
 

  

1 Corinthians 1:18 
For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are 
being saved it is the power of God. 

The message of the cross… 

 Blood-shedding forgiveness  

“In the 21st-century society, people have given sin a makeover, calling sin a mistake. 
God calls it iniquity. It is a disease of the soul. Society generally wants to campaign 
against disease, raise money to eradicate it. But the disease of sin is celebrated and 
glorified by society and especially in the pop culture of the day, ignoring the toll it takes 
in the physical, emotional, and spiritual realms. Society may boast that ‘sin is in,’ but 
the truth is that sin is in you, me, and everyone.”  
                                                                         – Billy Graham (interviewed Oct. 2013, age 94) 

 

 Life-giving death  

Luke 9:23 
[Jesus said]…“Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their 
cross daily and follow me.” 

mortification = to bring to a mortal end those dynamics in me that keep sin alive 

“…sin has gotten into our habits, and affects the recurring way I think, feel, desire, 
speak, and act. I can override a habit by willpower for a moment or two. Over the long 
haul, my habits will always defeat my willpower. My only hope is not a stronger will,  
it’s a new set of habits.” – John Ortberg 

 

 

 
“Nothing, not even the best and noblest, can go on as it is now. 
Nothing, not even what is lowest and most bestial, will not be raised 
again if it submits to death. It is sown a natural body, it is raised a 
spiritual body…Lust is a poor, weak, whimpering whispering thing 
compared with that richness and energy of desire which will arise 
when lust has been killed.” – C.S. Lewis 
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