31, and records on the invertebrates sorted at SOSC
from samples taken by representatives of the University of Southern California on Cruises 1-32. The
sorting of both benthic and pelagic samples from
these collections are represented in the inventory. In
addition, approximately 1,692 records are listed on
specimens found in 92 benthic samples which were
sorted at the American Museum of Natural History.
These latter samples were collected by representatives
of the Lament-Doherty Geological Observatory aboard
R/V Vema.
With incorporation of the backlog of SOSC records
nearing completion, emphasis in the forthcoming
months will shift to the compilation and processing of
records from the many other institutions with holdings of antarctic specimens. An initial index to such
collections is being prepared, noting the general types
and quantities of materials by institution or responsible scientist or both. Successful attempts to acquire
the necessary records, including basic sampling data,
from throughout the country will result in a centralized data source on the locations, types and quantities
of specimens, stage of identification, and availability
of specimens for study.
As par, the National Science Foundation's continuing effort to realize as much scientific gain as
possible from the USARP marine collections, SOSC
this year was requested to devise and supply the research vessels with data recording forms. These forms,
to be used by all participating biologists, have been
provided for USNS Eltanin, R/V Hero and USCGC
Glacier. A preassigned sample number, from a consecutive series for each vessel, is printed on the forms,
and spaces are designed for the recording of basic
sampling data and other desirable information such as
environmental factors in the area at the time of sampling, and station numbers for later correlation with
hydrographic and other activities. The data sheet for
each sample is prepared in triplicate, with one copy
designated for the vessel library, one for the collector,
and one for return to SOSC. The latter copy will
enable systematic documentation of the USARP
marine sampling efforts as a valuable data source for
present and future studies of the biota of antarctic
waters.

arctic science. The series presents collections of original contributions that are of value not only to scientists and students involved in antarctic studies, but
also to those whose major scientific interests lie outside that region. Since September 1968, volumes 12
and 13 have been released.
Volume 12, Antarctic Bird Studies, edited by
Oliver L. Austin, is representative of recent years'
upsurge of interest in the opportunities for biological
research afforded by the great rookeries of antarctic
birds. The 262-page volume contains 8 papers with
illustrations, and is priced at $16.50.
Volume 13, Antarctic Ascidiacea, is a monograph
by Dr. Patricia Kott of the University of Queensland.
This book presents a comprehensive summary of
available information on the 126 known species of
these marine organisms, based on examination of specimens collected under U.S. Government auspices,
1947-1965. It contains a thorough discussion of the
ecology and zoogeographic distribution of the ascidians as well as a systematic account. The 239-page,
illustrated volume is priced at $14.00.
Volumes on oceanography, geology, glaciology,
biology, human adaptability, micropul sat ions, and
meteorology, as well as a biological monograph are
being compiled. Several other volumes are in the early
planning stages and will be devoted to petrology,
terrestrial biology, the International Weddell Sea Expedition, and botanical studies at the Juan Fernández
Islands; in addition, four biological monographs are
planned.
The first 11 volumes of the series (see Antarctic
Journal, vol. III, no. 5, p. 211) are still available
through the American Geophysical Union, Suite 435,
2100 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W., Washington,
D.C. 20037.
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The Antarctic Research Series, initiated in 1963 by
the American Geophysical Union with the aid of a
grant from the National Science Foundation, provides
a focal point for research papers in all fields of ant236

The production of the English edition of the Soviet
Antarctic Expedition Information Bulletin is continuing, and the English editions are issued as promptly
as possible after the receipt of the Russian editions
from the U.S.S.R. Since the time of the last report
(see Antarctic Journal, vol. III, no. 5, p. 211), we
have completed numbers 63-66, comprising the last
four numbers of the 12 issues that have been designated volume 6, and we have initiated the production
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