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shalom = wholeness, completeness, the way things are supposed to be
 
What kind of a Shepherd are we invited to live with?
 
 Good = always at work with our best in mind
Psalm 119:68
"You are good, and what you do is good; teach me your decrees"
 
“Those who are selfish and spiteful and mean are intimately acquainted with guilt, loneliness, 
remorse, and self-hatred. They know what it feels like to have darkness surround and overtake them.
This does not solve the problem entirely, but it gives us a glimpse into the goodness of God. God
promises that those who love and serve, and are honest and faithful, will know a kind of joy and
peace that those who are evil never will.” – James Bryan Smith
 
 Loving = God’s love is sacrificial, unconditional, & relentless
1 John 4:16
And so we know and rely on the love God has for us. God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God,
and God in him.
 
“When I was 8-years-old, I lost my father to cancer. A week after his burial, I became severely ill…
I still remember how my mother, newly widowed, cared for me. She did not discuss with me how 
I felt. Instinctively she took me into her arms and caressed my back with her gentle hands, reassuring
me with words of comfort and love for me. I grew so sick that I was hospitalized. Since we lived in a
remote village about 10 miles from the hospital, my mother carried me there on her back, walking
powerfully, uphill and down. With tears streaming down her cheek, she said, ‘Son, Daddy is not here.
But Mommy is still here. Hang in there. We will make it to the hospital soon.’” – Dennis Ngien         
                                                                                                                                        (Vietnamese Christian)
 
“A love that does not suffer with the suffering of the beloved is not love at all.” – Dennis Ngien
 
 Strong = able to see us through whatever we’re going through
Psalm 59:9
O my Strength, I watch for you; you, O God, are my fortress, my loving God.
 
 Generous = not lacking in resources, lavish with his love, abundant in his grace
Psalm 23:5
“…my cup overflows”
 
God relates to us from a position of generosity not scarcity.
 
“If we are to take risks, to be free, in the air, in life, we have to know there’s a catcher. We have to
know that when we come down from it all, we’re going to be caught, we’re going to be safe. The
great hero is the least visible. Trust the catcher.” – Henri Nouwen


