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Annex 1: The role of Schools and Programs of Public Health in the 
COVID-19 pandemic and in developing standards and competence 

for better public health 

In this paper we list some of the current actions and programmes of the Global Network for 
Academic Public Health (GNAPH) and associations of schools and programs of public health 
which are contributing to public health education, training, workforce capacity building, and 
professional development. These programmes are at implementation phase or at an 
advanced stage or development. All will require investment by international and national 
funding agencies, to secure extensive roll out. We also describe publicly available resources 
and specific work in public health preparedness. 

Global Network for Academic Public Health  
 
Public health training, education, workforce capacity building, and professional 
development  
 
In 2008, ASPPH launched the social media campaign This is Public Health® (TIPH) to raise 
awareness about the field of public health and the range of professions that are encompassed 
within the field. Over time, this campaign has gained momentum as a platform for educating 
students and the public and recruiting new students to study public health. In 2019, in 
partnership with ASPHER, TIPH expanded to offer grants to schools of public health in Europe 
in a pilot project focused on enhancing the visibility of public health across Europe: TIPH 
Europe. The TIPH Europe project produced innovative educational campaigns and resources, 
as well as many just-in-time offerings in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. Building on this 
success, in 2020 TIPH expanded to a global audience, providing grants to schools and 
programs of public health promote awareness of public health issues, education, and career 
opportunities worldwide, with a specific emphasis on local communities: the TIPH Global Grant 
Program. The 20 awardee institutions represent 18 countries from around the world and their 
projects focus on a range of public health issues from antibiotic resistance to water and 
sanitation hygiene to sexual and reproductive health. 
https://s3.amazonaws.com/ASPPH_Media_Files/Docs/TIPH+Awardees+Announcement.pdf  

Global Health Initiatives contributing to better health threats awareness and 
preparedness  

The GNAPH is partnering with the Global Consortium for Climate and Health Education to 
disseminate their Key Competencies for Health Professions Students 
(https://www.publichealth.columbia.edu/sites/default/files/global_consortium_on_climate_an
d_health_education_key_competencies_2021.pdf) and assist schools and programs of public 
health to adopt these into their curricula. 

The GNAPH has released two statements in response to global health issues: 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/ASPPH_Media_Files/Docs/TIPH+Awardees+Announcement.pdf
https://www.publichealth.columbia.edu/sites/default/files/global_consortium_on_climate_and_health_education_key_competencies_2021.pdf
https://www.publichealth.columbia.edu/sites/default/files/global_consortium_on_climate_and_health_education_key_competencies_2021.pdf
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- Statement on the World Health Organization’s Response to the COVID-19 Pandemic 
(July 2020)  
https://s3.amazonaws.com/ASPPH_Media_Files/Docs/Global+Network+WHO+State
ment.pdf 

- Statement on the Beirut Explosion (August 2020)  
https://s3.amazonaws.com/ASPPH_Media_Files/Docs/Global+Network+Beirut+Explo
sion+Statement_FINAL+(1).pdf  

 
Alianza Latinoamericana de Salud Global (ALASAG) 
 
The Latin American Global Health Alliance (ALASAG) is made up of academic institutions 
linked to the training of human resources, research, and social projection in the field of global 
health in Latin America, in order to strengthen this area of knowledge in the region and give 
voice to the member universities that constitute it in spaces international, national and local 
academic and political discussion. ALASAG is based on the global and national realities with 
a deep respect for the idiosyncrasy and identity of their peoples, promoting south-south, north-
south and south-north cooperation. 
 
Public health training, education, workforce capacity building and professional 
development  
 
ALASAG has designed a Virtual Course on Global Health, for this 2021 the second cohort that 
summons the Latin American region will take place. 
 
At the same time, ALASAG has encouraged each member to strengthen the educational 
programs (undergraduate or graduate) within their academic institutions, as well as actions in 
research and social action that they develop, in order to improve regional capacities in this 
matter. 
 
Educational and resource materials for the wider audience-other professionals, 
decision makers, press and public  

ALASAG members constantly participate in congresses, seminars, sending proposals to carry 
out research in the lines prioritized by the alliance: equity and health, health systems, migration 
and health, primary care and universal health, SDG and 2030 agenda, diplomacy health, and 
environment and health. That allows the generation of evidence to contribute to decision-
making in the countries and at the regional level. 

Global Health Initiatives contributing to better health threats awareness and 
preparedness  

Every two years ALASAG holds the Latin American and Caribbean Congress on Global 
Health. To date, VI congresses have been held, in which the most important issues on the 
regional agenda have been discussed. The last one developed in a virtual way, to which 619 
participants from all over the region signed up. 

On the other hand, ALASAG in recent years has developed more than 5 position documents 
regarding events of social, economic, and political significance that have taken place in the 
Latin American region, and therefore, that impact on the health and well-being of its 
populations.  

Also, ALASAG has been one of the leading institutions that has promoted the Global 
Movement for Sustainable Health Equity, which brings together a whole significant scientific 
institution of representation of public health and sector workers in favour of equity in health; 
and has actively participated in meetings with the PAHO / WHO Secretariat, with the United 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/ASPPH_Media_Files/Docs/Global+Network+WHO+Statement.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/ASPPH_Media_Files/Docs/Global+Network+WHO+Statement.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/ASPPH_Media_Files/Docs/Global+Network+Beirut+Explosion+Statement_FINAL+(1).pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/ASPPH_Media_Files/Docs/Global+Network+Beirut+Explosion+Statement_FINAL+(1).pdf
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Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, with the United Nations authorities. Among 
other international public health networks with which ALASAG seeks to create synergies. 

 
Asia-Pacific Academic Consortium for Public Health (APACPH) 
 
Public health training, education, workforce capacity building and professional 
development  
 

a. International Cyber University for Health (ICUH) was established in May 2004, 
hosted by APACPH member institution, Yonsei University, South Korea. By the end of 
Spring semester, a total of 48 courses have been offered to 1,140 students by 32 
faculties from APACPH member universities using the e-learning system at the Yonsei 
University in Korea. Cyber education creates a learning environment independent of 
space and time, allowing students to take part in lectures without physical or time 
constraint.  
Website link: http://icuh.yonsei.ac.kr/  

b. Collaborating Centres for Health Promotion (CCHP) was established in August 
2017 within APACPH to provide a mutual learning platform for enhancing capacity 
building and leadership in the field of health promotion. 
APACPH CCHP, the main host and coordinated by the Global Health Program based 
at the Taipei Medical University, Taipei,  identifies areas to build human capacity in the 
core competencies of health promotion and aims to strengthen capacity and 
knowledge of the health promotion workforce in the Asia-Pacific Region by 
disseminating health promotion principles, strategies, practices, and spreading 
evidence-based measures. Also, APACPH CCHP provides partnering institutions 
within APACPH with training opportunities and technical support, including Australia, 
Indonesia, Japan, Malaysia, Singapore, Sri Lanka, Taiwan, and Thailand. 
Website link: http://cchp.org.tw/ 

c. Early Career Network of APACPH (ECN-APACPH)- Early Career Network of 
APACPH provides a platform for networking and developing these young professionals 
into future leaders. The country coordinator for this Network is the University of 
Colombo, Sri Lanka.  The network aims to promote interaction between APACPH 
faculty members and trainees, enhance and supplement the educational and 
mentoring experience of professionals and early trainees in the public health field.  It 
provides opportunities for the participants to be involved in international public health 
issues. ECN is a vibrant and active body that has organised several capacity building 
programmes for early career professionals.  Some of the highlights of ECN activities 
include the annual ECN workshop, ECN proto exhibition and APACPH mini grants 
project. Website link: http://ecn.apacph.org/ 

d. APACPH-ECN PHOTOGRAPHY COMPETITION- The competition is organize by 
Early Career Network (ECN) of Asia Pacific Academic Consortium for Public Health at 
every APACPH Conferences. The purpose of the contest is to foster cultural sensitivity 
by encouraging participants conducting public, environmental, regional and global 
health projects to examine the culture, environment and people with whom they are 
working. 

e. APACPHC-ECN Mentoring programme:  Started in 2017, this is an innovative project 
initiated by ECN. This programme is a golden opportunity for early career public health 
professionals to be guided and mentored by world experts in Public Health. 

f. APACPH YITA (Young Investigator’s Travelling Award)- The Young Investigator 
Travelers Award (YITA) provides funding to promising investigators to encourage and 
promote quality research in public health. The grants provide economy flight ticket, 
accommodation and registration fee waived to the awardee. A number of YITA awards 
are normally offer at every APACPH conferences. The awardees will be selected by 
appointed panels. The applicant must be a faculty of APACPH members’ institutions 
and submission of abstracts has been accepted for oral presentation at the time of 
grant application. The Young Investigator Travelers Award (YITA) provides funding to 

http://icuh.yonsei.ac.kr/
http://cchp.org.tw/
http://ecn.apacph.org/
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promising investigators to encourage and promote quality of research in public health. 
It provides the economy round-flight ticket, accommodation and registration fee waived 
to the awardee. 

g. APACPH gives out financial support to Regional offices for their APACPH-related 
activities in promoting public health activities in the region. 

h. Pre-conference workshops at every APACPH Annual Conference e.g. Public Health 
Early Career Network, Scientific Writing and Publication Workshops, Law and Ethics 
in Public Health, Health Promotion, Genomic, Bioinformatics, and Good Clinical 
Practice, Diet Study, etc. 

i. Asia Pacific Journal of Public Health (APJPH), solely own by APACPH and 
published by Sage Publisher, California, is a peer-reviewed journal that publishes 6 
issues per year and focuses on health issues in the Asia-Pacific 
Region. APJPH publishes original articles on public health related issues, including 
implications for practical applications to professional education and services for public 
health and primary health care that are of concern and relevance to the Asia Pacific 
region. This journal is a member of the Committee on Publication Ethics (COPE). 
Website Link: https://journals.sagepub.com/home/aph  

j. APACPH Accreditation Program – Accreditation initiative was started in 2011 with 
APACPH funding to give an official authorisation for as confirming with a standard to 
consider or recognize as outstanding. This aims to improve quality and relevance of 
public health education in the region. Several universities have been accredited by 
APACPH Accreditation Board. 

 
Educational and resource materials for the wider audience-other professionals,  
decision makers, press and public  
 

a. White Paper prepared by the Saw Swee Hock School of Public Health at th National 
University of Singapore on "The Case For Tightening E-Cigarette Regulations In 
Southeast Asia”. https://sph.nus.edu.sg/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Tightening-E-
Cigarette-Regulations-in-Southeast-Asia.pdf 

b. Binns C, Lee M, Low WY. The Long-Term Public Health Benefits of Breastfeeding. 
Asia-Pacific Journal of Public Health. 2016;28(1):7-14. (153) 

c. Binns,C., Lee, MK., Low, WY., Baker, P., Bulgiba, A., Dahlui, M., Thi , D., Duong, T., 
Guldan, G., Hairi, N., Hokama, T.,Kagawa, M., Karunathilake, I., Majid, H., Maycock, 
B., Nanishi,K., Qiu, L., Raheem, R., Scott, J.,  Tang, L. 2020.  Guidelines for 
Complementary Feeding of Infants in the Asia Pacific Region: APACPH Public Health 
Nutrition Group. - Asia Pacific Journal of Public Health. 1010539520931328 

d. Jane A. Scott, Colin W. Binns, Wendy H. Oddy and Kathleen I. Graham. Predictors of 
Breastfeeding Duration: Evidence From a Cohort Study. Pediatrics April 
2006, 117 (4) e646-e655; DOI: https://doi.org/10.1542/peds.2005-1991  

e. JA Scott, CW Binns. Factors associated with the initiation and duration of 
breastfeeding: a review of the literature. Aust J Nutr Diet. 1998;55: 51-61 

f. “Safeguarding Human Health & Well-Being Against Climate Change: An Ocean-
Based, Community-Centered Proposal. The BCI Healthy Blue Communities Network. 
Sept 2020” 

g. World No Tobacco Day and a few thoughts on Covid-19 spread 
 

Global Health Initiatives contributing to better health threats awareness and 
preparedness  

 
a. APACPH Annual Public Health Conference hosted by APACPH member institutions 

in the Asia-Pacific region 
b. Webinars on the COVID-19 pandemic-sharing of best practices in handling the 

pandemic among APACPH member institutions 
c. Asia Pacific Academic Consortium of Public Health (APACPH) at the World Leadership 

Dialogue, “Health systems and climate change - is health professions education 
preparing the health sector for the challenge?” at the 16th World Congress on Public 
Health (https://wcph2020.com/) 

http://publicationethics.org/
https://journals.sagepub.com/home/aph
https://sph.nus.edu.sg/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Tightening-E-Cigarette-Regulations-in-Southeast-Asia.pdf
https://sph.nus.edu.sg/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Tightening-E-Cigarette-Regulations-in-Southeast-Asia.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1542/peds.2005-1991
https://wcph2020.com/
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d. “A Strategic Research Agenda for Oceans and Human Health in Europe. H2020 
SOPHIE Project”. Ostend, Belgium. ISBN: 9789492043894 DOI: 
10.5281/zenodo.3696561. 

e. “Prevention of occupational hazard from emerging infectious diseases among 
Mongolian healthcare workers -occupational vaccination and the impact of COVID-19 
on their mental stress” a three-way video conference with National Yang-Ming 
University and Oregon State University. 

 
 
Association of Schools of Public Health in Africa (ASPHA) 
 
The Association of Schools of Public Health in Africa (ASPHA) was established on October 
23, 2010 in Nairobi, Kenya with its secretariat based in Ghana. Currently the Association has 
36 institutions covering Anglophone, Francophone and Lusophone countries.  ASPHA aims 
to serve the collective needs of public health institutions in the education and training of Public 
Health professionals by building their capacity to maximize and excel in academic training and 
advocacy, and in the process serve to provide a strong unified voice for promoting public 
health in Africa, particularly in relation to current debates on Global Health and Health Systems 
strengthening. ASPHA also provides a network for people from these institutions to share 
individual knowledge, expertise and public health training methods to improve the quality of 
trainees who graduate from these institutions; share and address their individual problems 
and to devise innovative techniques to solve home grown challenges.  
 
Public health training, education, workforce capacity building and professional 
development  
 
Public health education prepares students for a range of careers in public health that prepares 
them to undertake works research, policy development and program implementation. The 
main aim of public health education is to provide students the skills and competencies in 
epidemiology, health system management and methodological and statistical ability. Most of 
the health workforce in African requires these skills and competencies to be successful in 
building sustainable health systems in the continent. The major problem in the public health 
space in African is how to develop standardised these skill sets and offer them across training 
institutions as they are very important in assisting in strengthening the weak has health 
systems across the continent. 
 
Currently, different schools within the ASPHA region uses educational material derived from 
outside of Africa (eg the European Schools of Public Health, Australian Schools of Public 
Health, American Schools of Public Health and some countries in South America (eg Brazil) 
that outline broad competencies expected for public health trainees. Since the lunched of 
ASPHA over 10 years ago, the Association has worked tirelessly to produce standardised 
public health program for schools in the continent. This position will be used to assist in future 
Quality Assurance activities and to support ASPHA members and to develop guidelines for 
future accreditation approaches to public health training on in Africa. The Association is 
working on finalizing Africa specific core competencies for public health education for a buy in 
and implementation on the content. 
 
Educational and resource materials for the wider audience-other professionals, 
decision makers, press and public  

The Association meets on an annual basis to share scientific achievements of its members in 
the areas of new knowledge created and new approaches to teaching Public Health. In line 
with this, we organize yearly conferences and general meetings which bring together both 
young and senior faculty from all members Public Health institutions in Africa together to 
discuss the health challenges of Africa and Public Health Education. This provides us the 
avenue to share knowledge in Africa. We also invite other stakeholders from other continents 
to share their knowledge with us.  
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Global Health Initiatives contributing to better health threats awareness and 
preparedness 

The ASPHA have collaborating with Global Law Enforcement and Public Association 
(GLEPHA) to in the on how the COVID-19 is being policed in the African continent. The 
GLEPHA and ASPHA hope to work towards establishing an African Law Enforcement 
conferences to create awareness about public health and law enforcement. 

 
Association of Schools of Public Health in the European Region (ASPHER)  
 
ASPHER statement on the erosion of public health expertise in many countries prior to the 
pandemic. (Ref:  Wong B et al.  The erosion of public health. Public Health Reviews  
https://www.ssph-journal.org/articles/10.3389/phrs.2021.1604112/full)    

ASPHER has described the role of our member schools in its paper. 
https://www.aspher.org/download/663/aspher-survey-report-role-of-sphs-covid-19-
response.pdf) In addition to running their regular programmes of public health training and 
research, around 1/3 of respondents had been involved in advising  national governments and 
policy makers; many have also been involved in direct advice to the media and public, in health 
promotion programmes and in investigation of outbreaks and contact tracing. The extensive 
work of ASPHER schools in the pandemic can be found in the ASPHER COVID-19 task force 
web pages. (https://www.aspher.org/covid-19-task-force.html) 

Public health training, education, workforce capacity building and professional 
development  

a. The WHO-ASPHER competency framework for the public health workforce in the European 
Region (https://www.aspher.org/download/395/09_aspher-who_comp-draft2603.pdf ) 

b. Core competencies for the European public health professional (5th Edition) 
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1403494818797072 

c. Updating core competencies for Applied Infectious Disease Epidemiology (UCCAIDE)  

d  In early 2022, an ASPHER Associate  Fellow project will enhance collaboration between 
the modelling and simulation community and the public health community, and create the 
conditions for better decision-making, identifying modelling literacy as an important public 
health competency. Critical decisions during the pandemic have been made based on 
complex simulation models, which will likely guide decision-making during any future health 
crisis as well1. Currie, C. S. M., Fowler, J. W., Kotiadis, K., Monks, T., Onggo, B. S., Robertson, 
D. A., & Tako, A. A. (2020). How simulation modelling can help reduce the impact of COVID-
19. Journal of Simulation, 14(2), 83–97. https://doi.org/10.1080/17477778.2020.1751570 

d. ASPHER/ECDC joint project Vaccinology and Vaccine hesitancy training materials 
commenced July 2021, led by prof Carlo Signorelli and Prof Anna Odone, Milan and Padova, 
Italy.  

e. ASPHER/ECDC joint project WHO-ASPHER Road map for professionalisation. For 
publication, Autumn 2021.  

f. Study of the career intentions and prospects of Europubhealth programme graduates 
Treviño‐Reyna G, Czabanovska K, Haque S, Plepys CM, Magana L, Middleton J. 
Employment outcomes and job satisfaction of international public health 
professionals: What lessons for public health and COVID‐19 pandemic preparedness? 

https://www.ssph-journal.org/articles/10.3389/phrs.2021.1604112/full
https://www.aspher.org/download/663/aspher-survey-report-role-of-sphs-covid-19-response.pdf
https://www.aspher.org/download/663/aspher-survey-report-role-of-sphs-covid-19-response.pdf
https://www.aspher.org/covid-19-task-force.html
https://www.aspher.org/download/395/09_aspher-who_comp-draft2603.pdf
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1403494818797072
https://doi.org/10.1080/17477778.2020.1751570
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Employment outcomes of public health 
graduates.    https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/hpm.3140 

Educational and resource materials for the wider audience-other professionals, 
decision makers, press and public  

a. ASPHER 2020. How to count illness: Basic epidemiological concepts for understanding the  
COVID-19 pandemic. Edition 2 in 11 languages.  https://www.aspher.org/download/633/how-
to-count-illness-2nd-edition.pdf 

b. ASPHER 2020. What is Inequality? Basic Health Inequality Concepts 
for Understanding the COVID-19 Pandemic. Basic terms edition 1 
https://www.aspher.org/download/515/what_is_inequality.pdf   

Global Health Initiatives contributing to better health threats awareness and 
preparedness  

a. Adoption of the Global Consortium for Climate Change and Health Education curriculum  

b. Adoption of diversity and rights statement  https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s00038-
020-01442-y 

c. Development of a diversity and reducing inequalities curriculum  

d Statement on the role of the World Health Organisation in the Pandemic (Ref:  Martin-
Moreno J, Middleton J. Now is not the time to undermine the World Health Organisation. 
May 5th 2020. https://blogs.bmj.com/bmj/2020/05/05/now-is-not-the-time-to-undermine-
the-world-health-organization/   

 

Association of Schools and Programs of Public Health (ASPPH) 

The Association of Schools and Programs of Public Health is the voice of accredited academic 
public health, representing schools and programs accredited by the Council on Education for 
Public Health (CEPH). Our mission is to strengthen the capacity of members by advancing 
leadership, excellence, and collaboration for academic public health. ASPPH currently has 
132 members in six countries. 

Public health training, education, workforce capacity building and professional 
development  

The ASPPH COVID-19 Educational and Training Materials and Resources Database is a 
compilation of publicly available COVID-19 education and training materials and resources 
developed by member schools and programs of public health. The goal is to support members 
of the public health workforce and community stakeholders who are engaged in the response 
to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

ASPPH-member schools and programs include some of the world’s leading experts in 
infectious disease control, preparedness, and response. They share their most up to date 
education and training resources, events, and research through the ASPPH Member COVID-
19 Coverage (https://www.aspph.org/connect/covid-19-member-coverage/) 

Educational and resource materials for the wider audience-other professionals, 
decision makers, press and public  

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/hpm.3140
https://www.aspher.org/download/633/how-to-count-illness-2nd-edition.pdf
https://www.aspher.org/download/633/how-to-count-illness-2nd-edition.pdf
https://www.aspher.org/download/515/what_is_inequality.pdf
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s00038-020-01442-y
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s00038-020-01442-y
https://blogs.bmj.com/bmj/2020/05/05/now-is-not-the-time-to-undermine-the-world-health-organization/
https://blogs.bmj.com/bmj/2020/05/05/now-is-not-the-time-to-undermine-the-world-health-organization/
https://www.aspph.org/connect/covid-19-member-coverage/
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ASPPH advances academic public health priorities through a variety of activities, including in-
depth policy papers and analysis, as well as statements on important issues that impact 
academic public health and the public health community. 
(https://www.aspph.org/connect/#aspph-advocacy) 

The ASPPH Data Center is a valuable resource for conducting analysis on data from CEPH-
accredited ASPPH members and other sources. The Data Center uses data from the National 
Center for Education Statistics to track general trends in education in public health. 
(https://www.aspph.org/connect/data-center/resources/) 

Global Health Initiatives contributing to better health threats awareness and 
preparedness  

ASPPH joined the Call for a New Globally Equitable Vaccine Strategy (https://esmed.org/call-
for-a-new-globally-equitable-vaccine-strategy/) 

ASPPH, in collaboration with SAGE, publishes Public Health Reports (PHR), the official 
journal of the U.S. Public Health Service and the U.S. Surgeon General. 
(https://journals.sagepub.com/home/phr) 

 

Council of Academic Public Health Institutions Australasia (CAPHIA)  

The Council of Academic Public Health Institutions Australasia (CAPHIA) is the peak 
organization that represents public health in academic institutions that offer programs, 
research, and community service activity in public health. As at September 2021, CAPHIA 
has 38 member institutions across Australia, New Zealand, Papua New Guinea and Fiji.  

CAPHIA’s s purpose is to maintain high quality academic standards in the education and 
development of public health practitioners and researchers, to lead and represent public 
health education in the tertiary education sector, and to be a respected voice and advocate 
for the development of public health professionals and researchers. CAPHIA’s mission is to 
improve the public’s health by advancing public health education, research and service. 

CAPHIA supports its member institutions across three key public health areas: 
1. Education quality and standards;  
2. Academic development; and  
3. Advocacy.  

Each of these key areas has a series of webinars, presentations and discussion forums, 
articles and information contained in newsletters and special projects that support our 
members’ collective views.  CAPHIA also offers mentoring programs for public health 
academics and researchers, a social media internship program for post-graduate students 
studying public health communications and/or public health promotion, and a communities of 
practice portal to share resources, presentations and information across our member 
institutions.  
 
Education Quality and Standards 
CAPHIA’s Education Quality and Standards stream aims to support international approaches 
to public health education while also meeting local needs.  The focus is on strategic, system-
level, intersectoral tertiary education environment that supports a strong public health 
workforce across Australasia, both now and into the future. CAPHIA recognises three 
overlapping approaches to enable this goal: Establishment of regional benchmarks for public 
health education; Building evidence to inform public health education benchmarks; and 
Advocacy. 

https://www.aspph.org/connect/#aspph-advocacy
https://www.aspph.org/connect/data-center/resources/
https://esmed.org/call-for-a-new-globally-equitable-vaccine-strategy/
https://esmed.org/call-for-a-new-globally-equitable-vaccine-strategy/
https://journals.sagepub.com/home/phr


September 2021 

 
Academic Development 
The focus of the Academic Development Stream is on identification, initiation, delivery and 
evaluation of activities that provide value to member institutions and the graduate research 
students and academic staff that conduct public health research and teach public health 
across CAPHIA’s geographical footprint. The working group recognises three overlapping 
approaches to enable this goal: Recognition; Facilitation; and Capacity building. 
 
Advocacy 
CAPHIA's Advocacy stream works both collaboratively and independently of the other two 
streams. A key focus of this component of CAPHIA’s work is to build the evidence base to 
support increased investment in public health teaching and learning, and research. CAPHIA 
is currently undertaking a brief literature review and environmental scan that will form the basis 
for education and quality standards and academic development advocacy into the future.  

 
South-East Asian Public Health Education Institutions Network (SEAPHEIN) 

The South-East Asian Public Health Education Institutions Network (SEAPHEIN) was 
established in 2004, with the support of WHO to develop a sustainable platform for countries 
in this part of the world to help each other in their pursuit to strengthen public health.  
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/126409/RD-speeches-
25SEP07.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y 
 
Since its inception, biennial meetings have been arranged by the member countries.  The 9th 
Biennial SEAPHEIN Meeting was held in November 2019 with representatives from eight 
countries, namely Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Myanmar, Nepal, Sri Lanka, Thailand, and the 
USA in IIHMR, Jaipur India. The central theme of the meeting was  “Leveraging SEAPHEIN 
to promote Universal Health Coverage and achieving Sustainable Development Goals by 
2030”.  The educationist from public health institutions across the South East Asian countries 
identified the need to align public health education and training to build and develop public 
health competencies and skills to enhance Universal Health Coverage (UHC) to achieve 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7z2Qbu6czU4 
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/337323113_SEAPHEIN_POST 
https://news.careers360.com/south-east-asia-public-health-education-institutions-network-
concludes-in-jaipur 
https://iihmr.edu.in/event/event_detail/iihmr-university-organized-9th-international-south-
east-asian-public-health-institutions-seaphein-network-meet 
 
In the meeting, several MOUs and partnerships were developed to work in collaboration. The 
meeting ended. Present SEAPHEIN secretariat is functioning at IIHMR, Jaipur, India. The 
proposal of holding the next SEAPHEIN meeting, i.e., 10th Biennial SEAPHEIN Meeting in 
Bangladesh in 2021.  
 
The member institutions carried out several public health education series, which helped the 
institutions share the knowledge and experiences gained by the public health experts in the 
region to handle the ongoing challengeable COVID pandemic.   A few of such activities are 
listed below: 

• Public Health Education Institute Network, Sri Lanka (LANKAPHEIN) and College of 
Medical Educationist (COME) Sri Lanka is jointly organizing series of webinars to 
discuss the role of public health during & after Covid19 Pandemic. Accordingly the first 
webinar will be on Saturday, August 28th, 2021, from 7 PM to 8.30 PM. With the title of 
“The New Normal in Public Health Education” 
https://www.facebook.com/pages/category/Public---Government-Service/Lankaphein-
102764972092347/ 

https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/126409/RD-speeches-25SEP07.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/126409/RD-speeches-25SEP07.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7z2Qbu6czU4
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/337323113_SEAPHEIN_POST
https://news.careers360.com/south-east-asia-public-health-education-institutions-network-concludes-in-jaipur
https://news.careers360.com/south-east-asia-public-health-education-institutions-network-concludes-in-jaipur
https://iihmr.edu.in/event/event_detail/iihmr-university-organized-9th-international-south-east-asian-public-health-institutions-seaphein-network-meet
https://iihmr.edu.in/event/event_detail/iihmr-university-organized-9th-international-south-east-asian-public-health-institutions-seaphein-network-meet
https://www.facebook.com/pages/category/Public---Government-Service/Lankaphein-102764972092347/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/category/Public---Government-Service/Lankaphein-102764972092347/


September 2021 

• SD Gupta School of Public Health (SDG-SPH) hosted its first webinar on 
“Opportunities and Challenges for 21st-century public health” on 22 January 2021 at 
3.00 PM-4.30 PM. 

The webinar aimed to explore the opportunities and challenges of public health to develop 
a strategic direction for strengthening the public health system as a learning organization 
to face the challenges of the 21st century.  
https://www.indiatoday.in/education-today/news/story/iihmr-university-webinar-highlights-
opportunities-and-challenges-for-21st-century-public-health-1762664-2021-01-25 
The SEAPHEIN secretariat at IIHMR SD Gupt School of Public Health organizes series of 
webinars  
https://iihmr.edu.in/jaipur/activities-of-sd-gupta-school-of-public-health 
• BRAC JAMES P GRANT SCHOOL OF PUBLIC HEALTH Bangladesh has been 

carrying out many activities to educate the community in the country with the 
support of a global network 
https://covid-bracjpgsph.org/ 

• Public Health Foundation, Bangladesh organized “National Conference on 
Environmental Health and Climate Change” 
https://phfbd.net/national-conference-on-environmental-health-and-climate-change-2 

 
The Future plans of the SEAPHEIN 
1. They identified a framework of core competencies required for the Public Health 

students and teachers, to handle global issues like climate change, pandemics and 
epidemics. 

2. The need for Multi-sectoral action plan – ‘Most of the countries in South East Asia have 
the plan, but the plan requires in-depth review and appropriate implementation for 
public health institutions, 

3. Public Health Practices – Situation analysis of the workforce practice and need to 
involve the government in analysis, 

4. Universal Health Coverage – An assessment by all countries for the social 
determinants of health and gap identification among the ongoing activities to achieve 
the UHC, and how to address the gap. 
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