
Notes & Quotes – August 21, 2011
God & Mondays...the 83,000

Genesis 1
“No one finds self-esteem by being necessary.  It comes only through being loved, which can only be 
offered as a free gift.  God loves us not as a necessity but as a choice.  Only those who believe this are 
free to allow work to be just work and not their savior, and there is no other way to enjoy working.” 

– M. Craig Barnes 

“Nothing is so boring as sloppy work.” – John White 

“An unfulfilled vocation drains the color from a man’s entire existence.” – Balzac 

Genesis 1:1
In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.

3  And God said, "Let there be light," 
4  he separated the light from the darkness.
7  So God made the expanse…
8  God called the expanse "sky." 
10  … gathered waters
11  Then God said, "Let the land produce vegetation…
17  God set them in the expanse of the sky…
21  So God created the great creatures of the sea…
22  God blessed them…

Genesis 1:27
So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created 
them.

Theology of Work

 God gave His best and expects us to do the same 
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William Carey 
1761 – 1834
(missionary to India for 41 years



“I rose before six, read a chapter in the Hebrew Bible, and spent the time in private addresses to 
God and then attended family prayer.  I read a little Persian with a native assistant.

The moment breakfast was over sat down to some translation work from Sanskrit, continued this 
translation until 10:00, at which time I went to College (Ft. William) and attended the duties there 
(teaching Bengali, Sanskrit, and Marathi) till between 1:00 and 2:00.  When I returned home I examined a 
proof sheet of the Bengali translation of Jeremiah, which took till dinner time.  After dinner translated part 
of Matthew into Sanskrit.  This employed me till 6:00, after six sat down with a Tilingua pundit to learn that 
language.  

Mr. Thomas called in the evening.  I began to collect a few previous thoughts into the form of a 
sermon, at 7:00 and preached in English at 7:30.  I then sat down to write to you, after this I conclude the 
evening by reading a chapter in the Greek Testament, and commending myself to God.  I have never 
more time in a day than this, though the exercises vary.” 

    -- William Carey (in a letter dated June 12, 1806)

A Genesis 1 work-ethic

 Work is good, it’s a gift from God  

Genesis 1:28-30
28  God blessed them and said to them, "Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. 
Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every living creature that moves on the 
ground."  29  Then God said, "I give you every seed-bearing plant on the face of the whole earth and 
every tree that has fruit with seed in it. They will be yours for food.  30  And to all the beasts of the earth 
and all the birds of the air and all the creatures that move on the ground-- everything that has the breath 
of life in it-- I give every green plant for food." And it was so.

“…when we view our work as anything less than a sacred mission, we profane this created capacity into 
being just a way to make money.” – M. Craig Barnes 

God created work, He blessed work, and He placed within us a propensity to work.

 Enjoy the “feel of the finish”  

Genesis 1:4
God saw that the light was good…

Genesis 1:10
God called the dry ground "land," and the gathered waters he called "seas." And God saw that it was 
good.

Genesis 1:12
The land produced vegetation: plants bearing seed according to their kinds and trees bearing fruit with 
seed in it according to their kinds. And God saw that it was good.

Genesis 1:17-18
17  God set them in the expanse of the sky to give light on the earth,
18  to govern the day and the night, and to separate light from darkness. And God saw that it was good.

Genesis 1:21
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21  So God created the great creatures of the sea and every living and moving thing with which the water 
teems, according to their kinds, and every winged bird according to its kind. And God saw that it was 
good.

Genesis 1:31
God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. And there was evening, and there was morning-- the 
sixth day.

Work, produce, accomplish, create for 6 days then step back and 
         enjoy the fruit of your labor on 1 day (Sabbath).

Genesis 2:1-2
1  Thus the heavens and the earth were completed in all their vast array.  2  By the seventh day God had 
finished the work he had been doing; so on the seventh day he rested from all his work.

“I know people whose idea of recreation is twenty minutes on a stair machine reading motivational books.  
Who believe that the fruit of the spirit is push, shove, and trample.” – Phil Callaway 

Our tendency is to separate our work and our worship, when we do that we run the risk of our work 
becoming “formless & empty” (Genesis 1:2).  Learning to imitate God in our work recaptures 83,000 hours 
for worship and leverages 28 years for spiritual growth.

A Prayer of Vocation
“Lord, thank you that I have awakened this morning with breath of life in my lungs.  Each day is a 
gift and I’m grateful for today.  Thank you for work – for a place to imitate you and an occupation 
to offer my best to you.  Deepen my awareness of your presence throughout the day.  Teach me 
what it means to worship as I work – laboring with a heart of integrity and with hands of skill.  
In Jesus’ name, Amen.”  
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