
Te symposium was partially supported by National
Scieltice Foundation grant Gv-44390. Requests for
copies of the symposium proceedings volume should
be akidressed to the Polar Ice Core Office, 135 Ban-
crof4 Hall, The University of Nebraska, Lincoln,
Nebaska 68508.

Current Antarctic Literature user survey

GEZA T. THURONYI
Science and Technology Division

Library of Congress
Washington, D.C. 20540

The tasks of collecting and abstracting antarctic
liteIature, announcing and indexing it in Current
Antarctic Literature (CAL), and building a microfiche
library of cited documents continued in 1973-1974.
The number of items abstracted since the project's
inception in 1963 now exceeds 14,000.

Following a switch to the monthly CAL, rather than
distribution of abstracts on index cards, user opinions
and preferences were solicited for alternatives in con-
tent and form. In cooperation with the National
Science Foundation, in late 1973 a questionnaire was
designed and mailed to 185 CAL recipients. Within
the next few months 118 replies were received. The
questions and a tally of answers follow.

1. Do you find this service useful for your scientific
investigations? Very: 73. Of some use: 42. Of little
use: 1. No response: 2.

2. In your field, is it a unique service, unduplicated
elsewhere? Unique: 62. Partially duplicated: 54.
Substantially duplicated: 0. No response: 2.

3. How many persons use your copy? Responses
ranged from 27 copies used by one person each to
one copy used by 200 persons (one copy was screened
by one person for 250 persons). The number of users
of the 118 copies was 935; this extrapolates to 1,747
users for the complete survey group of 185.

4. Are abstracts in CAL necessary, or would just a
listing of titles and bibliographic data be adequate for
your purposes? Abstracts necessary: 89. Abstracts
useful but not necessary: 26. Citation is enough: 3.

5. If CAL were sold on subscription for $5.00 per

year, would you subscribe? Yes: 70. Maybe: 32. No:
16.

6. As an alternative to question 5, are you now or
would you he willing to send your publication(s) in
exchange for CAL? Yes: 70. Maybe: 11. No: 13. No
response: 20.

7. Do you purchase the yearly bound volumes of
Antarctic Bibliography? Yes: 52. No: 55. No re-
sponse: 11.

8. If CAL were sold on subscription would you sub-
scribe to it and also continue to purchase the Antarc-
tic Bibliography yearly bound volumes, keeping in
mind that the bound volumes contain a complete
annual index whereas CAL provides quarterly, less
complete indexes? Yes: 50. No: 42. No response: 26.
(Note: It probably should have been made clear that
this question was to be answered only by those who
had responded affirmatively to questions 5 and 7.)

9. Are you essentially a scientist, an administrator,
or a librarian? Scientist: 85. Administrator: 15.
Librarian: 21. (Note: Some checked more than one
category.

Although most of the above is self-explanatory, a
few additional comments seem appropriate.

Question 1. The response is biased since the ques-
tionnaire was sent to persons who previously had
asked to receive CAL.

Question 2. We also asked respondents to name
publications that contain duplicate information to
CAL. Recent Polar Literature (supplement to Polar
Record) was named by 20, Zoological Record by four,
Bibliography and index of Geology by three, Journal
of Glaciology by three, Deep-Sea Research by two,
Geoscience Abstracts by two, and seven other publica-
tions by one each. Regional bibliographies (e.g., CAL
and Polar Record) apparently are of greater use to
those working on antarctic problems than bibliogra-
phies covering specific disciplines.

Question 4. Users apparently have a strong need for
abstracts. The policy of providing abstracts will con-
tinue, therefore, as long as funds are available.

Question 5. Although most respondents indicated
their willingness to pay a subscription fee, we are con-
tinuing to distribute CAL free of charge.

Question 6. This resulted in a slight increase in the
number of publication exchanges. To assure prompt
coverage in CAL, investigators are urged to send their
research reports or any other appropriate publications
that may have escaped attention in CAL. These mate-
rials should be mailed to the following address: Li-
brary of Congress, Science and Technology Division,
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Cold Regions Bibliography Project, Washington, D.C.
20540.

Some respondents included unsolicited comments.
Prominent in this category was the opinion that the
index cards distributed in the past were more useful
than the present format. Since our computerized
method makes a page format more economical than
cards, we cannot accede to this suggestion. As a com-
promise we have been printing CAL on one side only,
leaving blank the back side of each page; entries may
be cut out and mounted on index cards.

Requests for CAL should be sent to the Office of
Polar Programs, Polar Information Service, National
Science Foundation, Washington, D.C. 20550. This
work is supported by National Science Foundation
grant cv-36656.

Antarctic Map Folio Series

VIVIAN C. BUSHNELL
Research Publications

American Geographical Society
New York, New York 10032

Work continued during 1973-1974 on Antarctic
Map Folio Series numbers 18 (scheduled for publi-
cation in late 1974) and 19 (scheduled for publica-
tion in late 1975). The series, folios 1 through 18, is
available from the American Geographical Society,
Broadway at 156th Street, New York, New York
10032.

Folio 18, "Antarctic mammals'" summarizes—
through maps and texts—the geographic distribution,
the biology, and the physical characteristics of whales,
seals, and dolphins found in antarctic waters. Folio
18 includes data from recent systematic seal popula-
tion studies; it also includes an extensive bibliography
of related research works. Authors of folio 18 are
N. A. Mackintosh and S. G. Brown, A. W. Erickson
and R. J . Hofman, and R. L. Brownell, Jr. The
foreword is by George A. Llano.

Antarctic Research Series and SAL
Information Bulletin

JUDY C. H0L0vIAK
American Geophysical Union

Washington, D.C. 20006

In a continuing program of publishing antarctic
science papers that usually are too detailed or too
lengthy for inclusion in standard scientific jour als,
volume 21 of Antarctic Research Series was releised
this fall and volumes 22 and 23 are scheduled for
release this winter.

Volume 21, Recent Antarctic and Subantactic
Brachiopods, is a comprehensive study based on am-
ples collected at more than 200 sites during aboult 30
oceanographic expeditions from 1851 to 1969.

Volume 22, Human Adaptability, records hurian
responses to isolation and confinement in Antarctica's
harsh environment.

Volume 23 is planned as the first handbook of Ithis
series: a guide to resident and migratory antaxfctic
birds.

Volume 24 will mark a change in the series' fornat
and method of distribution. Individual papers of a
volume will be printed and issued as quickly as pos-
sible. Usually a paper will appear under one cover;
if the subject matter is similar for two or three shorter
papers and if they can be published at about the same
time, however, they will be bound and issued simul-
taneously. When the last paper of a volume has been
published, the entire book will be available on micro-
fiche at a lower price than the combined cost of
individual papers. This new system, in addition' to
being more economical, is designed to avoid previous
publication delays.

Soviet Antarctic Expedition Information Bulletin.
This translation series contains intermittent reports
from Russian antarctic scientists. Volume 8 (bulletins
79 through 90) is in progress.

Information on subscriptions and on purchases of
back volumes, for both Antarctic Research Series and
Soviet Antarctic Expedition Information Bulletin, is
available from the American Geophysical Union, 1909
K Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20006.

Publication of Antarctic Research Series and trans-
lation and publication of Soviet Antarctic Expedition
Information Bulletin are supported by National Sci-
ence Foundation grants GN-55 and GV-32923.
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