
Notes & Quotes – January 1, 2012
Life…Making It Count!

Psalm 1
“For a number of years I have now annually read through the Bible twice.  If the Bible were a large tree 
and all its words were little branches, I have tapped at all the branches, eager to know what was there 
and what it had to offer.”  – Martin Luther

January = named after Roman god, Janus

Psalm 1
1 Blessed is the man 
who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked 
or stand in the way of sinners 
or sit in the seat of mockers. 
2 But his delight is in the law of the LORD, 
and on his law he meditates day and night. 
3 He is like a tree planted by streams of water, 
which yields its fruit in season 
and whose leaf does not wither. 
Whatever he does prospers. 
4 Not so the wicked! 
They are like chaff 
that the wind blows away. 
5 Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, 
nor sinners in the assembly of the righteous. 
6 For the LORD watches over the way of the righteous, 
but the way of the wicked will perish. 

Harvesting grain in the ancient world was a three step process… 
1. Cut the stalks of grain down with hand sickles 
2. Bind the stalks together into sheaves 
3. Winnowing of the grain to sift away worthless residue 

Eliminating “chaff”…
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Are there certain relationships, activities, environments, and influences that leave you distant from God 
and disconnected from the kind of person He’s created you to be?

• Are there certain people that when you spend time with them the effect is a net negative when it 
comes to you feeling alive in Christ and motivated to walk in his ways? 

• Are there certain activities that you participate in that you know make God seem distant? 

• Are there certain media influences that you allow to enter your eyes and ears that don’t bring out 
God’s best in you?  They don’t leave you refreshed on the inside.  They deaden your soul.  

“You don’t hang out at Sin Saloon, you don’t slink along Dead-End Road, you don’t go to Smart-Mouth 
College.” – Eugene Peterson (translation of Psalm 1:1)

Prioritizing “tree-building”…
What’s it going to take to carve out a Scripture-saturated life?

To meditate on God’s Word means you internalize it, you let it saturate your mind, you let it shape your 
praying, you let it guide your decision making, you rehearse its truths over and over.  

Since God is primarily revealed in a book, knowing Him involves book-work.

God fashioned us together in such a way to run on the fuel of His word. 
• Jesus said in John 6:63 – “…the words I have spoken to you are spirit and they are life.” 
• Peter responded to a question of Jesus’ a few verses later in John 6:68 – “Lord, to whom shall we 

go? You have the words of eternal life.”
• Hebrews 4:12 says – “The word of God is living and active.  Sharper than a double-edged 

sword…”

A 365-day journey thru the New Testament story.  Our goal is to have a church-wide immersion in 
Matthew to Revelation over the next 12 months.  How are we going to do this? 

1.  We’re all going to be on the same bible reading plan for this year.  It’s called the One-Year-Bible.  
(show pic)  It has 365 entries, each day’s reading has an OT, NT, Psalm, and Proverb.  We’re just 
going to focus on the NT, Psalm, Proverb for each day.  If we stay at it then at the end of 2012 
we’ll have read all the way thru the NT, and twice thru the books of Psalms and Proverbs.  

www.oneyearbibleonline.com/readingplan/oneyearbiblereadingplan.pdf 
For smartphone users…download the app “You Version Bible” or “LifeChurch.tv”

2.  We’re going to align our Sunday morning teaching to the One Year Bible reading.  

3.  Many of the small group gatherings during the week will also be aligned to the One Year Bible 
reading schedule.

4. Surge (middle-school) & Impact (high school) ministries will be encouraging the students to join 
the same reading plan and they will follow the same One Year Bible teaching plan for their 
worship services.  

5. Young Adult ministry will also be aligned around the One Year Bible.

What’s the goal of all of this?  It’s tree-building.  It’s intentionally putting our hands to the plow of 
meditating on God’s Word day and night, of putting our roots down deeply into the stream of His living 
water.  It’s intentionally resisting the pull to setup camp in chaff-dom.  
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“Do not expect to master the Bible in a day, or a month, or a year.  Rather expect often to be puzzled by 
its contents…Great men of God often feel like novices when they read the Word…Let the Word break 
over your heart and mind again and again as the years go by, and imperceptibly there will come great 
changes in your attitude and outlook and conduct.  You will probably be the last to recognize these.  Often 
you will feel very, very small, because increasingly the God of the Bible will become to you wonderfully 
great.  So go on reading until you can read no longer, and then you will not need the Bible anymore, 
because when your eyes close for the last time in death, and never again read the Word of God in 
Scripture you will open them to the Word of God in the flesh, that same Jesus of the Bible whom you have 
known for so long, standing before you to take you forever to His eternal home.” 
          – Geoffrey Thomas

Song list from worship set…
The Time Has Come
Forever Reign 
I Surrender All
The Father’s Heart
Savior King
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