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The 12th business meeting and plenary session
of the Scientific Committee on Antarctic Research
(SCAR) of the International Council of Scientific
Unions (Icsu) was held in Canberra, Australia,
August 14-19, 1972. Fifty-seven persons participated
in the meeting. They included delegates from the
Antarctic Treaty nations of Argentina, Australia,
Chile, France, Japan, New Zealand, Norway, South
Africa, U.S.S.R., United Kingdom, and the U.S.A.,
and delegates from the International Union of
Biological Sciences, International Union of Geological Sciences, World Meterological Organization, International Association of Biological Oceanographers, and Scientific Committee on Oceanographic Research. Of the 12 original Antarctic
Treaty nations, only Belgium was not represented.
Delegates
Dr. James H. Zumberge, chairman of the Committee on Polar Research of the U.S. National
Academy of Sciences, served as the U.S. delegate.
Dr. Charles R. Bentley, Mr. Louis DeGoes, Dr.
Sayed Z. El-Sayed, Dr. George A. Llano, Dr. Bruce
C. Parker, Dr. Robert H. Rutford, Dr. Jay T.
Shurley, Dr. Donald B. Siniff, Mr. Philip M. Smith,
and Dr. Gunter Weller composed the U.S. delegation to the meetings, which were held at the Australian Academy of Science. Along with the SCAR
plenary sessions, the SCAR working groups on biology, logistics, glaciology, and Quaternary studies
met and formulated plans and recommendations.
Professor T. Nagata (Japan) was elected vice
president of SCAR, replacing Professor G. A. Avsiuk
(U.S.S.R.) whose term of office had expired. SCAR
accepted the invitation of the U.S. National Academy of Sciences to hold its next meeting and the
third SCAR symposium on antarctic biology in the
U.S.A.
The agenda for the meeting included (1) confirmation of reports of the 11th SCAR meeting held
in Oslo, Norway, August 17-22, 1970, (2) recommendations from the 11th SCAR meeting, (3) reports
from SCAR working groups, (4) relationships with
icsu and intergovernmental organizations, (5) SCAR44

sponsored symposia, (6) publication of the revised
manual, (7) exchanges of data and publications, and (8) election of officers. Final preparations were made for the sCAR/iUBS/IuPs (International Union of Physiological Sciences) symposium on human biology and medicine in the Antarctic, Cambridge, September 19-21, 1972. Discussions also were held on proposed SCAR participation
in the COSPAR remote sensing symposium to be held
in May 1973.
SCAR

1974 symposium on biology
Dr. George A. Knox (N.Z.) was named chairman
of the SCAR steering committee for the 1974 symposium on antarctic biology; other members of the
committee are Dr. Jay T. Shurley (U.S.), Dr. Sayed
Z. El-Sayed (U.S.), Dr. Richard M. Laws (U.K.),
and Dr. Jean Prevost (France). Dr. Zumberge
called on Dr. Bruce C. Parker to convene a U.S.
organizing committee to make the necessary symposium arrangements; other members are Dr.
William S. Benninghoff, Dr. H. Adair Fehlmann,
Dr. Mary Alice McWhinnie, Dr. David Pawson, Dr.
Emanuel Rudolph, Dr. George A. Llano, and Mr.
Louis DeGoes. The symposium probably will be
held in Washington, D. C., in the summer of 1974.
The thirteenth SCAR plenary sessions will be held in
the week following the symposium at a site yet to
be selected. SCAR working groups in biology, logistics, meteorology, glaciology, and upper atmosphere
physics tentatively plan to meet during the week of
the plenary sessions.
On request of the Antarctic Treaty nations, SCAR
developed several recommendations for consideration by the seventh Antarctic Treaty consultative
meeting held in Wellington, N.Z., October 30November 10, 1972. Statements were made on (1)
the use of radio-isotopes in the Antarctic, (2)
man's impact on the antarctic environment, (3)
specially protected areas, (4) telecommunications,
(5) environmental monitoring stations, (6) exchange of antarctic publications, and (7) establishment of an integrated continent-wide air transport
system.
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The convention for the conservation of antarctic
seals held in London, February 3-11, 1972, in its
approved text, called on SCAR for broad scientific
advisory services. While the convention was not
negotiated under the Antarctic Treaty, SCAR agreed
to the request, established a group of specialists on
seals with Dr. Richard M. Laws (U.K.) as chairman and Dr. Donald B. Siniff (U.S.) as deputy
chairman, and prepared its first report to the convention.
SCAR agreed to participate in and support the
proposed SCOR polar oceans conference to be held
in Montreal, Canada, in spring 1974; it also developed plans to participate in the First GARP
Global Experiment (FGGE) planning conference,
Geneva, September 1972.
Role of SCAR
SCAR 15 charged'with furthering the coordination
of scientific activity in Antarctica, with a view to
framing a scientific program of circumpolar scope
and significance. Each of the 12 countries actively
engaged in antarctic research is represented by a
scientific delegate, as is each of eight scientific

unions or other bodies expressing an interest in
antarctic research, making a total of 20 delegates.
Plenary sessions are conducted informally, with
most of the actual business done by small working
groups composed of delegates, their advisors, and
observers. SCAR meets in alternate years in one of
its member nations, and its scientific work is carried
on largely through its nine working groups and 12
groups of specialists. Its resolutions are transmitted
by members to their respective national antarctic
committees and scientific unions for study. Those
referred to national committees are then forwarded
to appropriate scientific bodies or government
agencies and are used to develop national antarctic
programs. SCAR resolutions are advisory and are not
binding on their scientific organizations or governments. The Committee on Polar Research of the
U.S. National Academy of Sciences is the adhering
body to SCAR.
Late note: The thirteenth SCAR plenary sessions and associated meetings will be held September 3 to 7, 1974, at
Jackson Lake Lodge, Jackson Hole, Wyoming. The third
SCAR symposium on antarctic biology will be held August
25 to 31, 1974, at the National Academy of Sciences, Washington, D. C.—Ed.

News and notes
Field Activities in December and January
Mount Erebus, 3,794 meters
tall, dominates Ross Island. No
visitor to McMurdo Station, 40
kilometers south, fails to notice
the plume of steam that rises constantly from its summit.
Mount Erebus also dominates
Ross Island's volcanic past, and
it is worth noting that the first
borehole of the Dry Valley Drilling Project, begun at a site just
north of McMurdo Station on
January 21, coincides with one of
Erebus's more active moments.
U.S. and New Zealand geologists standing on the rim of the
crater in early February watched
cracks form in the magma pool
and saw red molten lava. Ash and
rocks were thrown a hundred
March-April 1973

meters into the air in what the
geologists described as a "vigorous
ash-rock eruption." A New Zealand party at the crater from December 24 to January 5 saw no
lava, nor did a group in 1970.
Previous activity was reported by
Scott in 1911 and by Ross in 1841.
Less cataclysmic, but more destructive, was the January 28
crash of LC-130 number 917 on
the Pole Station skiway. No one
was hurt, and the crash came after
most cargo needed for the winter
at Siple and Pole Stations had
been delivered. But the plane was
a total loss—the third in three seasons.
Here, based on messages from
the field, is a summary of U.S.

antarctic program events in December 1972 and January 1973.
McMurdo Sound area
The Scripps Institution of
Oceanography study of freezing
resistance in fishes concluded for
the season in mid-January with
experiments to determine the rate
of excretion by kidneys and the
rate of turnover of labeled antifreeze in Dissosticus mawsoni. A
wet lab, on the ice in Winter
Quarters Bay since October, was
moved in December to a point
near the power plant salt water
intake, where blood and muscle
of the fishes with labeled antifreeze was analyzed.
45

