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� God is at work to uncover what we try to cover in our own wisdom & strength. (v. 18-23) 
 
When I kept it all inside, my bones turned to powder, my words became daylong groans. The pressure 
never let up; all the juices of my life dried up. – Psalm 32:3-4 
 
“There is nothing concealed that will not be disclosed, or hidden that will not be made known. What you 
have said in the dark will be heard in the daylight, and what you have whispered in the ear in the inner 
rooms will be proclaimed from the roofs.” – Luke 12:2-3 
 
 
 

� Grace has a way of piercing through the darkness. (v. 25-28) 
 
justice = getting what you deserve 
vs. 
mercy = not getting what you do deserve 
vs.  
grace = getting what you don’t deserve 
 
works-based righteousness = live differently to receive God’s grace 
grace-based righteousness = receive God’s grace then live accordingly 
 
“Have you been changed by grace? Shaped by grace? Strengthened by grace? Emboldened by grace?  
Softened by grace? Snatched by the nape of your neck and shaken to your senses by grace? God’s grace has 
a drenching about it. A wildness about it. A white-water, riptide, turn-you-upside-downness about it. Grace 
comes after you. It rewires you. From insecure to God-secure. From regret-riddled to better-because-of-it. 
From afraid-to-die to ready-to-fly. Grace is the voice that calls us to change and then gives us the power to 
pull it off.” – Max Lucado 
 
Confession is not… 

• telling God what you think He doesn’t already know (that’s impossible). 

• complaining and whining about my problems. 

• blaming others and pointing the finger at everyone else. 

 
Confession… 

• is a wholehearted, honest assessment of my life as God sees it. 

• says, “What I did was wrong, it was sin. But your grace is greater than my sin, so I confess it.” 

• says, “I am not who I used to be but I am not yet all that God wants me to be.” 

 
The larger our vision becomes of God’s grace, the more fluent we will become in the language of confession.  
 
“Every time you make a choice you are turning the central part of you, the part of you that chooses, into 
something a little different from what it was before. And taking your life as a whole, with all your  
innumerable choices, all your life long you are slowly turning this central thing either into a heavenly  
creature or into a hellish creature: either into a creature that is in harmony with God, and with other  
creatures, and with itself, or else into one that is in a state of war and hatred with God, and with its  
fellow-creatures, and with itself. To be the one kind of creature is…joy and peace and knowledge and  
power. To be the other means madness, horror, idiocy, rage, impotence, and eternal loneliness. Each  
of us at each moment is progressing to the one state or the other.” – C.S. Lewis 

 


