Soviet Exchange Scientist
at McMurdo
B. G. LOPATIN

Institute of Arctic Geological Research
U.S.S.R.
Under the U.S.S.R-U.S. exchangy-scientist program, I joined the U.S. Antarctic Research Program
for more than a year in 1968-1969, spending about 4
months in field camps and 9 months at McMurdo
Station, where I wintered over. My main objective
was to carry out a geological reconnaissance of practically unexplored parts of West Antarctica: eastern
Marie Byrd Land, Eights Coast, and Thurston Island.
These areas, on the opposite side of the Continent
from Soviet stations, are very important geologically
because of their location relative to the Antarctic
Platform [East Antarctic shield] and the Andean
fold belt.
The facilities provided for geological investigations in both the Marie Byrd Land Survey and the
Ellsworth Land Survey were excellent, especially the
turbine helicopters. Motor toboggans were available,
but the location of the field camps far from the exposed rocks to be studied curtailed their use. Unfortunately, the area's notoriously bad weather frustrated many of our plans; on the average, we had
8-9 days a month for field work. Nevertheless, we
managed to collect very interesting data which, after
laboratory analysis, should elucidate some problems
of structure, age, and petrology of geological formations.
Along with the Americans, representatives of three
other nations took part in the reconnaissance. The
spirit of friendly cooperation in the survey group was
very high. We discussed mutual problems, helped
each other in collecting rock samples, and are now
going to exchange scientific information.
My second objective was to carry out a detailed
investigation of the basement complex of the Transantarctic Mountains in the "McMurdo Oasis" (Victoria Land). The dry valleys are outstanding objects
for detailed petrology work because of their excellent
exposure. The basement complex has not drawn as
much attention hitherto as glaciology, the Beacon
group, or Cenozoic history. Because of the season
(February and September-October), I had to work
independently in the dry valleys. I was provided with
helicopter support from McMurdo and lived for several days in temporary camps at Lakes Vanda and
Bonney. There, I was joined by voluntary assistants,
who cooked and carried shoulder bags full of rock
samples. I should like to mention their names: Lt.
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Elliott Freeman, USN, and Grahame Champress
from New Zealand's Scott Base.
The work in the dry valleys was also successful: a
stratigraphic section of the metamorphic rock was
compiled, and the composition and structure of
intrusions—mostly granitic—were studied. My third
goal was to study volcanic rocks around McMurdo.
In the winter, I kept busy in the Earth Sciences
and Biological Laboratories at McMurdo, using diamond saws, microscopes, and other equipment for
preliminary examination of my rock specimens. For
recreation, I thoroughly enjoyed the social get-togethers at McMurdo and Scott Base. Foremost
among my impressions was a sense of continuous
friendly attitude of all the foreign colleagues with
whom I lived and worked. This greatly encouraged
me during the long polar night. I believe that, besides advantages in scientific research, the exchange
program in Antarctica is very important for establishing close personal contacts and better understanding
among nations. We had a lot of fun playing chess
ping-pong, and other games, some of which are unknown in the U.S.S.R. I gave lessons in the Russian
language, but my pupils found this language too
difficult.
In conclusion, I should like to thank Philip Smith,
Jerry Huffman, Richard Przywitowski, Kerby LaPrade, Alton Wade, and many others for friendly
assistance in carrying out my scientific program. The
first American I have ever met was Edward Goodale,
who received me at the Christchurch International
Airport; this agreeable veteran of antarctic exploration made a dccl) impression upon Inc.

Reorganization at NSF
On October 27, a major reorganization took effect
at the National Science Foundation, Among the
changes affecting the U.S. Antarctic Research Prograin was the establishment of the positions of Assistant Director and Deputy Assistant Director for
National and International Programs. Dr. T. 0.
Jones, formerly Division Director, Environmental
Sciences, was appointed Acting Deputy Assistant Director for National and International Programs, of
which the Office of Antarctic Programs became a
part.
Other NSF activities that became part of National and International Programs were the Offices
of Sea Grant Programs, International Programs, National Centers and Facilities Operations, Computing
Activities, and Science Information Service.
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