
Notes & Quotes – February 3, 2013
The Divine GO!

Series: How God Guides Lives
Genesis 11-12

“…when we take risks, we are living by faith, and God cares much more about the strength of our 
faith than he does about either our successes or our losses.” – M. Craig Barnes

“Do you ever wonder why there are people, why there is anything?  God's aim in human history is 
the creation of an inclusive community of loving persons, with himself included as its primary 
sustainer and most glorious inhabitant." – Dallas Willard

Genesis 11:31
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Terah took his son Abram, his grandson Lot son of Haran, and his daughter-in-law Sarai, the wife of his 
son Abram, and together they set out from Ur of the Chaldeans to go to Canaan. But when they came to 
Haran, they settled there.

The Abrahamic Covenant
Genesis 12:1-3
1  The LORD had said to Abram, "Leave your country, your people and your father's household and go to 
the land I will show you.  2  "I will make you into a great nation and I will bless you; I will make your name 
great, and you will be a blessing.  3  I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; 
and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you."

Discerning the Divine GO…

 The principle of the first step…God leads us on an “information as needed” basis

-- It’s Noah heading to the lumber yard to buy a pile of wood and a bucket of nails before the rain 
   started to fall (Genesis 6). 

-- It’s Namaan washing 7 times in the Jordan before he’s cured of leprosy (2 Kings 5). 

-- It’s Gideon’s army getting whittled down from 32,000 to 300 before the battle with 
   the Midianites (Judges 7). 

-- It’s Peter stepping out of the boat before he walked on the water (Matthew 14).

-- It’s Abraham packing up his bags before he knew where he was going (Genesis 12)

“Obedience is the opener of the eyes.” – George MacDonald 

Genesis 12:4-5
4  So Abram left, as the LORD had told him; and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years old 
when he set out from Haran. 5  He took his wife Sarai, his nephew Lot, all the possessions they had 
accumulated and the people they had acquired in Haran, and they set out for the land of Canaan, and 
they arrived there.

 The act of trust in the question mark…famines in promised lands?
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Abraham finally arrives in the much anticipated “Land of Canaan”…

Genesis 12:10
Now there was a famine in the land, and Abram went down to Egypt to live there for a while because the 
famine was severe.

After a 700 mile journey from Haran, they now have to travel 400 more miles south to Egypt.

God still sends the Divine GO into lives today, often our response to His “Go” is “No”…
• Abraham tries to say no because he's too old. 
• Timothy tries to say no because he's too young. 
• Esther tries to say no because she's the wrong gender. 
• Moses tries to say no because he has the wrong gifts. 
• Gideon tries to say no because he says he's from the wrong tribe. 
• Jonah tries to say no because he thinks he's being sent to the wrong city. 
• Paul tries to say no because he thinks he has the wrong background. 
• God keeps saying, "Go, go. You go." 
• Because if you’re not dead, you're not done.

Question marks…
-- develop trust, faith, perseverance, dependence, patience  
-- crucify self
-- keep us on our knees, in a posture of dependence
-- reset our roles and remind us whose story this really is  

In a famine…
-- you leave my will and receive Thy will
-- you leave my way and discover how committed you are to His way 
-- you leave my plans and walk in God’s plans
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