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MISHNAH 7. [THERE ARE] SEVEN THINGS [CHARACTERISTIC] IN A MAN OF IMPERFECTLY DEVELOPED MIND,43 AND SEVEN IN
A WISE MAN: A WISE MAN SPEAKS NOT BEFORE ONE WHO IS GREATER THAN HE IN WISDOM,44 AND ENTERS NOT INTO45 THE
MIDST OF THE WORDS OF HIS FELLOW; AND IS NOT HASTY TO ANSWER;46 HE ASKS IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE SUBJECT-
MATTER,47 AND HE ANSWERS48 IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE ACCEPTED DECISION;49 AND HE SPEAKS OF THE FIRST [POINT]
FIRST, AND OF THE LAST [POINT] LAST; AND CONCERNING THAT WHICH HE HAS NOT HEARD, HE SAYS:45 HAVE NOT
HEARD;50 AND HE ACKNOWLEDGES THE TRUTH.51 AND THE REVERSE OF THESE [ARE CHARACTERISTIC] IN A MAN OF
IMPERFECTLY DEVELOPED MIND.

Isaiah 8:1
1. Moreover the Lord said to me, Take a great roll, and write on it with common characters, "The spoil speeds, the prey hastens".
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5:4. And Esther answered, If it seem good to the king, let the king and Haman come this day to the banquet that I have prepared for him.
S2OOYY-IYR NRYNT-ON 0D 197)) 72910 RiD? 210 7900-DY-0N INON IPNA) T

TB Sukha 52a: R. Awira or, as some say, R. Joshua b. Levi, made the following exposition: The Evil Inclination has seven names. The Holy One,
blessed be He, called it Evil, as it is said, For the imagination of man's heart is evil from his youth.!® Moses called it the Uncircumcised, as it is said,
Circumcise therefore the foreskin of your heart.!” David called it Unclean, as it is said, Create me a clean heart, O Lord,'® which implies that there is
an unclean one. Solomon called it the Enemy, as it is said, If thine enemy!® be hungry, give him bread?’ to eat and if he be thirsty give him water to
drink.?! For thou wilt heap coals of fire upon his head, and the Lord will reward thee;?? read not, will reward thee 23 but will cause it to be at peace
with thee. 24 Isaiah called it the Stumbling-Block, as it is said, Cast ye up, Cast ye up, clear the way, take up the stumbling-block out of the way of
my people.?’ Ezekiel called it Stone, as it is said, And I will take away the heart of stone out of your flesh and I will give you a heart of flesh.?® Joel
called it the Hidden One, as it is said, But I will remove far off from you the hidden one.?’
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Zohar 2:185a: *Observe this: the goat which the Israelites sent down to Azazel, into that desert, was sent with the intention of giving to the ‘other side’ a portion, so
pacifying and keeping it occupied that it might not do harm to the sons of the Kingdom. But it may be objected: ‘Why, then, was it necessary to have two goats, one ‘to
the Lord’ and one to the ‘other side’? The answer to this question can be gathered from the following parable. A king once became angered with his son, and he called
to that minister whose office it was to punish offenders that he might be at hand to chastise his son on the morrow. The minister, in high spirits, was overjoyed, and
entered the palace to partake of food there. The prince, on seeing him, thought to himself: ‘Surely, that man comes here to no good purpose, but doubtless because my
father is angry with me.” So what did he do? He straightway went in unto his father and persuaded him to forgive him. Then the king commanded that a banquet should
be prepared for him and his son, but that the minister should not be told thereof, for, he thought to himself, should he get wind of the repast which I have ordered for
myself and my son, he will disturb our meal. What, then, did the king do? He called to his chamberlain and said unto him: ‘Prepare first a meal for this minister, in
order that he may imagine that I am showing him a mark of special favour by giving a banquet in his honour, and so be satisfied and depart, without knowing anything
of the previous meal which I have commanded thee to prepare, and which we shall consume when he is gone. Therefore let him, as I have said, take his part and then
2o, that our joy may be complete and undisturbed.” And so it was done. Now, if the king had not dealt thus with his minister and his son, the former would not have left
the palace, and the feast of forgiveness would have been marred. Similarly, the Holy One said to Israel: ‘Prepare ye two goats, one for Me and one for that Accuser, in
order that he may imagine that he is participating in My meal, but in reality may be quite unaware of the true meal of our joy. Let him take his part and go his way and
leave My house.” As the ‘supernal Mother’, the world to come, comes down to dwell in the palace of the lower world in order that all faces should be lit up there, it is
meet that the Accuser should not be found in its holy presence, neither he nor any other of the ministers of judgement, when it dispenses blessings and radiates light
upon all things and freedom unto all creatures, and Israel takes of these blessings. For when the ‘world to come’ enters into its palace, lhe lower world, and finds that it
rejoices with its children in the most excellent meal, it blesses the table, and all the worlds are blessed, and all is joy and radiant looks. Therefore it says (in regard to the
Day of Atonement) :[] ‘That ye may be clean from all your sins before the Lord’ (Lev. X VI, 30). It is written: ‘And Aaron shall cast lots upon the two goats, one lot for
the Lord and the other lot for Azazel’. This gives the Accuser great joy: that God should take a lot with him, and, as it were, invite him by the Holy One's own desire
and invitation. But he little realizes how that the Lord heaps coals of fire on his head and upon the heads of all his legions. Haman, too, ‘went forth that day joyful and
with a glad heart’ (Esther v, 9)-namely, with that portion which was given him. But when the Supernal King comes in unto the Matrona She pleads before the King for
Herself, for Her children, for Her people, and even when Israel is in exile, if they pray all this day long (on the Day of Atonement), She ascends unto the Supernal King
and pleads for Her children, whereby all the punishments which the Holy One is about to inflict upon Edom (Rome) are decreed and fixed, and, in addition, those
concerning the unsuspecting Accuser himself -for though he knows it not, he is destined to be done away with, as it is written, ‘And death will be swallowed up for
ever’ (Isa. xxv, 8). So Esther said: ‘For we are sold, I and my people, to be destroyed... for the enemy could not countervail the king's damage’ (Ibid. VII, 4). And then:
‘Haman was frightened before the presence of the King and the queen’ (Ibid. VII, 6). Then radiant looks and perfect joy prevail, and Israel enters into freedom on that
day. And from that day on freedom and joy reign manifestly over them, and the Holy One wills to associate Himself with them in joy thenceforward. And as the
Israelites gave Satan a portion in order that he might leave them alone and in peace, so also did they give a portion to the pagan nations (the offering of seventy oxen on
the Feast of Tabernacles for the seventy nations) in order that they might leave them alone here on earth below[



