
If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied. But Christ has 
indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 
                                                                                                                         - 1 Corinthians  15:19-
20
Changing the Conversation: 
 

→ Death doesn’t get the las t word
 

→ Speaking hope into exis tence
 

Quotes:
“The way we conceive the future sculpts  the present … the Chris tian fa i th has  a lways
been 
characterized by a  s trong and focused sense of the future, with bel ief in the Second
Coming of Jesus  as  the most dis tinctive deta i l  … For Chris tians , i t i s  the most important
thing to know and bel ieve about the future. The practica l  effect of this  bel ief i s  to charge
each moment of the present with hope. Paul ’s  two letters  to the Chris tians  in
Thessa lonica  … prod us  to continue to l ive forward in joyful  expectancy for what God wi l l
do next in Jesus .” - Eugene Peterson
 
“I hope you can find some consolation from Chris tiani ty’s  a ffi rmation that death i s  not
the end. Death i s  not a  period that ends  the great sentence of l i fe, but a  comma that
punctuates  i t to more lofty s igni ficance. Death i s  not a  bl ind a l ley that leads  the human
race into a  s tate of nothingness , but an open door, which leads  man into l i fe eternal . Let
this  daring fa i th be your susta ining power during these trying days .” - Martin Luther King
Jr.
 
“Hope i s  one of the Theologica l  vi rtues . This  means  that a  continual  looking forward to
the eternal  world i s  not (as  some people think) a  form of escapism or wishful  thinking,
but one of the things  a  Chris tian i s  meant to do. It does  not mean we are to leave the
present world as  i t i s . If you read his tory you wi l l  find that the Chris tians  who did most
for the present world were precisely those who thought most of the next. The Apostles
themselves , who set on foot the convers ion of the Roman Empire … the Engl i sh
Evangel ica ls  who abol i shed the Slave Trade, a l l  left thei r mark on Earth, precisely
because their minds  were occupied with Heaven. It i s  s ince Chris tians  have largely
ceased to think of the other world that they have become so ineffective in this .” - C.S.
Lewis

 
Resources:
Heaven by Randy Alcorn
Surprised by Hope by N.T. Wright
The Great Divorce by C.S. Lewis
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