulletins 79-90. Commencing with
Volume 8, each bulletin is being published as a separate
issue. The series continues to be a primary source of
narrative information on Soviet activities in the Antarctic.
The translation series is partially supported by National
Science Foundation grant GV-32923.

Back volumes are available from the American Geo-
physical Union. These include Volumes 1 to 3, pub-
lished by Elsevier Publishing Company (Amsterdam),
in book form, and Volumes 4 to 7, published by the
American Geophysical Union (see Antarctic Journal,
VII (5): 215). The current subscription rate for 12
issues is $50. Prospective subscribers are invited to con-
tact the American Geophysical Union, 1707 L Street,
N.W., Washington, D.C. 20036.

Polar specimens at the
Smithsonian Oceanographic Sorting

Center

B. J . LANDRUM

Smithsonian Oceanographic Sorting Center

• Since 1963 the Smithsonian Oceanographic Sorting
Center has had a significant role in furthering knowledge
of antarctic biology, particularly that of marine orga-
nisms. It has provided scientific services related to the
preservation and study of specimens by systematists
throughout the world to whom sorted taxonomic groups
are regularly distributed. Over 5,067,248 sorted speci-
mens have been sent to about 140 specialists in the past
91/2 years. The samples represent most of the biological
collections made from aboard the USNS Eltanin in about
three-fourths of the oceanic areas surrounding Antarctica.

Work on antarctic collections recently expanded to
include arctic specimens. In 1971-1972 the center re-
ceived over 6,000 arctic samples taken in the 1950s by
staff of the University of Southern California under a
program sponsored by the U.S. Navy Oceanographic Of-
fice. The arctic collection is being processed for distribu-
tion to interested specialists. Future expansion of U.S. in-
terest in arctic regions and. its biota should augment these
earlier collections' value. Over 3,000 samples containing
more than 8,000,000 specimens have been sorted. The
collection and sorting data are stored in the polar data
bases maintained at the Smithsonian Oceanographic Sort-
ing Center.

Specimens collected during RV Hero cruises also are
being processed. Sorting of benthic invertebrates col-
lected by Smithsonian Oceanographic Sorting Center staff
aboard Cruise 72-1 is nearly complete. Last winter, two
Sorting Center technicians aided personnel of the Uni-
versity of Maine and collected 200 additional samples
specifically for other systemists who receive collections
through the Sorting Center.

We are reviewing taxonomic groups whose availability
may be unknown to potential researchers. Schools, mu-
seums, and individual systematists will be notified of such
collections, to facilitate further research. Particular ef-
forts are being made to attract students and other new
investigators to the study of polar collections. Like-
wise we are planning to explore ways to more definitively
sort some more complex taxonomic groups, particularly
those that are ecologically vital (e.g. copepods) and
may have received relatively little study because of the
difficulties of accurately identifying lower taxa (i.e.
families).

The USNS Eltanin rock collection has been at the Sort-
ing Center for several years. The collection recently was
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