
 
 
 
 
January 31, 2017 
 
The Honorable Donald Trump 
President 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 
Washington, DC 20500 
 
Dear Mr. President: 
 
On behalf of the members of the Association of Schools and Programs of Public Health 
(ASPPH), I write to express serious concerns with the recently announced Federal hiring 
freeze. Unless modified, we fear the action could have a detrimental impact on the health and 
wellbeing of the American people. 
 
Your Presidential Memorandum of January 23 imposing a freeze on the number of Federal 
employees contains an exception “to meet national security or public safety responsibilities.” In 
your “Contract with the American Voter,” issued during the campaign, your promised a hiring 
freeze but said you would exempt the “military, public safety and public health.” (emphasis 
added). We respectfully call on you to uphold your campaign promise and to exempt vital public 
health workers from the Federal hiring ban. Key federal agencies cannot wait until the next 
domestic or global health security challenge to begin the hiring process. Having a cadre of 
highly trained federal workers ready to address public health threats is vital. Moreover, we hope 
you will clarify that your order does not apply to agency fellows, interns, and residents in the 
various health professions, including public health. These individuals provide important services 
to Federal agencies and their experiences with the agencies are a vital part of their training. 
 
ASPPH is the voice of accredited academic public health, representing 107 schools and 
programs accredited by the Council on Education for Public Health (CEPH). Our members 
represent over 50,000 students and almost 10,000 full time faculty members. Our mission is to 
transform public health by strengthening and promoting the education, research, service, and 
practice activities of CEPH-accredited schools and programs. We advocate for investments 
needed to advance population health and more effective public health policies. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Allison J. Foster, MBA, CAE 
Acting President and CEO 


