
Notes & Quotes – March 3, 2013
Why Is It Taking So Long?

Series: Break Free
Exodus 13-14

Exodus 13:17-18
17 When Pharaoh let the people go, God did not lead them on the road through the Philistine country, 
though that was shorter. For God said, "If they face war, they might change their minds and return to 
Egypt." 18 So God led the people around by the desert road toward the Red Sea...

       Philistine Way = 200 mile trade route, 2-3 week journey                    God’s Way = 40 years thru 5 
barren deserts

Deuteronomy 8:2-5
2 Remember how the LORD your God led you all the way in the desert these forty years, to humble you 
and to test you in order to know what was in your heart, whether or not you would keep his commands. 3 
He humbled you, causing you to hunger and then feeding you with manna, which neither you nor your 
fathers had known, to teach you that man does not live on bread alone but on every word that comes 
from the mouth of the LORD. 4 Your clothes did not wear out and your feet did not swell during these forty 
years. 5 Know then in your heart that as a man disciplines his son, so the LORD your God disciplines 
you.

Exodus 13:21-22
21 By day the LORD went ahead of them in a pillar of cloud to guide them on their way and by night in a 
pillar of fire to give them light, so that they could travel by day or night. 22 Neither the pillar of cloud by 
day nor the pillar of fire by night left its place in front of the people.

 God doesn’t guarantee us the shortest route, He guarantees us His presence. (Exodus 13, 
Deut 8)

“Suppose the Israelites had known beforehand that God was planning to guide them toward an 
uncrossable body of water?  Suppose they had insisted that, before they left Egypt, scouts sent in 
advance report back that the route was clear, the Red Sea parted and waiting?  They would have 
remained slaves.  The water was only parted once they had acted in faith and followed God.  They could 
not count on any plans because God gave them none.  He only gave them himself.  God was the plan.”

 – Murray Andrew Pura
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Exodus 14:5-6
5 When the king of Egypt was told that the people had fled, Pharaoh and his officials changed their minds 
about them and said, "What have we done? We have let the Israelites go and have lost their services!"
6 So he had his chariot made ready and took his army with him.

Exodus 14:10-12
10 As Pharaoh approached, the Israelites looked up, and there were the Egyptians, marching after them. 
They were terrified and cried out to the LORD. 11 They said to Moses, "Was it because there were no 
graves in Egypt that you brought us to the desert to die? What have you done to us by bringing us out of 
Egypt? 12 Didn't we say to you in Egypt, 'Leave us alone; let us serve the Egyptians'? It would have been 
better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the desert!"

Exodus 14:13-14
13 Moses answered the people, "Do not be afraid. Stand firm and you will see the deliverance the LORD 
will bring you today. The Egyptians you see today you will never see again. 14 The LORD will fight for 
you; you need only to be still."

Exodus 14:21-28
21 Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and all that night the LORD drove the sea back with 
a strong east wind and turned it into dry land. The waters were divided, 22 and the Israelites went through 
the sea on dry ground, with a wall of water on their right and on their left. 23 The Egyptians pursued them, 
and all Pharaoh's horses and chariots and horsemen followed them into the sea. 24 During the last watch 
of the night the LORD looked down from the pillar of fire and cloud at the Egyptian army and threw it into 
confusion. 25 He made the wheels of their chariots come off so that they had difficulty driving. And the 
Egyptians said, "Let's get away from the Israelites! The LORD is fighting for them against Egypt." 26 Then 
the LORD said to Moses, "Stretch out your hand over the sea so that the waters may flow back over the 
Egyptians and their chariots and horsemen." 27 Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and at 
daybreak the sea went back to its place. The Egyptians were fleeing toward it, and the LORD swept them 
into the sea. 28 The water flowed back and covered the chariots and horsemen-- the entire army of 
Pharaoh that had followed the Israelites into the sea. Not one of them survived.

Exodus 14:31
And when the Israelites saw the great power the LORD displayed against the Egyptians, the people 
feared the LORD and put their trust in him and in Moses his servant.

 The details of our lives are going to be orchestrated in such a way that we, and the people 
around us, will conclude…only God. (Exodus 14)

• If you’re trying to manage your way around the next Red Sea then there’s your explanation on 
why 
you’re so exhausted and anxious. 

• If you can’t imagine walking through another “season of uncertainty” then you’ll probably retreat to 
Egypt. 

• If you’re focused on efficiency at the expense of character then you’ll be perpetually frustrated 
with 
God’s pace and route. 

• If you’re at the end of your rope, if you have no idea what to do next then you’re right on the cusp 
of seeing God come through.

 2 



Carl & Laurie Ralston – Founders of Remember Nhu
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