
 
 

 
 
February 2, 2018 
 
The Honorable Alex Azar 
Secretary of Health and Human Services 
200 Independence Avenue, S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20201 
 
Dear Mr. Azar: 
 
The leadership of the Association of Schools and Programs of Public Health congratulates you 
on your recent confirmation as Secretary of Health and Human Services. We wish you a 
successful tenure and look forward to working with you on the important issues facing HHS and 
its constituent agencies and offices. 
 
We also congratulate you on appointing Dr. Anne Schuchat as Acting Director of the CDC and 
hope you will give Dr. Schuchat strong consideration to be the permanent CDC director. She 
has very strong qualifications for the position, is a proven leader, has developed the trust of key 
Congressional leaders, and is well respected both inside and outside the CDC and the 
Department. Her exemplary leadership in managing emergency responses to influenza and 
other outbreaks is particularly notable. In addition, she has a proven track record in working 
collaboratively with state and local health departments, as well as with other federal and 
international health agencies and partners. 
 
Dr. Schuchat began her public health career in 1988 when she joined the CDC as an Epidemic 
Intelligence Service officer. She has exhibited strong leadership skills in a variety of CDC 
positions, including service as principal deputy director, as the director of CDC’s National 
Center for Immunization and Respiratory Diseases, acting director of the Center for Global 
Health and the National Center for Infectious Diseases as well as Chief of the Respiratory 
Diseases Branch. Dr. Schuchat was the initial medical director of the Active Bacterial Core 
surveillance (ABCs) of the Emerging Infections Program Network and spearheaded prevention 
of newborn infection from group B streptococcal disease in the 1990s.  
 
Dr. Schuchat has played key roles in many CDC emergency responses, including service as 
Chief Health Officer for the CDC’s 2009 H1N1 pandemic influenza response effort. She led the 
CDC team responding to the SARS outbreak in Beijing in 2003; and supported the Washington 
D.C. field team during the 2001 bioterrorist anthrax response. Globally, Dr. Schuchat has 
worked in West Africa on meningitis, pneumonia, and Ebola vaccine trials and in South Africa 
on surveillance and prevention projects. 
 
In addition to her strong academic training, Dr. Schuchat’s scholarship led to her election to the 
National Academy of Medicine (formerly the Institute of Medicine) in 2008. She has authored or 
co-authored more than 230 scientific articles, book chapters, and reviews. 
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We hope you will give Dr. Schuchat strong consideration as you consider a permanent director 
of the CDC. 
 
The Association of Schools and Programs of Public Health’s (ASPPH) mission is to strengthen 
the capacity of our 108-member schools and programs by advancing leadership, excellence, 
and collaboration for academic public health. As such, we have a passionate interest in 
supporting the critical mission activities of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC). 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

  
Donna J. Petersen, ScD Laura Magaña, PhD 
Chair, Board of Directors President and CEO 
 
 


