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“God has yet to bless anyone except where they actually
are, and if we faithlessly discard situation after situation,
moment after moment, as not being “right,” we will simply
have no place to receive his kingdom into our life. For those
situations and moments are our life.” – Dallas Willard
 
 
 
 
“God’s love is not content to leave us in our weakness, and for this reason he takes us into a dark night. He
weans us from all the pleasures by giving us dry times and inward darkness…No soul will ever grow deep in
the spiritual life unless God works passively in that soul by means of the dark night.” – St. John of the Cross
 
James
 Half-brother of Jesus
 Senior pastor of Jerusalem church
 Author of the book of James
 Executed (via stoning) in 62 A.D.
 
 
 
Embracing the darkness…
 
 Because it takes you to places that comfort never will
 
“So, God may let us plateau for a while, say, between thirty and forty – ‘he’ll let you just sit there with your
satisfying definition of faith.’ Then God throws us a whammy or a double whammy to get us to go further.
If he doesn’t, we won’t move outside our comfort zone. Unless we’re kicked or pulled or shoved, we all
take the path of least resistance – understandably. Life is hard enough; why would we make it harder on
ourselves? We won’t move, ordinarily, until the old answers don’t work anymore. Pain is an activator that
forces us to choose between what is important and what is not.” – Richard Rohr
 
 
 
 Because it will test your joyful confidence in God
 
“In the spiritual life God chooses to try our patience first of all by His slowness. He is slow; we are 
swift…because we are but for a time, and He has been for eternity…We must wait for God, long, meekly, in
the wind and wet, in the thunder and the lightning, in the cold and the dark. Wait, and He will come. He
never comes to those who do not wait. He does not go their road. When He comes, go with Him, but go
slowly, fall a little behind; when He quickens His pace, be sure of it, before you quicken yours. But when He
slackens, slacken at once; and do not be slow only, but silent, very silent, for He is God.” – Frederick Faber
 
Darkness and slowness are dance partners in the spiritual life.


