
Notes & Quotes – February 6, 2011
Why Does It Have to Be So Complicated?

Colossians 3
Series:  The Art of Marriage

“The self-orientation of sin can produce a powerful attraction to another person, but that attraction should 
not be confused with love, because that attraction cannot do what love will do when the reasons for the 
attraction die.” – Paul David Tripp

“This is what is difficult about being a human being, about being alive:  not life itself, but the sharing of it; 
not mere existence, but relationship.  As persons, we have been called by God out of chaos and 
nothingness not simply to exist as the animals do, but to love.  Man has been designed specifically for the 
forming of relationships based on love, and it is at this point that the success or failure of all the rest of 
creation hangs in the balance.” – Mike Mason 

“Too often others are but the punctuation marks in the dry and windy monologues of our own self-
centered existence.” – Mike Mason 

“In a word, live together in the forgiveness of your sins, for without it no human fellowship, least of all 
marriage, can survive.” – Dietrich Bonhoeffer 

“Marriage is a submarine with Cinderella and Huck Finn shut inside.” – John & Stasi Eldredge

Colossians 3:12-19
12  Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, 
kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.  13  Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances 
you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you.  14  And over all these virtues put on 
love, which binds them all together in perfect unity.  15  Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since 
as members of one body you were called to peace. And be thankful  16  Let the word of Christ dwell in 
you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and 
spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God.  17  And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, 
do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him  18  Wives, submit to 
your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord.  19  Husbands, love your wives and do not be harsh with them.

Verse 12, Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved… [Identity]
 -- chosen, holy, loved

…clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.[Action]  

That’s normal Christian life, that’s not graduate school marriage counseling. 

And when someone wrongs you?  
Verse 13  Bear [endure] with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one 
another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you.  

Based upon the vertical forgiveness we’ve received from God, Paul says we’re to bend that vertical 
forgiveness out horizontally and apply it to the people around us, especially to our spouse.  That’s the 
Jesus’ way in a marriage.  That’s not the world’s way, that may not even be your parent’s way, but its 
Jesus’ way.  

I had a friend send me this email a couple weeks ago.  He said he had a long day at the office…
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But what really just killed me today, was to see another “Christian” marriage 
destroyed by selfishness, lust, and shear disobedience to clear biblical directives.  
I listened first to the husband, and then separately to the wife. They both logically 
explained how God’s grace will somehow cover their decision to divorce due to 
unmet needs and unhappiness…In their separate self absorbed discussions with 
me, there was never any mention of their beautiful children, now confused by the 
parent’s inconsistencies…I’m sick of hearing “Christian” couples complain that 
“she doesn’t give me enough respect” or “he isn’t loving enough to me”, as if that 
gives them the right to pull back in the relationship. Why no forgiveness leading to 
reconciliation?  Where is the church in all of this? Where is the Christ life that our 
world so desperately needs to see? Why are we no different than the secular 
world?  How will the next generation understand the covenant relationship we 
enjoy through our Heavenly Father, when we earthly fathers & mothers are 
clueless when it comes to sacrifice and commitment?

Three pavers on the pathway to endurance & forgiveness in a marriage…

1.  Settle the Kingdom issue – self or God?

At any given point in a marriage relationship – one of two kingdoms is shaping the marriage – the 
Kingdom of Self or the Kingdom of God.  And until you settle the Kingdom issue, you’ll simply be dealing 
with manifestations of that root problem in other areas – communication, sexual intimacy, finances, 
parenting.  

The doorway between covenant and contract swings on the hinge labeled “Kingdom.” 

Verse 15  Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts…
Verse 16  Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly…
Verse 17  And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord 

Jesus…

Here’s the sandpaper of truth that rubs our flesh raw – most, if not all, relational conflict is rooted in 
selfishness.  When “self” is King; conflict is Queen!  They share the same throne.

“We struggle with God’s plan because, at street level, we don’t really want what God wants.  We want 
what we want, and we want him to deliver it.  But that is not the plan.  You see, God didn’t give us his 
grace to make our kingdom work; he gave us his grace to invite us to a much, much better kingdom.” 

– Paul David Tripp

Discussion Questions:
Which Kingdom is forming and shaping this relationship?  (self or God)
Which Kingdom is driving our values, decisions, priorities? (self or God)

2.  Be honest about current reality. 
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It’s very difficult to go from where you are to where God wants you to be if you can’t come to grips with 
where you really are.  

If you are unwilling to pull up the hood and see what’s going on under there then the marriage that you 
currently have is, at best going to stay as is, but most likely it will regress into more destructive patterns.

Discussion Questions:
Is God well-pleased with how I’m handling my marriage?  
What’s my spouse’s view of the current state of the relationship?

3.  Lay it down.  

Instead of nursing and rehearsing the wounds, plotting revenge, and withdrawing; we take the vertical 
forgiveness we’ve received from Jesus and we bend it horizontally toward our spouse. 

God declares us righteous even when we’re acting un-righteously so we are to declare our spouse 
righteous even if they’ve been acting un-righteously. 
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