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� Gi edness doesn’t come packaged with character. 

 

The presence of spiritual gi�s doesn’t mean the immediate deployment of those gi�s. 

 

 
 

 

� God does some of His best work in “cisterns” & “wagon rides”. 

 

“…all the unhappiness of men arises from one single fact, that they cannot stay quietly in their own 

room.” – Blaise Pascal  

 

“Hence it comes people so much love noise and s#r; hence it comes that the prison is so horrible a 

punishment; hence it comes that the pleasure of solitude is a thing incomprehensible…yet there is 

another secret ins#nct, a remnant of the greatness of our original nature, which teaches that  

happiness in reality consists only in rest, not in being s#rred up.” – Blaise Pascal 

 

• God, what am I supposed to do with this? I don’t even know where to begin. 

• Lord, how did we get here? I’m numb, struggling to come to grips with my new reality. 

• Jesus, help me. I can’t fix this. I can’t see a way out. 

 

“The soul is like a wild animal—tough, resilient, resourceful, savvy, self-sufficient. It knows how to 

survive in hard places. But it is also shy. Just like a wild animal, it seeks safety in the dense  

underbrush. If we want to see a wild animal, we know that the last thing we should do is go crashing 

through the woods yelling for it to come out. But if we will walk quietly into the woods, sit pa#ently 

at the base of the tree, and fade into our surroundings, the wild animal we seek might put in an 

appearance.” – Parker Palmer 

 

If we’ll loosen the grip, relinquish control and li� up our eyes then we’ll find what Joseph  

found—God is there, He is with us, He is for us, He is able. And that will be enough.  


