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Detachment Whiske y of Mobile Construction
Battalion Six, composed of 5 officers and 104 en-
listed men, deployed from Davisville, R.I., to the
Antarctic in October 1965. The detachment, with a
few antarctic veterans among largely young con-
struction men, was led by Lieutenant Carl V.
Ripa, CEC, USN, with Lieutenant Junior Grade
Richard D. Whitmer, CEC. USN, as assistant
Officer-in-Charge.

A majority of the construction projects assigned
Detachment Whiskey involved the replacement or
renovation of existing facilities. It seemed natural
then to adopt the popular slogan of "Urban Re-
newal" for its motto when the personnel mobilized
on. site at McMurdo Station. The Detachment was
organized into companies following the standard
mobile construction battalion pattern. Senior petty
officers were named as company commanders with
Chief Builder John D. Becker as Operations Chief
and Chief Electrician James L. Hanson as Chief
Master at Arms.

Priority projects at McMurdo included comple-
tion of a 10-bed dispensary with the most modern
facilities possible. Another major effor: was to re-
work nearly a mile and a half of the McMurdo
water system, installing new heating tape, and
placing the saltwater distillation plant in operation.
Approximately half of the foundation pad for the
new personnel quarters building was to be com-
pleted. During the first few weeks of the deploy-
ment, the dispensary represented the only avail-
able inside project at McMurdo, and the majority
of the SeaBees had to work outside in subfreezing
temperatures with biting winds and blowing snow.
Under these conditions, several projects were car-
ried on, such as completion of the earth sciences
laboratory building, preparation of a foundation pad
for a VX-6 warehouse, installation of carbon dioxide
fire extinguishing systems for two radio communica-
tions buildings, installation of new shutters for the
diesel generator plant, preparation of the petroleum,
oil, and lubricants (POL) system, and final modifi-
cation of the senior scientists' quarters. Other early
season projects at McMurdo were the water system,
the flushing of the POL system, and the demolition
of two Quonset and two Butler-type warehouses to

make room for the personnel building foundation
pad.

In late November and early December, weather
at McMurdo improved to such an extent that addi-
tional work was taken on by the Detachment. The
floor and sub-floor for a new public works and trans-
portation building, including access ramps and park-
ing areas, were completed on Christmas Eve.

Inland Station Construction
The number one priority project for the season

was the construction of a station high on the polar
plateau. In mid-December Lieutenant Junior Grade
James D. Ramsey, CEC, USNR, Chief Builder
Gerson Hyatt, and a subdetachment of 13 men
went to the South Pole for a period of acclimatiza-
tion. While there, they accomplished several pieces
of needed construction. At the end of the month,
they moved to the site of Plateau Station and com-
menced work. The construction was completed and
turned over to Antarctic Support Activities for op-
eration on January 31.1

During the same month, a second subdetach-
ment led by Ensign Stephen E. Warwick, CEC,
USNR; Equipment Operator First Class Richard
H. Gem; and 20 men went to Byrd Station to ac-
complish several minor projects and to construct a
facility at the site of the very-low-frequency antenna
located approximately 1 3 miles from Byrd Station.
This facility was of the same type as Plateau Sta-
tion, but consisted of only three vans and differed
further in that the complex was covered with a
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See S. K. Kauffman and A. M. Weber, "Design for
Survival," in this issue for details.
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metal arch 100 feet long and 35 feet wide to pre-
vent damage from snow accumulation. This VLF
facility was completed in mid-February.

In early February, an explosion occurred in the
balloon inflation shelter at Pole Station and rendered
it unusable. Quickly, 10 SeaBees, under the super-
vision of Builder First Class Charles M. Austin,
were flown to Pole Station to build a new balloon
inflation shelter and enable the station to continue
the valuable work of gathering weather data. The
remnants of the damaged structure were removed
and a new building was completed and ready for
use on February 13.

Completion of Construction at McMurdo Station

In late January, the McMurdo water system
was placed in operation and the first flush toilets
at McMurdo were tested in the new dispensary.
The dispensary itself was completed in mid-Febru-
ary.

A major responsibility of Detachment Whiskey
during Deep Freeze 66 was to receive, inventory,
and stage 2,700 tons of construction material for
Deep Freeze 67 projects. The most significant
portion of this cargo included the complete struc-
tural materials for the prospective McMurdo per-
sonnel quarters building. This building, 315 feet
long and 165 feet wide, will contain comfortable
barracks, wash rooms, mess hail and galley, ship's
store, and laundry facilities under one roof. The
building will have 67,693 square feet of floor area.
Ensign Henry A. Vroman, SC, USN, the Detach-
ment Supply Officer, supervised the staging of all
construction materials and provided outstanding
supply support to all projects, including outlying
stations, with only two rated storekeepers.

As the season neared its end, in mid-February,
the water system was delivering unprecedented
quantities of pure, fresh water to McMurdo Station.
It was then closed down and drained, to be ready
for full use beginning with Deep Freeze 67. Even
though only half of the earth work for the person-
nel quarters building had been scheduled for com-
pletion this season, it was completed in its entirety,
requiring 6,024 cubic yards of fill. The foundation
pad, including a ramp and culvert system, for a
VX-6 warehouse, which represented another 4,156
cubic yards of fill, was also finished.

During the period November 1, 1965, through
January 31, 1966, a three-man crew, led by Equip-
ment Operator Third Class Denwood L. Fairley,
was assigned to assist the Naval Civil Engineer-
ing Laboratory (NCEL) on several research proj-
ects, such as snow-compacted roads and runways
on the permanent shelf ice adjacent to Ross Island.

Philatelic Mail For 1966-1967
Philatelists may send covers to be postmarked at

Amundsen-Scott South Pole and Byrd Stations in
Antarctica and aboard Deep Freeze ships which op-
erate a post office, during the 1966-1967 antarctic
season. Collectors are limited to one cover per
person to be postmarked at Byrd Station and South
Pole, and three covers per person from each ship.
Byrd and South Pole postmarks can be obtained by
placing two addressed covers bearing United States
postage at the letter mail rate in an envelope and
mailing them to:

DEEP FREEZE Philatelic Mail
U.S. Naval Construction Battalion Center

Davisville, Rhode Island 02852
International Reply Coupons may be used by

collectors from foreign countries to defray postage
costs on covers.

One cover will be sent to Byrd Station and the
other to the South Pole for postmarking. If a can-
cellation is desired from only one station, the word
"Byrd" or "Pole" should be written in the lower left
corner of the cover. Philatelic mail to be post-
marked at Byrd or South Pole Station must reach
Davisville not later than September 1, 1966, in
order to be processed during the Deep Freeze 67
antarctic winter. The postmarked covers should be
received by the collector between October 1967 and
April 1968.

Cancellations from participating ships can be
obtained by sending covers to:

DEEP FREEZE Philatelic Mail
(Name of ship from which postmark is desired)

('The Fleet Post Office Address)
The following Deep Freeze 67 ships operate a

post office:
SHIP'S NAME AND	 CUTOFF DATE

ADDRESS	 FOR COVERS
USS Mills (DER-383)

FPO New York, 09501	 Aug. 1
USS T. J. Gary, ( DER-326)

FPO New York, 09501	Sept. I
USCGC Glacier (WAGB-4)

FPO San Francisco, 96601	Sept. 15
USCGC Eastwina' (WAGB-279)

FPO New York, 09601	 Sept. 15
USCGC Westwind (WAGB-281)

FPO New York, 09501	Nov. 1
Philatelic mail will be returned unprocessed

when more than the authorized number of covers
is submitted, if it appears that a commercial motive
is involved, if covers are received after the cutoff
date, or when covers are submitted to Deep Freeze
ships or units which do not operate a post office.
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