
mendation IV-28, the Representatives advise their
governments to accept the French offer.

6. Recommendation III-VII, adopted at the
Brussels meeting in 1964, has not yet come into ef-
fect. That Recommendation asks the governments
to encourage Parties which do not attend Con-
sultative Meetings to accept approved Recom-
mendations and to signify their intent to apply and be
bound by them. Several Consultative Parties felt it
was desirable to make clear that Recommendation
III-VII in no sense diminishes the responsibilities
which Acceding Parties assumed in acceding to the
Treaty. The Representatives, therefore, adopted an
Explanatory Statement Concerning Recommenda-
tion III-VII. In that statement, the considerations
that are pertinent to the application of Recom-
mendation III-VII are set forth so that there can be
no misunderstanding of the intent of the Recom -
mendation.

At the close of the Fourth Consultative Meeting,
warm and well-merited appreciation was expressed
by all the Representatives to the Government of
Chile; to the Chairman of the meeting, Ambassador
Julio Escudero; to the Secretary General, Mr. Fran-
cisco José Oyarzun; and to the hard-working and
capable members of the language and secretariat
staffs.

Ninth Meeting of the
Scientific Committee on

Antarctic Research

HENRY M. DATER
U.S. Naval Support Force, Antarctica

Delegates from the 12 member nations, accom-
panied by their advisers, and representatives of
seven international scientific unions assembled in
Santiago, Chile, from September 20 to 23, 1966, for
the ninth meeting of the Scientific Committee on
Antarctic Research (SCAR). The 61 attendees
considered such subjects as measures for antarctic
conservation and the incorporation of antarctic
meteorological observations into a global weather-
reporting system. They also planned future SCAR
activities and reorganized some of SCAR's working
groups to reflect new trends in antarctic research.

The sessions, held at the Universidad Tecnica del
Estado, were preceded by the Symposium on Ant-
arctic Oceanography (cf. article infra). During the
period of the Symposium and the subsequent SCAR
meeting, an international antarctic exhibit, organ-
ized by the Chilean Government, was held in the
Great Hall of the University of Chile. The Chilean

Antarctic Institute made all the local arrangements
for the SCAR meeting and provided the clerical and
other services needed. The President of Chile held
a reception for the attendees.

The detailed work was undertaken by the Work-
ing Groups on Biology and Oceanography and a
Working Group of Delegates. The Working Group
on Logistics held an unscheduled ad hoc meeting
for the purpose of reorganizing and planning its fu-
ture activities.

Perhaps the most complex deliberations under-
taken were those of the Working Group on Biology.
In 1964, at the Third Consultative Meeting, the Ant-
arctic Treaty Powers recommended measures relat-
ing to the conservation of flora and fauna. In addi-
tion to general rules of conservation, the measures
included a provision to afford special protection to
certain species and areas. At that time, the Treaty
governments did not, however, attempt to designate
either the species or the areas, but requested SCAR
to consider the matter. After long and careful
study, the Working Group on Biology proposed
that 2 species of seals and 14 areas deserved special
protection. The seals—the fur and the Ross—are
rare and little-known species. Included among the
Specially Protected Areas were four of particular in-
terest to U.S. scientists—Capes Hallett and Crozier,
and Beaufort and Sabrina Islands.

The Working Group on Biology also considered
the related topics of pelagic sealing and the taking
of fauna in the pack ice. It recognized that com-
mercial exploitation of seal stocks might occur, but
pointed out that present knowledge was too scanty
to permit fixing quotas or making other regulations.
It urged vigorous studies of seals and other pack-ice
fauna and suggested the creation of a special sub-
group of experts to investigate the problems in-
volved. The Group also proposed a standardized
form for reporting animals taken or killed under
permit. All of these suggestions were approved by
SCAR and referred to the national committees
which, in turn, brought them to the attention of their
governments in preparation for the Fourth Treaty
Consultative Meeting (cf. article supra).

Meteorology

In the field of meteorology, SCAR has recognized
the program of the World Meteorological Or-
ganization (WMO) for the establishment of a global
weather-reporting system to be called the "World
Weather Watch." This development relieves SCAR
of its concern with the collecting, reporting, and
analyzing of weather data for operational pur-
poses. In 1959, the Australian Government, at the
invitation of SCAR, set up an International Ant-

January-February, 1967	 15



arctic Analysis Centre (IAAC) at Melbourne to pro-
vide this weather service. With the assumption of
operational analyses by WMO, the decision was
made to shift the emphasis at the Centre to meteoro-
logical research and to change its name to Interna-
tional Antarctic Meteorological Research Centre.
SCAR members are invited to send promising young
scholars to the Centre.

The Working Group on Meteorology assessed the
work of the former International Antarctic Analysis
Centre and prepared a resolution of appreciation,
which was adopted by SCAR at its final session. The
resolution thanked the various organizations which
had contributed to the success of the Centre; the
United States was cited for its efficient operation of
the Navy communications center at McMurdo,
through which the greater part of the antarctic
meteorological data reached the IAAC and, par-
ticularly, for its invaluable cooperation and its con-
tinuous and extensive effort to improve communica-
tions between Antarctica and Australia.

This development in meteorology is typical
of those occurring in other scientific fields. Increas-
ingly, Antarctica is being treated as part of the
greater whole, rather than separately, and investiga-
tions there are being coordinated with global pro-
grams. This is reflected in a resolution to invite and
seek travel funds for representation of international
scientific unions at SCAR meetings.

SCAR Reorganizes

Another trend is the organization of subgroups of
specialists under existing working groups. Before
the SCAR meeting, three working groups had al-
ready organized subgroups, and others had indicated
a desire to do so. SCAR gave authority to the
working groups to create such subgroups as they be-
lieved necessary and suggested that participants
might include representatives of appropriate interna-
tional scientific bodies. SCAR also provided for the
creation of a new working group to investigate pos-
sible uses of space vehicles in antarctic research.
Unlike the older working groups, which consisted of
members named by national committees, this one will
be made up of nominees of relevant working groups,
such as Upper Atmosphere Physics, Meteorology,
Oceanography, Glaciology, and Geodesy.

These developments represent a natural growth.
As late as a decade ago, relatively little was known
about the Antarctic, and early programs were of a
general, exploratory nature. Now, however, the
outlines of antarctic phenomena have been dis-
cerned, and scientific investigations are becoming
more detailed and specialized. A specific program
may be of interest to only a small number of persons

in a given field of research and is, therefore, a proper
concern for a small group of specialists. On the
other hand, certain fields of research have revealed
a need for interdisciplinary studies. Both the me-
teorologists and biologists, for example, are inter-
ested in oceanography. SCAR, therefore, authorized
the secretaries of working groups to arrange for
cross-representation.

The matters of emphasis and organization were
considered by the Working Group of Delegates. As
a result of the delegates' deliberations, the Working
Groups on Geomagnetism and Communications
were abolished. The functions of the former were
distributed between the Working Groups on Upper
Atmosphere Physics and Solid Earth Geophysics.
The Working Group on Logistics, inactive since the
Logistics Symposium held in 1962 at Boulder, Col-
orado, was reconstituted, and responsibility for com-
munications was transferred to it. This Group was
authorized to establish a subgroup of three or four
active communications experts to concentrate on fre-
quency allocations and the technical problems asso-
ciated with schedules. It was also believed desirable
to form a small group to investigate the problem of
snow static and other environmental phenomena
that impair telecommunications. The reconstituted
Working Group held an ad hoc meeting at which
8 of the 12 member nations were represented.

The frequency of working-group meetings is di-
rectly related to how often SCAR meets. In the
early years of SCAR, 2 to 4 of the 11 working
groups met concurrently with the parent organiza-
tion, i.e., annually. At the 1964 meeting, however, it
was decided to hold the next meeting in 1966. Con-
siderable discussion occurred among the 1966 dele-
gates about the frequency of future meetings. Sen-
timent was divided between one- and two-year in-
tervals. A compromise was reached that called for
a full meeting every two years (Japan invited
SCAR to hold its next meeting in Tokyo in 1968)
and a meeting of the executive committee during
the intervening years. Two to four working groups
would meet concurrently with SCAR, and "some"
working groups and subgroups would be present
when the executive committee met.

SCAR's decision to meet every two years con-
flicted with the rule requiring triennial elections for
President and Vice President. It was proposed,
therefore, that the terms of office be extended to
four years. This change will become effective when
approved by the International Council of Scientific
Unions. Dr. Laurence M. Gould, of the United
States, and Rear Admiral Rodolfo N. Panzarini, of
Argentina, were reelected as President and Vice
President, respectively, and Dr. Gordon de Q. Robin,
of Great Britain, will continue as Secretary.
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