For reflection and praver...

Discuss the questions from yesterday’s assignment with
your prayer partners.

Am | willing to ask God to make clear what needs to be
surrendered to Him as | reflect on my identity? If not,
can | identify why not?

Pray for each other in your group.

Living out the Great

Commandment
through

Surrender and Trust
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September 21 - September 23
“Of all the commandments, which is the most important?”

“The most important one,” answered Jesus, “is this: ‘Hear, O
Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. Love the Lord your God
with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind
and with all your strength. ‘The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor

as yourself. ‘“There is no commandment greater than these.”
Mark 12: 28b-31



Dear Father in Heaven,

We thank You for gathering us together this weekend to learn of Your precious
truths. You are our Father and we are Your children, eager to hear and know You
better. None is more mighty or worthy of our praise and adoration than You.

Thank you for your servant Marcy, for all she has done to prepare for this
weekend. Fill her with your spirit and your words to further your kingdom in us.
As she speaks, set her aside and let us only hear what you have for us.

Guide us through this weekend and open your word to us that we may learn to
love you in ways we never knew before. Teach us what it means to surrender to
You completely and help us to be willing to do so. Strengthen our relationship
with you so that all we desire is to trust you with our whole being.

Work within us to mold and shape us into the women you long for us to be so that
we may love you more fully. Just as the Potter has his own way with the clay,
have your own way with us so we become pots worthy to be a dwelling place for
your spirit and valuable for your service.

In turn, Father, help us to take what you give us so that we may love those
around as you would. Teach us what it means to extend your love to others when
it is not easy or convenient to do so. May we be the light of your spirit that draws
others to yourself through your love.

Spirit of the Living God fall afresh on each one of us even now. Melt us, mold us,
fill us and use us as you will. Convict us, cleanse us, and teach us anew this
weekend. We give you all praise and glory and honor as we look to you.

In Jesus’ wonderful and awesome name,
Amen
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Be completely humble and
gentle; be patient, bearing -
with one another in love

Ephesians 4:2




Saturday Morning - Loving God...Heart and Soul

Dear Lord, You be the needle and | be the thread. You go first, and |

will follow wherever You may lead.

—Congolese believer

Friday Night - What shows God | love Him?

And so, dear brothers and sisters, | plead with you to give your bodies
to God. Let them be a living and holy sacrifice — the kind he will accept.
When you think of what He has done for you, is this too much to ask?
Don’t copy the behavior and customs of this world, but let God

transform you into a new person by changing the way you think.
Romans 12:1-2 (NLT)

“Surrender is yielding your will to the lordship of Christ because you
have been transformed by the Gospel of Christ.” Rob Bugh




Where am | on the Big Arrow of Life?

Home

Mature in Christ

-I_ New Birth

Birth

For reflection and praver...

Where am | on the Big Arrow of Life?

What is my identity at this time in my life?

A new commandment | give you:

you, so you must love one another.
All men will know you are my
disciples if you love one another.
——————————————— John 13:34,35

Pray together “My Most Basic Act of Worship”.

Love one another. As | have loved



Hand Over the Keys - Pastor Eric Simpson 2/28/10
Matthew 16

We like having Jesus in the car but we're not quite sure
about the driver's seat. If | hand over the keys of my life
to Jesus that means I'm relinquishing control and I'm not
confident He's going to handle things the way | want
things handled. If | hand over the keys then my time
isn't my time anymore, it's His time to direct it how He
wants. If | hand over the keys my money isn't my money
anymore, it's His money to be stewarded as He wishes.
My mouth isn't my mouth anymore, | don't get to say
what | want, how | want, when | want...it's His mouth.

The only way to become the person God created you to
become and to live the life He called you to live is to
consistently hand the keys over to Jesus. It's called
surrender, and unfortunately it's not a one and done
deal; it's a lifestyle.

Surrender. Handing over the keys. There is no way for a
human being to come to God that does not involve
surrender —-- denial of self, taking up of the cross, losing
our life, handing over the keys.

This has much less to do with what you believe and
much more to do with how you live. It is possible to
believe all the right things about Jesus yet never hand
over the keys...at the end of the day what we ultimately
believe is reflected in how we live. If you really want to
know what a person believes about God, don't just listen
to her talk, watch her live her life for a month or two.
That will reveal her true theology.
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Saturday Night - Loving God...Mind and Strength

You, my brothers, were
called to be free. But do not
use your freedom to indulge

the sinful nature; rather,
serve one another in love.
——————————————————— Galatians 5:13

Surrender is the heart of worship. Rick Warren




Be devoted to one another in
brotherly love. Honor one = @
another above yourselves.
Romans 12:120 _ __
Let no debt remain outstanding,
except the continuing debt to
love one another....
Romans 13:8 ~ —————————————————

For reflection and praver...

Choose one specific area you know that you need to
surrender to Jesus. Are you willing to ask Him to help
you “to be willing” to surrender this to Him and trust
Him in this area? Write this down, and share it with your
prayer partners, if you are willing; or make it your
unnamed request for prayer.

In your prayer group, pray for each other that the power
of God would help you “to be willing” to surrender this
one area in the coming days.
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For I am not ashamed of this Good News
about Christ. It is the power of God at
work, saving everyone who believes... = —————————————

Romans 1:16

14

For reflection and praver...

Fear is an enemy to surrendering. Discuss where you
see fear keeping you from surrendering to God in a
specific area.

Pride is an enemy to surrendering. Can you identify an
area or situation or feeling in your life that might be
influenced by pride?

11



What do you think surrender to God might look like in Sunday Morning - Loving Others
this specific area?

_____________________________________ You are the light of the world -- like a
city on a mountain, glowing in the night = ———=—=—=—=—====—==—=
for all to see. Don't hide your light
under a basket! Instead, putitona @  —————————————
stand and let it shine for all. In the
same way, let your good deeds shine
out for all to see, so that everyone will
praise your heavenly Father."

Matthew 5:14-16
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Faith is the root, and surrender is the fruit.

People don't care how
———————————————————— much we know until they
know how much we care.

24

The following are some reasons | would want to hand
over the keys (the fruit of surrender):

LOSE: trying to control everything and everyone
GAIN: a wise, loving, competent God guiding my life

LOSE: tethering my self-worth to outcomes
GAIN: an identity that is secure regardless of
circumstances

LOSE: the weariness of constantly defending myself
GAIN: the peace that flows from resting in God as my
defender

LOSE: the burden of trying to be somebody I'm not
GAIN: a freedom to be who God made me to be

Then Jesus said to his disciples, “If anyone
would come after me, he must deny himself
and take up his cross and follow me. For
whoever wants to save his life will lose it,
but whoever loses his life for me will find it.”

Matthew 16:24-25
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Three core convictions that enable me to surrender:

1. Confidence in God’s sovereignty.
2. Confidence in God’s unfailing love.
3. Confidence in the goodness of God.

For Christ's sake, we as Christians

——————————————— care much about all suffering,
especially everlasting suffering.

——————————————— John Piper
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Someone has said that the will of God is exactly what we would choose if we

knew what God knows.

We cannot love God and not love the
———————————————— mission that is closest to His heart.
Krishnan ~

Take My Life and Let it Be

Frances Havergal - 1874

Take my life and let it be
Consecrated, Lord, to Thee.
*Take my moments and my days,
Let them flow in endless praise.

Take my hands and let them move
At the impulse of Thy love.
Take my feet and let them be
Swift and beautiful for Thee.

Take my voice and let me sing,
Always, only for my King.
Take my lips and let them be
Filled with messages from Thee.

Take my silver and my gold,
Not a mite would | withhold.
Take my intellect and use
Every pow’r as Thou shalt choose.

Take my will and make it Thine,
It shall be no longer mine.
Take my heart, it is Thine own,
It shall be Thy royal throne.

Take my love, my Lord, | pour
At Thy feet its treasure store.
Take myself and | will be
Ever, only, all for Thee.
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A human life, like clay, has almost limitless potential when yielded

to the heavenlv Potter's touch. -- J. Oswald Sanders

Have Thine Own Way Lord

Have Thine'own way, Lord,
Have Thine own way;
Thou art the Potter,

| am the clay.
Mould me and 'make me
After Thy will,
While | am waiting;
Yielded and: still«

Have Thine ownrway, Lord,
Have Thine own way;
Search me and try me,
Master, today.
Whiter than snow, Lord,
Wash me just now,
As in Thy presence
Humbly | bow.

Have Thine own way, Lord,
Have Thine own way;
Wounded and weary,

Help me, | pray.
Power, all power,
Surely is Thine,
Touch me and heal me,
Savior divine.

Have Thine own way, Lord,
Have Thine own way;
Hold o'er my being
Absolute sway.

Fill with Thy Spirit
Till all shall see
Christ only, always,
Living in me.

But who are you, a human being, to talk back to God? “Shall what is formed say to
the one who formed it, ‘Why did you make me like this?’” Does not the potter have
the right to make out of the same lump of clay some pottery for special purposes
and some for common use” Romans 9: 20-22
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All that is important in life is God and people and connecting the former with
the latter. - Ann Ortland

Our supreme purpose is to glorify God.
Our supreme task is to evangelize the
lost. In the truest sense, the latter most
faithfully fulfills the former. To
evangelize the lost glorifies God on the
highest level.

————————————— --Dick Eastman
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Above all, love each other deeply,
because love covers over a
multitude of sins. Offer hospitality
_______________ to one another without grumbling.
Each one should use whatever gift
____________________________________________________ he has received to serve others,
faithfully administering God’s

grace in its various forms.

____________________________________________________ 1 Peter 4:8-10

All of us surrender to something all the time. We can choose who we
Say "No" to self; "Yes" to Jesus every time. - William Borden surrender to, but we can't choose the consequences.
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Now that you have purified
yourselves by obeying the truth
so that you have sincere love
for your brother, love one
another deeply, from the heart.
1 Peter 1:22

Extreme pain and extraordinary surrender go together often.
From Rob Bugh, When the Bottom Drops Out

The Christian way is different: harder, and easier. Christ says, "Give me all.
| don't want so much of your time and so much of your money and so much
of your work: | want you. | have not come to torment your natural self,
but to kill it. No half-measures are any good. | don't want to cut off a
branch here and a branch there, | want to have the whole tree down. Hand
over the whole natural self, all the desires which you think innocent as well
as the ones you think wicked ---the whole outfit. | will give you a new self
instead. In fact, | will give you Myself; my own will shall become yours.
--C.S.Lewis
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Dear friends, let us love one
another, for love comes from God.
—————————————— Everyone who loves has been born - —————————————
of God and knows God.

1 John 4:7

This is the message you
heard from the beginning:
We should love one another.
1John 3:11

The most loving thing I can do for my neighbors is bring them to Jesus.
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Dear friends, since God so
————————————————— loved us, we also ought to love
one another. No one has ever
seen God; but if we love each

_________________ other, God lives in us and his
love is made complete in us.
_________________ 1John 4:11,12

May the lord make your love
increase and overflow for each
other and for everyone else, just
as ours does foryou. @ @ ——————————————— ——

1 Thessalonians 3:12

Now about brotherly love we do
not need to write to you, for you
yourselves have been taught by
God to love each other.

1 Thessalonians 4:9
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Good Reading

Living Sacrifice, by Dr. Helen Roseveare

Heart, Mind, Strength, Loving God with All You've Got, by
Sunder Krishnan

Surrender, the Heart God Controls, by Nancy Leigh DeMoss

Dangerous Surrender, What Happens When You Say Yes to
God, by Kay Warren

Let Go, by Fenelon

Hearing Jesus Speak into Your Sorrow, by Nancy Guthrie

When the Bottom Drops Out, Finding Grace in the Depths of
Disappointment, by Robert Bugh

31 Days of Praise, by Ruth Myers

31 Days of Power, by Ruth and Warren Myers
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Your Most Basic Act of Worship

Lord, I'm Yours.
Whatever the cost may be, may Your will be done in my life.
| realize I'm not here on earth to do my own thing, or to seek my own
fulfillment or my own glory.

I’'m not here to indulge my desires, to increase my possessions, to
impress people, to be popular, to prove I’'m somebody important, or
to promote myself.

I’'m not here even to be relevant or successful by human standards.
I’'m here to please You.

| offer myself to You, for You are worthy.
All that | am or hope to be, | owe to You.

I’'m Yours by creation, and every day | receive from You, life and
breath and all things. And I’'m Yours because You bought me, and the
price You paid was the precious blood of Christ.

You alone, the Triune God, are worthy to be my Lord and Master.
| yield to You, my gracious and glorious heavenly Father; to the Lord
Jesus who loved me and gave Himself for me; to the Holy Spirit and
His gracious influence and empowering.

All that | am and all that | have | give to You.
| give You any rebellion in me, which resists doing Your will.
| give You my pride and self-dependence, which tell me | can do Your
will in my own power if | try hard enough.
| give You my fears, which tell me I'll never be able to do Your will in
some areas of life.
| consent to let You energize me...to create within me, moment by
moment, both the desire and the power to do Your will.

| give You my body and each of its members...my entire inner being:

my mind, my emotional life, my will...my loved ones...my marriage or
my hopes for marriage...my abilities and gifts...my strengths and
weaknesses...my health...my status (high or low)...my possessions...my
past, my present, and my future...when and how I’ll go Home.

I’'m here to love You, to obey You, to glorify You. O my Beloved, may |

be a joy to You!

34



