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The jet age came to Antarctica on November 14
when a U.S. Air Force C-141 Starlifter landed at
Williams Field, McMurdo Station, with 12.5 tons
of cargo aboard. The giant transport's 2,140-mile
flight from Christchurch, New Zealand, took only 5
hours and 52 minutes. It was a first step in deter-
mining whether large jet aircraft can be operated
under antarctic conditions.

The c-i 41 is the Air Force's first pure-jet airplane
specifically designed for high-speed cargo handling
and transport. It can carry 68,500 pounds of cargo
or 154 passengers. Powered by four Pratt and
Whitney turbofan engines, each of which develops
21,000 pounds of takeoff thrust, the Lockheed air-
craft has a maximum cruising speed of 550 miles
per hour and a range of 3,200 miles on full load.

Planning for the cold-weather evaluation flight
began at a conference held in May 1966 at Travis
Air Force Base, California, to coordinate airlift sup-
port for Deep Freeze 67. Conference members
from the U.S. Naval Support Force, Antarctica, and
the Military Airlift Command (MAC) recognized
that the C-130 would, in time, be replaced by larger,
pure-jet aircraft, and they felt it desirable to test the
C-141's ability to support antarctic operations. The
technical problems involved, such as operating the
aircraft compass system below 60°S., were over-
come by September, allowing final preparations to be-
gin. On November 9, a C-141 from Travis Air Force
Base was ready at Christchurch for the test flight.

The first fly-in was attempted on November 10-
11, but high, gusty winds at McMurdo Station
forced the C-141 to return to New Zealand. On No-
vember 13, Air Force Captain Howard Geddes
again headed the Starlifter for Antarctica. It ar-
rived at McMurdo under ideal weather conditions.
After circling the station for 20 minutes, the plane
made a perfect landing that used only 4,000 of the
available 10,000 feet of ice runway. Accompanying
Captain Geddes on this history-making flight was
the Task Force Commander, Rear Admiral Fred E.
Bakutis. Within two hours the plane was unloaded,
serviced, and on its way back to New Zealand.

Presently, the C-121 Super Constellation and the
C-130 Hercules carry passengers and priority cargo
to the Antarctic. The C-121 requires 10 hours to
make the 2,140-mile trip and the C-130, 8 hours.
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U.S. Air Force C-Ui Starlifter at McMurdo Station.

The C-141, which can travel the distance in less than
5 1/2 hours, can carry more than twice as much cargo
as the Hercules and over three times as much as the
Constellation. The range of the aircraft introduces an
additional safety factor to the operations. Like the
Hercules, the Starlifter has a rear door for fast,
straight-in cargo loading. Its cargo compartment,
which is 70 feet long and has a capacity of 6,547
cubic feet, can be easily converted to accommodate
passengers.

Committee on Polar Research:
Harry Wells Retires;

Louis DeGoes New Executive Secretary
At the end of September 1966, Harry W. Wells

retired as Executive Secretary of the Committee on
Polar Research of the National Academy of Sciences,
having served in that position since 1962. Before
coming to the Academy, Mr. Wells held the posi-
tion of Science Attaché, U.S. Embassy, Rio de
Janeiro; during 1932-1962, he was on the research
staff of the Carnegie Institution.

Louis DeGoes became the new Executive Secre-
tary as of January 1967. He is well familiar with
polar work as a result of serving six years as Direc-
tor of the Terrestrial Sciences Laboratory, Air
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