
The Changing Face 
of Douglas Street 
A Church Is Transformed By Its Welcome
Douglas Street United Methodist Church had a decision to make—
whether to reach out and welcome its new neighbors or close its doors.
The small church in the center of Cartersville, GA, has witnessed great change over the past 
fifteen years as people from Peru, Mexico, Honduras, El Salvador, Colombia, and Guatemala 
now call the old railway town home.
Using resources like The Upper Room daily devotional guide and its Spanish edition, El Aposento Alto, the church has 
transformed itself from an aging, dying congregation to a vital, growing ministry serving the whole community.
Now, churchgoers who speak English worship side by side with their Spanish-speaking neighbors in bilingual services. 
The pews and book racks are stocked with Bibles in both languages, The Upper Room and El Aposento Alto, as well as 
The United Methodist Hymnal and Mil Voces Para Celebrar. Where one language was spoken, now there are two.

Long-time church member Frances Smith explains, “You don’t have to speak 
the same language to be in God’s house. After all, we are all God’s children.”
Douglas Street United Methodist Church found new life by welcoming the 
stranger.

The Holy Spirit Is at Work
At The Upper Room, We Celebrate That Lives Are Being Transformed

The disciples were afraid. Their leader had just been killed. And so 
they huddled in the upper room of a house. Then the unimaginable 
occurred: Though the door had been locked, Christ appeared before 
them, and said ...

... ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send 
you.’ When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to 
them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit.’ —John 20:21-22 (NRSV)

This is the Bible story that inspired Grover Emmons, The Upper Room’s first editor, 
to name our ministry in 1935. During this time between Easter and Pentecost, I am 
reminded of the significance of our name and how it symbolizes the moment of 
transformation that sent the disciples out into the world.
Christ’s eternal presence, of course, has never left us since. From the stories we hear at 
The Upper Room, we know the Holy Spirit is working through our ministry in powerful 
ways. In this newsletter, we are blessed to share some of these stories with you. 
As you read them, know that we give thanks to you—our donors, our friends, and our 
prayer partners. Your support helps make such moments of transformation possible.

Sincerely,

Sarah Wilke
Publisher of The Upper Room
“Where the World Meets to Pray”

Join us at the lake!
A Retreat to 
Nourish 
Your 
Soul...

July 13-17, 2014
http://soulfeast.upperroom.org/

Give online at www.UpperRoom.org/GIFT, 
or send a check using the enclosed envelope.

1908 Grand Avenue
PO Box 340004
Nashville, TN 37203-0004
Toll-free: (877) 899-2780, ext. 7212
www.UpperRoom.org
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Learn how your church can minister 
and worship in two languages: 

www.upperroom.org/onechurch

Your gift matters!Your gift matters!



God Is Still Speaking
A Student Receives Her Call

During a weekend gathering 
for college students in 
Nashville, TN, in 1980, 
public relations major Vicki 
Walker entered The Upper 
Room Chapel and fixed her 
eyes on the carving of the 
Last Supper above the altar. 
After a time of prayer, “I 
gazed upon Jesus, and I felt 
peaceful,” she says. “Then, I 
heard a voice saying, ‘I want 
you to go to seminary.’”

Upon hearing the story, a friend encouraged her, “Now 
you can do public relations work for God.”
A few years later, Vicki graduated from Asbury 
Theological Seminary. She now serves as the minister of 
mission and outreach at Hyde Park UMC in Tampa, FL. 
Vicki recalls, “When I finally stilled myself and waited 
before God, I could hear. I am grateful that The Upper 
Room has been—and continues to be—a place for people 
to develop their spiritual disciplines and listen for the 
voice of God. God is still speaking.”

Breath of Renewal
The Spirit is Alive in New—and Old—Ways
Across the country, more and more individuals and 
congregations are turning to ancient practices of 
silence and contemplative prayer, and they are being 
transformed, reports Dwight H. Judy, in his Upper Room 
book A Quiet Pentecost (2013).
The professor at Garrett-Evangelical 
Seminary in Chicago cites The Upper Room’s 
Academy for Spiritual Formation 
and Companions in Christ group 
study series as important tools in 
the current movement of spiritual 
formation.
“The Academy is a gift of time and 
space to learn how to be sustainable 
in ministry,” says Cindy Gregorson, 
Director of Connectional Ministries 
at Rosemont UMC, Deltona, MN. 
“There I drank deeply from the well 

and discovered once again that God’s grace is sufficient.”
The Companions in Christ experience “is 
transformational,” says Joanne Knight, who participated 
in the group study with other members of Christ Church 
Cathedral (Episcopal) in Nashville, TN.  She adds that 
the series brought “a balance to life, calmness of the 
spirit, and an awareness of holy listening.”

From Fear to Faithfulness
Finding Her Voice in The Upper Room 
When DiAnn Mills was in second grade, she wrote her first story, a Western 
adventure with the hero riding off into the sunset, and she shared it with 
anyone willing to read it.
Over the years, she continued to write stories, but by the time she reached 
adulthood, she kept them hidden. “I always felt God wanted me to write,” 
she says, “but I had no guts to share my stories with others.” 
Instead, she pursued other jobs, teaching and running a day-care facility. Then in 1997, with encouragement from her 
husband, DiAnn submitted a meditation to The Upper Room daily devotional guide for consideration. Within months, 
she received a letter that her reflection, “Jumping Rope,” would be published in the November-December 1999 issue. 
After sharing a story with readers of The Upper Room, DiAnn’s willingness to follow her call was strengthened. She 
then submitted a novel to a Christian book publisher, and within the year it was published.

Today, the best-selling author has almost sixty titles to her name, and she gives thanks for 
the little magazine that motivated her to go from fear to faithfulness. “How sad to hold on 
to a dream, know it is from God, and yet have too many fears and doubts to take a leap of 
faith,” says DiAnn.
Now, when mentoring other writers who struggle to live into their call, she explains that 
following the Spirit’s lead is a journey of great joy and satisfaction.

The Upper Room® relies on income from product sales, participant fees, and the generous support of donors to cover all ministry 
expenses. We receive no apportioned funds from the United Methodist Church or any other denomination. Donations are needed each 
year so The Upper Room can continue to help people around the globe experience God more fully. 

Will you leave a legacy that brings Christ to a world in need? Leaving a gift to The Upper Room 
in your will is a way you can leave a lasting impact on the world. Call Beth Wakefield at 877-899-2780, ext. 7212.

We would love to hear from you. How has The Upper Room made an impact on your life? 
Send a brief description and a daytime phone number to URstory@upperroom.org.

SHARE YOUR UPPER ROOM STORY 

“I always felt 
God wanted 
me to write.”

Discover The Academy for 
Spiritual Formation: 

academy.upperroom.org/

Consider Companions in Christ 
for your small group:

companions.upperroom.org/

Participate in an online webinar or 
eCourse based on Dwight H. Judy’s A 
Quiet Pentecost: 

elearning.upperroom.org

Author DiAnn Mills and Firewall (Zondervan, 2014)

The Upper Room Chapel

Rev. Vicki Walker


