
 
 

 
 
 
November 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Mitch McConnell The Honorable Chuck Schumer 
Majority Leader Minority Leader 
U.S. Senate U.S. Senate 
S-230 U.S. Capitol Building S-221 U.S. Capitol Building 
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Senator McConnell and Schumer: 
 
On behalf of the Association of Schools and Programs of Public Health (ASPPH) and our 108-
member institutions, I write concerning the Senate version of H.R. 1, the Tax Cuts and Jobs 
Act. The Association is gravely concerned about provisions under consideration that could 
impact students, their families, recent graduates, and higher education generally. Some of the 
provisions under consideration would perversely target efforts to provide life-long learning and 
retraining opportunities for American workers, create disincentives to both individuals and 
employers to build a workforce prepared for the 21st Century challenges facing America, add to 
the debt levels being carried by many recent graduates, and weaken the financial foundation of 
some academic institutions. 
 
The Association is particularly concerned about the following provisions: 
 
• The House bill would repeal Sec. 117(d)(5), which provides for the tax exemption of tuition 

waivers for graduate students serving as teaching and research assistants. More than 
145,000 graduate students received a tuition reduction in the most recent reporting year. 
Making these tuition waivers taxable income would make graduate education unaffordable 
for many of our best and brightest students. The long-term damage to our workforce and to 
our international standing in many fields – including public health – is incalculable. 
Combined with recent reductions in federal loan guarantees and threats to end important 
public service loan forgiveness programs, the taxation of tuition waivers will send a chilling 
message to students that educational attainment is no longer valued by America policy 
makers.  

• For the same reasons, we strongly oppose a provision in the House bill that would repeal 
Sec. 127, thus making employer-funded educational assistance fully taxable as income. 
This would create a strong disincentive for employees to continue honing their skills and 
knowledge, essential to creating a well-prepared and nimble workforce.  

• The House bill would repeal the Lifetime Learning Credit, the Hope Scholarship Credit, while 
slightly expanding the American Opportunity Tax Credit to a fifth year (and at half the value). 
Because of this, part-time students, graduate students, and lifelong learners, all of whom 
rely on the Lifetime Learning Credit, would be significantly harmed by these proposed 
changes. The proposed changes to and repeal of these credits will make it more difficult for 
many students to continue their studies, will likely reduce educational opportunities for  
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students from poorer families and will hinder efforts to provide educational opportunities to 
all Americans. We strongly urge the Senate not to add these proposals to its tax bill. 

• The House bill would repeal the Student Loan Interest Deduction (SLID). In 2014, 12 million 
taxpayers benefitted from SLID (7 million more than in 2011). We urge the Senate to not 
add this provision to the tax bill. Doing so will add to the debt burden being carried by many 
recent graduates, further restraining and delaying their ability to invest in other areas of the 
economy, such as in home-ownership. 

 
Lastly, we oppose the inclusion of a 1.4 percent excise tax on selected private college 
endowments, a provision currently included in both the Senate and House bills. The provision 
would reduce the value of these endowments and redirect dollars away from students and 
affected institutions to the federal government. This provision would result in a tax on 
endowment earnings of 30 percent or more. Since most endowment funds are restricted, the 
impact of this punitive tax could be devastating to students and faculty who rely on endowment 
income to support their education, teaching, and research. 
 
ASPPH is the voice of accredited academic public health, representing 108 schools and 
programs accredited by the Council on Education for Public Health (CEPH). Our members 
represent over 50,000 students and almost 10,000 full time faculty members. Our mission is to 
transform public health by strengthening and promoting the education, research, service, and 
practice activities of CEPH- accredited schools and programs. We advocate for investments 
needed to advance population health and more effective public health policies. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Laura Magaña, PhD 
President and CEO 


