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American 
Dog Rescue 
Local Entrepreneur Puts His 
Money Where His Mouth Is
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Arthur Benjamin 

grew up in Manhattan, the 

Concrete Jungle, where there were 

few dogs. When his family relo-

cated to Long Island which was far 

less developed at the time, Arthur 

had one thought in mind—own-

ing a dog of his own. “My mom 

and dad got me a rescue dog I 

named Boots,” Arthur remem-

bered. “Two weeks after we got 

him though, he jumped out of 

my arms and broke his leg. My 

parents were overwhelmed with 

the move, busy careers and now 

the injured dog and ended up tak-

ing him to a local no-kill shelter.”

That made an impression on 

third-grade Arthur. “I gleaned 

two things from that experience,” 

he said. “My short time with Boots 

taught me what a stalwart com-

panion a dog can be and the fact 

that my parents could take him 

to a place where he’d be cared for 

and found a new home, made me 

realize that no-kill shelters are a 

very good thing.”

As he grew Arthur learned the 

grim statistics of dog euthanasia 

in this country. Approximately five 

million to seven million compan-

ion animals enter animal shelters 

nationwide every year. Of those, 

approximately three million to 

four million are euthanized. He 

also learned what a boon com-

panion a dog can be. 
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“When my late wife and I were married, 
one of the first things we did was get a 
dog,” Arthur said. “He was a beagle named 
Bailey and he was a rascal, doing things 
like jumping on the kitchen counter and 
scarfing an entire meatloaf fresh from the 
oven and peeling all the wallpaper from 
the hallway. But we wouldn’t trade the 
companionship and unconditional love 
for anything.”

There was a soulful yellow lab in their 
lives and then there was Buddy the poo-
dle, both rescue dogs. “Buddy was the love 
of my wife’s life,” Arthur said. “He actu-
ally developed the ability to predict and 
forewarn me of Gail’s seizures. Twenty 
minutes to a half hour before she experi-
enced a seizure, Buddy would warn me and 
I was able to prepare and respond better.” 

Arthur’s beloved wife, Gail, passed away 
in 2004. The following August Buddy 
sat in Arthur’s lap watching in shock and 
horror at the devastation left behind by 
Hurricane Katrina in New Orleans. Amid 
the human suffering there were the pets 
left behind by owners who now had no 
way to reclaim and care for them. At this 
point in his life, Arthur had already real-
ized the American dream of success and 
had poured millions of his own dollars 

into charities ranging from breast cancer 
research to wildlife sanctuary. 

Moved by the plight of so many stranded 
and abandoned dogs, the retired market-
ing executive conceived an idea. “Into my 
mind popped the words, ‘20-something 
in human years, white, good-looking male 
seeks Cajun girlfriend to wed; swimmers 
preferred.’ I started an Internet campaign 
and money began coming in from all over 
the country.” From those early days after 
Katrina developed a movement, which in 
2009 solidified into the American Dog 
Rescue Foundation with the motto No 
Dog Without a Home. 

Some of its goals are:
•	 Saving and expanding animal 

shelters

•	 Rescuing abandoned pets and 
livestock in the aftermath of 
disasters

•	 Providing special funding for 
specific animals in dire need, 
such as eye and heart surgeries 
that would be otherwise 
cost-prohibitive for the rescue 
organization or adoptive family 
involved

•	 Closing down puppy mills 
nationwide

•	 Rescuing abandoned circus and 
theme park animals

•	 Cracking down on the inhumane 
practice of penning wild foxes and 

coyotes to be torn apart by 
hunting dogs

•	 Visiting and supporting sanctuaries 
and animal welfare organizations 
globally from China to South Africa

•	 Putting an end to dog fighting

•	 Helping veterans with PTSD by 
connecting them with service dogs

American Dog Rescue networks and pools 
resources with humane societies and other 
dog welfare organizations around the coun-
try and around the world and, because 
Arthur underwrites all administrative 
costs out of his own pocket and ADR is 
an all-volunteer 501(c)(3), contributors 
are assured that 100% of any donation 
they make to American Dog Rescue 
goes directly into projects to save and 
protect animals.

 “It would be a real gift to see people join-
ing our efforts this holiday season,” Arthur 
said. “They can donate in the name of their 
dog or in honor of a dog from their past. 
I’ve lived in a lot of places, but I’ve never 
known a place like Dallas. It has every-
thing– big business, a rich cultural life– but 
it has one of the worst dog problems in 
the country. The people of Dallas are very 
caring, loving people and I know they’ll 
respond and together we can save tens of 
thousands of dogs and see that no dog 
goes without a home this coming year.” 

 To make a holiday donation, visit AmericanDogRescue.org


