
 
 
January 31, 2017 
 
The Honorable Donald Trump 
President 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 
Washington, DC 20500 
 
Dear Mr. President: 
 
On behalf of the members of the Association of Schools and Programs of Public Health (ASPPH), I write 
to express serious concerns with the recently announced Executive Order concerning refugees and 
immigration.  
 
The Association urges you to withdraw the Executive Order on refugees and immigration. The Cato 
Institute reports that not a single person in America was killed in a terrorist incident by citizens from any 
of the seven countries specifically targeted by your Order. Public health schools and programs provide 
training for many students from these countries, most of whom return to provide essential services to 
their fellow citizens. Our schools and programs also employ faculty that come from the listed nations and 
encourage the exchange of scholars with these countries. The global health security challenges facing 
these countries as well as the United States respect no borders and the generation of new knowledge 
needed to fight these scourges is a shared responsibility of the global community. The health of the 
United States is best ensured through collaboration with the global community of scholars, not through 
the isolation of individuals due to their religion or country of origin.  
 
At the dedication of the campus of the NIH in 1940, President Roosevelt said, “The National Institute of 
Health speaks the universal language of humanitarianism. It has been devoted throughout its long and 
distinguished history to furthering the health of all mankind, in which service it has recognized no 
limitations imposed by international boundaries; and has recognized no distinctions of race, creed or 
color.” These sentiments should guide Federal policy today and be applied to all Federal agencies, 
especially those focused on health and education. 
 
ASPPH is the voice of accredited academic public health, representing 107 schools and programs 
accredited by the Council on Education for Public Health (CEPH). Our members represent over 50,000 
students and almost 10,000 full time faculty members. Our mission is to transform public health by 
strengthening and promoting the education, research, service, and practice activities of CEPH-
accredited schools and programs. We advocate for investments needed to advance population health 
and more effective public health policies. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Allison J. Foster, MBA, CAE 
Acting President and CEO 


